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<= Fix Day is a Day of Trouble, 
aud of R ebuke, and. of Blaſprenmy-- 


mournful Occaſions, when we 


cate God's Wrath for the Sins 
of ourſelves and our Fathers, and to la- 
ment the Fate of our Country, by the 
| Murder of our Sovereign, and the Baniſh- 
ment of his Family; it may be proper to 
entertain our Thoughts with ſuch Portions 
of Scripture, as in ſome meaſure repreſent 
our own Circumſtances, and in every Ar- 
ticle call for Humiliation and Repentance. 
Or this Nature is the Tranſaction al- 
luded to in the Text, when the Fate of 
JO was threatned * the Afyrians, 
Vor. III. B when 


= ! + * * 44 


P 0 N theſe difafiros and Sx KM; 


are aſſembled: together to depre- NS 


2 
SERM. 
I. 


The Royal Martyr. 
when the Execution of her King was de- 
termin'd by Rabſhakeh, and the Slavery of 


per Inhabitants was the mildeſt Puniſh- 


Ifa. xxxvi. 


18, 19, 20. 


ch. xxxvii. 


ment of a barbarous Conqueror. The 
Enemy is now before the Walls of the 
Jewiſh Capital, and the execrable Meſſage 
of the Syrian General is, Beware left He- 
zekiah perſuade you, ſaying, The Lord will 


deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the na- 
trons delivered his land out of the band of 


the king of Aſſyria? Where are the gods of 
Hamath and Arphad ? Where are the gods 
of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Toah? And 
have they delivered Samaria out of my 


band? Who are they among ſt all the 2 of | 


Ch. xxxvi. 
21. 


ch. xxxvii. 


theſe lands, that have delivered 5585 land 


out of my hand, that the Lord ſhould deli. 


ver Jeruſalem out of my hand? 
AT this daring Proclamation of an he . 

fidel ; at this ah e Inſult of the God 

of Ijrael and his Anointed; the people held 


their peace, and anſwered the Blaſphemer 


not a word: Silence ſeal'd their Lips, and 
Abhorrence their Heart; Sack- cloth co- 
ver d their Loins, and Aſhes their Head. 
The Steward of the Houſbold and the Se- 


cr erary of State were, by the King 8 Or- 13 


The Royal Martyr. 
der, to wait upon Jaiab the Prophet, and SE RM, 


to expreſs the Nation's Nie in this de- 
plorable Meſſage: 

This Day is a Day of Trouble, — of 
Rebuke, and of Blaſphemy ! —, 
As the Words are more than paralell d 

by the civil Diſſentions of our own Nati- 

on, and the execrable Murder of this Day; 
fo I ſhall lay the Scene of our preſent Diſ- 
_ courſe at home, and illuſtrate the Barbari- 
ty and Perfidiouſneſs of the Text from the 
Parricide and Rebellion of our own N a- 
tion 

HAP were we ad could we e be 
filent upon this afflicting Subject! Happy, 


3 
I, 


ME. | 


could we tell it not in Gath, nor publiſh it gam. 1 


in the ſtreets of Aſeelon, le oft the daughters of 20. 


the uncircumciſed rejoice, and the Spawn 
of the Fefurt and Infidel triumph | 


Bu r ſince the ſhields of the mighty are Ver. at; 


wilely caſt away, and the ſacred Head of 


our Sovereign polluted, as if it had not 
been anointed with Oi]: Since the Crime 


of this Day is of a complicated Nature, 


and the Scars of it remain ſtill freſh upon 
dur Poſterity; we muſt not be Acceſſories 


and Abettors of Royal Murder by Con- 
n cealment, 


13} The Royal Martyr. 
8 E R N. cealment, nor harden God's Wrath upon 
„ I. our Maids, by eſpouſing ſuch Principles 


as are naturally productive of theſe deteſta- 
ble and. villainous Practices. IF ye ſhift 
tte Guilt, or juſtify the Regicide, ye ap- 
propriate the Curſe to yourſelves; and, 
according to that Prediction of our Savi- 
our to the rebellious Fews in a parallel 
Caſe, Upon you ſhall come all the righteous 
blood bed upon the earth, from the blood of 
righteous Abel, unto the blood of Zachari- 
as, ſen of Barachias, whom ye flew between 
the temple and the altar. Yerily T ſay un- 
fo you, All theſe things ſhall come upon this 
generation: Upon this impenitent Genera- 
tion, who are Murderers by Principle, 
who are Traitors by Nature, and only 
want the Opportunity of filling oy 2 mea- 
ſure of their Fathers Villanies. 
Lx x us therefore, duly egy he 
Conſequences of a National Curſe, waſh 
off the Guilt of Royal Blood by Humilia- 
tion and Penitence : And if Rebellion be 
fo deſtructive in itſelf, and derivative in 
its Conſequences to our Poſterity, let us 
endeavour to cancel God's Wrath by Pray- 
er and Submiſſion, that our Nation may 
be 


Mat. xxiii. 
35, 36. 


p_ OY” ny WW WF. 


. 


G 


The Royal Mone 


| be free from the Curſe of our Sovereign's rp. 


Murder, and our Lord in the war of 


Judgment think upon Mercy. ay 


THEN" blow the. Trumpet i in Sion, and 


pProclaim Humiliation through the fireets of 


Feruſalem. Sancti a faſt, call a ſolemn Joel i. 13, 
Aſſembly. Gird yourſelves, and lament, ye . 


prieſts : howl, ye ſervants f the- altar: 
gather the elders and the inhabitants of the 


land into the houſe of the Lord: and let the 


Miniſter weep between the porch and the 

altar, and the People confeſs their Crimes, 

with Penitence in their Hearts, Mourning 
in their Voices, and Dejection in cheir 
intenances. For this Day 7s Day of: 


e and of Rebuke, and of Blaſpliemy. 


iſt, This Day is a Day of Traube. 

* whatever Shape Trouble can come (o 
our Mind, it is highly advanced by 515 
Day s Villany, and points at our Breaſt in 
every Circumſtance of paſt afid ſucceeding 


Miſery. The Action itſelf fills the Mind 


with the greateſt Horror, and the bare 
Recital is a ſhocking Memento to Poſteri- 
ty. The annual Return of this unhappy 
Day ſhould make Faction bluſh, and the 
Hands of an Afaſlin tremble. This, this 

; B 3 js 


2 48 


* 


The Royal Mary. 


. un By of Trouble, and of Rebule, and 


of - Blaſphemy ! It is the Annal of our 
Shame, and the bloody Memorial of our 
Rebellion. It is ſuch a daring Outrage 
upon Law and Religion; ſuch a Violation 
of Nature, and Stab to Chriſtianity ; ſuch 
a Blaſphemy of God, and Proftitution of 
Conſcience, as Poſterity could never be- 
lieve, did they not too fatally bleed under 0 
the . 3/6 pic r of it. 


n quo dl DIES Oi ws 
 Perduxit miſeros | ö | 


A1 7 ſuch, ſuch alas l was 95 dies | 
N ! ſuch the helliſh Diſſimulation 
of theſe Times, that Religion was the 
Cry, and Property in the Mouth of * 
Miſcreant: Sanctity pav'd the Way 
Royal Murder, and the Oda of | 
God were Mens to condemn ng own 
Anointec. | 

Bur ebend theſs Puritans 
Maſks and Diſguiſes, the truſty Argument 
to the Regicide was, This is the Heir; 
come, let us kill him, and the inheritance 
ſhall be ours. Liberty was the Cry, and 
Sn the pay Purer Ordinances 

; and 


The Royal Mareyr. 0 


the Credulous, and heat the Enthuſiaſt: 


and more ſpiritual Worſhip was to blind 8x N M. 


But the Commiſſion to the Saints was, — 
Come with us; let us lay wait for blood ;"Prov. i. 
let us lurk privily for the innocent without ,; 11 14 13. 


cauſe; let us ſallom them up alive as the * 
grave, and whole, as thoſe that go down 
into the pit. Come; caſt in thy lot among 
; let us all haue one purſe + for ue ſhall © 
find all precious Jubſtance ; we enn . our 
N avith poll. RO! ee 
Tur Saiurs are now to Fe * 

r and King FJeſus to be entbroned by 
the Eledt ] Pillage and Sequeſtration are 
the Ordinances of his Kingdom, and the 
impoveriſhing of his homies Gas e | 
of his Power 

NO. Crows? ſuch Principles back Fl 
with the Practices of Rapin and Murder; 
from Faith thus turn'd into Faction, and 
Rebellion ſanctified into Religion; what 
could be expected but the fatal Conſe- 
quences of this Day? What could be 
look d for. upon Earth, but What the Ma- 
lice of Hell oould inſtigate, and the Fury 
of Devils execute? Majeſty muſt bleed, 


e Civil and Sacred be trampled up- 
* k B 4 on. 


= The Royal Martyr. 
SRM. on. The Breath of our Neſftrils muſt ex» 
I. pire, and the Eſſence of Government be 
WY turn'd to Confuſion. The adverſary and ene- 
muy enter into the gutes of Feruſalem, and the 
Sentence of Guiltineſs is denounc'd againſt 
| Majeſty and Innocency itſelf. The Crown 
ig fallen from our Head, and wo to us that 
de have finned ! The Fate of this Day, ſtill 
reſts upon Poſterity; the Conſequences of 
it are yet more and more deplorable ;. a, 
the Blood is upon us and our Children. The 
Crime is national, and the Guilt deriva- 
tive; and as long as the Principles remain 
rrhich are naturally e of theſe 
villanous Practices, all future Monarchs 
muſt tremble on their Thrones, and the 
Bahn ſicken in the Arms of Property. 
ady. This Day is 4 Day of Rebube.— 
As Rebuke conveys to us the Notion of 
a \ Chaſtisment or Reprehenſion for Sin; 
ſo the Aſſertion in the Text may carry our 
Thoughts, either to the Inſolence of tbe 
| Aſyrians who befieged, or the Miſeries of 
the Jews who ſuffered in the preſent Siege 
of Feruſulem : And, by parity. of Reaſon; 
the Application of the Hiſtory may reſpect 
the barbarous Rs he this Day's/Trage- 
dy, 


The Royal Martyr: 9 
dy, or the unhappy Sufferers in the De- Sz mM, 
ſtruction of their Country. In both re- I. 
ſpects, this is Day of Rebuke and Re. WW 
prehenſion, and ſhould have its due Effect 7 
both upon our Enemies and ourſelves, in 
the Humiliation of our Souls, and the de- 
ena of Gel $ Wrath from Offend- 
ers. 
Alt Inte 14 Dey ef Rebule do the K. i 
= gents-and Abertors of the Royal Murder: | 
Day ef Rebuke in every Relation we 
ſtood oblig'd to our Sovereign, in every 
Circumſtance of forfeited Duty, and in 
every daring AQ of Aſſaſſination and Re- 
bellion ] Ve are verily guiliy of this, our Gen. xxil 
Brother's b had, in that ave: ſtn the anguiſh *”” 
of his foul when be beſought "us; and we 15 
would not hear, | Every Circumſtance riſes 
up againſt us; every Treaty condemns our 
* every Royal C 
our Impenitence. Prerogative ſtocps, and 
Majeſty: bleeds; the Sovereign ſues: for 
Peace, and the Subject rejects the Prapo- 
ſal. The Adder ſtung the Breaſt, which 
firſt cheriſh'd it with Heat. He that dip- 
Ped in the diſh, lifted. up bis ber / againſt 
nee 


e * 


10 


SYM. 
T's 


The Royal Martyr. 


ſatisfy the unnatural Offspring, but to 
tear out the Bowels of their Country, and 
embrue Wei r in the Blood _ f 
1 K# : 1 

sven was our —_— bento our Suf- 


ferings f in this Day of our Rebuke ! In this 


Day of oar Rebuke ! When Religion was 
new-modell'd by Rebellion, when Loy- 
alty by Faction, when Low by Tyranny, 
when Order by Confuſion, when Decency 


by Superſtition, When Duty by Blood, 


when Subjection by Reſiſtance, and aho 
Obedience of Children _ the n. — | 


155 


their Parents. Büt.. 


. 
rn nor} 
0 


Jopgs to u all, as well as the curſed Actor 


a⁊dly, RepvKkE in bales peas 


* 


of this Day's Tragedy. Toe eee 

On manifold Sins and Provecktions 
dere the Way to our Sovereign's Deſtru- 
ction, and ripen'd God's Vengeance againſt | 
us, in all the diſmal and deſtructive Con- 
ſequences of it: And that we may take 
ſome of the Shame and Puniſhment to our- 
ſelves, we, in the Entrance of this Day's 


Service, do, in tbe. behalf. of all the"People 


of this Land, humbly cimfeſs,” that "they | 
Rat crying Sins of this Nation, which 
451 brought 


The Royal Martyr. 


drought down this heavy Judgment upon us. SERM. 


And from a due Conſciouſneſs of our own I. 


Unworthineſs, and a deep Senſe of our 
manifold Provocations and Enormities, wwe 
ſhould affiift our Souls by a Statute for ever, 
that Blood may be expiated, Judgments 
ſuſpended, Wrath cancell'd, and Poſterity 
indemnity'd . . Sins an e * 
ceſtors. 
zaly, This is 4 o Dey 0 Bloſohemy The 
ſevereſt Accuſation indeed of the whole, 
and what may entail the Infamy, has” 
make the Curſe perpetual, unleſs Repen 
tac ſhould intercede with Vengeance, 
and the Merits of our Redeemer -waſh 
* the Guilt of our Sovereign's Blood. 
Br AsPHEMx is a Sin of the deepeſt 


Die! Of the higheſt Malevolence againſt 


the Exiſtence. of God, and the Govern- 
ment of his Providence. And whoever 


conſiders the Invaſion of God's Preroga- 


tive by the Trial and Execution of his 
Vicegerent, the uſurp'd Authority of an 
execrable Court of Fuſtice, the Perverſion 


of Scripture, for the ſanctifying their Pro- 
ceedings, and the Proſtitution of Prayer 
to anke God an Accomplice of Murder: 


as The Royal Martyr, 
Sans. Whoever, I fay, conſiders the Nature of 
I. any of theſe Actions, muſt have the Inſo- 
lence of a Bradſhaw, or the Diſſimulation 
of a Cromwell,. to acquit the Actors of this 
Day's Murder from Blaſphemy, || 
Tux finiſhing Strokes are now ſtruck | 
apainſt God and Man; the Rebellion 1 in 
Heaven is copied out upon Earth; the 
Apoſtaſy of fallen Angels is rivall'd by 
our modern Saints; and nothing but He- 
_ 70d and Pilate, the Infidelity of a Few 
and the Malice of a Pagan, can exceed 
the Villany of this Day's Martyrdom, — 
Fuso this frightful Scene, I ſhall beg 
Dane now-to withdraw; and to cloſe up 
this Diſcourſe with ſach Inferences and 
Directions, as may ſne our Abhorrence 
of our Fathers Proceedings, the continu- 
ed Danger of a national Guilt, and the ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity of Humiliation and Re- 
pentance to avert the e 1 _ 
Vengeance. 1185 | 
ris 1%, Ln" us beider the Dignity: ol 
round Heads, whoſe Authority was this 
Pay fo vilely trampled upon, whoſe Per- 
ſons were ſacrific d for the Sins of the 
People, and whoſe Maker and Conſtitu- 


ET". wy r 


| The Royal. Martyr. 13 
tor ſo groſsly inſulted by Rebellion and Sz N. 
Blaſphemy: 2. in We ot n I. 
let us in tge * 
24 place, A pirtioutatly nine | 
brwite of the fatal Tendency of thoſe 
Principles, which brought on this Day's 
Tragedy: Principles contrary to Law, 
ſubverſive of Religion, repugnant to Rea- 


ſon, and contradicted by the ale of | 
the Faithful in all Ages 


Wo could have N 
ſhould be accountable to his People, or 
held his Crown by mutual Compact and 
Agreement with his Subjects, when the 
God of all Majeſty and Dominion hath 3 
declar'd, That by me Kings reign, and Rom. xiii 
Princes decree juſtice : That there are no 
Powers but of God : That the Powers that 

be, are ordained of God; and that he who're- 7 
Iſſteth the Power, reſiteth the Ordinance of j 


God; and that they who refiſt, ſhall receive | 
to themſelves damnation? = © 


THE Reſolution is plain, and the De- 
termination poſitive. No exempt Caſes 


were allow'd under a Nero or a Domitian 
No Salvo's for Rebellion, when the Title 


of an Emperor was ſuſpected, and the 
| Execution 


14 The Royal Martyr. 

SERM. Execution of his Power moſt barbarous 

I. and tyrannical, _ 

WY How Inexcuſable then muſt the Re- 
bellion of our awn Nation be, when Law 
was the Rule of our Sovereign's Actions, 
Religion the Diſtinction of his Life, the 
Right of the Subject the Employment of 
his Sword, and the Glory of God the 
Crown of his Death? | 

34ly, LET us duly confider, how In- 
jurious thoſe re/j/ting Principles muſt” be 
to any. Government : How they place 
Power, where Subjection is due; how 
they invert the Order of the Body Poli- 
tic ; how they remove the Heels into the 
Seat of the Head; and make every Sub- 
ject judge for himſelf, when either Am- 
bition or Avarice ſhall form any Grievan- 
8 ; 
Mex will be always a when it 
is in their Power, and for their Intereſt, 
to right themſelves: And the ſeveral 
Claims of corrupted Nature, the Turbu- 
lence and Exorbitancy of Paſſions, the 
Deſire of Empire, and the injudicious 
Heat of boiſterous Parties, muſt turn the 
moſt flouriſhing Kingdom into Blood, and 
reform 


De Royal Martyr. 13 
reform Reigen itſelf into Wonen, 3ERM. 
and Property into Confuſion. I. 
* © athly, Turn, Let every one of * 
mortify that Pride and Ambition, that Co- 
vetouſneſs and Diſcontent, that Malice 
and Rancour, which is ſo predominant in 
human Affairs, and ſo deſtructive of pub- | 
lic Peace and National Security : From * iv. 4. 
"whence come wars and fightings among 
you ? Come they not hence, even of your 
luſts, that war in your Members? Let 
theſe be once ſubdued by Reaſon, and re- 
ſtrained by Religion, and Government 
ſhall reſt upon the ſafeſt Bottom; Peace 
ſoall be within our walls, and Ne 2 
within our palaces; ncighbourin g Nations 
ſhall admire us as @ people at unity with + 
our ſelves, and Poſterity reap the Advan- 
tage of a flouriſhing Kingdom and an 
happy Sovereign.— 
5thly, FRoM the Principles here aſſerted, 
and the Rebellion diſclaim'd, we give the 
fulleſt Aſſurance of our Attachment to 
that Family, whoſe Anceſtors have fo glo- 
riouſly acted and ſuffered in the Cauſe of 
Religion and Property, This will be the 
beſt Security to the preſent Deſcendants 
from 
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5 IT lation, and has 16: power fad an In- II. 
— upon hurban Actiens, bat e VN 
75 Eſtabliſnment of 2 good: Name and Repu- 5 
. tation in the World, has been the Aim 
{ ang Defire of moſt Perſons in all Ages. 
An this Deſire is fo far from bein? 
: Ge e ede in: itſelf; that if dug 
a apply d and tightly govern d, it is o , 3 
| the firſt Principles of Reaſon andiMorality2- 
For chers is fort of :genergus/ aſpiring 
& noble Principle of Ambition; which im- 
1 POR] in the very Forma jon of our Nas | 
Vor. TJ... ture, 


\ 
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The Excellency and Advantage 


SERM. ture, and which diſcovers itſelf in the fu- 


ture Progreſs and Conduct of human Life. 


For whatever Proteſts ſome humble and 


mortify'd Men may haye made againſt 
Grandeur and Popularity; and Whatever 


ſelfedeming Vows, and Renunciations of 
the World, your Recluſe and "Monaſtic 


| Perſons may have enter d into; yet in the 
buſy and public Scenes of Life, the Good 


of our Country ſtands. upon another Bot- 
tom; the Motives. of Proceeding are of a 
different Nature; and we may Gals per- 


Ceive, that the general Bent of our Studies 


is the te, of ourſelves, and that 


4 1 1 and ent are at the Bottom of * 


— I it is, ;/that as Men Ware er 


ſeveral Gemus's inclin'd, they manage 


their Talents to their own Advantage, and 
apply their Minds to that Courſe of Stu- 
dy, which may render them famous and 


excellent in their reſpective Stations and 


Profeſſions. One Man would ſhine in the 
Camp, and another in the Cabinet: One at 
the Bar, and another in the Senate: One 
at the g d aud K 9 in the Pul- 
171 F- Ort 
pit. 10 ie 4 . G4 
- FITCH? | ; $f I | ALA wk Bur 


rally taken from Ambition, and a Thirſt 
of Honour has a 5 I ron Rea. 
all Our Actions. 1 K. 12. 1 


| | i * 3 
* * x ; * * | 1 
N 2 * 2 , a « - * * T% F 8 ** 
f 4 g An. 
* 15 , $ : 


Bur in all this Variety. of Exerciſes, $3 x0.” 


the Meaſures of our Proceedings are one” 


* 16 


— 4 


Fon theſe Reaſons,” your \ ſeverer a. 
iſts have made many tragical Outeries a- 
gainſt the Pride and Exorbitancy of hu- 
man Nature; and may ſometimes chance 
to diſcourage Induſtry and Learning, from 
a falſe Notion of Humility and Mortifica- 
tion. But without entring into any long 


State of Matters, or a ſtrict adjuſting the 


Limits of Chriſtian Duties, I think it ſuf- 
ficient to my preſent Purpoſe to aſſert, 
That, if we will but take the Pains to 
diſtinguiſh True Honour from Faiſe, the 
Purſuit after it would be a Thing worthy 


of any noble and exalted Spirit; and Web i 


prove, not only a Benefit to ourſelves, but 
a. Service to the Public, 1 a rr 


EE of Virtue. 


At, Name is rather to b ce thn 


great; Riches.—— 5 40 


N ow, bare the Generiliby of lan- 
kind have ſuch different Notions of a good 
Name, and: ** Conſequence are ſa fre- 


l. N i iiGde 2; | u 1 que 15 


20 The Excellenty and Advantage 
SNN. quently miſguided' in applying: the Means 
II. towards the obtarnry.. their End: And 
pecauſe ſome Men with Eagerneſs atid: 
Impatience purſue that which does not 
come under the Denomination of a God 
Name, and others don't put a due Value 
upon what really deſerves ſuch a Chara- 
cter; I think it wilt not be impertinent, 
from the Werds of the Tex, to do theſe. 
following Things: nl lib on 
I. To ſhew you, Aberein «God Name 
cConſiſts, and to rectify ſome common 
Mliſtakes about it. WS $43 e 
n. To enlarge more particularly upoi 
the Benefit and Excellency of a Good 
WW Name, | which the Text points out fo 
1 * by eiving it the; Tags to 
| 15 o deſcribe che AIR los 
0 Man ought to make uſe of, for the 
. gaining and . preſer 1 # Good 
i | Name. 
= IV. To make ſome preftital 8 
18 : | ment of what has been fad, e 
1 | cConclude. | 
If | I chen, 1 3 ec to hens 
=. | the Notion of a Goo Name, and to recti- 
ſome Miſtakes about it. A Good 
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ae atteſted by the e * 


and conſcientious Men. 
x which Definition there a. 4 
things obſervable. | 2H 


0 Aar the Eaudatiis of. Ger 
Name, is the leading of an honeſt 


| Life, and the Here f virtu- | 


ous Actions. { alan] & 86. \ 
26h Tur the Repott and CharaQter 


"eb this Life and Acting depends up- 
0 abt Teſtimony. of the Generality 


of goad and: conſcientious Perſons. 

be Tux Foundation of a Good 
. Md the leading oß an honeſt Life, and 
the Performance of virtuous Actions. 

Tux is nothing which can: merit the 
Eſteem, and putchaſe the Applauſe of 
wiſe Men, but what has ſome intrinſick 
Worth and Value in it, and is in its own 


Nature lovely and commendable; ſo that 


Virtue being the Perfection of Humanity, 
inaſmuch as it is agreeable to the ſaber 
Dictates of right Reaſon, ſuitable to the 
I Mankind, and a nn. 
| C 3 


00 Name may, in ſhort, be ſaid nx. 
n in. che! Report and Character of II. 
the Honeſty of a Man's Life and Actions, 


* 


- 


22 The Excellency and Advantage 


SER. of the Excellencies of God; it is this 
II. alone which can fix a Man's Reputation, | 


and ſecure his Title to a Good Name. All 
other things, which are of an indifferent 
Nature, and whoſe ſuppos d Excellency 
depends upon ſome accidental 'Circum- 
ſtance, ought not to make a Man eſteem'd 
for the Performance or Enjoyment of 
them. For whatever happens contrary to 
a Man's ExpeQation, muſt be reputed on- 
ly as a lucky Hit; and whatever is effect- 
ed beſides the Intention and Deſign of the 
Agent, muſt be rather rank d amongſt the 
Works of Chance: than the Products of 
Choice; and ſo being an involuntary Act, 
can lay no manner of Claim to Reward or 
- Praiſe; no more than he ought to be ac- 
counted a good Phyfican, who deſigning a 
Stab cur'd bimeelf of an Impoſthume, or 
that Man a ſkilful Archer who ſlew Ah 
by drawing @ Bow: at a venture. A Good 
Name muſt be built upon a ſurer Founda- 
tion than ſuch Uncertainties as theſe are; 
and muſt be the Reſult of good Manners 
and Virtue, and not the Effect of Chance 
and Fortune. That Reverence and Eſteem 
3 redounds w a on from the Since- 


rity 


4 


1 


1 © 0 © 


BE” a 205 dur: . 


„ From k Zeal for the Sum. 
true Church of God, and his Courage and IE 


does deſervedly make up the Character of 
a Good Name; but that falſe Applauſe 
which proceeds from Riches and Honour, 
or any other outward Bleſſing, comes no 
nearer to it, than a Shadow to a ming * 
or an Hypocrite to a Saint. M. 

WrEł have commonly a falſe Mode of 
what is truly honourable, and think we 
have eſtabliſhed a ſufficient Reputation in 
the World, when we have the ſervile Flat- 
teries and unjuſt Encomiums of deſigning 
Men: But true Honour never condeſcends 
to ſuch baſe and mean Ends, neither does 
it lie at the Mercy of the giddy and inju- 

dicious Multitude to n or TAs 
it at their Pleaſure. 

I MysT. acknowledge indeed, chat i it is 
not abſolutely in-my Power to be honour- 
ed as I pleaſe : For Honour nada 
from another Man's Approbation of my 
Actions, is ſeated principally in him that 
gives, and not in me who receive the Ap- 3 
plauſe: But the Foundation is ſtill to be 
i myſelf, and. it is in my own Breaſt 
A "© 4 - to 


naw 
4 


Reſolution in the Service of his Country, 8 


f 


2% The Excellent and Advantage 
Saga. to perform thoſe Actions which are really- 
II. * reputable, and in their o Nature apt to 
"draw the IE Ano e e 
But, B 2200 
A2 adh, Warn he-Fonbdaticn: of aGood 
Name is thus laid by our own perſonal Vir 
tues, let us eee ee eee 
to raiſe anil finiſn the Superſtructure; the 
Report is to be made, the Teftimony' is to 
be given by the Generalityiof good and con- 
ſcientious Perſons. For Men of lewd and 
debauch'd Lives are the moſt improper In- 
ſtruments to extol the Praiſes of thoſe who 
are Holy and Religious ; and a good Word 
from ſuch ' Perſons, inſtead of giving any 
Credit or Reputation to Virtue, may ren- 
der it precarious and ſuſpected. Should 
an Atheiſt praiſe my Religion, a Drunk- 
19 ard my Temperance, or a Strumpet my 
1 Chaſtity :. Should an Heretic commend the 
10 Orthodoxy of my Faith, or a Schiſmatic 
my Church-Communion ; it would be ſo 
far from eſtabliſhing my Character in the 
World, that it would make all ſober and 
judicious Men conclude, that J had none 
of theſe Virtues. But when he, who is 
not biaſs d by Favour, - or. -prejudic'd by 
@ Gain, 


S i 


a 
— 
* * 


ne 


Gun Unt leb lh Truth: af: bis SERM. 

Heart, and maketh it a Matter of Con— II. 
ſcionce not to -impoſe upon Mankind 
when (I ſay) himſelf is ſatisfied of my 


good Actions, and does his Endeavour to 
poſſeſs other People with the fame Opi- 

nion of them; this will advance my Credit 
and make me duly reſpected by the beſt 
Judges of Virtue and Manners. For the 


LSincerity of the Speaker is an Euidence for 
the Truth of the Speech, and the Guard 
of his Conſcience is a n . | 


- our and Suſpicion of Falſhood. 
Ix a Man, therefore, ae 
rive to the Commendation of Good Men, 
he need not be very anxious about other 
Teſtimonies, nor over ſollicitous concern- 
ing what People of . ene 
ſhall lay oben: bc! 
Ir is true indeed, ute is che Bury 


: of every one, not to be guilty of an Ac- 


tion which is imprudent, offenſive, or ſub- 
jet to Scandal: But if the World will 
miſconſtrue his good Deeds, and fi an 
odious Name upon that which does * 
no means deſerve an impious Character; 
i 5 


26 The Excellency and Advantage 
$2KM, cannot think it the Part of a wiſe and a 
II. good Man, to concern himſelf about the 
nde Rumours and Reports of baſe and dif- 
ingenuous Perſons, '' I "I readily grant; that 
the more extenſive a Man's Name is, the 
better it may be for him; but it muſt ſtill 
be remembred, that it is a Good, and not 
a Great Name which we are nom recom- 
mending; that it is not an abſolute Majo- 
rity of Vouchers, but the Generality only 
of Good Men, which we are now making 
court to. For when all is ſaid, and the 
utmoſt Complaiſance is uſed, to aim at an 
univerſal Character, is both vain and fool- 
iſh. - Our Lord himſelf was traduced for 
2 dot and a Glutton; and the abſtemious 
Baptiſt for a melancholy and hypocon- 
driacal Perſon : The Chriſtian Religion 
was every where ſpoken againſt,” and the 
Apoſtles were forced to go through Euil 
| Report as well as Good Report. The 
Martyrs were ſtigmatized and -calumni- | 
ated; the Confeſſors blaſphem'd and li- 
bell'd; and the whole Body of Primitive 
Belicvers ne as l oy ind Mes 
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being an uſual Method of Expreſſion ? 
mongſt inſpir” d Writers, when they de- 


of s . Name." 


EF 


2 


TS oM ſuch like heeft s 
we lee the Neceſſity of confining the Re- II. 
pott of a good Nane to a ſmaller Number 


than the generality of popular and ambi- 


tious Perſons are willing to allow of; and 


that the Eſtimate is principally to be taken 


from the Character of | good and conferen- 


-tious Men: If the reſt of the World will 


give in their Verdict with theſe, their 


Teſtimony is in no wiſe to be refused; . 


but if they obſtinately and maliciouſſy 
withdraw their Opinion, their Compliance 
is not to be courted, nor their Conſent 07 
ain d. by any baſe and mean Arts. 

' Secondly, J proceed in the next place 6 


er the Benefit and Excellency of a Good 


Name, which the Text points out to us, 
by giving it the Preference to Riches, it 


ien to give a Character of any thing, b. 
way of Eminence, to ſet it above ſome- 
thing, Which has generally t the Eſteem 
and Love of Men.. vj 


Tus Job and 1 in Ps tal 


of Wi iſdom, nale the Gold of Ophir, and 


the. Topaz of * not to equal her : 


"Ih 


1 


Jobxxviii. 
wh, 17 18, 


28 The Excellency.and Mrs 
4 $SERM, But-Coral and Saphire, Onyx: and Gryſtal, 


II. 10 be as Duſt before her. She is more: pre- 


aus than Rubies, and all the things thou 


not 0 e compared :Wntfo | 
Her: Bor den Mrahbndive: 7s better than 


the Merchandize of Silver, 0 ohh Ger 


canſt defire, are 


thereef than fine Gold, 
Ix this exalted way of e the 
Hans Solomon aſſerts in other Places of his 


Ece.vi. 1. Works as well as the Text, that à Good 


Pro. xv 


9 


| and nc, 


Name is better than precious Ointment, 
and that a. good Report maketh the Bones 
Fat. It is the great Preſervative of Afflu- 
ence and Plenty, and the Cy Spikenard 
which embalms the Memory, and tranſ- 


mits a grateful eee, of us .to all 


Poſterity. * „ A 

A Good Name is 5 than, great 
Riches; it is more eligible than thoſe, fickle 
Poſſeſſions, which ſo often jilt their Own- 


ers, and nale themſelves Wings, n 


away as an Eagle towards Heaven. It 1e- 
cures us from thoſe Dangers which Wealth 
expoſes us to, and curbs. and awes thoſe 


very Villains, whom full Bags, and croud- 


ed Coffers ſo frequently tempt to AN 
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its Influence. Not only Good and Vir- 


q 5x 
7 I Un ” . 4 * % * 
f 4 g M. 


Tux Pleaſures enten en Ban Sr. 
depend upon Good" Name; and Life i- II. 
ſelf is a Burdem without it. Preſerment 


waits upon” its Nod and Titles and Di- 
ſtinctions take their ennobling Qualities 
from it. Triumph and Ovatiam have 
been publickly decreed to Conquerors, and 
all their noble Exploits ſet forth in Poetry 

Panegyrick. . Friendſhip and 
fobindence are cemented by a Good Name; 
and Trade and Commerce rife and fall by 


tuous People have a Love for thoſe of the 


the greateſt Villains will pick out a Man 


of a fair and honeſt Repute, and truſt him 
in the moſt important Concerns of Life, 
when they are ſuſpicious of their oπ.]Ü·—ÿn.m 


Gang, and fearful of being ee 


by Men of the fame Profeſſion. s 
VR pertinent, therefore, is nd. 


vids of the wiſe don Sirach, To haue e 


Regard to thy Name: | For that hall con 

nut with thee above a thouſand: great- Tha 

fares of Cold. Mie Mourning of. Men is 

about their Bodies * But an ill Name of 

Sinner's Ae be Karan out, A An — 
4 uhr Hin ο d ] = 


30 The Excelletity and Advantage 
i SRAM. Harb but few: Days; hut a good Name en- 
1 II. dureth for ever. A Goad Name is the beſt 
ET Go gecurity to an honourable Title; and the 
moſt laſting Entail of a virtuous Man's 
Patrimony. A good Name is an ampie 
Proviſion for our Family; and, like Seed 
ſown in the Earth, will ſpring up, and yield 
a plentiful Harveſt, hen we are gathered. 
to. our Fathers in Peace, and fleep ſweetly 
| in the Dil. For what incredible Civili- 
N ties do Children meet with in the World 
upon the Account of their Parents? 0 
how fignally are the ſucceeding 
blefled and diſtinguiſned, for the Ricans 
and Virtues of their Anceſtors? - How: 
does their Subſtance wear? Their Me- 
mories revive? Their Off- ſpring flouriſſi r 
Their Virtues ſpread and propagate? Their 
light e good Deeds 
"refreſh Poſterity a 75 L ormgt 351 0 ab * 
"WHAT then remains for us all- to do, 
11298 bout in our ſeveral Stations and Capacities 
to act virtuoufly and prudentiy? To en 
lighten thoſe that fit in Darkneſs . by the 
| Ha KN our Gn « To xefreſh 
| AV v9 and 4 robot; wont the 


| 7 Latis in ad Ig PAR EE Felt, 
poſtquam ab oculis receſſerunt. Plin. . 
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wt good Abs > "4k 
the Souls appointed to die, by our Genero- SE RU. 


| fity and Beneficence? To be Gods in our II. 
Temper as well as our Station, to let 


our Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may 
ſee our good Works, and glorify our Father 


| which i is in Heaven. 


Finally, Brethren, whatſoever - things Phil. iv. 8. 

are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, ubat- 
ſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things are 
pure, whatſoever things are lovely, what- 
ſoe ver things are of good Report; if there 

be any Virtue, and if there be any Praiſe, 
think on theſe Things: Tranſact them with 
Sincerity and Courage, and practiſe them 
with Frequency and Reſolution, that your 
Father, who knoweth all things, and ſeeeth 
in ſecret, may reward you openly in this _ 
World, and diſtinguiſh your Generoſity 


with Crowns of Glory and . in 
another. Amen. | | 
: 
The 
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The Excellency an ad- 
e of a £900. A 


Prov: XXI. 25 | 


4 gon Nate bs then 10'be oboſen 

than great Riches. == = bed 

n Es E Words are an Aﬀſebtidn of Sx RM, 

Solomon, founded in the original III. 

Nature of Mankind, and verified in the bY 

different Purſuits and Actions of human 

Now, becauſe the Generality of the 

World have ſuch different Notions of a 

Good Name, and by Conſequence are ſo 

frequently miſguided in applying the pro- 

per Means towards the obtaining their 

End: And becauſe ſome Men with Ea-' 

gerneſs and Impatienee purſue that which 

does not come under the Denomination of 
— ß 
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34 The „ and Lanes 


- SERM. a Good Name, and others don't put a due 


HI. Value upon what really deſerves. ſuch a 

character; I thought it not impertinent, 

from r AP? Tout. Goes 
following things 


I, To ſhew you wherein a Cd Nome 
b conſiſts, and to rectify ſome common 
Miſtakes about it. | * 
1. To enlarge more 3 upon 
the W and Excellency of a Good 
Name, which the Text points out to 
us, by giving it the Preference 0 
Riches, | 
II. To deſcribe the Methods which a 
prudent Man ought to make uſe of, 
for the gaining and preſerving of a 
IV. To make ſome practical Improve- 
ment of what has been ſaid, and ſo 
conclude, 


I nave endeavour'd, in my laſt Dic 
cCourſe, to ſettle the Foundation of a Gad 
+ Name upon the Performance of good and 

virtuous Actions, and to fix the Report of 
5 bree 
and conſcientious Ferſons. + 


U?oN 


"of @ has Name. : 1 - 
Von this Foundation, I thought, aSERM. 
very beautiful Supetſtructure might be III. 


mis d, and the Benefits and Advantages of WWW 
a God Name might be diſplay d in the ſe- 


veral Relations and Capacities of human 


Life, and in thoſe real Honours and Emo. 


luments it confers both on OI 1E. 
our Poſterittes. 

I $HALL now bed to the two re- 
maining Heads of my general Diviſion, 


which ſhall be treated of this Morning; 


and ſo a Concluſion put to this Subject. 
IIIdly then, I Ax to deſcribe the Me- 
thods, Which a prudent Man ought 
do make uſe of, for the gaining and 
' preſerving of a Good Name. 
oh LET him avoid all * W 
in his Conduct. 8 | 
2dhy, LeT' his Actions aim at a public 
5 345. LET him be cautious againſt 
much Secreſy * ren. in 
acting. 
Atbhy, LeT him be careful in the Choice 
of his Companions. 
 5thly, LET him take all proper = 
ſes in vindicating his _ Reputa- 
; a. 


D 2 If, Tun 


36. The Excellony a 1 lavage. 


SRM. 1, Tux firſt, Step towards a G t 
III. Name, is the avoiding all ſelfiſn and mer- 
doenary Deſigns in our Conduct. For no- 
thing is ſo deſtructive to a Man's on 
Character, as well as injurious to "his 
Neighbours, as Avarice and her wicked 
Attendants. Thou ſhalt. not covet, is the 
End of Juke, and the Preſer vation of 
and an ee to thol — I 
about us, Whoever breaks. through this, 
Principle, and en n Diſtinclion ben. 
farny as well as his Paſſeflinns, and muſt 
expect the Complaints of the Poor, the | 
Remonſtrances of the Injur'd, and, the 
Arms of the Wealthy in Conjunction a- 
gainſt him. As the Claims of Avaric are 
very wide, and every one is in Danger of 
a Snare; ſo Prudence and Caution are al- 
ways at work to countermine. the Strata- 
gems, and defeat the Enterprizes of an 
encroaching Man: Infamy attends his Ac- 
quiſitions, and the Stranger ſpoils his La- 
bour ; the Tears of the Orphan: ſpread his 
Diſgrace, and the Cries of the Widow.are 


thy Executioners of his Name, | 
| 2d, A | 
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2 Ah FARTHER Wells Wenn 6 . 
22 is to aim at a public Good: III. 
For this is to act upon the largeſt and moſt VS 
extenſive View, and is the moſt probable 
Way of layinge an Obligation upon every 
individual Perſon. | For all Men are Sha- 
rers in the Intereſt of the Public, and a 
Service done for a Body or Society of Men 
in general, redounds to the Benefit of eve- 
Ty particular Member of the Community. 
A public Good is the moſt extenſive, and 
the Name of a Patriot more eminently 
honourable. Statues and Monuments owe 
their Original to this Subject; and the In- 
ſtitution of Gamer, and the dei hing of 
Herbes, were to perpetuate the Memories 
of public Benefactors. All our charitable 
Samer and religious Endowments 
perpetuate the Praiſes of their Founders, 
and from the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings, 
and the gies of Cripples and Orphans, 
1 forth ene of fuch as fed | 
| ele a beantiful Character ts n., 2111 
which is given. of the Centurion by the * 
Feu, at their requeſting our Saviour 70 
heal luis Servant? He is worthy; for whom Lake vil 
N D 3 thou 4» 5 
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III. 


he Excellency and Advantage 


SERM. thou ſhould} do this : becauſe he loveth our 


nation, and hath built us a ſynagogue. He 
is worthy of receiving ſome Benefit to his 
own Family, who hath laid ſuch fignal 
Favours upon ours, and ſo publickly pro- 
moted the Service of God, and the Wor- 
ſhip of our Nation. 

3dly, LET him that is veſitous of > 
Good Name, abſtain from too much Secre- 
ſy and Reſervedneſs in acting. The great 
Rock to be fear'd in this Caſe is Ofentation ; 
and when once this Extreme is avoided 
from a true Senſe and Principle of Duty, 
our Saviour's Advice takes place, Let your 


| tight ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee 


your good works, and glorify your Father 


 aohich is in heaven, Concealment, in ſome 


Caſes, is as great a Fault, as Oſtentation 
in others; or elſe it mh be ridiculous 


to compare Chriſtians to a City on an Hill, 


nence and Luſtre : Much leſs would that 


conſpicuous to all around it by its Emi- 


Aſſertion of our Lord be of any Service in 
our militant State ; Neither do men light a 
candle, and put it under a buſhel; but on- a 


candleftick, and it giveth light to all that 


are in the houſe. Exemplarineſs, Courage, 
: Zeal, 


2 


! 


T W- 


— OW YT » 


e 2 go Name. 
| Zeal; and Activity, are all of them Duties Sx R M. 
of the Goſpel, and can never be rightly III. 


orm'd without an open e 1 


and a public Scene of Action. 


Tu Ar Man, therefore, is certainly in- 
jurious to his own ſelf, as well as others, 


who is ſo modeſt and reſerv'd in his ge 


Works, that he would not have any body = 
acquainted with the Performance of them. 
For by this ſtudied Obſcurity he eclipſes 


his own Glory, he induſtriouſly conceals 
thoſe Excellencies which ought to be pro- 


claim'd, and ſtifles that Good Name, which 


is the C Off-iſpring of his Virtues © 
Ou Saviour indeed hath traded 


us, Not to ſound a trumpet before us, when 
we perform our Devotion, or give our 
Am; but to enter into our cloſets, and 


pray privately to our Father which ſeeth in 
ſecret, and not to let our right bond know 
what our left hand doth. © 

"ALL which Expreſſions are a manifeſt 
and ſevere Rebuke to Oftentation and 


Vain: glory both in Charity and Prayer, 
and are ſtrictly requiſite to private Devo- 


tion, and thoſe religious Acts which are 
to Fg communieated only to God; but 
3 e can 
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The . an . 


wt 


- SE RM. can have no Relation to a public, Station, 


III. 


and thoſe Inſtances of Goodneſs n. A 


community is to be oblig'd with. 


Tu E Heart indeed is ae Fn 4 


guarded, and the Intention of the Agent 
duly to be conſider d; but the public or 


private Capacity of the Receivers comes 


no farther into the Queition, than as the 


Action is well plac'd, and may have an 


: Opportunity of obliging a more numerous 
and indigent Company of Receivers, and 
by Conſequence of reflecting greater Me- 


rit and Applauſe, and procuring an higher 
Recompence of Reward, to the Grver. : - 

Atbiy, WouLD we gain a Good Name, 
we ſhould be cautious of. our Company. 


For Infamy is catching, and a Man's 
Temper and. Inclinations are generally 
gueſs d at by his Companions. A virtuous 
| Perſon takes no Delight in the Profuſeneſs 


and Extravagance of a Rake; neither can 


Strictneſs and Severity of Virtue. 


Theſe 
Two have no more Communion than Light 


Cbrif and Beſial So that if a Man be 
onde liſted aaa: bad Company, his 
g Reputa- 


CE 53.3 + 


„ 3 will u 4 Laffer add _ San 
a travagancies, and he himſelf will be thought III. 
to abet their Perſons, and enedurage their WWW 


_— 


Practices. The Contagion will be ſup- 
it poſed univerſal, and the Miſdemeanors of 
Ir . 
es 2 — ed ä 
ie A Max, nnen wan bis 
n Reputation, muſt be careful hq he aſſo- 
18 ciates himſelf with thoſe Who have no Re- 
d gard to their own; leſt the Odium of their 
8 Actions ſhould be caſt upon him, and he 
or ſhould. pere Follies of *. | 
| Companions, . ; 1927 I 4 ban; mos? 

e, >by rena ron will mth from * 
. tices to Principles, and think of Neceſlity, 
* that thou art ſuceh an one as thy Compa- 
ly" nions; or elſe thy Conduct would be dif- 
bs ferent, thy Actions not ſtain d with the 
15 Contagion of a vicious Neighbourhood, 
in” nor chyſelf attach d to * Ne In- 
de fidels and Atheiſts. 

* 5thly, TR laſt w way of e a ied 
„ I Nanre, is the Vindication of ourſelves from 
4 Aſperſion. The World is ſo. extremely 
be addicted to Calumny and Defarnation, that 
is «Months ee en 
A- 1118911 | | 
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i his tender Concern, and very active and 


De Excellency and Advantage 


vigorous. in his own Deferice : For tamely 
acknowledge the Fault; and he that has 
not Courage to oppoſe a malicious ores 

does by his Submiſſion plead guilty. 
Bur above all, the Vindication A 
ſel ves by a good Life, and the Rebuke of 
a contrary” Practice, are very neceſſary to 
ſtop the Mouth of a Gain: ſayer, and 
to quench the Fury of Libel and Calum- 
ny. Virtue will either by acting or ſuf- 
 fering get the better of Scandal and Defa- 
mation; and like the Sun obſcur'd for a 
Time in a dark Cloud, break afterwards 
forth with greater Strength and Luſtre. 
An honeſt Converſation with the adverſe 
Party, and a ſtrict Adherence to all ſocial 
Virtues, may occaſion'thoſe that ſpeab a- 
gainſt us as evil Doers, to retract their | 
Cenſures, and by an impartial beholding 
of our good Works, to glorify” G's n fe 

Day of Viſitation. 

 HavinG thus run through the nil 
Particulars relating to a God Name, and 
given the beſt Advice J am able for the 
guning and * this ineſtimable 
— 


fe god , oy 
Treaſure, I cannot think of a better way Sz RM. 
of applying this Diſcourſe, than by draw- III. 
ing an Inference or two CY Henk 
ing, con verſing, or writing, in Diminution 
of our Neighbour's Reputation; and preſ- 
ſing the Neceſſity which all cenſorious 
ur- A Perſons lie under, of retracting Scandal, 
of and giving Sati faction to the injur d Party, 
to 1ſt, TukN let every Perſon conſider 
and WW himſelf as a Member of Society by Na- 
m. ture, and link'd into a cloſer Communion 
and Amity with his Brethren by Religion: 
And then ſee how he anſwers the End of 
his Being, and performs the reciprocal Du- 
ties of Chriſtianity, by turning Wolf and 
Tyyer againſt his own Species, and ruin- 
ing both the Bodies and Eſtates of thoſe, 
whom Chriſt preach'd to inſtru, © and 
died to fave, Where is the Doctrine f 
loving your Enemies? Of doing Good to 
theſe that hate you, and praying for them 
that deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you? 
When you even ridicule and prey upon 
your Friends? When your Juſtice and 
Mercy are excluded from all? And ill 
Treatment and ungenerous r are re- 
JF torted upon your ———___ 

| 2dh, 
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SERM. _ FROM what has been ſaid con- 
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ning a good Name, we may 'uifer the 


Vices ſo contrary to the common Gooch of 
Mankind, that Pagan as well as Chri- 
ſtians have enacted the ſevereſt Laws againſt 
chem, and every civiliz'd Nation has guard- 
ed the —ͤ— of the Subject, as the 
deareſt and moſt ener Part of oy Pro- 
Le 
N IT Remgns! were — ber wn 
Alanis or Remmia Lex againſt Scandal 
and Calumny, and the Jeriſb Conſtitu- 
tion would not ſuffer a 'Tale-bearer:to go 
up and down among ſt the People. 
Tur Gaßel is diſtinguiſh'd by its Neæto 
Cominandments of Love and Charity, and 
is no leſs famous :for-ſecuring Peace upon 
Earth, chan Happineſs ih Heaven. The 
Chriſtian is ſo far from being licens'd to If 1 
take away his Brother's Name, that he is il 
oblig d to go the greateſt Lengths for the 
Preſervation and Eftabliſument of it. In- 
ſtead of believing Reports, and ſpteading 
idle Stories, he is taught to be arm'd with 
univerſal Charity, and to act upon the 
Scheme of Forgiveneſs and Benevolence. 
s ; The 


* 


F © A 4 _ © 


The good-natur'd Doctrine he profeſſes, Sz N N 
obliges him Zo A al Things, and bop III. 


Wings concerning his Brother; i 


good, and think no Evil; to avoid Whiſper 


ing, Surmiſes, and Backbitings ;/ and 10 Pet. ui, 1. 
be afide all Malice, and all Guile,” and Hy- 


pocrifies, and Enuies, and Evil: ſpeakings.. 
340, A-KIx to Speaking: is Writings 
and as deſtructive tao of our Neighbour's 


© Good Name. For what are all our Party- 


quarrels. and Conteſts, but. ſo many At- 
tacks upon the Reputation and Honeſty of 
our Superiors ? What is the Buſineſs of 
Hackney-Writers, but to ſooth the En- 
croachments of Men in Power, and to 
trample upon the Rights of expiring In- 
nocence? What are moſt of the Polemi- 
cal Works of our Divines, but perſonal 
Reflections, rude and unmannerly Aſper- 
ſions of their Antagoniſts, and n _ 
Victory more than Truth © 

Bur above all, your Satyriſto an 
Lampooners are the greateſt Enemies to a 
Good Name, and ought to be look 'd upon 
as the common Pimps and Factors of Scan- 
dal. Theſe Gentlemen glean their Wit 


ce. . and the profane 


Rhymes 


bde made upon 


The Excellency 10 1 


Sr 24. Rhymes of our modern Sonnets ; and are 
IH. therefore to be ſcoundrel'd for want of 
WY Genius aswell-as Manners, and to be rank'd 


both amongſt the 1 and 
- the Corrupters of Virtue,” © 

Bor let their Performances be as F 
| verting as they pleaſe upon the Stage, they 
are certainly out of courſe in theſe Places 
of Good-breeding and Civility. For no 


Abriſes- ſhould be given, no Diſturbances 


offer d, where Perſons aſſemble for Health 
and Eaſe: Much leſs ſhould any Attacks 
that Sex, who are moſt ſen- 
fibly affected by a Plot upon their Reputa- 
tion, and whoſe Innocence and Modeſty 
has a Ri ight to ſcreen Gee: from'all- rough 
and — d Uſage. 
4thly and laſtly, for the fake of a Good 
Name, we are to retract the Evil we have 
ſaid of others, and to make them what 
Compenſation we can for the Damages 
they have ſuſtain'd by our Calumny. This 
is no more than what the Rules of Juſtice 
and Honour require from us, and the Na- 
ture of Reſtitution obliges us to perform. 
If we haye been too laviſh with our 
Tongue, too keen with our Pen, too eaſy 
in 
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of 4 good . 


in receiving, and too induſtrious in dif- damn 
ferfing any falſe and malicious Stories; we III. 
ſhould be as forward in confefling ata | 


Faults, as frequent in Re- 
ports, as public in begging of Pardon, and 
as zealous of ſpeaking honourably of the 
Injur'd for the future. 
By this means, it is to be hop'd that 
Aſperſions will be wip'd off, Reputation 
clear d, and Infamy buried: That Friend- 
ſhip and Correſpondence may be renew'd; 
that good Offices may be perform'd in our 
Streets, that Charity may flouriſh and a- 
bound amongſt us, and that we may live 
in Peace, and the God of Thy IO us 


* * 
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Tirus 11 10, 11. 
A Man that js an Heretic, afine 


F 


rejecł: 

| thy 45 he that is 7 is 
ſubverted, and ſorneth, being con- 
demned of himſelf. 8 


led in our W Age, and the IV. 
Obligations to Conformity reputed light and WO 
trivial Matters; yet the Apoſtles recom- 
mended an earneſt Contention for the Faith, 

and Antiquity would ſuffer no Slurs upon 

the ſacred Depo/itum of the Church. Zeal 

| and Integrity were then the CharaFeriſtichs 

of a Chriſtian, and a bold Confeſſion of 

Faith the happy Earneſt of Bonds and 
Vol. III. Martyr- 


the firſt aa Lu. e e . 


8 
* 
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LTHO' Orthodexy may be ridicu- Sx RM. 


) 50 | The Heretick rejected. 
SERM. Martyrdom. Moderation in Principles was 
IV. a Contradiction to Primitive Chriſtianity, 
ud a kukewarm Saint was no better than 
an Hſidel. The refining upon the Goſpel 
was left to the Diſcoveries of Aſter- ages; 
the new- modelling of Chriſtianity was to 
be the Employment of more accurate 
Wits; and the careſſing of an Hereticł, the 
diſtinguiſhing Glory of our own Times. 
Whilſt Diſcipline was in its full Vigour, 
and the Church in it's Infant-Purity; all 
Tendencies to Infidelity were narrowly 
watch'd, all Innovations in Doctrine ſtrict- 
ly examined, and all Latitude and Licen- 
tiouſneſs in Practice ſeverely puniſhed. 
rox this governing Plan St. Paul 
frames his ſeveral Epiſtles to Timothy and 
Titus, whom he had conſtituted Biſhops 
of two eminent Sees, and charg'd with the 
| Tim. ii. Super-intendency of the Houſe and Church 
15. of the living God, which is the Pillar and i 
_ Ground of the Truth, | 
Axp foraſmuch as it was impatible : 
that in the two large Dioceſes of Epheſus 
and Crete, all Ecclefaſtical Matters ſhould 
be manag'd ſolely and perſonally by theſe 
fav0 Prelates ; St. Paul deſcends to the 
"HON | 


The Heretich rejefted. ©. 


| Eſtabliſiment of Subſtitutes and Aſſiſtants S ERM. 


in the Church, and lays down ſuch Rules IV. 
of Acting for the Clergy, as are neceſſary GS 


for their Stations; and ſuch Meaſures of - 
Obedience for the People, as muſt promote 
the Harmony and Peace of * regular 


and well-digeſted Society. | 

In ſhort, theſe Three Epiſtles of St. 
Paul (Two to Timothy, and One to Titus) 
are but little more than ſo many Canons 


and Conſtitutions for the perfecting of the Ep. iv. 


Saints, for the work of the Miniftry, for 2213. 
the edi Hing of the Body of Chrift : till we 


all come in the Unity of the Faith, and of 


the Knowledge of the' Son of God, unto a 
perfect Man, unto the meaſure of the fta- 
ture of the fulneſs of Chriſt. 7 

Tux Laity then, as Members of the 
Church, and Subjects of Chriſt Feſus, have 
their due and proper Share in theſe Apo- 
ſtolical Exhortations ; but the Clergy are 
principally concern'd, as Enſamples to the 
Flock; and Conſervators of the common 
Faith: And over both theſe the Bib 
preſideth as Head and Governor under 
Chriſt, and is veſted with ſufficient Au- 


- thority for the Encouragement of able 


E 2 and 


32 ; The Heretick rejected. 


sr RM. and pious Men in the Miniſtry, and the 
IV. - Puniſhment and Suppreſſion of Seducers 
and Hereticks : For, as the. Elders ao 
1 Tim. v. ruled well, were to be counted worthy. of 
double Honour, and thoſe who labour d more 
in Word and Doctrine than in Party and 
Politics, were to be moſt eminently dig- 
nified and diſtinguiſhed ; ſo the proud and 
dogmatical Diſputants, the Men of corrupt 
1 Tim. vi. Minds, and deſtitute of the Truth, were to 
ws experience the Epiſcopal Frowns, and to 
ſmart under the Rod of public Correction. 
A Man that is an Heretich, after the firſt 
und ſecond Admonition, rejedt : Knowing 
that he that is ſuch, is ſubverted, and ſin- 
netb, being condemned of himſelf. 
Fon the more clear and diſtinct Illu- 
tration of theſe Words, I ſhall . 
I. PREMISE ſomething concerning He- 
reßß in general, and the pernicious 
Practices of Hereticks, — 
II. Cons1D8R the Nature of this Act 
of rejecting an heretical Perſon. 
III. REIN D you of the Authority 
lodg'd in the Church, of cenſuring, 
correcting, and even cutting off its 
rotten and corrupted Members. 
- IV. D- 


The Hereticł rejefted.. 3 ; 53 


"I. Dxscr1Bz the mild and "gentle SERM. 
Method of proceeding in the Execu- IV. "os 
tion of this Authority upon an Of- 

fender: The heretical Perſon is not 

do be rejected, till after 1 * 5 

cond Admonition. h 

v. Ex pos the Odiouſueſi of that He- 

reh, which is here ſtigmatiz d as the 
Subject of Eeclefiaſtical Cenſure. 

e I. Enquire into the Method of a pri- 
vate Man's Behaviour towards an He- 
rietict, upon Defect of an 1 authorita- 

tive Sentence. 0 

VII. * ExnFoRct the ſeveral Reaſons — 

ſpecified in the Cloſe of the Text for 

# this cautious Behaviour: The Here- 
tick is ſubwerted, and Jeth, and 

ſtands condemned of himelf. : 
I. I am to premiſe ſomething in gene- 

Ai concerning the Nature of Hereſy, and' 

the pernicious Practice of Hereticks. 

_ _ Hereſy, in its moſt obvious Senſe, is an 
undermining of that Faith which is eſta- 
bliſhed in Scripture: And this may be 
done, either by a bold Attempt upon ſome _ 

- of the main Articles of Chriſtianity, or by 

broaching Notions of our own ene | 


5 3 rr - witth 


3 e "ne the” 
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5+ | The Heratich rejefled. 


SER M. with Evangelical Truths. Whatever the 

IV. Heretick aims at, the common Method of 
his Proceeding muſt be, either by pre- 
| | tending to New Inſpiration,” or by under- 
— valuing of the O/q; either by making falſe 
5 Gloſſes upon the receiv d Canon of Scrip- 
| ture, or by multiplying the Number of 

Gaered and inſpir d Writing. 

In the Progreſs of Hereſy, we find the 

Art and Management of Seducers to be va- 
rious, and that. the Principles of Self-pre- 
ſervation may ſometimes force them, ac- 
cording to * Tertullian's Obſervation of 
the Valentinians, per ambiguitates bilin- 
gues, communem fidem adfirmore : But not- 

\ withſtanding theſe ou7ward Profeſſions in 
ambiguous Words, the internal Malice of 
an Heretich is the ſame, and the Venom is 
not the leſs deſtructive for its  Conceal. 
ment. The Counterfeit may be overlaid 
with Sterling. but the interior Metal will 
ſtill retain its baſer Nature: The Sheep's 
| Cloathing may hide the ravenous Mol, and 

prove the fatal Inſtrument of betraying 
the Flock; but the fierce Temper of the 
Beaſt is vat to > bo N by his 
Dreſs, 


* Tertull ade. Vateninianr, 


The Heratich rejected. 35 
' Dreſs, nor the Heart of a Deceiver re- SERM. 


form'd by the Smoothneſs of his Lips: IV. 

* Ovc QUA TE Frapiryſenue h vd Kue, 

Cutie, N ννν, eviugis 3 peer ra-. 

Bor in ſuch covert Caſes we have our 

Saviour's Rule to judge by, both for the 

Security of ourſelves, and the rejecting of 

others : By their Fruits ye ſhall know them erh. vi i 

by ſome Peculiarities in their Doctrine, W 

and Niceneſs in their Behaviour; by PENS 

| fingular Way in the Management of an 
Argument, and a Caution in abſtaining 

from the receiv'd Terms of Expreſſion ; 

by undervaluing the plain and” orthodox 

Believer, and magnifying the perſonal 

Virtues and Performances of tle Factious; 

we may perceive that they are liſted un- 

der another Maſter, and have a different 

Game to play, in their ſanctified Maſk _ 

Diſguiſe. 

HowvxR, . Ce pind Subriley 

of Hereticks is not always employ'd, but 


only occa/ionally and politically ; for fear of 
Danger, perhaps, when a national Eſta-. 
bliſhment is againſt them; or in hopes of 
a Prize, when the Unguarded and Cre- 


386 


SE RM, dulous are to be attack d. For Hereſy, in 


IV. her own Nature, is open and dogmatical, 
WY" noify and diſputatious, daring and b 


Eph. vi. 


11, 12. 


. Heretich et 


mous; and the Orthodox have been forc' d 
to put on the whole armour 4 God for their | 
defence. againſt Spiritual wickeaneſs'in high 

places; and to appeal in all their Rencoun- 


ters to the Rule of Scripture, the Analogy 


of Faith, and the Practice of the Catholic 


Church, thoſe Grounds and Pillars of 


Truth, and ſole Preſervatives and ſome: 


ties againſt Error *, 


And foraſmuch as this Catholic 8 
is like 4 in ene within "el fa- 


* Tante igitur oſtenſiones cdm ſint, non 0 ad- 
To quzrere apud alios . veritatem, quam facile eſt ah 
Eccleſia ſumere ; chm Apoſtoli, quaſi in depoſitorium 


_ dives, pleniſſime in „ wee, omnia quæ ſunt ve- 


ritatis: uti omnis quicumque velit, ſumat ex ea potum 
vite. Hæc eſt enim vitz introitus ; omnes autem reli- 
qui fures ſunt & latrones. Propter quod oportet devitare 
quidem illos; quæ autem ſunt Eocleſiæ, cum ſumma di- 


| ligentiadiligere, & apprehendere veritatis Traditionem. 
| Quid enim? Et fi quibus de aliqua mod ica quæſtione de- 
ceptatio eſſet, nonne oporteret in antiquiſſimas recurrere 


Eccleſias, in quibus Apoftoli converſati ſunt, & ab eis de 

præſenti queſtione ſumere quod certum & re liquidum 
eſt? Quid autem fi neque Apoſtoli quidem Scripturas re- 
liquiſſent nobis, nonne oportebat ordinem ſequi Traditi- 


onis, quam tradiderunt iis quibus committebant Eceleſi- 


as? Len. adv. * 3+ cap. 4. 


N 
N 


The Heretich- rejected. =. on 

mous -for Unity, Peace, and good Order; Sz RM. 
the Heretick is forced to add Schiſn to his IV. 
other Villanies, and cannot ſo effectually WIE 
carry on his Deſigns, as by crumbling the | 
Congregation of the Faithful into various 
gSects and Parties. His avow'd Principle 
is to deface the Beauty of the Church, to 
weaken the Catholic Communion, to over- 
turn receiv'd Doctrines, and ſubſtitute the 
Chimera's of his own Brain in the place of 
them. And for the Accompliſhment of 
theſe Ends, it is no wonder, that he turns * 
ſuch a zealous Advocate for Liberty, and | 
ſo warm an Oppoſer of all pretended Re- 
\ ſtraints and Impofitions on Conſcience : It is 
no wonder, that he declaims ſovehement= 
ly againſt Fathers and Councils, that he 
commences ſuch a crafty Perverter of Ca- 
nons and Articles; and ſo ſtrenuous an E- 
nemy to Creeds and Subſcriptions. - Alas 
the Soul of this great Prophet is big with — * 
Schemes of Reformation, and Propoſals 
for the Public Good ! The Slavery of his 
Brethren provokes his Indignation, and 
the Revival of Truth employs his Pen! 
Priefi-craft and Tyranny always flutter 
on . Ton due implicit Faith and blind 

2 | Obedience 


„CC 


39 15. Hereniul eta 


SRM. Obedience are the I yy of 


IV. his Converſation ! | 
ARS 


Tantum relligio potuit ſuadere ! 


Bor of ſuch like H. eretical Pratbices 

3 St. Paul ſufficiently warn'd the Afatic 
29, 30. Biſhops at Miletus, when he told them, 
that after his Departure ſhould grievous 
Wolves enter in among them, not ſparing the 

Flock! and that alſo of their own ſelves 

ſhould Men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe Things, 

to draw away Diſciples after them, And 

leſt the Work of Iniquity ſhould not go on 

with convenient Speed, the fame (Apoſtle 
hath informed us, that even the Laity 
1 _. ſhall give readily into the Seduction; the 
= Laity ſhall be Principals in the Confede- 


1 _ © racy” againſt themſelves, and fall into the 
wuoſt daring Schemes of ruining their own 
il 2 Tim. iv. Souls: For the Time will come when' they 
| „ Will not endure ſound Doctrine; but after 

7 their oum Luſts ſhall they heap to themſelves 

| l 7 Teachers, having itching Ears: And they 
| ppall turm away their Ears from the Truth, 
| | ws ſhall be turned unto Fables. 
No for the Prevention of theſe Erik, 
uh the Reſtoration of Eccleſiaſtical Peace : 
9 GA for 
bi 


Ve Heretich rejefled. 59 
for the detecting of Subtilty, and the fi- Sx KI. 
lencing of Preſumption; for the Re- eſta- IV. 


a fa <= 0 . 


. 


bliſhment of Truth, and the Puniſhment WWV 
of Offenders ; it is the 8 or the | | 


Apoſtle, in the 
IId place, To reject 4 Man that is an 


| n 


Tur Word Reject may carry Si with TY 
it the Air of Authority, or the Gentleneſs 
of Advice; and may import either the cus 
ting off an Offender by Ecclefaſtical Cen- 


ſures, or the Avoidance of his Company be- 


fore the Sentence ſhould be legally pro- 

nounc d. Both theſe Interpretations are 

warranted by the Writings af ahi Fathers, 1 
and ſupported by the Practice of the 
Church; and both of them may be here 
couch'd by St. Paul under the Word Ha- 
par: Which Word is not only rendred 
by *fNRejica, or Repelle; but by Fuge, De- 

vita, ſe Subducito; and is referr'd- to, in 
Ferom ; and is thought juſtifiable" by "the 
Cloſe of the Text, where an Hererick is 
ne ne ef . e 


| va 
7 72 in Loe. Bibl. & 
la ao. ch. iii. p. — Tom 


60 The Heretick refected. 
SERM. Tarzse two are the moſt plauſible ways 
IV; of interpreting the Meaning of the Apoſtle, 
* as to the firſt Expreſſions of the Text: 4 
Man that is an Heretic, rejectg. 

Born theſe Interpretations 1 hall 

make uſe of in the Diſcuſſion of this Sub- 

| ject : But foraſmuch as the Words do at 
the {Reading ſeem to look big and ma- 
20 giſterial, and to carry along with them an 
Air of Authority, and the Force of a 
Law and Comrnand; and foraſmuch alſo 
as they were to be the Rule of Ecclgſiaſtical 
Practice, and were directed to a Brfhop 
with whom the Cenſures of the Church 
were originally lodg'd ; I ſhall in the Re- 
mainder of this Diſcourſe uſe them in an 
_ authoritative Senſe, and leave their cau- 
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other Particulars of my next Sermon, 
= where I ſhall more largely treat of l- 

wh fſuſive Members of the Church. 7 
III. ER OMA the Import of the. Word 

Reje#, and the abſolute Commiſſion to 
Timothy of Rejecting; I obſerve an Au- 

thority lodg q in the Church, of Cenſuring, 
Correcting, and even n 85 its cor- 

| IO" Members. PROS 


Tu is, 


_ 


CCG Vu V 
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Tus, the very Notion of| @ Cburcb, as 85 58 
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IV. 
an Wanne Body, ſuppoſes, the Nature 
of Society implies, and the Good of every a 


Individual Member demands. As the 
Church is a Society of the Faith ful, ſo the 


Ground-work of their Unity muſt be pre- 
ſerv'd, and a due Connection of every 


Member, in a vital Subordination to the 
Head preſerv d; or elſe Diſorder and Con- 
fuſion will follow, and the Diſcord be- 


tween the contending ane n and | 
diſturb the very Head. Nu 18 


. * 
? 4b 
"WS 4. 4.4 3191 
#52 = 


Ix is impoſſible in hay watt „ Ne of | 


Things, that there ſhould be any Conti- 


nuance of Society, without the Power of 
preſerving itſelf; and unleſs Mutiny and 
Faction be ſuppreſs'd, and Order and 
Peace ſupported, the Ligaments of Go. 


vernment will ſoon diſſolve, and Anarchy 


and Confuſion over- ſpread the World. In 


Civil Societies, the Magiſtrate bears not 
the Sword in vain; but is an Avenger of 
thoſe that do ill, as well as a Protector of 
thoſe that do well : In Religious Communi- 


ties, the governing Power is the ſame, tho? 
the Nature of Puniſhment be different, 


_ the one may Oe the Diſpleaſure of 
| "On 


62 


the Goſpel of our Lord and Maſter remains 


_ (which were dictated bythe ſame Spirit) are 
receivedas the Rules of Faith and Practice, 
Hereſy can have no Plea to be admitted to 


The Heretich etre 
 Gad tas future State, as well as the other 


| 20 does the Puniſhment of the Prince in this 


As our great Maſter has inform'd us, that 
his Kingdom is not of this World, fo we 


don't pretend by our Divine Charter, to 


exerciſe thoſe Authorities which are Tem- 
poral, or to claim any thing which is ſu- 


peradded by the Civil Power, as eſſential 


to the Church. If theſe Privileges are 
withdrawn by the Powers that gave them, 
the Church is till upon her original Baſis, 


Matt. i and II barſoever is bound upon Earth ſhall 


be bound in Heaven, and whatſoever ſhall 
be hoſed on Earth ſhall be looſed in Heaven, 
the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
it, nor the Power of Tyrants diſannul her 
Edits. How ſhort ſoever the Civil 
Power may fall in her Pretenſions, it is 
certain that the Ecclefiaſtical is of Divine 
Authority. The Form of Government, 
and the Inſtitution of Perſons, are here de- | 
monſtratively from God: And as long as 


amongſt us, and the Epiſtles of his Apoſtles, 


the 
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the Communion of the Church; nor A- SE RM, 
poſtates to be receiv'd upon the foot of IV. 


Believers, For what Fellowſhip hath Righ- T9. N. 


teouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs ? Aud what + '5: 


' Communion . hath Light with Darkneſs ? 


And what Concord hath Chriſt with Belial? 
Or what' Part hath be that en with 


5 an Infidel ? 


„ WHOSOEVER believes not the Go- 

<« ſpel of Chriſt, or at leaſt denies any 
e Eſſential Part of the Chriſtian Faith, is 
“not a Chriſtian; and that not only be- 

* cauſe he wants a Part of that Faith 

« which denominates Men Chriſtians, 


« but alſo becauſe by diſbelieving he | 


Fart he doth by neceſſary Conſequence 5 


% overthrow the whole of Chriftianity.” 

For whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, James ii. 
and yet offend in one Point, be is guilty of 7D 
all. For he that ſaid, Do not commit A. 
dultery, ſaid alſo, Do not kill. Now r 
thou commit no Adultery, yet if thou fall, 
thouart become a Tranſgreſſor of the Law. 


An Omiſſion in Practice vacates our Obe- 


dience; but a Defect in Principles is an 
Attack upon God himſelf, and ſubjects 
us to hotter „ Si Heretiti font, 
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IV. Hereticks cannot be Chriſtians, unleſs Op- 
WY poſition. be Obedience, Falſity be Truth, 
A and Faction Faith. The Scripture. has 

rank'd: theſe free Thinkers and perverſe 
Actors with another Claſs of Men, and 
brought them down to the Level of Hea- 
thens and Infidels. The true Believer is 
to ſhew no Countenance to their Perſons, 
or Civility to their Tenets: But to look 
Jude v. 23- upon both as the Garment ſported with the 
laß, and to ſhun and avoid them; as un- 
. Clean Fella and publick Nui ſances, the 
very Touch of whoſe; Converſation mr 
 bathinfet agddefle 
| WHOEVER reads 1 Apoſtolic Bahor- 
tations upon this Head, can never. blame 
him, who has a large Cure of Souls, for 
guarding his Flock, according to the Ru- 
= brics, Liturgy, Articles, and Canons of 
that Church of which he is Miniſter. For 
a private Clergyman indeed to ſit in Judg- 
ment upon his Brother-Preſbyter, "may, 
abſtracted from proper Circumſtances, 
ſeem arbitrary and preſuming: But when 
a Congregation is diſturb'd by the Intru- 
1 fion of an Heretic, and his Hereſy is 
| - | 
| 
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oublickly: youch'd-in the Face of "the 8E RN. 
Communicants; What has the officiating IV. 
Perſon to do, but to guard the Souls com- 

mitted to his Charge, and repel thoſe that 

would annoy them? To ſuſpend the 


communicating of an Heretic for a Sea. 


ſon, and to lay the Proceedings before the 
proper Ordinary. If this is not juſtifiable, 
the Church -is. ſtripp'd-of all her inherent 
Authority in a Moment, and the Bible 
muſt truckle to an A f Parliament? 
The wild Boar out of the Foreſt may en- 


| ter the Vineyard at his Pleaſure, and Buy- _ 
ers and Sellers may traffick in the Temple? 


Bur Thanks; be to God, ue baue not. 
thus learned Chrift;' neither are we at li- 


berty to abuſe his Ordinances, and trifle © 


with the Cenſures of his Church. The 


Mord ef God ftandeth firm and immutable, 


like its Author; and though an Apoſtle on TT 


_ Earth, or an Angel from Heaven ſhould Gali. 8. 


preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that 


| which wwe have preacbed unto you, let him 
be accurſed. As I ſaid before, faith great ver, 9. 


St. Paul, ſo ſay Inow again, repeating the 


Frecept with Earneſtneſs and Importunity, 


and preſſing Conformity with Zea and 
Vor. I. F Lie- 


2 Free ene 6 5 | 
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SEB 4, Intrepidity; If any Man preach any ather ij 
2 . unto you, 3 Fame 
et hin be aceurſtd; id 0H Ol 
Ho then ate doſes betten he 
mutilate and curtail, who wreſt and per- 
vert the Sacred Word, and by forced Con- 
ſtructions, and Uncanonical Interpreta- 
tions, debaſe the Lord that bought | them, 
and offer Deſpite to the Spirit ' of Grace ! 
From ſuch withdraw thyſelf; excommuni- 
cate thera from 1 and Con- 
verſation, and let Infection be prevented 
Rom. xvi-by Diſtance and Reſerve. 7 beſvech you, 
17, 1%: Brethren, mark them which cue Divi- 
ans and Offences, ' contrary to the Analogy 
of Faith, and the Doctrine which" ye have | 
Eph. v. 11. learned; and avoid them. Have no Fel. 
 lowfhip with the unfruit ful Works of Dark 
2Theſ-iii. touch no wnclean Thing, Mie command you, Wi 
; Brethren, in the Name of aur Lord Feſu | 
Chrift, that ye, withdraw yourſelves from 
every Brother that walketh diſorderly, and 
not after the Tradition which ye received 
be i. from us : holding Faith and a god Con- 
1 cience; which ſome having put away, con- 
n Faith have es ner, and 


art =_ 
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are delivered unto Satan, that they may SERM. 
learn not to blaſpheme. I 
Now unto him that is able to keep you La 
from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs be- 2 25. 
| fore the Preſence of bis Glory with ex- 
| ceeding Joy: To the only wiſe God our Sa- 
viour, be Glory and Majeſty, Dominion and 
Power, both now and ever. Amen, Amen. 
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Kriowing that: be "abi 75 ſueb, Tr 
_ſubverted, and 7 L Ing con- 
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ö 1 E 8 E "Words ; are the Direction Sex RM, 
of St. Paul to Titus for the Govern- V. 
ment of a Dioceſe, oyer which the ; Apoſtle De] 
by the Guidance of Providence þ 9 
ſtituted him a Biff. 

AN D foraſmuch as Eccleſia ical "Go! 
vernment could no more ſubſiſt this Tem- 
foral, 3 ry the Authority of f gun bing 
thoſe that 45 ill, and encouraging thoſe 918 
do well; the Apoſtle here delivers to the 


hs F 3 new 
{ 


78, The Heretick rejected. 


SE . N. new conſtituted Biſhop the Power of eter- 
V. nal Life and Death, according to the Te- 


ner of the Gofpel Covenant, and that ori- 
ginal Charter left by our Lord to the Go- 


der we eng the, pe, r 


unto . the Key s of of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ſhall bind on Earth, 
22 be bound in Heaven; and whatſoever 
ye ſhall legſs o Earth, — be looſed in 
Heaven, 165 LEE 
Pv this Footing "the Clrtftian Shltely 
ſubſiſts, and all — eonftitnent\ Parts are 
tied down to Obedience upon the S$yuQi. 


ons of a, future Judgment; and the ſeve· 
ral legal Acts of the Church would he pa- 
lid in "Ke Court of Heaven, although, the 
had no Affiſtance from the 8 9 4 


| marry Kill. the fame, and perl God bas 
given, 29. Man can. fake away... Tempo-. 
ral Fe nalties no ways alle} an Bc 

cal Cenſur e:; And 15 the Power $ "that. 
= X nk, A 0 gf 1 N thei eir eee 
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The | Heretich rejected. 


vours and Gratuities of Men, but inveſted 
= Kill wich dhe Grants and'Immunitics of 
Heaven iI 


the Church is ſtill eben der eie Bats, 4 SER N. 
diveſted of temporal Authority, but not of V. 
her ſpiritunl Purity; ſtripp'd of the Fa- — 


„Wert chh Power e ucts kin ſhe -- 


denounces her Anatbemas againſt Hereſy 
as well as Prefuncueſi, and cuts off thoſe 
from her Communion, who would deſtroy 
her ene as well as. Mola bet Pra- 
Gia i d 002-25 15 
Aan ee an Heretieh, after, &c. 
Pa the fuller E and En- 
ſorcement of theſe Words, TIRE ta 
mn in my laſt Diſcourſe, 
1: is premuſe — concerning 
— in general, and was, of 
Practices of Hereficks,, © 
II. To conſider the Nature of this AR 
df Ryefting an Heretical Perſon. 
III. To remind you of the Authority 
- 2 lodg'd in the Church, of Cenſuring, 
-: Correlling, and even Clitting of 1 it's 
roten and corrupted Members. 
w. To deſcribe the mild and gentle 
27 FOR of proceeding in the = rave 


F 4 tion 
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— — — 
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V. 
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$1 E * regs this PRs "Ip an Offen. 


der: The Heretical Perſon is not to 
be r rejected, till air a fr and my 


Admonition. Jo innen s e 


* To expoſe che Ocioulheſt; of chat 
Hereſy, which is here ſtigmatiz d as 


the Suhject of Ecelgfiaſtztal Cenſire. 


VI. To enquire. into the Method of 2 
private Mans Behaviour towards an 
Hlereticł, upon Defect of an authori- 
..; qative;Sentencel{»vr en n ned 


VII. To enforce the ſeveral Reaſons in 


the Cloſe of the Text for this. cauti- 
ous Behaviour: The Heretick is ſub- 
verted and fennetb, and ſtands con- 
demned of neu e eum n 5 
Tas . Three firſt of theſe Particular 


1 2 already been the: Subject of a former 


Diſcourſe, and the Four remaining would 
ſue for your Attention this Morning. 
IVthly then, I AN to deſcribe the mild 


and gentle Method of proceeding in the 


Execution of this Authority upon an Of- 


fender; The Heretical Perſon is not to be 


rejeted, IAA and ſecond 
nition. Di Ae 42 ** 


90 #1 
ind Tas 


"7 4 


K 


| 
2 
— 
f 
=_ 


a. 


The-Heretih rejected. 


generous Proceedings which our Saviour 
has injoin'd in the xvuith Chapter of St. 


Marrbeuv, and the 15th, 16th,- 17th Ver- 


| ſes. Af thy -Brother ſball treſpaſs ' againſt 
thee,. go'and tell him bis Fault between thee 


arid bim alone: and if be ball bear thee, 
thou haſt gained. thy. Brother, But if be 
will not hear thee, then tale with thee one 
or two. more, that in the mouth ꝙ tuo or 


three Witneſſes every Word may be:gftabliſh-. 


ed. And if he ſpall neglect to bean them, 
tell it unto the Church : But if he neglecs 


to hear the Church, let bim be unto ae as 


an heathen Man, and a Publican. my 


Tux Proceeding here is ſo debe * | 
the Warning ſo charitable, that we maß 
plainly fee, that it is Obſtinacy only which 
can exaſperate Authority, and drive Mat- 


ters to Extremities. Whilſt there is any 


Probability of a Return, or the leaſt 
 Dawnings of Repetitance „ Admonitions 


and Exhortations are to be us d, and the 
Goodneſs of God and the Perſuaſion of his 
OW ulde unite ſor a Reformation. 

" 
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Tais Treatment is founded upon the 8 RM 
gentle Principles of Chriſtian Goodneſs and v. 
Compaſſion, and is a lovely Copy of thoſe 
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SAM. The greut Deſign of the Church is en 


V!. and 0 ſave that 'which'avas bt; to exert 
» her Avthority, and denounce her very 
 Anathema's- with charitable Views. If 


ſhe cuts off the rorten Lib, it is with a 
Deſign of preſerving the ſounder Parts of 
the Body. If ſhe rips up the Wound, it 
is to let out the Corruption,” and the more 


_ expeditiouſly to perfect the Cure. The 


very Act of Excommunication is not a final 
Reprobation, or fuch an irreverſible De- 
cree, as the Laws of the Medes en 


| ant, uch alter no. n 


2 Cor. ii. 
5 6. 


1 Cor. V. 
5. 13. 


Mildne and mereiful Temper of the 


Ix this were the Caſe; we ſhould Never 


Church of Receiving Priittents, and Re- 
admitting-the' Lapſed to Communion 4 nei- 
ther would St. Paul have wrote ſo preſ- 
ſingly in his ſecond Epiſtle to the Corin- 
whonr in his ft, he had excluded from 
the Congregation,” and deliver d * 
Satan for the Dftruckion of the Flen. 

Tux Purport of all this, is to — 


Church in her ſevereſt Acts of Cenſure, 
and from thence to lead you into an Opi- 
301 1 L nion 


S 2. 


have heard ſo much in the Primitive 


mn AmRSDRMSDOo35:. 
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nion of ber Moderation and Candor, in Sram. 4 
thoſe admonitory Acts which are previous V. 
| to.the Exciſion, of a Delinquent. 
Ho the Church: indeed may behave 
in the. laſt; Extremity, and what a: ſevere. 
Countenance the may put on, when O- 
flinaey and Incaregibleneſe are added to A. 
# /o/ta/y, ſhall be diſcoyered under our next 
e At preſent ſhe conceives 4 
| ſome Glimmerings of Hope, and is un- 
wil to exaſperate an, Offender, or wh 
| e. Breaches. of Separation by any 5 . 
| Far and haſty Determination. Let 1 
Gentleneſs try to alloy, and une, to 
reform, what, Power may provoke, and 

£1 Authority harden and exaſperate. 1 

In this Senſe. St. Paul cautions 75 :motly 

againſt too much Forwardneſs and Seve- 

rity in his Reprehenſions, and not to fall 
upon a Perſon of the next Order, and per- 
haps of greater Age than himſelf, without. 
due Deliberation = the moſt. convincin | 
Evidence. Rebule not an Elder, but in- 1 Tim. v. 'I 

treat him as a Father: - Againſt. an Eller * | 
receive not an Accuſation, but e two. 
or three Wi "Mr i 
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| 2 riſdiction, and exhorted to rebuke with all 


7. 11. fwallewed up with over-much Sorrow,” and 
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SAM. TrMorhv, Who in other Places of 
V. this Epiſtle is inveſted with Epiſcopal Ju- 


Aurbority, is here reſtrained the Exerciſe 
of his Ponte, and is advis d to Lenity to. 
Wards ſome Perſons, and Prudence lik 
ſome Circumſtances of Action. The leaſt 
that we can ſuppoſe is, that the firff-and 
ſecond Admonition ſhould precede Suſſ pen- 
ſion, and all Opportunities of Trial and 
Amendment ſhould” be allow'd to a De- 


2 Cor. ii. linquent, teft perhaps fuch” 4 one ſhould be 


Satan ſhould get an Advantage of ye A i 
V. I am to expoſe the Odiouſneſs of 
that Hereſy, which is here ſtigmatiz'd. as 
the Subject of Eccle cfiaftical Cenſure. 1 8 
Tnovon Mildneſs 18 the true Spirit « of 

the Goſpel, and Love and Forbearance the 


„ ad ͤ ͥ n Ñ -]A eo ole ion fc oo th + 


indelible Marks of a Chriſtian ; yet there ; 

are Caſes where theſe Virtues loſe their | 
Force, and are no more to be univerſally, : 
1 practis d, than Impunity” is to be alway $ 
5 reach'd but to a Malefactor, or Indul. 


gence to an harden'd and preſumptuous 
Sinner. The facred Defofitum of the 
Church is to be . guarded and pre- 

ſerved, 


wt n a 2797 


Good and that Form of found Mardi de- SE RM. 
fended, whith aas once delivered to the V. 
Saints. Moderation muſt loſe it's Force, * 
where Zeal and Conſtancy are injoin d; 
and where t there is neither Cold nan Heat, 

che Lukewarm: muſt, be ſpued out tbe 
| Mouth, St. Paul, St. Peter, and St. Tude, 
expreſs an uncommon Warmth againſt 

= Hereticks and Seducers: And, as if the 
Mildneſs of the Goſpel was of no farther 
Uſe to ſuch Apoſtates, the Apoſtlen at the 
very mentioning their Crimes, ſeem to 
kindle into an holy Rage, and all their 
Perſuaſives are turn'd into Rebukes and 
Satires. Thoſe holy and humble en. 
who upon other Subjects were full of 


Compaſſion, Forbearance, and Loue, and 
ſooth the new Converts with the .endear- 


| ing Character, of Elect of God, Holy and 

| Beloved ; now ſharpen their Style, and treat 

thoſe who would turn the Grace of God into jude 4, 8, 
V antonnsſs, as ravenous Wolves, filthy 10. 

= Dreamers, brute Beaſts, wandering. Stars. 
They paint out their Crimes by the Sins 

of Sodom and Gomorrah, by the Murder 

of Cain, the Sorcery of Balaam, and, the 
Rebellion of FR 5 And chat their Per- 


2 
ſons 


58 The Heretich vejefted. 
.$x 8 M1. ſons may have no Colour or Pretenos of 


che Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever, "and 


chains under We unto the. 


the great day. 
WnurRE now He Midi 


_ Apoſtolic Candor and Moderation to thofe, 
who' turn the Grace of God into Wanton- 
neſs, and count the Blood of the Covenant an 


dicate the Reputation of an abſent Friend; 
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| to thoſe who kick againſt the Saerifices, 
1 and lift up their Heels againſt the Hand; 
1 that feed tbem? If ſuch a Neutrality or 
| Indifference in Religion ſhould ſeize us, or, 
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Hands in Show or Form, at the Cruci- 
WA. fixion of our Lord ; we become acceſſory 
— 1 to his Paſſion, and daily crucify bim afreſ, 
1 and put him to open ſhame. I. it. not bing 


. ͤ— ——— ——— png 
— 
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V. Impunity, e e eee, 


compare their approaching Fate to that of 
Jude v. 6. apoſtate Angels, reſerv'd in everlaſting 
WS + 4 


and Indifference to Herefy ? Where is the 


— , , f 2D 


unboly thing ? Shall the Offices of ſocial 
Virtue and good Manners oblige us to vin- 


[ 4 and fhall we proſtitute the Altars of God : 


.” . | Hke Galko, we ſhould care for none of 
'  - _ things, or, like Pilate, only waſh our 


7 er all ye * Wan ? Can ye be idle | 


The Heratick rejected. 


4. diminiſh the Dignity of thar Suffer, 


whoſe Merits) were as ektenſtwe as your 


* t 
11 A 
= 
- 
* 2 


Crimes, and whoſe Sacrifice as infinite as 
that Juſtice it appeas d? Certaimiy the 
open Attacks of your Enemies muſt pro- 
voke your Courage and enliven your Faith. 

If Writing and Rejoinding ; if a Declara- 

tion before the Faithful, and in the more 
immediate Preſence of God, be nat a ſuf- 


| ficient Evidence, then the Nature of 


things are changed, the Commands of our 
Lord and his Apoſtles are vacated, and 
= Truth and Falſhood are upon the fame 
= Bottom. I vain have we Charge ta feed 


| the Fhck, over which the Holy. Ghoſt has 


made us Overſeers, if the wild Boar of the 
Foreft may break down the Incloſure, and 
ravage the Vineyard of our. Lord at his 
Pleafure. The Fences which God has 


plac'd to the Faith are to be kept up and 


ſecur'd; and though an Angel from Hea- 
ven, or an Apoſtle from Earth ſhould be 
ſuppoe'd to innovate upon the Faith, and 
preach another Doctrine that ye have not 
received, let him be accurſed. A Denun- 


dation N dee and 9 br 


— 


21898 


ob 
of the Agonies of your Lord, * 


201 fi 
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SER. Againſt: which, no Suppoſition can be 
V. formid; no Weakneſs alledg d, no Novel - 
u es juſtißed. In ſuch Caſes (ſays the 
Impor - Great and Learned Dr. Vaterland) we 
| NR. have no Concern at all with the Virtues or 
c 4 755 rene of falſe Teachers, be they 


42 + 


5 the Faith: i in amy — Inſtance,” (and 
what can be more groſs and inſolent than 


denying the Divinity of the Lord that re- 
deem'd them?) that is Reaſon ſuffici- 
e ent for refuſing Communion with them, 
« tho they were otherwiſe as bright as 
Angeli. And this 008 me to 8 
briefly of te 

Vith PARTIcuIAR of my Text, 
namely, The Method of a private Man's 
Behaviour towards an Heretick upon De- 
fect of an authoritative Sentence. 

IT may fo happen, that the Civil Pow- 
er may, through ſome Corruption of 
Manners, or for other Reaſons of State, 
be Enemies to Orthodoxy, (as it frequent- 
ly happen'd in the Progreſs of the Arian 
Hereſy; ) and by this Influence of the 
Temporal Magiſtrate, the Zeal of Eccle- 
ſiaſticks may dwindle, and t the Reins, of 
Diſcipline be looſed, * 
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The Hererict rejected. 81 
Is ſuch Caſes; every private Man is to 8ER M: 


— for his own ſelf; to excommunicate | V. 
the heretical Perſon PB his Company; 
W to avoid his Preſence as a Plague or In- 
fection; fo: hate the very Garment. ſpotted 
with Vice, and to /aetch his on Soul as 
Ja Nee out f the Burning. Vice it- 
ſelf is very ſpreading, and the Neighbdur- 
hood of it infectious and deſtruQive; Tis 
dangerous to play upon the Brink of the 
Precipice, and to lay a raw and unguard- 
ed Virtue in the Way of a Temptation. 
Diſtance may prevent the Danger, and 
Abſence ſecure our Innocence, whilſt evi 
8 Communications would. corrupt good Man- 


* 
Sd 
£40 
* 


ners, and the FW of the Sehe ad 


© {ns "the Horror of it. 


If any. Man, * Pat t 1 Tim. vi. 
and c conſent not to wholſome Words, even the *' 5 


d of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the 


Doctrine which is according to Godlineſs ; 


e is proud, knowing nothing, but doting 
about Queſtions and Strifes of Wards; where- 


of cometh Envy, Strife, Railings, evil gur 


mifings, perverſe Diſputings of Men of con- 


rupt Minds : from ſiich aui thdraw: thyſelf. 
Withdraw thyſelf from every Brother that 2 Thef. 


; | walketh diſarderly, and not after the Tra- ge 8 


Vor. III. G 2 dition 


Seu dition- which: be hat TRY you Clrif 


Vichly, I am: Wonen che: ren 


The Heretick rejected. 
and his Apoſtles .——- 


Reaſons in the Cloſe of the Text for this 
cautious Behaviour towards an Heretick : 
N are to know that ſuch an one is ſubvert- 
ed, and finneth, being condemned of himfelf. 
- In which Words there are Three Things 
to be briefly conſider” ol for mes nen, 
We ris Diſcourſe, "i? eh { ol 
ft, THE Subverſion; 4A 
n Tas Sip 5 092 
. THe- Sehnen 0 of an 
Heretic. 10 5 
I, Taz Heretick is Ader fe He 
kak overturn'd the Faith, and cut himſelf 
off from any vital Union with the Head cf | 
the Church, His Poſitions and Tenet 8 
are in direct Oppoſition to the Fundamen- 
tals of Chriſtianity ; and his Goſpel and 
Creed, what was not preach'd by the Au- 
thor and Finiſher of our Faith, and con- 
_ firm'd by the Apoſtles and their Succeffors, 
Truth is mangled and curtail'd, Texts are 
ſever d and disjointed, and the moſt poſi- 
tive Aſſertions falſly gloſs'd upon and im- 
piouſly perverted. Let the Moderation of 
h 1 * Times be never ſo flagrant, and 
the 


The Hereticl Fejefted. 


pfizing, St. John's Advice will be authen- 
tie; and a Zeal for the Faith, the Glory 


. 


the Promotion of an Heretick never ſo ſur- S E K M. 1 
V. 


of à Chriſtian. Look to yourſelves, that * - J me 8, 


| ye boſe not thoſe things which ae have ” 
| 0r0ught, but that ye receive à full Reward. 
Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth, and abideth not in 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, hath not God. If 
there come any unto you, and bring not this 
Doctrine, receive him not into'your H. ouſe, 
neither bid bim God Need. For he that 
biddeth him God ſpeed, is Partaker of his 
evil Deeds, Your Hof ſpitality i is criminal, 
and common Civility becomes unehriſtian: 
Your careſſing of an Heretick is the Eſpou- 
ſal of his Principles; and a Civilley tc to his 
Perſon, a Recognition of his Errors. 

20 24h, TRE Heretith hath funed: Sin- 
ned indeed in the worſt and moſt fatal 
Conſtruction of the Word ! Other Crimes 
would plead for ſome Mitigation from the 
Perverſeneſs of corrupted Nature, the 


Strength of a carnal Temptation, or the 


gratifying of a ſenſitive Paſſion: But He- 


ehh is an intellectual Pride, and à direct 


Oppoſition to the Deity itſelf: A Sin, 


5 82 and 


which links the Offender with Lucifer | 


84 De Heretick rejeted; 


Sk . and dhe apoftate Angels, and muſt always 
V. remain the more daring and inexcuſable, 
VE becauſe it has no Foundation in the De- 


N of Nature to enen or ron 
955 i 


— — — 


Ko. 22 
— 
— 8 . 


. D 


Z dyy, 8 Ax Heretich i is . « * 
elf. His own Principles are the cleareſt 
Evidence; his Writings and Actions, the 
moſt flagrant Teſtimonies againſt him. 
His Oppoſition to Reveal'd Knowledge 
muſt affect his own. Conſcience, and his 
public Declaration b alarm and eayties 
the Faithful. 2 


i 
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* 

As Relipton 3 is e by the God of 
Truth, and en ms a. ay ab MF 
modell'd or refin'd upon like a Syſtem of 
Philoſophy ; or to vary and change by the 
Humours and nen 01 f its n 
Profeſſors. Sr 32 Laos bis 


5 
4 #7" 2 1 2 


I ſhort, if a and hisown 
Revelation to be credited and maintaio'd; 
the Heretick ſtands hut a poor Chance 
for Contradicting and Blaſpheming, for 
Oppoſing and Peryerting what was firſt de- 
liver d e Fe was preach d by his 
bank e 


| The Heretick rejected. 85 

| Son, whit was confirm'd by his Spirit, S E RM. 

what was ſeal'd by his Martyrs; what ſi- V. 

lenc'd the Senate of Rome, and non-pluſs'd 

the Philoſophers of Athens, and for above 

W theſe Sixteen Hundred Yea! molt ſucceſ- 

fully triumph'd over the Malice of Ty- 

W rants and Devils. N 

= Now God grant, that no n 

W neſs and Indifference in Religion may 
eclipſe the Glory of the Goſpel, and oc- 

caſion our Candleſtich to be removed : But 

chat we may adorn the Dodtrine of our 

Lord and Saviour in all things ; profeſſing 

with our Lips what we believe in our 

Hearts; holding faſt that Form of ſound 

= Words, which was: once deliver'd to the 

Saints; and confirming the Orthodoxy of 


5 OC 3 453 US- 


of our Faith by the Uprightneſs and Regu- 
ie larity of our Practice. 

d BS Now to Father, Son, and H ol Ghoſt, 
- BE Three * but One Eternal God, be 


render d, &c 
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| The Honour oth N a 1 
0 e 


Ps Al. LXXXIL 6, 72 10 

I have ſaid, Ye are Gods ; and all 
of you are Chilares ht the M: WF 
Higgs. 

| But ye ſhall die Jike Men, and at 
like one of the Princes. EA 


HESE Words are 1 by 4 4 Sm ws 
Japh to the Fudges of Iſrael in the 1 
Reign of King Hezekiah, whoſe pious WWW 
Endeavours to reform the Courts of. Ju- 
dicature amongſt the Fews are largely de- 
ſcrib'd in the zoth and 31ſt Chapters of 
the ſecond Book of Chronicles, and his un- 
ſucceſsful REY as warmly reprimand- 
| G is ed 


. 


8 . Honour of Magiſtracy. 


Szxm. ed by ab, in the Beginning of his 
X et TT 


WW Iris dub U Pſaln, that 4.08 
pb is not wanting in beſtowing thoſe re- 
ſpectful Titles to the \Fewiſh Governors, | 
which the Dignity of their Office, and 
their Tenure from God, exacted from 
him: Neither was he unmindful of that 
High Truſt, which the Supreme Monarch 
of Heaven and Earth had put into their | 
Hands, and the Good of the Subject de- 
manded a faithful and impartial Execy- 
. 
ver. 1. God, ſays he, Rlandeth in the Congre- 
gation 7 the Migbty: He judgeth among 
the Gods: And therefore, ye Judges, who 
are inferior Deities, are. to conſider the 
Fountain from whence ye derive your 
Power, and that Juſt Sovereign to whom 
1X75 "ye arc finally accountable for the Execu- 
Ve 2 tion of it. How long will ye judge un- 
| juſtly, and acrept the Perſons of the With- 
ed? The Relation which ye bear to a 
" ſupreme and unſpo tted Judge, ſhould 
"rt you reſemble 1 the Proceedings, and 
copy out the Excellencies of your Divine 
Maſter, and encourage you to be as bold 
| in 
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15 in the Puniſhment of Vice, as in che Sup- SERM. ; 
bort and Protection of Virtue. © Oppreſ- VE 

+ | W fon will appear in many Shapes, and 

3 3 Want will extend her naked Arms for Re- 

„ W drefs and Comfort. The Indigent and 

1d 3 Fatherleſs are Suitors for your Protection; 
mand thoſe who have no other Friends upon 

at ; Earth muſt reſort to you as the Proxies 

h and Repreſentatives of Heaven. Defend Ver. 3, 4 

Ar = he Poor and Fatherleſs : : Do Juſtice to 

e che Aflicted and Needy. Deliver the Poor ; 
1- and Needy : Rid them out of * uy of 
de Wicked. 

- Tux Princes of this World tate FO 

; WE gated to you the Repreſentation of their 

0 Power; and the Supreme Governor of 
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Heaven and Earth demands an Execution 
of it, both from the Dignity of your high 
Stations, and the Account you mult give 
of your Truſt at your final Diflolation. 


Thave ſaid you are Gods, and all of you 


are the Children of the moſt High : But be 


not high-minded, but fear : Be not fo e- 
lated with the Honour, as to forget the 
Duties of your Station: Be not imperious 
and dogmatical, pofitive and arbitrary in 
the Execution of your Truſt: But conſider 

„„ the 
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go The Honour of Marifiracy, 
Sz NN. the Danger as well as the Height of your 
AL Situation; and let the Senſe of your own 
© Mortality, and your Accountableneſs to a 
Superior Judge, inſpire you with Candour 
and Benignity to your fellow Creatures. 

I have ſaid, Ne are Gods, &. ] 
.- FRoM. the Words, I have propos'd to 

forms wX allowing, Diſcourſe wren cheſe 

11 Tu great 99 — Dipnity of 

Magiſtracy : Thave ſaid, Ye areGods, 
and all of you are e Alufer of the Mo of 
High. 

a Fa uy Sa? Grades. to 

Magiſtrates from their own Morta- 

: lis, for a faithful and conſcientious 

Diſcharge of their Duty: Ye ſhall die 

dike Men, and fall like one of the 
People. 

III. Ax Application of the whole to 
ſuch Perſons as are to live in a duti- 
ful Obedience toward the Powers ſet 

over them, 

I. I am to conſider the great Honour 
and Dignity of Magiſtracy : I have ſaid, 
Ye are Gods, and ye are all the Children of 
the Moſt Haigh, 
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in a qualified and ſubordinate Senſe, com- 
© plunented with ſome of thoſe Titles which 
= belong originally to their Divine Founder. 
© Their Worth riſes in Dignity with their 


Station; the Magiſtrate enobles the Many 


er exalts the Lowneſs and Baſeneſs of the 
l have ſaid, Ne are Gods, and ye are the 


Children of the Moſt High. Your Charter 
your Office a Truſt from the Fountain of 


Power. Grace and. Submiſſion are to be 
in all our Actions. Common Civilities 
= are to be receiv'd as Bounties, and Pro- 
tection itſelf as a Gratuity from Heaven. 

W are not indeed by theſe Compli- 


ments to give God-like and flattering Ho- 
mage to Men, and to rob the-Creator of 


his incommunicable Attributes, that we 
ther are we, on the other hand, to reduce 


the Authority of thoſe whom God has ſet 


Over 


92 
sx R M. over us, to the Level of 'comr 

VI. nor to place the Origin of that dower 
EYV ourſelves, which God has retain'd' to his 


- 


I, 2. 


Rom. xiii. Obligations of | Conſcience. There: is no 


the Children of the Moſt High : Dignified 


Riſe: And though ye are but mortal Men 


The Honour of Magifracy 


proper Diſpoſal, and granted as his oon to 
his Deputies and Vicegerents upon Earth, 
The Nature of Government is to be right- 
ly conſider d, and the Perſons inveſted 
with it duly honour'd. The Inſtitution of 
Magiſtrates to be acknowledg d for Sacred 
and Divine, and a Submiſſion to their E- 
dicts complied with from the Dictates arid 


Power, but of God: The Powers that be, 
are ordained of God. Wheſoever therefore 
reſiteth the Power, refiſteth the Ordinance 
of God : And they that refiſt, ſhall Feceive 
to themſelves Damnation. Divinity is 
ſtamp'd afreſh upon the Character of our 
Rulers; and the very Entrance upon their 
Office takes them from the common Claſs 
of Men, and places them in a nearer Re- 
lation to the God of Power. T are all 


by your Stations, and enobled by your 


in your own Natures, and. fallible SANT 
Decrees, yet has the God of Power rais'd 
you . 


„ 
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you to ſuch a Dignity upon Earth, as his & E R N 
Angelic Miniſters enjoy in Heaven. be Fold 


VE 


Ix Compliance to this Exaltation, Let Ra. . 
every Soul be ſubject unto the; Higher Poum , 2. 


ers, Rendring to all their Dues : Tribute to. 
= whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cu 
Lam, Fear to whom: Fear, Honour to whom. 


Herder Submit yourſelves to every Ordi- Per. i. 


nance of Man for the Lord's fake : M he- 


12, 13,14. 


ber it he ſo the King, as Supreme; or un- 


to Governors, as unto them that are ſent by 
bim for the Puniſhment'of Evil N and 


| 2 the Praiſe of them that do well. 


In both theſe noted Places, we go 15 
Original as well as the Exerciſe of Power 
deſcribed to us: The Credentials of a Ma- 


giſtrate from God himſelf, and the Execu- 
; 0 a his Office for the Good of the Peo- 


Though the Ordinance be of Man, 


3 the loweſt Senſe of the Word, 


the Form and Model of Government 6 
ſhould be human, yet the Perſons govern- 


ing derive their Authority from God, and 


baving no Superiors upon Earth, are ac- 


med to bim ON for teſt Ain 
ſtration. lle 1 1 f i 3 ing 
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1 1 Hoi of Magiftr ary. 
$zxm. Uron this Scriptural Plan, the Pro 


VI. ers, the "Articles and Homilres wg our 


WD Church are form'd ; and the beſt Engines 
are play'd againſt Popery on the one hand, 
as well as the moſt ſucceſsful Arguments 


we make our Supplication for our Sove- 


_ reign, we ratify his Ti#les, as well as pledge 
our own Obedience; humbly requeſting i 
that be, duly confidering* whoſe Minifter b 


7s, and by whoſe Authority be alte, may 


ſeek the Honour and Glory of God in all his| 
Actions, and fudy to preſerve the Peopl I 


committed to his Charge, in Wealth, Peace, 


and Godlineſs ; and that the Subject 1 in Re 


turn, (who enjoys the Benefit of lis fa- 
therly Protection) may faithfully ſerve, 
duly bonour, and humbly obey bim, accord. 
ing to God's Holy G But, AH 
IIdly, From the Dignity of Magiftra. 
cy, and the Divine Original of Power, let 


us ſtoop a little to the Conſideration of the 
Mortality of our Governors, and thewſ 
briefly, how the Thoughts of their own 


Fate ſhould influence their Practice, and 
diſpoſe them to a faithful and conſeienti- 
ous Diſcharge of their Duty: 7+ ſhall die 
like Men, and fall like one of the Princes. 

. IT 


_ againſt popular Fat#ion on the other, When A 


ita hd tea 6 a SS i. ki. & ws © ae 
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| Ir is neceſſary to follow the Holy Ghoſt 8x R N. 


95 


in theſe debafing, as well as enobling Parts VI. 
| of the Character, that we may avoid 1 


ving flattering Titles to the Mighty, and 


by any Panegyricks upon the Office, cas 
che Magiſtrate to forget that he is a Man, 


The Perſon exalted is lite a City upon an 
Hill, conſpicuous to all around him by 


che Height of his Station, and ſurrounded 
wich Envy, from his Luſtre and Emi- 


| nence. But let not the rich Man glory in 
his Riches, nor the Mighty in his Strength. 


= Time and Chance happeneth to them all: 
= Fate and Diſappointments are the'Conſe- 


quences of their Ambition; Vexation and 


Folly may be the End of 1 8 


ment. 
Bur let a Man's Station be never fo 


eaſy, and his Proſpect never ſo promiſing: 
Let his Abilities be never ſo uncommon, 


and his Office never ſo honourable ; yet 


Death is a Conſideration which muſt low- 
er his Ambition; the leaving of Honour 
ſnould prevent the Abuſe of it, and the 


Account of another World create a Strict- 


neſs and Impartiality in this: Ye fhall die 
like Men, and 1 like one of the Princes. 
* ISAATLL 
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SE AM. 


The Honour of Magiſtracy. 
ISEHAIL not at preſent detain this Au- 


VI. dience with the Conſideration of theſe 
th Words as a common Lecture of Mortali- 


Job vi. 


12. 


ty, but ſhall apply them wholly to the 


Occaſion for which they are introdue'd, 


and refer them in a parti lar Manner to 


a Magiſtracy. . \ 


Iſt, Te. ſhall the. vor Titles * no 
Bar to your Diſſolution, but are oftentimes 
the Haſt ners and Forerunners of it. Sum- 
ptuous Living may fire your Blood, and 
Crouds of Companions hurry you to the 


Grave. Honour itſelf is a Trap to Death, 


and Length. of Days has been the. more 
frequent Portion of a Cloyfter than a Pa- 
lace, Magiſtracy itſelf is an Office of 
Difficulty and Fatigue; an Hurry of Bu- 
ſineſs exhauſts the Spirits; and continual 
Application muſt weaken and enervate the 
Body, as well as the Mind. To attend 
Courts with Conſtancy, and hear Cauſes 
with Impartiality ; to detect Fraud, and 


unravel Perjuries ; to ſift through preva- 


ricating Eyidences, and ſilence all muti- 
nous Complainants, requires that the 


Strength of a Man in Authority ſhould be 
the Strength of Stones, and his Fleſh Iron 
or Braſs. adly, 


De Hongs of Mogi = 
a Te ſball dis like Men; that is, like 8 E R NT. 
common and ordinary Men, without any VI. 
Exemption 0 your Perſons, or Privileges 3 
to your Stations. Your Honour fhall give a 
pou no Advantage in the Progreſs of your 
long Journey, nor alter your Reception at 
the "End af k. Ye ſhall be ftripp'd of all 
your gaudy Titles and numerous Atten- 
dants, and be thruſt as naked and defence- : 
leſs out of this World, as ye came at firſt 
into ĩit. Ve muſt die liłe Men, though e 
live lite Magiſtrates; and be· Mortals by 
your Fall, though ye are Gods? in y“,je 
Stations. I myſelf (ſays the Greateſt and ig vi 
Wiſeſt of Princes) am 4 mortal Man” Ike 1. 
ta-all, and tis ¶ Feſpring of bim that r 
firſt made of the Earth. . My Compoſition 
is human, and my Fate unavoidable: My 
Nativity and Death ſhall be of à piece 
with my Subjects, and my Crown ſhall 
make no Difference or Diſtinction at my 
Exit. When Tas born I drew in the com- ver. 3, 
mam Air, and fell upon the Earth which it 
of lite Nature, and the firſt Voice which T 
utter d was crying, as all others do. Fb ver. 4: 
there is no King that bad any other Begin- 
ning of Birth: for all Men have one En- ver. 5. 
Vo L. III. H france | 
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SERM, trance into Life," and the" like going out 
VI. Dives and Taxes muſt meet the com- 
mon Fate; and haughty Herod be ſinitten 


from Heaven, and eaten up of Worms, 
whilſt he is Lording it upon the Throne, 


and receiving the fulſome 8 bis 
Flatterers and Dependants.— But, 


34h, As Death is a Prelude to dar 


ment, and this World only a Trial and 

| Probation for another; ſo the Secrets of 

Sovernment ſhall be diſcloſed at that great 

and tremendous Day, and the hidden 
Springs of Action plac'd in the Light of 

Sd Guntenance. Then Party ſhall 

Ceaſe, and Faction droop her Head. The 


| Poor ſhall not want a Friend, nor the 


arraign d, and the Criminal acquitted; the 


Rich an Accuſer. Bribery ſhall be de- 
tected, and Partiality have an End. The 


Great ſhall no longer awe, nor the Mean 


_ tremble; Virtue, be dejected, nor. Vice 


triumphant... The Judges then ſhall be 


Righteous diſtinguiſhd by more beautiful 
Crowns, and the Oppreſſors loaded with 


more inſupportable Torments.— 


ALL theſe Conſiderations are n 
- unites TOP: ä of the Hale, Ye 


2 oe a at 
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99 
all die like Men, and Fall like” one "of the'St M. 


People : And 1 thought it proper to give VI. 


you a ſhort Glimpſe of them, that ye 


might ſo temper the Dignity of your Of. 
fice with the Diſſiculties that attend it, as 


to ſhew yourſelyes Miniſters of God, and | 


Stewards for your Fellow- Citizens | in Bon 


| Diſcharge of your Truſt. — eee 
Tus Remainder of the Time which 


your Patience ſhall allow me, ſhall be em- 
ploy' d in perſuadin 1 bots whiins Provi- 
dence has placd under your Care, to con- 


ſider their 0WN Happineſs, as well as your vale! 


Eaſe, and to /erve themſelves 178 a þ wn: 
able Submiſſion to Government. 


 1/ then, IWovrp intreat all People, | 


Rich and Pi High and Low, one with 


another, to conſider 5 Honour and Dig- 
nity of Magiſtracy, to weigh well the In- 


ſtitution as coming from God, to abate all 
perſonal Reflections on Ae Governors, 
and to remit all Cenſures to that Gpreme 


Being, by e ings NA _—_ 7 _ 


are conſtituted, - 
As you ſee the Riſe 2 Origin of Go- 
vernment is from God, ſo the Execution 


. it muſt be.deriv'd from the ſame Foun- 


H 2 tain. 


SERM. tain, Goyernors are in the Scri 
VI. Language ftil'd Gods; and if ere be any 
dignificancy or Propriety in that Exprei- 
ſion, it muſt exhibit to us the Largeneſs 

of their Power, and a lower Reſemblance 


The Honour of Al 


of their Perſons to the Almighty. As 
God in ſome meaſure rules this World. by 


ſecond Cauſes, and notifies his Pleaſure hy 


deputed Agents; ſo we are to look, upon 
1 


ſignedly into Commiſſion for the Execu- 


tion of his Laws, and the Security of his 


at ben. People. For Promotion! cometh neither 


from the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, uon yet 
from the South : And wuhy ? Gad is the 
Fudge, be putteth deve 7006, web w 
another. 
aal, 1 woULD. Gate the People to 
conſider their own Itereft; as Fae 
and comprehended under Magiſtracy: For 
if public Peace is to be ſecur d, and pri- 
vate Property guarded ; if Plenty is to en- 
ter into our Palaces, and complaining to: be 
remov'd from our Streets; J cannat ſec 
what Honours are too great for thoſe who 
are Guardians of our Civil Rights, and 
the Inſtruments of a * n 
be 


— 
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De Honour of Magiſtracy. 101 
The Inſtitution of Magiſtracy is for the $z K 4, 
Service of the World, and Ralers. were VI. 
not ordain'd as a Terror to good Works, but 
#6 Emil. The Lew is wot made for & righ- 1 Tim. i. | 
teous: Man, but for the Lawleſs and Diſo- % 1. 
bedient, for the Ungodly and for Sinners, 
fer Unboly\ and Profane, for Murderers of 
| Flthers and Murderers of Mothers, for 
* {oor Whoremongers, far" them | = 

Liars, pr r Perſon. When wett 
Enormities are fuppreſs d by the Prudence 
and Vigilance of our Governors, Bleflings 

muſt circulate through the Veins of a Na- 

tion, and every Member of the Body po- 

tic be Tefreth'd and ſtrengthenꝰd from 

R of the Head. 

; 2dly, FromM'the Dignity and Uſofubteſ | 
it Government we may infer the Neceſ— 

Aity of Obedience, and preis it upon the 

People, as well from the Principles of 

Duty, as the Conſideration of their own + 

Intereſt. - Let every Soul be ſubjett to the 

higher Powers, and every Chriſtian obey, 

not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience 
fake. Mutinies and Rebellions are Mon- 

OE" E"ORER Inſtitution ; and the 

| 1 1 *. 


102 The Honour of Mogiftracy. 


SU RM. Enemies of Ge/er' can in no Senſe be the 
I 2 Diſciples of the ſuffering Feſus. It is not 
only the Perſon of the Prince we are to 
reyerence, but the Superſcription of bis E 
Power in all his Deputies and Agents. 
Whoever re/its any of theſe inferior Offi- 
cers, oppoſes the Wiſdom of Providence, 
and reſiſts the Ordinance f God: The In- 
dignity aſcends and terminates in the ſu- 
. preme Monarch, and the Tranſgreſſor 
muſt expect Puniſhment in this n 
and Vengeance in another. 
4th and Jay, I wouLD adviſe all Per- 
ſons to be as little troubleſome as poflible 
to Magiſtrates. For Men in their Stations 
have Fatigue enough in the Suppreſſion of 
Vice, and the Commitment of heinous 
Offenders; and it is barbarous in us to 
pile freſh Weight upon their Shoulders by 
a Number of vexatious and frivolous 
Complaints. Magiſtracy itſelf is a Burden, 
as well as an Honour; and whoever loves 
a National Eſtabliſhment, and reſpects the 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice, will rather com- 
poſe inferior Matters of Difference, and 
recede from his Right. in Affairs of leſs 
; ante than be always ſolliciting 
Srl his 


4 
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his Friends on the Bench, and continually 8 E N NM. 


ſtorming for the Redreſs of Grievances. VI. 
Humour and Paſſion in ourſelves have 
oftentimes a greater Sway in Complaints 
and Appeals, than any notorious Violence 


and Injuſtice in our Neighbours ; and the 


Pride and Envy of an Aggreſſor may be 
a more deteſtable Nuſance to the Country, 
than the ſuppos'd Guilt and Inſolence of a 
Malefactor. 

TE Way, therefore, to prevent theſe 
and all other litigious Inconveniences, is 
for Perſons of all Ranks and Degrees to 
move regularly in their Spheres, and to be 
gentle and merciful in their Relative Capa- 
cities; to act like Men, and live like Chri- 


ſtians; to ſtudy. to be quiet, and do their 


own Bujineſs ; and unleſs the Public ſhould 
be injur'd, or their own private Loſs be 
inſupportable, to render Good for Evil, 
Bleſſing for Curſing, Prayers for Hatred, 
and Forgiveneſs for Treſpaſſes, Amen, 
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„ Pen IV, * . *. 
77 zaum is the principal Nias i aw 


fore get Wiſdom; and with al! 
1 Gertings get Underflanding. 


HESE - Words proceeding from, Sz 2M. 
the Mouth of a Perſon''who! was VII. 
nd remarkable and eminent for Wiſdom, 
may very juſtly. call for your Attention, 

as well in Deference to the Royal Speaker, 


as e e and 
Uſefulneſs of the Speech. 


Ix a buſy and ;nquifdivd Be, a 
the midit of the Schemes of ſo many Vir- 


tuoſoes in Religion as well as Learning; 
it may not be improper to look back upon 
the Fountain of Truth and Knowledge, 
* to dwell upon ſuch Diſcoveries, as 


God 
. 


106 Religious Wiſdom. 
SE RM. God af ſundry Times, and in divers Man- 
VII. ners has made known unto-the Fathers -by 


Ff .be Prophets. 


Vain Man would be wiſe! Vain and 
preſumptuous Maj, is for laying deep 
Schemes, and making freſh Diſcoveries ! 
But alas! he is born lile the wild Afs's 

Colt: Unfit for the unravelling of Myſte- 
ries, and incapacitated by Nature for the 
Diſcovery of hidden Truths, unleſs di- 
rected by a ſuperior Power, and conducted 

vy the Afliances of Revelation and Grace. 
_  Wamazy thus qualified and diſpoſed. fron: 
above, he ſeeks for Celeſtial Wiſdom, his 
Diſcoveries will anſwer his Expectations, 
and the God of Truth will lead him into 
ſuch Scenes of -Knowledge,/ as may pro- 
| bin en Barth: . Weir ee 
8 W 211 0; + . 

Miſdom is the S W n 
ae Wiſdom :. ae thy Get- 
tings, get Underſtanding. 

- FRom'the Words 1 ſhall make it my 
Buſine {s to do theſe ſeven Things. 

I. To give you the different and moſt 

material Acceptations' of the Word 
_ Wijtdow, both from the Canonical 
and 


Religious Wiſdom. 107 
and Apocrypbul Books of Scripture; SERM, 
_ - -and to obviate ſome Difficulties which ** 
atiſe from the perverſe Conſtruction 
5750 e Word * our ne * 1 
W - ticks. i SOD N | 

. To ſhew your ben Wil we are 
oblig d to ſeek after, and are ina x Ca- 
pacity of obtaining. 

mi To point out Feds Eacellency of 

this Wiſdom. , 

; IV; To lay baking you * proper 

Maps and Means of Gaining it. 

5 v. To expoſe the Folly of . h 

Wiſdom for any other Acquiſition. 

VI. To produce: the Encouragements 
woe have to ſeek after Wiſdom. 

0 VII. To demonſtrate the more imme- 
diate Neceſſity which ſome of us are 
under, 4 applying e to WI. 
dom. 
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Eee ae | 
molt material Acceptations of the Word | 
Wiſdom, both from the Canonical and A. | 
pocrypbal Books of Scripture, and to ob- | 
viate ſome Difficulties which ariſe from the | | 

Perverſe Conſtruction of this V * why our — 
modern Hereticks. 


THis 
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: 
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Religious Wiſdoth 

! l. Tuts I thought heteflary'to be done, 

Vit — Mr. #bifton's Revival of the 

e Hertſy, and his ſeveral Letters and 

Deſences of the Game, aigreat Streſs is laid 

upon ſome Expreſſions of the HApoerypha, 
and the Eigbeb Chapter of Proverbs is. 
| wreſted to the ſame Purpoſes. 0 
Fo the collecting of theſe ne 

of Scripture, this Writer has diſcover the 

Creation of Wiſdom ; and the Son 'of God 

being, as he ſuppoſes, repreſented by that 

Term, He triumphs much in the Conſe- 

quence,” that the San is a Creature, a Be- 

ing made in Time, and ſo Unequal to the 

Father in _ Edad A rn pb of the 

Godbead. bs 

To filence Sig ObjeRtion, it ry pro- 

per to look into the Scripture-Notion of 

Wiſdom, and fe the Senſe of Antiquity 

upon the ſame, eſpecially in the Writings of 

thoſe” Fathers who 'fouriſh'd about the 

Time of the Counci! of Mir, when the 

Arian Controverſy was ſo hotly agitated, 

that one would think Nothing ſhould eſ- 

cape the Search of ſuch N as 
the great and bleſſed ares nel 


* 


Tur, 


Fats Enquiry led rae! farther than ISN. 
was firſt aware of; but deſigning ſeveral, VII. 
Diſcourſes upon this Subject, (as oſt as my, WV 
Duty ſhonld bring me to this Place) L 
thought proper to lay the Foundation of 
the ride in this $6v-fald, Notion, % 15 

*. Hiſdun * r the Bfince | 
ef God be Fecher. or e mw 
gene. wy 
6, IT may e more imme 
diately refer to, the 4 and Oh 
> Perſons in the Tini. | 
at, IT may denote. the Gino 0 
by Inſpiration... n n 
4thly, Ir may acnifp Learning. F 

IT Prudence, or Diſeretion., | 

.;.6thiy, Religion. £19101 bz | i 
I. Wispox may 6gnify the Bſene of | | 
the Father, or Divinity in general. 9 
Tux Notion: which we — | 
gument, from whence: we would infer bis y 7 
Unity, ariſes. from the Ineonſiſtency f 
aſcribing theſe incommunieable Attributes, | 


Pe eb nn | 
; | ſiſtence. | 
| | 
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Sz RM. ſiſtence. God has fix'd ſich an Ineloſure 


VII. 


round himſelf, and guarded his Nature 


un Tuch an 207 ful Set of Expreſſions, 4 


that we can no more alter receivd Terms, 


than the Children of "Iſrael dar'd approach 
Mount Sinai, when Smoab and Li ghtning, 


and the Sound of a Trumpet,” and the Voice 


of Thunder forbad their impertinent Ga- 
Zing, and commanded a due Diſtance. 


| God is very jealous of his Name, and in- 


fiſts nicely upon his Honour: And we 


muſt therefore conclude, that thoſe who 
knew his Pleaſure, and partook of the Spi- 


rit for the Information of Poſterity, could 


not apply to the Creature, what is the 
Property of the Creator, nor dignify Mi. 
dom in particular with ſuch Terms as are 
appropriate and inſeparable from the Dei- 
ty, unleſs the Eſſence of God were con- 
tain'd under that Expreſſion.” 1 don't fay 
that wherever we find an exalted Enco- 


mium of Wiſdom in the Poetical Books of | 
Scripture, we are preſently to affirm that 
by it muſt be meant A God Infinite. in 
Wiſdom : But ſtill I dare to aſſert, that the 
Spirit always guides the Fire of a facred 
TR, and fo clears up his Ideas and Con- 
ceptions, 
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Upon the Thich of this barrel 
we muſt ſay, that infpir'd Writers have 
given us no diſtin Notions of God in 


his leading” and moſt aſtoniſhing Perfec- 


tions, unleſs we ſo interpret ſome Part of 
their Character of . dom, as to includs 
the Di vine Eſente Alſo, enn 

"Wrar can be à ſtronger Proof of 
God's Eternity, than thoſe Sayings of 'the 


Pſalmift ? ' The" Heavens ſhall' periſh, but Pla. ei. 
thou ſhalt remain. "Thou art the fame,” as 


thy Years ſhall have 10 End. ' Thou ſhalt 
endure for ever," and thy Remembrance 


through” all Ages. Before the Mountains 


were brought forth, or ever ibo 0 


formed the Earth and the World, even from 


3 ng to Everlaſtin ng, thou art God. 
AnD' now does not Solomon” introduce 

17 1/dom magnifying her Original in much 

the ame Pomp and Majeſty of” 'Expreſ- 


* 


£44 
* 


26, 27. 


x , 


fion ? De Lord poſſeſſed ne in the! Be- | Prov, v-.; 


old. © I was ſet up from Everlaſting ; Y Num 
* e or. even the Earth "Was, 


ds When 


22, * Fo 


ginning F bis Way, before” hii Works of 25, 26 
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Sz 2M. When there were no Depths I was brought | 
VII. farth; when there were nd Fountains 


9 abounding with Water: Befare the Mam. 


_ that if the former Aſſertions are a Proof of 

God's Eternity, the latter have an equal 
Share in Behalf of Wiſdom; and by Con- 
ſequence this Eternity of Wiſdom i is a Der & 


Job xxi. 


FS. 


| tains were. ſettled ; 'bgfore the Hill, 


was 1 brought forth: While as yet ha had 


not made the Earth, nor the Fields, non 
the big beſt Part of the Duft of the World. 

THrzss Words of Solomon are ſo pa- 
rallel to thoſe of King David, that one 
would think the Son had tranſcrib'd from 
the Father: Or at leaſt we muſt conclude, 


monſtration of her Divinity. Wc 


Tur Sor of Sirach gives ſome. patios 
Light to the Matter in Debate, by fixing 
the Reſidence and Habitation of Wiſdom 
in the ſame Place and Manner, and. aſ- 


cribing the ſame Operations. to her, that 
the Inſpir d Writers do to the Great and 


Eternal God. For whereas the Almighty 
is repreſented as laying the Beams of bis 


_ Chambers in the Waters, and making the 


| Clouds his Chariots, and walking in the : 
Circuit of Heaven, and Ming on the Wings 


of the Wind; Wiſdom alſo, — the ſame 
e 


1 1 "7% 9 an a *** 
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to come out of the Mouth of the Moſt: High, VII. 
and to cover the Earth as a Cloud; to 
dwell in high Places, and have her Throne 
in a cloudy Pillar; to compaſs the Circuit 
of Heaven ny and to wü —_ Bor- 
rom of the Deep. „ RD M. 2 * 4 

TRR Oran of: the World-is r 
— as an Inſtance of God's Omnipo- 
tence; and the Argument 1 is the: more re- 
markable, becauſe it is pitch d d pon by che © 


Author of the Epiſtle to tbe Hebrews, for a; gr | 


a Proof of our Saviour's Divinity. 
But does not the Scripture apply this Cre. 


ating. Peuer in as full Terms to #7 dom, „ 


as to God the Father? And muſt it not 

by this Application lead us to a Notion of 

her Godhead, or Divine Nature? The * i. 
Lord by Wiſdom hath founded the Furth; 

by Underflanding hath he eſtabliſbed the 
Heavens, | When' he prepared the Heavens, Ch. vii. 


(fays Wiſdom) I was there: When he fot 57 a 


a Compaſs upon the Face of thei Depth : 
When be eſtabliſhed\the.Glouds above: When 
be ftrengthned the: Fountains of the Deep: 
When be gave the Sea bis Decree, tbut the 
Hare ſhould not paſs his Commandnient : 
*  - 8: When 


| pompous'Metaphors and Allufions, is ſaid, S E R NM. 
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SERM. When he appointed the Foundations of the 

VII. Earth: Then was I by him, as one brought 

— up with him, and I was daily his Delight, 
Fecrag! ahways before him. 

To | theſe Attributes of Erernity. and 
| Ommipotence, the Author of the Book, 
ſtyl'd the Wi/dom of Solomon, joins the U- 

nity, Omnipreſence, and Immenfity of Wiſ 
dom ; and treats her in that awful Man- 

ner that any conſiderate Writer would do 

Wit. vi. God hindelf. Wiſdom, lich is the Worker 
ef all Things, taught me; for ſhe being but 
One, can do all Things; and remaining in 

berfelf ſhe maketh all Things new; For 

in ber is an underſtanding Spirit, holy, One 

only, manifold, ſubtil, lively, clear, ie" 

filed, plain, not ſubject to hurt, loving the 

. Thing that is good, ck which cannot be 

letted.. 


A2 2dh, From t. the Bfpnce of the Rather, 


let us proceed to the Son and the Holy 

6G Ibgl, and ſee how ſome Expreſſions be- 

: _ Ntow'd upon Hi/dow, comport with the 
Nature and Offce of theſe Tao Perſons. 

Tux largeſt Proof cannot, indeed, be 

expected upon this Head, becauſe the Ola 

| 6 ne and deci- 


1 I five 


- 


WW SE TT 20Y JJ 6 % % SS SH 1* 


e 


or elſe the Latte, would not 


to Wiſdom, which" the Armer dic to our 


| "of bis Father's Glory an the "expreſs T- 
"mage of hit Perſon, $49; the ple Fall 


1 
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five in the Doctrine of the Trinity, with- SE RM, 
out the Aſſfiſtance of the New : But if we * 1 
compare both together, we ſhall have 


Light enough to ſteer by, and the Point 


under Debate will 'be ey and my de- | 

termin d. ä 1078 
Ił is plain, that the T8 Evung gel 7 TE” 

$t. Matthito and st. "Luke, took K Sa- 

viour and i dom for Synonimous Terms, | 

ave aſcrib'd 


wp e Words 


the fame Action in much the 


Bleſſed Lord. Betotd, 1 (ays St. Mat. Matt 
thew, ſpeaking in the Perſon 6f at) * 
fend' unto you” Prophets, and Wi nb and 
Scribes! * But St. Lale givin "another Ap- Luke xi. 
ion to the Speaker, applies all "this ® 
Prodifto to the Wiſdom ef ns OE 

"My next Argument ſhall be Ulie 
Kern the Author of the Ppiftle'to the He- 
brews, who ſtyles the Son, the" Bri ightneſs 


Wings by his Power + Which Expreſſions 
have, in all Probability, an Eye to the th 
Chapter of iſdim, and the 25th and 
26th Verſes, "where W7 dom is ene 

F'2 ig 
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SE RM. ria d, By the Breath of the Power f God, 
VII. and . pure Influence flowing from the Glory 
YEN of the An ghty ; By the Brightneſs, of the 
Everlaſting Light, the wunſpotted Mirror of 
the Power of God, and tbe Image. of his 
Goodneſs. For fhe is more beautiful. than 
the Sun, and above all the Orden of Stars: 


Being compared with the, Light, ſee, 15 
found before it. 


AT "i rene. lend that. Wi is 7m this 
25 On, Book, as a as Eccleſiafticus, f 


to be Created, i which, has given 

ah Vin lie, ſome Occaſion to triumph in 

> his Revival, of the Arian Hereſy, and to 
conclude that the San, (hom he would 


, .,, have only meant there by idem) is but 


a Creature of the. Futber. But to this it 
may be anſwered, that Eternity, as well 
as Creatjon, is aſcrib'd. to MN iſdom by thoſe 
very Writers which he quotes; and we 
have as good Reaſon to interpret Creation 
in ſuch a Latitude as may comprehend un- 
deͤer it Generation, as he has to expound A 
way the obvious and receiv d Notion of 
Eternity, and to make it only fignify ſome 
conſiderable Time @ parte ante, and to re- 
ſpect chiefly that Branch of De e 
is 4 parte pt. 


Ir 


44 
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- IT. is not requiſite that the whole Cha- 8 2x34,” 
racter of Wiſdom ſhould any more than VII. 
every Circumſtance of a Prophecy belong . | 
ſolely to the Son of God; but it is ſufficient 
that ſome Part of it cannot, without ſtrain- | 
ing the Words, or perverting their Signi- 
—_ be” ny, W h to $156 mung 
elſe. 0 
Tur Streſs of * Are 1 bende! 
408 not reſt wholly upon this Interpreta- 
tion; but becauſe it has been produc'd by 
ſome of the Fathers for a Proof of Chriſt's' * | 
Divinity, I thought proper to give into | | 
this Notion of Wiſdom, as a corroborating 19 18 
Evidence of our Faith, and no wand 
Amuſement for this Day's Solemnity. 
1 BEFORE I leave the Argument, x 
would willingly remark farther to you, 
that the Son of Sirach, (from whom Mr. 
Whiſton took his chiefeſt Quotations) wrote - 
his Book of Ezcle/iaſticus upon the Model 
of the Proverbs, and doth, both in Senſe 
and Expreſſions, allude to Solomon's De- 
ſeription of Miſdom: Now it is plain, 
that Solomon, in one of the fore- mentioned 
Citations, interprets n, creauvit, for 
* GE” From which we may rea- 
Pr 7 I 4 ſonably 


A Ay — 2 — — 22 > - 1 
; ; 5 a « 
ä — 9 
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SB os Lonely conclnde that Wiſdom was gene- 
VII. rated, or begotten of the: Father, without 
any Impeachment of the Eternity of the 


Sen. And I appeal to any uagrepueke'd 
— whether it is not ſafer to pound 
a looſe Apocrypbal Writer, by chib/garinine 
and authentic Standard of a Canonical one, 
than to fall into the Whimſies of a Crack- 
brain d Heretic, and to blend the Ideas of 

Creation with Eternity, and impugn the 
Catholic Faith . ullaner an Autho- 
. 
ene faid lo HS of the Sountthers 

is the leſs Reaſon to expatiate upon the 


Su'itableneſs of the Word W:/dom, to de- 


note the Holy Ghoſt, The Office of this 
Perſon. was to comfort and ſandtiſy; to in- 
ſpire the Paſtors of the Goſpel, and lead 
the Flock i into the Paths of Truth and Ho- 
Uneſs: And we accordingly find it af- 


67,0 viii. firm d of Vi dom, That her Mouth ſball 
. Heal Truth, and Wickedneſs.is an Abomi- 
nation 10 hos, Lips: All the Words of ber 


Mouth are in Righteouſneſs '' There. is no- 
thing. froward or peruenſe in them : She 
will ſpeak of excellent. Things and the open- 
8555 her Mouth Ws right: Things. 
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| WELL therefore might the Perſon, who 8E K N. 


reprenans Solomon in the Apocrypha, peti- 
for W:/dom under ſome of the moſt 


VII. 
WAS. 


remarkable Properties which the Holy 


Ghoſt is diſtinguiſh'd by in the New Te- 


ſtament. O God of my Fathers, and Lord 


of Mercy, who haſt made all things with 


Heavens, and from the Throne f thy Glo- 


ry, that being preſent ſhe may labour with 


me, that I may know what is pleaſmg unto 


Wiſd. ix. 
1, 9, 10, 


11, 16, Ws 


thy Nord; ſend Wiſdom out of thy boly © 


thee. For ſhe knoweth and underſtandeth - 


Wiſdom was with thee, and knew thy Works, 


and was preſent when thou madeſt the 
World, and knew what was acceptable 


all things, and ſhe ſhall lead me ſoberly in 
my Doings, and preſerve me in her Power. 


in thy Si gt, and right in thy Command- 


ments. The things that are in Heaven, 
who bath ſearched out? And thy Counſel, 
0ho hath known, except thou give Wiſdom, 


and ſend thy Holy Spirit from above? For 


fo the Ways of them which lived on the 
Earth were reformed, and Men were taught 
the things that are pleaſing unto' thee, begs 
were Se —_ rm WOOTEN 


I 4 THE 


— co 


2 — . 
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 $BRM. THE laſt Property that I ſhall mention 


VII. of the Spirit, is his Sagacity or Penetrati- 


aon. We Spirit ſearcheth all things, yea, 


10, 11. phe deep things of God, and reveals oy 
Myſteries beyond the reach of Reaſon. 
-\ what. Man, knoweth the things of a _ | 
1 the Spirit of Man which is in lim? 
Even jo the things of God knoweth no Man, 
but the Spirit of God. 

 AGREEABLE to this Searching, Quick- 
neſs, and Omniſcience, we find Wiſdom 
Wiſd. vii; diſplay'd, as having all Power, over-ſee- 
#3, 24: ing all things, and going through all Under- 
ſtanding, pure and moſt ſubtil Spirits. For 
Wiſdom is more moving than any Motion: 
She paſſeth and goeth through all things, by 

reaſon of her Pureneſs. Y 

Zaly, WisDoM may denote n 
by whatever Method it may imprint the 
Grace of God and his ſpecial Direction on 
our Minds, and convey to us ſuch a Know- 
ledge of his Laws, and of the Myſteries 
of Religion, and of other hidden and ce- 
leſtial Truths, as was not diſcoverable by 
the Light of Nature. This Wiſdom was 
more eminently manifeſt in the Patriarchs 
and Prophets under the Old Teftament, and 
r 'F [ attain'd 


1 Wiſdom. ä 21 


attain' d its higheſt Perfection in our Savi- SERN. 
our and his Apeſtles under the New. For VII. 
God, who at ſundry Times, and in divers N 
| Manners, abe in Time paſt unto the Fa-. 
thers by the Prophets, bath in theſe laſt 
3 Days ſpoken unto Us by his Son. N ee 
I this Senſe of Inſpiration we may 
give a good Account of thoſe Texts of the 
Apocrypha, where we find it aſſerted f 
Vi zjdom, That ſhe maketh. all things new, wild. vii, 
and in all Ages entring into holy Souls, ma- 
keth them Friends of God, and Prophets : 
| for ſbe is privy to the Myſteries of the 
Knowledge of God, and a Lover of his 
Works, She entred into the Soul of the 
Servant of the Lord, and withſtood dread- 
ful Kings in Benders, and Signs. She open= 4 
ed the Mouth of the Dumb, and made the 
Tongues of them tat cannot ſpeak, ele- 
gene 
Ahh, N may ae Learning, 
as that Word comprehends under it the 
Knowledge of Men, Languages, and 
Things, whether they. be Natural, Moral, 
or Political. An Inſtance of this Wiſdom 
we have in King Solamen, who. requeſted 
and enjoyed it in the higheſt Perfection of 
any Man living. 


if 


wp. 2.5% 
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Sr Kt. His Philſophy was fo exquilite, that 


VII. he could diſcourle of Trees, from the Ce- 


(a th Kings ' dar-tree in Lebanon, even unto the Hyſſep 
iv. 33- ' that fpringeth out of the Well : His Senti- - 
meents were ſo juſt; and his Diction ſo 
Wiſd. vii. proper, that God granted bim to conceive 
5. as was meet, and to ſpeak as he would, For 
ver. 17, he had given him certain Knowledge of the 
. » 19:20, hinꝑr that are, namely, to know how the 
World «vas made, and the Operation of the 

Blements; ibe Beginning, Ending, and 
Midft of the Times ; the Alterations of the 
Ti urning of the Sun, and the Change of Sea- 
; the Circuit of Years, and the Pofiti- 
Ons f Stars. The Natures of living _ 
tures, and the Furies of wild Beaſts ; 
Violence of Winds, and the Reaſonings po 
Men; the Diverjities of Plants, and the 
Virtues of Roots ; and all fuch things as are 
either ſecret or manifeſt, them he knew. 
TE Moral Notions of this great King 
were-not at all inferior to his Philoſophical 
ones; nor were they leſs inſtructive to the 
Subject, or leſs beneficial to Poſterity: 
Ecel. xii. For, becauſe the Preacher was wiſe, he ftill 
o. taught the People Knowledge; and ſought to 
find out acceptable Words, and that which 


ap . dom. 


_ 
was written was upright, even Words of SR RN. 

Truth. He pate alſo three thouſand'Pro- VIE. 
verbs, ant kf arti a thouſand and rg | 


Ra w. 32% 


His Polity or Gema was fo fa- 


mous, as to draw neighbouring Princes to 
his Court, and to make Feruſelem the 


Solomon paſſed all the Kings of the Earth in 


the Earth fought the Preſence of Solomon, 
70 hear bis W e 5 
Heart. Ir 


Ftbly, Wispost may ſignify Prudence 
and Di/cretion in the Management of our 


Private and Domeſtic Affairs: For Wiſ- 
dom lays Schemes, concerts Meaſures, a- 
dapts Means, compares Appearances, md 
weighs Confequences, that the may act 


and be accountable for the Goodneſs of 


her Intentions, whatever be the Event and | 
Succeſs of the Enterprize. 


ſhe) dwell with Prudence, and find out 12, 4. 
Knowledge of witty Twoentions. © Counſel is 
mine, and found Wiſdom: I am "_ 
* I have e, 


5 
* 


Riches and Wiſdom : And all the Kings f 


upon the moſt probable and ſafe Grounds 


p Wiſdom (fays p, Prov. ol 


Seat of Riches and Happineſs. Er Es || 


* 
8 


. 5 


4 
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SRM. What Man is be, therefore, who would. 
VII. be famous in his Generation, dextrous in 
his Management, and provident againſt 
wid. viii. Diſaſters? Let bim take Wiſdom to himſelf 
* to live with him, that ſhe may be a Coun- 
ſeller of good things, and a aer, in 
Cares and Grief. 
ver. 6, 7. Fa Man defire. much e * 
knoweth- things of old, and conjectureth a- 
right what is to come. I Prudence work, 
why of all that are is a more cunning Work- 
man. than. ſhe ? Fur ſhe knoweth the Sub- 
teties of Speeches, and can expound- dark 
Sentences :, She foreſeeth Signs and Mon- 
ders, and the Events of Seaſons and Times. 
- 6thly and laſtly, Wisbom: doth moſt 
frequently lignify * Rel:g:0n, and the Op- 
poſite, Folly, is branded with the oppro- 
brious and hateful Name of Vice. Thus 
we read, that the Fear f the Lord is to 
hate Evil ; and the ſame Fear of the Lord 
Ecclus. i. is ſtil'd the Beginning, the Fulneſs, and the 
. A 15. Crown of Wiſdom. Conſonant to this are 
_ thoſe noted Expreſſions of Job and Solo- 
mon; * nh oh the Holy is Under- 
handing, 
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filing; but Fools deſpiſe Wiſdom and — 
b e Uto Man he ſaid, Behold the 
Fear of the Lord, that is Wiſdom, and to N 
depart from Evil is ' Under ſtanding. 05 .ix.10. 
Moſes. urges the Tjrazlites' to Obedience 28, 
from this very Conſideration of Wiſdom. 
Bebold (fays he) I have taught pou Judg- Devt _ 
ments and Statutes; even as the" Lord my 5» © 
| God commanded me: Keep, therefore, and 
do them; for this is your Wiſdom, and your 
Underſtanding in the Sight of the Nations, 
which. ſhall hear all theſe Statutes, and jay, 
Surely this great Nation is a we: and un. 
 derftanding People: 

- I nave. thus run 3 the, differcht 
rok moſt material Acceptations of the 
Mord Miſdom, and encounter d ſuch Ob- 
jections as might weaken the Doctrine, 
which, upon this Fęſtival, we ſo ſolemn- 
ly profeſs and commemorate; and which 
might alſo caſt a Stumbling- block in the 
Way of thoſe who acknowledge the My- 
fery of the Trinity, and are now dedica- 
ted to the Preaching and Defence of the 
Catholic Faith. 

-Wnar I have this Morning inſiſted 
"nw 1s only introductory to ſome other 

Diſcourſes, 


| Religious Wiſtom. 


ngen which I deſign, by the Bleſ. 


ſing of God, to deliver to this Audience, 
d Coun, of my Duty ſhall call me 
hither, But I ſhall detain you no longer 
at preſent, than whilſt I ſhut up all by a 
ſhort Confeſſion of our Faith, and an 
Goodneſs: of God, ma tun 
er ACRE * 


Almighty and Everlaſting Ged, FEE hoſt 
given unto us thy Servants Grace, by the 
Confeſſion of a true Faith, to acknowledge 
the Glory of the Eternal Trinity, and in the 
Power of the Divine Majeſty to wor ſbip the 
Unity; We beſeech thee, that\ thou wouldeſt 
keep us fledfaſt in this Faith, and evermore 
defend us from all Adverfities, who liveſt 
and rei gneſt One God, World without End. 
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1 how is the principal AR 1 | 
ere get Wiſdom; and with all 
2 _#hy Gettings, get Un de rp * nding. a 


N my laſt Diſcourſe upon theſe Words, SERM. 
I propos d wm erer to le Con- VIII. 
'Gderaton „ — 
J. To give Jou the dire and moſt 
material Acceptations of the Word. 
Wiſdom, both from the Canonical 
and Apocrypbal Books of Scripture ; 
and to obviate ſome Difficulties which 
ariſe from the perverſe Conſtruction 
of this Word by our modern Here- 
ticks. 
II. To ſhew you what Wiſdom me are 
dus _ + | obligdtoſcek aſter, and are in a Ca- 
ny ** of getting. 


neee &* %* *» WP 


III. To 


- — of — —— 1 
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SzRM, III. To point out the Excellency of 


VIII. chis Wiſdom. 


Ways and Means of gaining it. 
V. To expoſe the Folly of neglecting 
Wiſdom for any other Acquiſition. 
VI. To produce the Encouragements 
we have to ſeek after Wiſdom. 


VII. To demonſtrate the more imme 


diate: Neceſſity which ſome of us are 
under, of applying N to Wi Ned 

\ dom. „ 
1 nave already run dada che fte 


dent and moſt material Acceptations of the 
Word i ſdum under Six ſeveral Headl ; 
and ſhall now proceed i inthe... Fa 


4 Tu 


IId place, To ſhew you what 2 


we are oblig'd to ſeek after, and what De- 
gree of this Wiſdom we may be in a Ca- 
pacity of obtaining, according to the 38 0 

mention d Signification of the Word, i 
its ſeveral various Reſpects: Get Wildm ; ; 
and with all thy Gettings, get Underfland- 
mg. | „ 7 Ow 
1 Ir we take Wiſdom for the Eſſence 
of the Father, or Divinity in general ; it 
is une that we ſhould have ſuch full 
and 


R lay before you the proper 


FF . ² EEESSS.S 
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and adequate Notions of it, as of thoſe 8 E NN. 
things which fall more directly under our VIII. 


Senſes, and lie more level to our Percep- 


tions and Capacities : Touching the Almigh- Jo 2 


ty, we cannot find him out; nor know the '* 


| wondrous things of him, which is perfect in 


Knowledge. Inquilitiveneſs muſt have 
Bounds in ſome myſterious Caſes, and 
Thought may be loſt in the Penetration of 


an incomprehenſible Object. For , 0 xi, 
tou by ſearching find out God h. Canſt thou” 919 

find out the Almighty to Perfection? It "is 
| as higb as Heaven, what cunſt thou do? 


Deeper than Hell, what canſt thou know? 
The Meaſure \ thereof is longer than the 
Earth, and broader than the Sa. 


Now the Purport of theſe pompous 


Expreſſions, and of many others of the 
ame Kind, is, That Perfection of Divine 
Knowledge is impoſſible, and a full Com- 
prehenſion of Infinity is what no Ways 
comports with the limited Nature of 
weak and erroneous Mortals. However, 
we are not altogether ſtupid and ignorant, 
neither do we remain in a total State of 
Inſenſibility: Some Knowledge is the na- 
tural Portion of Mankind, and other may 
be acquir'd by the Bleſſing of God upon 

Vor. III. * lawful 


130 Religious Wiſdom. 

SERM. lawful Means, and. proper Applications, 
VIII. God has at fundry Times, and in divers 
WY" Manners, made ſuch ample Diſcovyeries of 
hmaimſelf, that we muſt conclude, that he is, 
and that be is a Rewarder of them that dili- 
gently ſeek him. It is our Duty to ſearch 
_ after him, and it vill be our Happineſs to 
find him. The Heavens declare his Glory, 
and the Firmament ſheweth his Handy- 
work, Day and Night alternately pro- 
claim his Providence; and Seed-time and 
Harveſt are the ſtanding Proofs of hi 
Soodneſs. It is our Buſineſs, by the Uſe 
of Reaſon, by the Obſervation of Cauſes, 
and by the Improvement of Revelation, 
to ſurvey the Beauty of God in his Crea- i 
tures, his Omnipotence in the Structure of 
the World, his Wiſdom in the Govern- 
ment of free Agents, and his Mercy in the 
Redemption of Sinnets. As we improve 
in Underſtanding and ripen in Judgment, 
we ſhall naturally proceed to higher At- 
tainments, and learn to think and argue 

in a more refined Way; and ſo come to 
clearer and more diſtinct Notions, of a ſu- 

preme Being, and to honour him in his 

Attributes with a more decent and rational 
Worſhip. For there are Degrees of Know: | 

Jeage, 
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lee; as well as of Faith; and if we don tSERM, 


ſoar beyond our Strength, nor covet what VIII. 
is forbidden, Wiſdom will facilitate our WW 


Attempts, cd us in our Searches, and 
render the Object of our ene on 
familiar to our Capacities. 
 2dy, Ir we refer Wiſdom to the 86) 
and the Holy Ghoft, it will be ſome Satiſ- 
faction to us, that we can find the Foot 
ſteps of a Trinity in the Old Neſtament, and 
that a Plurality ef Perſons at leaſt was re- 
vealed to the Fathers, and believed by the 
moſt intelligent Part of the Jeuiſb Church. 
The fathoming of this Myfery, as more 
fully deliver'd in the Goſpel, may be be- 
yond the Line of human Reaſon; and 
the Diſtinction of Three Per/ons in the 
ſame undivided Eſence may not be ſo eaſi- 
ly accounted for in the common Ways of 
Argumentation: However, Wiſdom has 
here her proper Sphere and Province, and 
is as commendable for her Fuith upon 
ſome Subjects, as her Demon/trations upon 
others. Let the Doctrine be never fo 
myſterious, if the Revelation of it be 
plain, the Mind cannot heſitate or demur, 
much leſs deny her Aſſent without charg- 
* S with Prevarications, and fixing a 
0 k K 2 Lie 


Reining Wiſdom. 


| $81 RM. * upon Veracity itſelf. Some Men of 


; perverſe Tempers and warm Imaginations 


may think there is a great deal of Courage 


in fidelity, and may reckon no ſmall Ap- 
plauſe due to themſelves for leaving (what 
they call) the Bigotry and Superſtitimm of 
the Ancients: But there is a Viſdom above 
what is ritten; a Wiſdom of this World, 
which is Fooliſhmeſs. with God; and your 
Hereticks and Debauchees, in Conceit of 
this Wiſdom, may not nom God in a Tri- 
nity of Perſons, laving tbeir fooliſh Heart 
harden'd, and becoming vain in the Pride of 
their own Imaginations. But true Wiſdom 
is never Opiniative, or Head- ſtrong; ne- 
ver unſeaſonably dogmatical, or perverſſy 
diſputatious: She flandeth in the Ways, and 
" fect and aſteth for the old Paths, where 


is the good Way, and walketh 8 pur- | 


ſuing. Truth, and diſtinguiſhing Error; 
guarding againſt Heredp, - and proteſting 
againſt Seducers. 

Tu Is is properly the Wiſdom a "4g 
Jieving;: the Wiſdom of embracing Myſte- 
ries, and of defending the Catholic Faith 
in the Divinity of the Son and the Holy 
Ghoſt, The ſeeking after this V iſdom, and 
Wan en af it in that Way and 
4 8 Method 
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Method which God has preſcrib'd, is of Sy AM. 
the higheſt Uſe and Importance in an VIII. 
Age, where Arians and Deifts fo blaſphe- - 


 mouſly triumph, and Men ſtudy to be. 
Fools by the Profeſſion of Infidelity. 
 2dly, Ir we take Wiſdom for Inſpira- 
tion, we muſt acknowledge, that this ex- 
traordinary and miraculous Gift is now 
ceaſed, and that the greateſt Monuments 
which remain of it are in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtament. Here the 
Dead ſtill ſpeak ; Moſes and the Prophets 
call for Obedience; the Evangelifts and 
Apoſtles inſtru& the Church. If Wiſdom 
is to be found upon Earth, here is her 
Reſidence: If Underſtanding has any Place 
amongſt the Sons of Men, it is with fuch 
chiefly as conſult, the Oracles of God, and 
draw their Obſervations from the Foun- 
tain of Truth. The P/almft glories much 
in this Privilege, and imputes the Happi- 
neſs of his Reign to his intimate Conver- 
„ and frequent Peruſals of the Divine 


Thou through thy Commandments Paal. crir. 


Ter pede me wiſer than mine Enemies : for 98, 99, 
they are ever with me. 1 have more Un- 


8 than: all my Teachers : for thy 
$3411 K 3 | Te imo- 


134 2 , gabe, 
SSR N. Teſimonies are my Meditation, I under- 
VIII. and more than the Ancients, Pg I 
* he, thy Precepts. 
Now, although the A of Inſpiration 

' les the Word inſpir'd fill remains: 
Though Men no longer ſee Viſians, nor 
dream Dreams; yet they may have re- 
courſe to their prophetic Fathers, who 
were honour'd with theſe Privileges; and 

from their genuine Works may learn the 

Meaſures of Faith, and the Neceſſity of 
Obedience, and both by Precept and Ex- 
ample ſo to form their Lives, as to be 
wiſe unto Salvation, and Inberitors of . 
mortality. 

Albh, Ir we take y Enlaun for Lars. 
ing, as that Term comprehends under it, 
the Knowledge of Men, Languages, and 
Things, whether they be Natural, Moral; 
or Political; we ſhall have a large Field 
for our Contemplation, and Variety of 
Objects to gratify our Thirſt and Curioſi- 
ty. But even in this gay and alluring 
| Scene, Exceſſes are to be ayozded, and the 

true Uſes of Learning purſu'd. The Lin- 

guiſt and Virtugſo ſhould conſider that their 
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and that a Moderation of Study is as uſeful 8E N 11. 
as that of Diet, and that a Competency of VIII. 
earning is as ſufficient as that of Wealth. — 


There are ſome Men whto would be wiſe, 
though they are born like the wild Aﬀe's 
Colt; and there ate others, who are al- 
ways intent upon dark and intricate My- 
ſteries, and filling the World with their 


new Notions and Diſcoveries ; whereas 


much of this impertinent Learning is 4 
Wearineſs to the Fleſh, and "of "making 
many Books there is mo End; A wiſe 
Man will ſtem this difficult Tide, and 
chuſe a proper Medium between ſo many 
dangerous Extremes: He will leave Sloth 


and Lazineſs on the one hand, and keep 
at a Diſtance from Vanity and Preſumption 


on the orber; ſtill bending his Courſe by 
Faith and Humility, and directing his 
Eye by Truth and Virtue, How far he 
may proceed in this learned Journey, or 
by what Impediments he may be diſabled 
from any fatther Purſuits, is impoſſible to 
be determin'd amidſt the Variety of fo 
many Circumſtances which beſet and en- 
compaſs human Nature; Learning muſt 


Re in Degree, Extent, and Uſfulneh, 


K 4 accord. 


1 


* 
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according to Men's Stations, Opportuni- 
ties, and Capacities, The great Critic 
Longinus hath told us, That amongſt 
e the five Cauſes of Sublimity, the moſt 


„noble and eminent is a Largeneſs of 


« Soul, and an Height of Thought to 
*© conceive Things happily But this be- 
** ing primarily a Gift rather than an Ac- 


. *©/ quifition, he adviſes thoſe who are bleſ- 


* ſed with ſuch a natural Endowment, to 
* train up the Spirit (as much as in them 


«c 


<< lies) to its native Height, and to keep 
{ it always big and teeming with a ſort of 
* a noble and gallant Pride: For the Fur- 
** therance and Improvement thereof, he 
* would have the additional Figures and 
* Colourings of Art, and a Nobleneſs of 
*« Expreſſion ariſing from the Choice of 
* Words, and the Elegance of Language. 
* And to finiſh all, a nice filing off and 
ordering of every, lafty and ſhining 


Thought, for the beautifying of the 
„ whole Diſcourſe, and the Mets of 


*« Obſcurity in any Part of it. [7 
Tas Inſtructions nd 8 an 


Eye principally to the forming of a Rhe- 
1 or a Tote Writer, and point 


more 
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more directly to the Oratory of the Pul- Sx x NC. 
pit, the Bar, and the Senate: In theſe VIII. 
Places, Learning ſhould ſhine in its ful. 
Luſtre, and ſuch a Degree of it be ac- 

quir'd, as may be ſerviceable to God, 

our Country and ourſelves. In inferior 
Perſons,” and more common Occupa- 

tions, ſmaller Attainments may be excu- 

fable, becauſe they as fully anſwer the 

true Purpoſes of Living, and as much a- 
dorn the Stations of the Occupiers, as the 
Knowledge of Sciences, or the forming of 
Syllogyſms. Some Men's Thoughts are 
chain'd down by Poverty, and others are 
crampt by a numerous and extrayagant 
Family: And for ſuch as theſe, the San of 

Sirach hath made a reaſonable and hand- 

ſome Apology : How can he be wiſe, that Ecelus. 
giveth his Mind to make Furrows, and is 28 
Hiligent, to give the Kine Fodder ? How 

can be get Wiſdom that holdeth the Plough, Ver. 25. 
and that glorieth in the Goad ? That dri. 

veth Oxen, and is occupied in their La- 

bours, and whoſe Talk is of Bullocks? of 
what Uſe are Politics to a Beggar ? Lan- 

guages to a Chum; Or Metaphyſics to a i 
Peaſant? Can ſuch Men live by Terms, | 
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SE RM. or feed on Diſtinctions? Can they cloath 
VIII. their own naked Bodies, or ſubſiſt their 
numerous Families, by Lectures on Ari. 
= fotle, or Demonſtrations from Euclid. 
—_ -- There are other Perſons more regularly 
C | | depuited for theſe Studies, and from their 
Lips may abſtruſer Knowledge be requi- 
= red. For the Wiſdom of a learned Man 
42 cometh by Opportunity and Leiſure :. And 
| Ver. 24. be that ' hath little "Buſineſs ſhall become 
wiſe. Every Carpenter and Work-maſter 
= Ver. 27. may be diligent to make great Variety, and 
1 give themſelves to counterfeit Inagery: 
1 The Smith may fit by the Anvil, and fight 
with the Heat of the Furnace, whilſt the 
Noiſe of the Hammer is ever in his Ears, 
and the Vapour of the Fire waſteth bis 
Fleſh : The Potter may turn about the 
Wheel with his Feet, and faſhion the Clay 
with his Arm, and make all his Work in 
Number, Exactneſs and Beauty: For theſe 
are Actions within their own Sphere, and 
the proper Employments of Artificers and 
Foe, 31, Mechanics: All theſe rut to their Hands; 
and every one is wiſe in bis own Work. 
MWitbout tbeſe cannot a- City be inhabited ; 
and they ſhall not dwell 4where they will, nor 
a 5 go 
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tain the State of the World, and all their *© 
Defire is in the Work of their Craft. They 


ſhall not be ſought for in Public Council, 


nor fit high in the Congregation : They ſhall 
not fit on the Fudge s Scat, nor underſtand 


the Sentence of Judgment: They cannot 


declare Juſtice and Fudgment, and they 
ſhall not be found where Parables are ſpo- 


| From theſe ſundry and accurate Ob- 
ſervations of the Son of Sirach, we ſee 


Caſes have their preſcrib'd Bounds, and 


relate primarily to the Fun&ions of ſome 
particular Perſons; and that a Progreſs 
and Improvement in Wiſdom is fo far to. 

be deſir d and encourag'd by us all, as to 
adorn our Stations, and make us uſeful to 
the Public in that Condition we live, and 


tbiy, Ir we take Wiſdom for Pru- 


Hence, as ' That is commonly rank'd a- 


mongſt the Cardinal Virtues of Morality, 


we 


go up and down, Their Confinement is to 8E RL. 
the Shop and the | Counter,” and their III. 
Thoughts are not to ſally in "queſt of "VV 
| deeper Knowledge ; But they | ſhall main- Ver. 33 
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SERM; we ſhall find the Acquiſition of it highly 
VIII. requiſite; for the Conduct of this Life, in 
Reference and Subordination to the Hap- 
FPigeſs of another. Our Saviour advis'd his 
* Diſciples to add the . iſdom of the Serpent 
to the Innocency of the Dove; and St. Paul 
farther recommends the ſame Admonition 
to the \Ephefians under the Terms of 
Malling circumſpectiy, not as Fools, but as | 
Wiſe.. Reaſon will direct us to Prudence, 
for. the Contrivance, Management, and 
Execution of our lawful Deſigns, and will 
- require. from her Hands ſuch a Diſcern- 
ment of Good from Evil, and ſuch a Se- 
paration of profitable from hurtful: Me- 
thods, that a Man may be ſecur'd both in 
his Deſires and Adverſions, in the Purſuit 
of his Temporal and Eternal Happineſs. | 
I am ſo ſenſible of the Value of this 
Moral Prudence and Diſcretion, that 1 
could het your Diligence, and provoke 
your Induſtry by the Addition of many 
uſeful Things upon this Subject: But the 
Argument falling more directly under 
the Excellency of Viſdom, I ſhall omit 
the farther Enlargement upon it, till I 
come to that Particular; and only ſpeak a 
| Word 
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Religious Wiſdom. 14 t 
Word or two in the Interim, a | 
ths 1 of Wiſdom.” ig 213 WH 
» 6thly, Trex, if Wiſdom Weben toi . 
us Religion, let all our Care and Diligence 
be employ d for the Attaiiment of it: 
"9 no Station or Quality can be privi- 
eg d by Impunity, no Sex or Age ex- 
XI from Duty : Here High and Low 
are to be Wiſe, Rich and Poor are to be 
= Religious, one with another. : 


Nunc animis «pus, Ænea, nunc pectore firms. 


B ye Courageous and Strong, O ye | 
Ranſom'd of the Lord: Quit yourſelves - 
like Men, and act upon the Principles of 
Revelation and Faith, Let your Hearts 
be ſanQified by Grace, and your Minds # 
fortified with Reſolution : Let your Luſts  . 
be ſubdued, and your Paſſions ſpiritualiz'd ; 
Pour Devotions rais'd, and your Charity 
inflam'd, 
Tuxsx are the true and ſolid Acts of 
Wiſdom ; the Employments of Martyrs 
| and Confefſors upon Earth, and the Privi- 

leges of Patriarchs and Apoſtles in Heaven, 
| For theſe Ends and Purpoſes of Religious 
Wiſdom, Ye were created in the ft 

Place, 
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142 Religious Wiſdom. 
SERM. Place, and redeemed in the ſecand; Ye 
VIII. are ſuſtain d by Providence, and conducted 
bs the Spirit; nurtur'd in the Ways of 
Truth by a Regular Education, and qua- 

lified for: Happineſs by Faith in your Sa- 


Now to God the Father, &c. 
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Wilton ele inge Thing, ** 
ore get Wiſdom"; and with all 
1 00 Gerti ings, ger Under ftandi A: 


17G Man is diftitiguiſh'd from'the bone S ERM. 
er Part of the Creation by the So- IX. 
vereignty and Excellency of his Reaſen'; WY 
ſo it is expected from him, that he ſhould 

act up to the Dignity of his Nature, and 
employ all his noble Faculties to the beſt 
and moſt uſeful Purpoſes of Living. For 

a Creature of his Rank and Quality to be 
occupied in Trifles, and lie gr in 

| Senſuality 3 for the Heir Agparent of wm; a 
mortal Life to be always purſuing the . OY 
Paths.of Death and Deſtruction; and for 

the Image. of God's own Eternity, to look 

no higher than this dirty World, and feaſt 
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8 E R M. his Imaginations with Fleſh and Senſe: 
IX. This, this is a Diſgrace to his Extraction, 
2 Contradiction to the End of his Being, 
and an Abuſe of his Creator's Favours, 
Look carefully to thyſelf,” and ſtand upon 
thy Privileges, O Man; and be always 
cultivating and adorning "that Better Part, 
which will make thee as Wiſe as an Angel 

here, and Happy as thy God hereafter. 
Leave ignoble Purſuits to Vulgar Spirits, 
and the Enjoyments of Earth to Senſe and 
Brutality : Thy Buſineſs is Knowledge and 
Religion; Thy Bufineſs is the Improvement 
of thy Mind, | by; penetrating Thoughts 
and ſublime Speculations; and the Con- 
duct of thy Life, by a regular Faith, and 
an univerſal Practice. The Dog to | his 
Vomit, and the Swine to bis Mire ; but 
the Chriſtian to his Devotions, and the 
Scholar to his Sciences. For what Excuſe 
can Immorality frame? Or what Plea has 
— to offer in its own Defence ? 

Matt. xv. Kneweſt thou not, O thou wicked and floth- 
= les xix, ful Servant, that I was an auſtere Man? 
”Y 29: And that therefore thou oughteſt to have put 
amy Money into the Exchangers Hand, that 
2 might baue received mine om with 

eib 07 y 
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| Ujury? Thy Gifts are for Exerciſe, and SE RM. 
chy Talents for Improvement: Grace is IX. 
to be ſtrengthned, and every Virtue aug- - 
mented: Proper Opportunities are to be 
embrac'd, and thy rational Faculties duly 
temper d, and rightly applieec. 
O TRHOU Candidate of Wiſdom, and 
Diſciple of Virtue! Thou haſt an enter- 
taining Proſpect before thine Eyes; a 
fruitful Soil to employ thine Hands, and 
| a plentiful Harveſt to crown thy Labours, 
Say unto Wiſdom, Thou art my Siſter; "and Prov. vii. 
call Underftanding thy Kinſauoman. When Bok. na. 
thou goeft, ſhe ſhall lead thee," ꝛuben thou 
Neepeſt, ſhe ſhall keep thee; and when thou 
aue, ſhe ſball tall with tbee. O Rap- 
turous Companion! O Inſtructive Con- 
verſation! Who would not attend ſuch an 
honourable Leuee? Or who would not 
travel under the Protection of this Guar- 
dian Angel? Who would linger in a ſul- 
| | try and barren. Wilderneſs, and be entang- 
led with the Briars and Thorns of Sin and 
Error; when the pleaſing Scenes of Para- 
diſe are open'd to his View, and Truth and 
| -Righteoufneſs look ſmiling down from Hea- 
u 5 | n 
Vor. III. . My 
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SER. 
IX. 
Nov my Commandments and live: And my Lau 


I, 2. 


© Religious Wiſdom, 
My Son, therefore, keep my Words, and 
lay up my Commandments with thee, Keep 


as the Apple of thine Eye. Wear them 
upon thy Conſcience, and tie them about 


thy Neck. Bind them upon thy Fingers; 


write them upon the Table of thy Heart, 
For | Wiſdom is tbe Principal - Thing, 

therefore: get Wiſdom: And with all thy 

Calc. get Under anding. 
Ix To former Diſcourſes upon thel | 


k Words, I propos'd Seven Thing 0 yu 


_ Conſideration. 


1. To give you the different _ nc 
material Acceptations of the Word 
Wiſdom, from the Canonical and 
© Apecryphal Books of Scripture; and 
to obwiate ſome Difficulties which 
ariſe from the perverſe Conſtruction 
of this Word TIO our Ae Here. 
e 
II. To ſhew you wh 6 Wiſdom we are 
7 oblig'd to ſeek after, 1 80 are in a * 


pacity of getting. 


III. To point out Wr Excellency 


this Wiſdom : Wiſdom is the Princi 
op” Thing. 
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IV. To lay before you the proper 8 u 
Ways and Means of gaining it. IX. 
r. To expoſe the Folly of neglecting * 


3 


Wiſdom for any other Acquiſitions. 
vr. To produce the — 

-- we have to ſeek after Wiſdom. 
VII. To demonſtrate the more imme- 


Adute Neceſſity which ſome of us are 


under, of applying ourſelves unto 
Wiſdom: Get Wiſdom ; and with all 
thy Geftings, get Underſtanding. -_ 


. Idee eee the ee 


theſs Heads, I had recourſe to the Cang- 
nical and Books of" Seripture, 


for clearing up the Senſe of the Word 


Wiſdom, and aſſerting the Catholic Do- 


ctrine of the Trinity, ener our modem 
Hereticks and Infidels. © Np 
In the Proſecution of this Work, 1 en- 
deavour d to prove, 
wht. Tu ar Wiſtom ee Eſſence 
of wardens * or N in 85 


neral. 


A2ah, Ir may can more imme- 


diately refer to the ſecond” and third 
Perſons in the Trinity, 
July, Ir may denote the Gm & God 
by Inſpiration. 
Ar 12 


Ai, 


WW 
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AFTER I had diſplay d the diFfrene 
and moſt material Acceptations of the 
Word Wiſdom under the Six recited n. | 
I proceeded in the 

IId Place, To yet: you ok Wi om | 
we are obliged to ſeek after, and what 
Degree of this Wiſdom we may. be in a 
Capacity of obtaining, according to the 
fore- mention d Signification of the Word 
y its ſeveral various Reſpects: Ger Wi/- 

dom, and with all thy ee get. Unger- 
re e 

Tux various Methods wp 3 
ing Wiſdom chaving been largely propos d 
to your Conſideration, I yok: now r 
ceed in tnge 

IIId Place, more er to ae 
out to you the Worth and | Excellency 
of this Wiſdom; Wiſdom is the ** 
Thing : The Principal Thing, ' 

, In Reference to the . 

of the Mind. 
24h. To the Conduct of r Life. 
Zah, To the e of t true * 


pineſs. | 
if, 


OE". » Is - 2 3 15 - » 
C ae ae ³¹¹ ( Me 


f we. 


| Riba Willem: 5 
9 oy 'Trz Excellency of Wiſdom is ap- S2nM. 
parent. en 2 a Rs of. the IX. 
Mind. . 77 — — 
We we ſhould not follow the Tr 
Writers of Morality ſo ſtrictly in their Pe- 
dantic Definitions of Virtue, as to confine © 108 
Wiſdom ſolely to the Intellect; yet we 
muſt allow that her proper Empire is the 
Soul, and that the Acts of her Domi- 
nion are moſt eminently conſpicuous in 
the martialing and Regulation of the In- | 
ternal Faculties. The Things-which pro- Matt. xv. 
ceed out of the Mouth come forth from the **: 
Heart, and they defile the Man. For out 
of the Heart proceed evil Thoughts, Mur- 
ders, Adulteries, Fornications, Thefts, falſe 
Witneſs, Blafpbemies. 8 are . 7. To. 
which defile a Man. : 
As Truth and Virtue abe 8 2 ener | 
our: Defires, ſo the Mind is to be diſpas'd 


for the due Purſuit and regular Embracing 
; of theſe amiable Objects. Ignorance and 


Vice are apt to infinuate themſulyes into 
the Credulous and Unwary, and ta im. 
poſe upon our Reaſon under ſome bor 
row'd and fallacious Appearances':: But 
| = W of a Man, or rather the 

5 L 3 | Viſun 
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SERM. Wiſdom of a Chriſtian, is eo diflinguilhethe 
IX. Counterfeit, to detect the Fraud, and ſhun 
2 the Impoſition. We too fatally perceive 
that our Light has been obſcur d by the 

Fall, that the Powers of our Soul are 
ruſted, and the Biaſs of our Affections 


be more glorious and com end: | | 
to purify our Hearts, to refine our Pas. 
ſions, to regulate our Ideas, to new-model 
our Thoughts, and elevate our Contem- 
n „ plations ? This is the Way to reform and 
© +7 advance Nature; this is the Way to re- 
cover loſt Privileges, and to help decayd 
and indigent Mankind in thoſe Parts where 
they ate moſt deficient, and where they 
wall receive moſt Advantage by Aſſiſtance. 
As Wijdom, therefore, is exerciſed in 
ahi poliſhing of the more noble Part of 
us, and renders all her kind Applications 
to the Improvement and enlarging of our 
internal Faculties; ſo her Worth muſt riſe 


in Proportion to the Dignity of her Em- 
ployment, and an Eſtimate of her Excel- 
leney be taken from her KN ee 
dN to e 


y 
* NK * 4 s 
4 7 = -1 } \ 
43; 3s + þ 1 | | ; Dh A 3 f £ 
S : * Ls 


n = 1 3 ' 
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wein *\ 8 SHALL 
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SHALL a little Craft or Cunning in the 8 R NM. 


ries of Trade; raiſe a Man to @ Fi. 
gure in his native Country, and ſhall not 
ſuitable Allowances be made to Wiſdom bs 
our Spiritual Calling and Election, and a 
due Value be plac'd upon the Exereiſe of 


Juſtice and 3 1 our 3 Stations 
and Oceupations ? 


2 | 


SHALL the Bafling of an Weihen in 


our Courts of Judicuture paſs for Wit, 
and the Quibbling upon our Nationdl 
Laws merit fo much Honour and Ap- 


Diſcovery of Truth? No Reward to the 
Lectures and Exhortations of Virtue? No 
Encouragement to the Honour of _ 
and the Propagation of Piety ? 


LASTLY, Shall the Strokes of a pencil 


in 1 n or the touching of an Inſtru- 


ment, or the modulating of a Voice in 
Myjic, raiſe ſuch Raptures and Admira- 
tion in an Audience? And ſhall there be 


Coldneſs and Indifference at the Products 


of the Brain, and no Regard to the 
Strength of Wr or the Tune 'of 

1 ** 
LET the Ignorant ms prejudiced World 
think what it will; yet Wiſdom, in all 
L 4 ' theſe 


plauſe? And is there nothing due to the 


SERM. theſe and the like Caſes, claims the Prefe- 
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rence and Supremacy: And as long as 


S Reaſon ſurmounts Senſe, and Spirit has the 1 


Aſcendant of Matter; as long as Virtue has 
the Promi/e of this. World," and Religion 
the Aſſurance of that: auhich is to come; 
the Excellency of Heavealy Knowledge 
will be eſtablich d. on Hay! 28 Aale. 
24h). Tus — of Wiſdom ap- 
pears by her Conduct yd MangyerntnCo 
Human Life. BSA. 
"SHE is not only beer Obe in 
bei Intellectual Capacities,” and created for 
the Happineſs of Reaſonable Creatures ; 
but ſhe is buſy and active in her Station, 
and exerts herſelf in all ſuch Meaſures 
and Contrivances as are within the Sphere 
of her Power, and the Obligation of her 
Duty. She is ſeated in the Head, and 
there projects and ſorms her Enterprias | 
in the firſt place, and then iſſues out her 
Commands to the Faculties of the Soul, 
and the Members af the Body, for the 
lawful and timely Execution of them. It 
is ſhe who puts Wit into the Brain, Con- 
1958 into 85 — Zeal into che Paſ- 
- fians, 


n 1 um. 


ſions, Sight into the Eyes, and Vigour in- Sx - 2M. W 


to the Hands. All theſe ſubordinate A- 


gents ſhe rules and influences by virtuous * * 


Maxims and Religious Propoſals, which 
makes her Proceedings ſo different from 
| Warldly Policy or Carnal: Contrivances. 

For as the Wiſdom of the Means is what- 


ſhould be chiefly regarded by a Rational Neue 


Creature; ſo we are to conſider that there 


are various Methods of accompliſhing our 


Deſigns, which have not-an equal Claim 


to the Character of this Solid Wiſdom. 
There is 2 Wiſdom from beneath, which 


is the Caterer of our Belly, the Pimp to 


our Luſt, the Engine of our Pride, and 


the Tool of our Ambition. This Vi 


dom is Earthly, Senſual, Devilifh. It Jam. ii. 1 
loves the crooked and dodging Paths _ 


: the Old Serpent, and ſtudies to impoſe up- 


on the Credulous by the Arts of Craft and 
Inſinuation. But the Viſdom from above, 


V of a more frank and generous Nature: 
She walks in no By-ways, or lurking 


Paths for carnal and ſiniſter Deſigns; ; but 


conſiders the Impartiality of the Fitneſs 
and Honeſty of the Means, and then ap- 
. them with F idelity and Reſolution 
towards 


® | 4 39 i: + Mt 


Cl 
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S1 N t. towards che Attainment of good and a 
IX. ful En. 
WV Tur two Sorts ck Wiſdom are o 
iivelily defetib'd, and fo ſeriouſſy inculca- 
ted by St. James, that T cannot better con- 
| clude this Head than by a Recital of his 
| Jamesii, Words. Who is a wiſe Man, and endued 
11 6. with Knowledge amongſt you ? Let him ſhew 
out of a good Corrver fatron his Works with 
Meekneſs of Wiſdom. But if ye have bit. 
ter Envying and Strife in your Hearts, 
glory not, and lie not againſt the Truth, 
This Wi bm deſcendeth not from above, but 
is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. For where 
Emying. and Strife is, there is Confuſion, 
and every evil Work. But the Wi dont 
that i is from above is fir ſt pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, Full 
of Mercy and good Fruits, without Par 
riality, and without Hibotrify. SN 
3dy, Tur End of this Wiſdom wid 
Happineſs; and therefore ſhe is the more 
| earneſtly to be defir'd, and the more zea- 
| louſly. purſued, by all her Advocates and 
| Admirers. Her Ways are Ways of Pha- 
 ſantneſs, and all her Paths are Peace and 
| 
| 


* — — —— 


FI appine ineſs. Happineſ in this Lift by the 
Exerciſe 


— 


Nei — 
. the Governn 


Happineſs in another by the Enlargement 
of our Faculties, the Extent of Know- 
ledge, the Comprehenſion of Myſteries, 
the Union with: out God; and the Con- 
templation of his Attributes. For Wi 
dom will then come to her native 'A 
dom, and put on all the Charms 0b 
heteditary Pomp and Grandeur. Her 
faithful Sons will appear joyful in her Pre- 
ſence, and be truly dignify' d and diſtin- 


guiſh' d for their Works. Thoſe laborious 


and innocent Souls, who have ſuffer d un- 
der the Obloquy of this World, and 
ſtrugglec againſt the Ignorance of Faction 
| who have born the Heat of the Day in 
Study, and worn aut the Tediouſneſs of 
the Night in Prayer, ſhall find in a wiſe 
and judicious God, the trueſt Diſti 
of their Learning, and the moſt bountiful 
TR of their Virtues, 

Le not therefore any of the Nager 
and Incumbrances of this World, depreſs 
our Spirits, and enfeeble our Purſuits: 


Let not the corruptible Body prefs drum the wild. is. - 


a and the earthly Tubernatle weigh 18. 
down 


ient of $2 NN. 
our Paſſions, and the Peace of Conſcience. IN, 


1 36  Religinia E enn 15 
SER N. down. che Mend . _ hd __ 
IX. things.. $3) 10522958 57) 180 , 
it e God the Giver-of-all: dh; Gifts, 
and the Furtherer of all holy Deſires, let 

us recommend ourſelves by a ſtudious and 
learned Life, as well as a regular and in- 
offenſive Deportment, hoping in his Good- 
neſs, depending on his Promiſes, and pe- 
titioning for his Aſſiſtanoe, totrards the 
Furtherance and Succeſs of all our La- 
2 tothe Honour of his holy Name, 
the edifying of the People committed to 
our Charge, and the Salvation and Hap- 
par of our own immortal Souls. 
+I s#ALE/now conclude this Diſcourſe 
with. a ſhort Prayer of King Solomon, as 
meikel in the Aprerophal * of Wi 5 
dom. 
Wiſd. ak. 0 G of i our. hom. nd Sink < Mer- 
* ov; who haſt made all things with thy Mord; 
Give us Wiſdam that fitteth by thy Throne, 
and reject us not from among thy: Children. 
ver. 10, Send her out of thy. holy Heavens, and from 
"the Throne f thy Glory, that ſhe; who knows- 
eth and underſtandeth all things, may lead 
A oil ſoberly in my Doings; and that ſhe; be 
TT mg. ever preſent, may. labour. with, me, that 
> 1 may 
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Inay know what is pleafing unto thee, andSgrM, 
_ cond H ls, Ix.” 
con ucive to ys own appine | 
Now to God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, be ren- 
der'd and aſcrib'd, as is moſt due, all 
Might, Majeſty, Adoration and Praiſe, 
both now and for evermore. Amen. 


GRANT, we beſeech thee, Almighty 
God, that the Words which we have 
heard this Day with our outward Ears, 
may through thy Grace be ſo grafted in- 
wardly in our Hearts, that they may 
bring forth in us the Fruit of good Li- 
ving, to the Honour and Praiſe of thy 

Name, through 1 Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 


Tan Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrid, 
and the Love of God, and the Fellow- 
ſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be n us all 


evermore. Amen. 
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© Religious Wiſdow, : 
- Prov. IW. 7 a 
. * principal Thing, thaw: 
Pore get Wiſdom; and with all 


— vary lingo dex $1206 
tenſive in their Meaning, and com— X. 
prehotal under them a great Variety of wr 

Particulars, which the D:/c:ples of Mi 

dom muſt bring the Bent of their Minds, 
and the Courſe of their Studies, to the 

Attainment of; ſo J was willing, in my 

former Diſcourſes, to conſider them in a 
greater Extent and Latitude than may 
probably be ſuitable to the Circumſtances 

of every Hearer in a promiſcuous Audi- 
ence. it „ oft 4, Ho. 

Txr1s Management of the Text, I pre- 
ſum'd, was not diſagreeable to the Genius 

1 HSI 338 of 


1 
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$z 2M. of the Royal Penman, who defir'd Wiſdom 
X. before long Life, Riches, and Honour ; 
ad was endow'd with ſuch a Share of it, 
both in the Diſcoveries of Nature and the 
1 Kings Arts of Government, that he ſhake of Trees, 
iv. 33, 34. from the Cedar of Lebanon, even unto the 
Hyſſop that fpringeth out of the Wall ; and 
was alſo ſo renown'd for his political Wi- 
dom, that there came of all People to hear 
the Wiſdom of Solomon, from all Kings of 
the Earth, which had heard of his Wiſdom. 
Alt the Feet of this great Prince we are 
now learning W:/dom ; and that we might 
ſee ſomewhat into the Genius of the Wri- 
ter, and be enlighten'd with the Maxims 
of his Government both in private and 
public Life, I propos'd (from the Enco- 
mium of Viſdam in the Text) the follow- 
ing Scheme to your Conſideration: © © 
I. To give you the different and moſt 
material Acceptations of the Word 
Mi ſdom from the Canonical and. Wk 
cryphal Books of Scripture. 
II. T o. ſhew you what Wiſtdom we are 
oblig d to /eek after, and are in a . | 
pacity of getting. 55 
III. To point out the Excellency of 
this Wiſdom. 


IV. To 


* 


7 
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5 "WW To lay before you the 1 5 and SE R NM. 


Means of gaining it. 


X. 


V. To expoſe the Folly of neglackinmg 


Miſdim for any other Acquiſition. 

* To produce the Encouragements 

we have to ſeek after Viſdom. 

Vu. To demonſtrate the more imme - 
diate Neceſſity which ſome of us are 
under of applying e to W1 05 
dom. e 

'Y HAVE Aar largely infiſted upon 


finiſh my Thou Sus upon this Feu, of 


| Scripture. 


the Three former of theſe Particulars, and 
ſhall now apply myſelf to a more ſuccinct 
Diſcuſſion of the Four remaining, and ſo 


IVthly then, 5 AM. to lay $5 you F 


the Ways and Means of gaining Wiſdom. 

As the Wiſdom which Solomon receiy'd 
of his Father David, and by the Inftira- 
tion of God had the EE Meaſure of, 
was chiefly Religious and Divine ; ſo the 
beſt Account of this Wiſdom is to be 


fetch'd from the Writings and Actions of 


reſt Way of regulating our Life is by his 
Conduct and Example, as long as he con- 


is favourite Occupier of it; and the ſu- 


* 


Vox. Ul. . tinued 


# 


162 Religious N n, 


SERM. tinued under the Influence of God, and 
X. the Guidance of his Spirit, For Solomon, 
— notwithſtanding the immenſe Bounty of 

his Maker, and the miraculous Profaſion 
| of Wiſdom into his Head and his Heart, 
Kings did yet, in hit latter Days, love mam firange 
xi. 1, 4+ Women; arid it came to paſs when be was 
old, that his Wives turned away bis Heart 
after other Gods, and bis Heart was" not 
perfect with the Lord his God, as was the 
Heart of David his Father. 3 
Tun Wiſdom then of Solomon is to be 
| ſought for before this doating Deſection; 
| vben the Candle of the Lord ſhone upon bis 
Head, and Kings and Philoſophers waited 
at his Feet ; when the Secret of God af i in 
cap. iy. 20. bis Tabernacle, and the Largeneſs of bit 
Uuderſtanding was even as the Sond * 14 
upon the Sea- } 
Ar this Time we have His Works 
penn'd for our Inſtruction, and the Reſult 
pf all his Experience ſumm'd up in this 
ſhort and comprehenſive Saying, The 
Prov. ix. K10wledge of the Holy is Underſtanding, 
xo. and the Fear of the Lord is the Beginning 
. of Wi dom: The Progreſs is like the Be- 
JE. and 7 Step ef a » Religious 
Lie 


ſeſſions to the Occu 
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Life is: guided Elan, and ſhall be 88 x30, 
confummated in Glory. * 
0 10 now, thou Epicure, prone th- Ex 
ee its Mirth, and enjoy thy Plea 1, 2. 
Give thyſelf to Wine and Company, an 
gratify thy Paſſions with the Delights 7 
the Sons of Men. Alas! alas! if Solomon ver. 8. 
"tobe an Example to Poſterity,” and his 
Precepts are to be reduc'd' into our Pra- 


cee; Biſten, ye'Children, i the Hiftru- Prov. iv; 


Simi of a Father, and attend to know: Un- : 


dual. 


> PLEASURE: is deveirful; and Riches are 


 valttt HMens/fngers and Women-figers af 25 
ford no Harmony to a guilty Mind: Gars 8. © 7. 8. 


Eur and Orchards were no delightful Poſ- 
piers : Pools of Water 
and Woods of Trees were no entertaining 
Proſpect. Gold as the Duſt, and Silver as 
the Sand; the peculiar Treaſure of Kings, 
and the immenſe Revenue of their Provin- 
ces, were all of them deficient in their Sa- 


tisfaction, unleſs inſpirited by Virtue, and 


ſanctißed by the Fear of God. Vanity of 


Vanities, Jaith the Preacher ; Vanity of chap. j 2 


Vanities, all is Vanity and Vexation' of 
. God giveth a righteous Man that 
M 2 which 


164 


X. Knowledge, and Joy: But to. the Sinner he 
MIT, giveth Travail; to gather and to begab uh, 
of i) 8. be may * 50 n . 15 gut before 

God. Tur! : — 
Wein Turn ENVY. they e Oppreſor;: and 
31. chuſe none. of bis Ways. Though the Un- 

godly ſhould fouriſo. at preſent like a green 

Baye tree, his Leaves ſhall wither, and his 
Verdure ſhall ſoon decay. A ſecret Curſe | 

ſhall attend his Poſſeſſions, and his State 

and Grandeur ſhall but aggravate his Mi- 

ver. 42, ſery. For the Froward is an Abomination 

33 to the Lord, and his Curſe is in the Houſe 


Religious Wiſdom. 
SER M. which 73. good in his Sight ; Miſdm, and 


_ of the Wicked : But bis Secret is ith the 


Righteous, and his Bleſſing upon the Habi- 


tation of the. Fuſt. A different Fate at- 


tends righteous and ungodly Actions: The 


Occupier, and a Departure from Truth 
and Virtue, the higheſt Abomination in 


the Sight of God. But the Juſt and the 


Good reſt under a ſecurer Protection, and 
have the Guards of Providence and the 
Smiles of Heaven in the meaneſt Cottage. 


Surely God ſcorneth the Scorners, but giveth 


Grace unto the Louly. The Pride of the 


Oppreſſor, 


—— 


Proſperity of the Wicked is a Curſe to the 


Religious Wiſdom. - 


— 


| ful; ſtall not only be conſounded in their 


165 
"and the Scoffs of the Diſdain- 8E x I.. 


X. 


Attempts and Enterprizes, but ſhall ex- 
poſe their Agents to Scorn and Rldieule, 


and promote the Honour and Intereſt of 
the Humble and Reſign'd. Te i ſball 
inherit Glory, but Shame ſball be the Pro- 


motion of Fools. The Religious ſhall he in 


everlaſting Remembrance, and have their 


momentary Diſgrace ſwallow'd up i in end- 


leſs aid eternal Glory: : But impicus Fools 
| ſhall bewemember'd for nothing but their 
Shame, and have no other Monument but 
a Curſe upon their Poſterity. Hear then: 


the Cuncliſion of the «whole Matter ; Fear 


God; and keep bis Commandments : for this. 


5s (iths wulle Duty of Man. This is the 
_Liferof Reaſon, and: the Perfection of Na- 


| ture y che Eaſę of the Mind, and the Ap- 


plauſe of Conſcience; the Security of 


Earth, and the Reward of Heaven. Vo- 


| 22 Wiſdom and Nurture, he is mi- wig. iii. 
ſerable, and their Hope is vain, their La- "": 


hours unfruitful, and their Works pre. 
table. 


Gad ſhall) underſtand the Truth; and ſucb 
* * Faithful In * ſhall abide with 


But | they that put their "Truſt" in er. 8, 
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" 82 £56 M d ball ige the ans; 4 
X. have Dominion over the People * Mein Lord 
all reign for ever, and Grace au Hr 
. and bis Case fall 


** 1 4 R 444.5 1 © 204 3 n 


the Fally of regen Wider for any 
2 4 Acquiſition,” © | 
Ws riſe up early, ne" fe n n 
eat the Bread of Carefulneſs, that we may 
ren Eftates' anf advance our Fatni- 
| Wu go ron ts theo in Sig, e 
way manage the ſeveral Rranchs re. 
fick and Commerce, and enrich our na- 
tive Soil by the Products of foreign Coun- 
tries. But Wiſdom may be ſtill an un- 
cultivated Province, and the Know e 
ee 


bn — -Te ne Quefreris extra... 


- "rn Sehe n . 
confin'd at home, and the moſt ineſtimable 
55 "Treakure in within his own Breaſt. The 
Exerciſe of Religion and the Culture of 
Vue neces no * no labo- 
| rious 


* « 
a, 1 


"how 15 W 18 
l or | expenſive Application. SER M- 
> net Wiſtom cry, and Underflanding X. 
put forth ber Voice? She fandeth i in tbe top FX Prov: vii 
7% Pla, by the way in the Places of . 
the Paths. Her Station is conſpicuous, 
and her Voice audible to all that paſs by. 
dhe affects no Reſerve in her Converſati- 
on, nor blends her Precepts with Dark- 
neſs and Ambiguity. She crieth at the ver. ;. 
Gates, at the Entry of the City, at the. 
coming in F the Doors. Her Voice is 
loud, and her Commands perſpicuous: 

; Nothing is diſtant, that ſhall not approach; 
nothing Id, wes, foto no- 

thing ſecret, that ſhall not be made knoum. p 8 
The Commandment. of the Lord is not un- 

| fearchable, nor grievous: Not difficult to 

be conceiv'd,' nor unreaſonable to be pra- 

ctis dl E is not in Heaven, that thou ſhould, Deut. xxx. 
fay; Who ſhall go up for us t Heaven, and 54 
bring it unto us, that we may bear it, and 
db it Neither is it beyond the Seas, that 


low foul fo, Who ſhall go ober the Sea 


for us, and bring it unto us, that we may 
bear it, and do it? But the Word is very 


nigh. unto thee, in thy Mouth, and in thy . 
Heart, that thus may fo i. TE fa -.-: n+ 
M 4 geſted | | 
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ver. 8, 9. 


ver. 10. 


” ad 
| SE RM, geſted. by Reaſon, recomme 


reſt,  inſpir'd by God, — 5 in woo 
OR ture, and inculcated by the Spirit. Ohe 


our pretended Friends miſlead us; but 


e 74 7 MY | 


Simple, underſtand Wiſdom ; and ye Fools, 
be of an underſtanding; Heart, The Cauſe 
of Error is Inconſiderateneſs, and the 


Foundation of Deceit is our on ſenſual 


Appetites. Our Guides are perverted, and 


Circumſpection and Warineſs. would bring 
us into the right Way: Religion would 
put us under the Conduct of Prudence, 
and influence our Tongue, as well as 


our Actions in the Ways of Truth. A 


the Words of my Mouth (ſays Wiſdom)-are 
in Rightecuſneſs, there is nothing froward 


or perverſe in them, | They are plain to him 


that underflandeth, and right. to them "that 


Ind Knowledge, How inſtructive are her 
Precepts to Men of Reaſon and Reflection ? 


How direct are her Paths to the Diligent 
and Sincere ? It is Prejudice which per. 
yerts the Mind, and Sin which confounds 
and obliterates the Notions of Good and 
Evil: The Underſtanding is perverted by 
falſe Principles, and the Will debas d by 
1 od | Ch the Inſiruthion 
N of 


eligious Wiſdom. 


.value her Stripes more than choice Gold: 


169 


of Wiſdom as Silver, O ye Erroneous, and 8 x M. 


X. 


For ſhe is preferable: fo Sapphire and Ru- N 


bies; and all the things that may be dfired, 
are not to be compared to her. Fancy is at 


a Stand to preſent her Parallel to our Ima- | 


gination; and Pearl and Onyx are but 


Dirt and Rubbiſh to ber e ert. 


lencies. 


Lord is! Manage your Reaſon, and cul- 


tivate your Virtues: Keep your Lamps 


Oo nN Taft and Su ie rien the, 


burning, and your: Veſſels ſapplied 201th. 


Oil. Enliven your Faith by P 


and mall with God, — — | 


upon Earth.” Shew your. Communion with. 
Saints and Angels by the Exerciſes of Hea- 
ven, and the Employment of the Bleſſed 


Above. Anticipate your Joys in Devout 


Meditations, and bring 
Earth in the Fervour of Prayer, and the 
Rapture of Praiſes. pan this og me 
8 61 nn WET 
"'Vith" place, To be 


ton. 


ragernent we have to ſeek after Wiſdom z 


or, in other Terms, to embrace Religion, 


of 


Swine. a inne! Get Wilthm, and with als 
Xo Oren imme Trae : Todo 
Terms in Holy Scripture, wk — 
their Oppolite, is branded with the Ig 
minious Name of Folly. The Pool and 
the Sinner go hand in hand: Like S/1e0n 
and Levi are Brothers in Iniquity; and 
tread the fame deſtructive Paths to the 
Hell. But Virtue is of a different Com- 
plexion, and all her Exerciſes are che ge- 
mine Off. ſpring of a Religious and Un- 
derſtanding Spirie. It was the Prayer of 
Meer forthe Iraeltes, that they might be 
wiſe by confidering their latter End; and 
Solomon” places Religion in the Ways of 
Pleajantneſs, and the Paths of Peace, 
with Length of Days in her I 
abc anon Bas r K 
As deſpicable and beggarhy as ud 
„ may ſeem toi be in the Eyes of the 
World; yet St. Paul aſſures us, that ſbe 
ic profitable for all hinge, having tie Pro- 
miſe of the Liſe that nom is, and f 'that 
which in to come. Her ſeveral Precepts 
WWW to promote» and 
ſecure 


—— refuelts He ache! 


both in reſpeR of that Temporal Proſpe- 
rity which it crowns her Profeſſors with, | 
as that higher Recompence of Reward, 


Which God has prepar'd for theſs that 


| love; and diligently ferve him. Mark the | 


Perfeds, and behold the Upright ; for "the 


End of that Man is Peace," I that baue a; 
Beem young, and now are old; may have 


made your Obſervations upon the Ways of 


Providence, and the Difpenſations of Ju- 


Seed begging #heir — - By ſcattering 
he increaſos; by giving. he e by 
Feeding others he fupparts himſelf.” 

| IT is a wrong Principle to 2 ut 


from, that worldly Care and Diligence, 


ſupported by Knavery and Oppreſſion, 


-- ſhould be che only Mears ef growing | 


great and rich in this World: Whereas 
e Government” of Providence, the Af 
ſurance 


tice: And the Reſult of all your Enquij- 
ries will fix upon ary arty, That you _ 


never. ſow the * 5 


þ A * 


X. ral. Tendene — Views and Vice profuc 
Lite and ae to chats numerous 
and poſitive Aſſertions of David and So- 
Inman in Scripture. 10 1352311 11-0160 | 

pw God it in the Generation of tbe Righ- 


15, 16. feous, and his Ears are open 10 their Cy 


vubereas the Face of the Lord i: ala 
them chat d Evil, to cut , tbe | 
i inv. brance of them from the Earth... The:Lard 
1% f Light. and Defence of the Upright 
and Innocent: The Lord will give — 
and Worſhip to them that- fear bim, and no 
good Thing ſpall be aith- hold from them 
Pro. xxx. That live a Godly Liſe: He ina Sbield unto 
. „„ den that, put thein Truſt; in him: He 
" layeth up found Wiſdom; for the Righteous:; 
and He is ai Buckler to them that put their 
| Truſt in him : He. heepeth the Paths: f 
Judgment, and preſerweth:the Hay of bis 
Saints.) 110 ths DN 21 TE. 2 
.- FROM this: Protection Proſperity, Bleſ- 

ſing, Support, and Reputation! 15 Reli- 

gion, let us proceed in the Mes 
VIch and laſt 7 — to ſhow beiefy the 


1 N init. 273 
us are under, — amen 
— 3 e ee e AR 
Arno Religion be the Bufncloof aug; TR 
all, and our Salvation in another World de- 
pends upon our Faith and Morals in this; 
yet the inſtructive and doctrinal Part of it, 
is the more immediate Concern. of thoſe 
ho are to direct and reforms others. T bre 
Priefts Lips are to preſerye' Knowledge, 
and the Lato is 1 be ſougbt at. their 
Mouth : The Oracles of God are m. 
mitted to their Cuſtody, and from this 
| Fountain of Life are thoſe Streams to iſ- 
ſue forth, which male glad the City of 
Gad, and eſtabliſn weed een Y 
the Mot Higb. 
on, 1 Been Bauten 
ſuffer the Word of —— freely, and 
purſue with Wiſdom the Things ubicb 
concern your Peace and Salvation. If ye | 
aſe, ye ſball have: If ye ſeek, ye ſhall ndl: 
If ye knock, it ſhall be opened unto you. 55 
The Door is always free to the devout 
Comer, and the Cabinet unlock'd to the 
Friends and Favourites of God. Others 
may have taken away the Key ,  Know- 
* and conceal'd the Words gf Truth 
„ 


Relig 


XL wo have” —— — 
WV are wear liberty to 


cancel his Laws or 
conceal. the Terms of Salvation. We pro- 
fels the Light, and renounce the Duri. 
ng: We acknowledge no Hnorante for 
the Mother of Devotion; nor implicit Faith 


Ic viii. 20. forthe Rule of our Actions. To the Lau; 


and m the Teftimony, is your Appeal: In 


Moſes and the 1 


Apoſtles is your Wiſdom to center.. 


Stand faſt; therefore, in the Liber 
wherewith"Chrift hath" made you free," nil 


be riveted: in the Communion of that 
Church, which is Orthodox and Apoſtoli- 
cal, Meditate on the Scriptures which 
are daily read to you, frequent the Sa- 
craments which are duly; adminiſter d, 
join in the Prayers wlüch are conſtantly 


offer d up, and confeſs the Faith which 


Deut. iv. 


9. 


was once deliver d to the Saints. Only take 
beed to thyſelf, and kiep thy Soul diligenth, 


beſt thou forget the Things wwhich thine Eyes 


rs * Wiſdom, and your Underflanding 


have | ſeen, and left: they depart from tly 
_ — — I ar Life : But teach 
them thy Sons, and thy Sons Sons : For this 


in 


— 


* 


* 


Religious Wiſdom. 175 
in the Sight of all Nations: This is the 8ER. 
greateſt Extent of your Conqueſt, and Xx. 
the ſureſt Teſtimony to lateſt Poſterity, SY 
that this Nation is a wiſe, a 1 and 
underſtanding People. Amen. 
Mo 0 God the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Gboſt, be render d and aſerib'd, as 
7s moſt due, all Might, Majeſly, Adora- 
tion and Power, both now and for ever- 
more. Amen. ö 
The Peace of God, which paſeth all 
Under landing, keep your Hearts and Minds 
in the Knowledge and Love of God, and of 
bis Son Feſus Chriſt our Lord: And the Bleſ- 
ing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, - 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be amongſt you, ad W 
remain with you always. Amen, | | 
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Ps A TL. LXVI. 18, 195 20. 
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thi regard Iniguity in my Heart, 35 
tbe Lord will not bear me. a 2386 . 

Bur verily God hath heard me: He 
Bath 22 the 7 aice of. * 


| Pray _ ee 
Bled! be God, abs bath n not D 
aua my neee 8 nor bit Merey £2 a8 
eum me. * 


HIS Pitt "prin Abe We SERM, 
Words of my Text are taken) is one XI. 
of hole” which were- compos'd by holy 
David upon ſome fighal and eminent De- f 
BB liveranice; and is fraught with ſuch Strains 
of Praiſe and Gratitude, as ſhews the Com- 
Vor. III. N poſer 
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SE RM. 


XI. 
8 


Ver. 1, 2. 


Ver. 5. 


The Qualifications of Prayer. 
poſer to be both mindful of his Benefaftor, 
and thankful. 


"In the 


or this Plat he mm- 


mons the whole Courſe of Nature, 0 


nale g. joyful Naiſe unto Gm, ts Jing fokib 
the Honour of his. Name, nd to make his 
Praiſe to be gloriou m. 


Id the middle of it, he ſpecifies : and e- 


numerates thoſe particular Bleflings which 


were fo: plentifully beſtgyd; and ſo mi- 


raculouſly heap'1 upon the Jeuiſb Na- 
tion: And then he procee. 
vite all the Inhabitants af the World, to 


came and ſee. the Meris , God, ue it ſo 


| Ver. 3. 


Ver. 12. 


Ver. th 
bots 


terrible in his Doings towards the Children 


of Men; and, who through the Greatneſs 


of his Power, made the Enemies of his ' Peo- 
ple fubmit- to their | Conquerors, and an 
oppreſſed Nation to be rs, at 
Fire and Water into a wealthy.Place... 
FRroM this Proſpect of Mercies and 
Wonders, the devout Efalmiſt renews his 
Reſolutions of geing into the Hauſe of the 
_ Lord with Burnt-Offerings and Sacrifices, 
and paying theſe Los of Bullacts.;and 
Goats which his Lips had utter d. and bis 
eee Tae 


farther to in- 


\ 


ene; We wt 
54 T. this Cafe he propoſes MMF . es, 
. 9 —ů K 
ö ——ů5 have received de 3 
to their” cn edgrhefits ; 
5 and Gracious Bentfittor? r: 
Come and bear, uf ye thut fer Oh ang ver 16, 
Teig beter hint N Suh dhe fi 
Soul. Advance all ye that acknowl 
the fame God wü myſelf, len 
Gtatttude from my Ewample, "and Grpect 
Vietary attd' Suctefs from my Coicttct and 
Depbitnents" \*- dried” untb Hum wfth my ver. 17; 
Month" and he cbt efalted with Wy Tongue. 
My Happineſs commenc'd from my De- 
votids, and my People” are bleſſd, and 
mine Enemies con founded, ftom ahbe Ar- 
dency of my Payer, and the Sinoerity of 
my Wikeation!! to nt lu x? 
Tregusd lnipuiry . ny Heare, the 
Lord win nes bent een DW 1 
But Gee barb hind meic\ Hr bath 
| kene 19'the Voieh'of my Prayer. 
Biel de God, — — not Xurned 
away my Prover, 2 Fun me. 
Tur aft pärt öf chis Pam (from 
whence the Words of my Text are taken) 
contain a good Man's Reſolution of a vir- 
14 N 2 tuous, 
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XI. Devotion; and the Aſſurance — 
N a. devout, penitent, and ſincere P | N 


dr 1 us In my farther 


te Heart, tür Lord wil nuf ger 


— 
— — 


The Qualifications of Þ amy 


| ſhall have, of the Acceptance of his Pray- 
ers, at the Throne of Grace. n 1 
diſcourſing the 

Wor ords, 1 ſhall obſerve. the following Or 
ZB Sy th anmmrbA Aus 
ibs (I SHALL; treat of fig Salter 
„andi the ſeveral Im edi- 

ments hich, prevent, their TR 
tance with Pas regard Inquity 


br; 
444 


4 mw mor Do: ammo Aigen 4M 
Bull. Tux Aſſurance: we have of a gras 
1 <ious: Audience of our Prayers} if-we 
are not deficient in the due and re- 
gular Performance of them: But Ve. 
* vi God bath heard me; l bath at- 
tended unto the Voice g m Prayer. 
Galli Tas Returns to be made.on;our. 
Part to an indulgent and merciful 
Gol, for hearing and granting our 
Requeſts: Bigſed be God, hich hath 
ee ed away my Prayer, unt bis 


(de Mercy frum me. 2016 * 5 U 
= do non Hh⏑1U boow” 5 Hoe 


I. I 


i 


UGH? 


= 


+ 


A LSsnALA treat of the 


which which prevent their Accepta tanoe with God:  VY 


1 _ hs KK "OI 
Er, VT; 2 8 
* 


The Rualifeations of Prayer. 


Py —— "Mg 1 4 hone: ee 
ill not bear me. 
1.{THESE Words are a een 


tion of the Impediments which prevent 


; , l P : | 4 * 21 F 
the Acceptance of our Prayers at the 


Throne of Grace: And if we would re- 
move the Obſtacles which the unſucceſsful 
Petitioner labours under, and reduce the 


Matter of Devotion to its true Standard, 


we are directed by Divines to treat UE 


Subject under two Heade. 


1ſt, Petition ien N of week 
trie Want? » 

i dh, Trying for Favours and 
ROHR Mercies. Of bs | 
„* 1 Tun PrijeliaiyiPark of: 10 We 
relates to our Bodies, our Souls, or our 


mix d Actions, in this probationary Life. 


tution, which the Author and Former of 
Nature has ſo wonderfully contrivd, and 
which the Principles of Intereſt and Self- 
preſervation may engage us to ſtrengthen 


and ſecure. 


N 3 Is 


Qualifications & E RMH. 


182 The Qualiſrariom of Prager. 
 SerM. Ir we would bot rate Things at their 
and Deſign of Creating; andthe: Vie and 
ger vice of every Creuture to the Wiſe 
| rg] pay of an omnlſiſcient- Creator, we 
ſhould find ourſelves: undet᷑ the Ariteſt 
Obligations: to ſerve dur God with Soul 
and Body, Which are bothof them fortn'd 
by the ſtricteſt Care of his Almighty Po- 
er, and are ee ry wrt 
We Laws of his Providen mme. 
Look, look, 0 Man, 10 hy Divine 
Oriz ginal, and contet thy 
Maker breathing into 7h) Noftrilsthe Breath 
of Life, | By this generous and miraculous 
Act, Man became a living Soul { Form'd 
and actuated by his Divine Sovereign with 
a Countenance erect to the Contemplation 
of his Creator's Majeſty, with Eyes to 
diſcover Dangers, and to fix upon the moſt 
deſirable Objects; with Hands to wade off 
Things pernicious and hurtful, and to em- 
brace what is uſeful ad" eg 0 * 
ſocial Lie... % Aroi4h: 
Ix this Sprenivetry” and Prophtien| 
bodily Parts, the Apoſtle aſſures us,” that 
God hath ſorenper'd — Fram to- 


; gether, 
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J ͤ £m on i. Me. od oat ror 


gather,-7hot the Body is not me Member, SRM. 


but many, If the Foot fhall ſay, Becauſe. I XI. 
an nat the Hand, I am not of the Body; r . 


. il therefore not of the Body? And if the tg. ;. 


Kar ſhall. ſay,  Becoufe Tam not: the! Eye, 1 


an not. of the, Bach; is it therefore ng 


the Body ? Tf the whale Body were. an 


where were the Hearing? If the ulule were = 


Hearing. where were the Smelling ?\ But 


nnn hath God ſet the Members every one of 
them in the Bidy, às it hath pleaſed him. 


4; Now /the, Reſult: of this five arguing 
from, the Compoſition of an human Body, 


is, that the-ſeyeral Parts of this well 


eanſtityted Machine are actuated and enli- 
ven d, are directed and employ d to the 


gervice of their berieficent Maker; and 


that every one of them has a diſtinct Uſe 


for the Honour of the Divine ——— 


as well as the Preſervation and 


of their own Order and Exiſtence. 


eee the mite Mas both of 


Fay uf h Seivice'r And if proper Ge- 


ſtures, reverend Behaviour, mortifying 1 
Gireventa, and diſconſolate Looks are not 


44 ati N + 9 ; 
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E proper: Sue — Arens bft un 


' of ptoſtrating the Body, and humbling its 


Offender; in vain muſt God have told us 


| Bride —_— the Eyes, ares 2 
tion; of licking the Duſt-whth our 2 
— and falling on ea oh 
for Guilt and Mortification. © row 
Uyox this Subject of open Si 


* Auſterities, the reſign d and humble 


P/alnift uſes all his Rhetoric, and paints 
out his Debaſement in the ſeveral Acts of 


meriiſying ebe Boch, as well as Mn 


the Scul, by 4 Statute for euer. b . 
Ap on the other hand too, the Body 


upon proper Occaſions, | by tlie Pfal- 


miſt, is made the Inſtrument of Joy, and 
all its. Parts and Faculties are employ d in 
celebrating the Works of Creation, Re. 
demption, and Mercy. 1 1 g 0. 7,46 

In ſhort, my een be 1 
well as the Soul, has its Share in religidus 


Worſhip, and is call'd upon by inſpir d 
Writers to bear its proper Portion in the 


Service of the Creator and Redeemer: of 


Rom. vi. the World. What, know. ye not A ſays St. 
9 eee ca, our . 15 abe Temple of tl 


- 


+ 1 | Holy 


Yr Hp SY» x 0 . 


. 
N * 


E 


Hay Ob bib ar 2 ae Sun 


God, and ye are not your cum f. Huf e NIC 


5 Gd in your Body, and in your Spirit, 
which:are:God's. |. Both theſe are equally 


_ the. Purchaſe of Redemption; and th re- 


fore both rbeſe ſhould, in their re pt 
Capacities, gratefully join in the Seryice, 


and duely promote the Honour of their 
Redeemer. I Beſeech you, therefarez Bre- * as 
thren, ¶ ſays the ſame Apoſtle) 4ythe Mer," 


cies of God, that ye preſent;your. Bodies 


living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 14 


which. it your reaſonable. Service. In all 
your Performances take Care of A regular 
Management, and. proper. Dep 
the Body, and guard againſt any unworthy. 
Proſtitution of its Parts to the Diſgrace of 


its original Conſtitution. Let not Sin Rom. vi. 
reign in your mortal Body, that ye ſhould * 12, 13. 


obey it in the Luſts thereaf... Neither yield. 
ye Jour Members, 4s Infiruments. of Un- 
righteouſneſs unto Sin e But yield pour 
ſelves unto God, 46 thoſe; that are alive from. 
the dead; and | your. Members as Infiruments 
of Righteouſneſs unto Ged. fy, or: 
THis due Uſe of our bodily Parts ag 


41402 ſwer 8 


are bought with a Price: Therefare gore Ie 


186 Tho Qualifeations of Pro 

8u N r. fwers the true Ends of our C Creation: and 

XI. Nedemptien; of our ſojourning here upon 

din, and our Progreſs towards Heaven, 

It anitnates and enlivens our Evangelical 

Warfare, gives Spirit and Alacrity to our 

Chriſtiah Fortitude, and ſets eff that af. 
ſectzonsde Prayer of Bt. Pau to the Theſſa- 
© nimm, in all its powerful Heat and Effi- 
Te v. cacy: Dr very God of Peace (ſays he) 
anti you wholly' And T pray God your 
e»hole Spirir, and Soul. and Boch, be pre- 
ferved blamekſs entre Coming of Lon 
Yeſus Chri. 

e affeQtionate” Pla leads: hes in 
the next place to a more diſtinct and ſepa- 
rate Confideration of the Soul, as the pow- 
erful Inſtrument of our Devotion, and the 
lively Tncenſe that val our ne 

dhe Throne of Grace. 0 FO. 

As the Soul is a Wel, Medlgen, 
and thinking Being; id it is fitted by the 
Principles of its own Nature for the Con- 
templation of the Deity, and to direct and 
employ the Powers of the Body, as well 
as the Faculties of its ſpiritual Eſſence, 
in the Adoration of its e Confti- 
ent.” OTE NIL IG 


bien 


T 2s GW , a 6 
* 4 Is 


_—_ g of the moſt intelligent 


Heathens SAN. 
have thought the Sw“ to be Patt ef the 
Deity, and che Se˙m , Straub, under the 
Character of Wiſdom,” has deſerib'd her, 
| for the Breath of the Power of God ..— 

fluence flowing from the Glory uf the 25. 26. 
3 for the Brightneſs of 'the ru 
lafting Light, the unſpotted Mirror of 
| ten er e 


2 Nay hat de ghd l. . | 
8 ature, violated in its Faculties, defac'd 

Sin, and diſtorted in its Operations 8 
ke elſe it could never be ſeduc d into the * + 
Faction of Satan, and liſted in an Intereſt 
deftruQtive of its own Creation and Hap- 
pineſs. Our Buſineſs here upon Earth, is 
to reſtore and preſerve this immortal Be- - 
ing in her original Purity, and by all ſpl. 
ritual Contemplations and devout Exerciſes © 
to raiſe and elevate our Faculties to the 
Enjoyment of her chief and ultimate Good, 
Devotion is the Life of the Soul, Prayer 
well . is her daily Bread; and Praiſe and Thankf, 
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nce, Zieing the Anticipation of Paradiſe, and 
nſti- the ſpiritual Union and joint Communica- 
* tion with Saints and Angels. Be diligent 
OME | there- 


we 
— 


— 
» 
— - 
——— 
2 
* 


— 
— 
— 


— 


— 


— 
— 


x88 We Rualificationt of Bran 
8» RM. therefore t do what the: Lord thy Gad re- 
XI. -quireth:of tbee 35 — ＋ rd thy God, 
SAY f well in all bis Hans and in dove, him, 
12413" ond to forue the Lord thy God with all thy 
an gm Eee en aoith, alt thy Soul; n keep the 
 Commondments of the, Lord, and his Sta- 
e. wbicb I thee. this Day for 
God. n bas oa 
7  Be.diligent, be aQtve, 0 ye, ranſom' 
of the Lord, in the Performance of your 
Duty : Rouſe all the Powers and, Facul- 
ties of your ſenſitive, . zas well as 4 
Nature, by the Infulions of Grace, a 
7 75 the lethargic Particles ns 
the gracious Aſſiſtances of the oP 
wie glorious Proſpect tg celeſtial 
| Ps noting d er M ant 
"SUBMIT. the Body to Soul, as its 
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10 leading and governing Principle; and let 
| | Wild. ii. this Image of God's own, Eternity enliven 
Wy and inflame her grofs and lumpiſh Com- 
"Hh panion in all the, ſpiritual Exerciſes of Re- 
10 ligion and Devotion, and finally dignify 
1 and reward her in her conjoin d. and uni- 
Wl ted Nature, when bis Corruptible Heal. 
Til put on n Marte! be 
I Sioakaed, err 8 aurrgi h. i dive cit 
ll 2dly, 


he acai of Biondi | 


ty of Prayer, a8 it is SRM 


the Taran. of dana Liſe; 23 
——— — — nds Test. 
giving to God for that infinite Variety of 
Favours which, by the boundleſs Gene- 

roſity of our Creator, are every Minute 


poured upon us 11 GK 20 At 199 TO VR 4 4 
Hz zz; my Soul, make a. Stand, and 


a 


look about-thee ;:-and fee: thyſelf: incircled | 


with'\Goodrieſs from every Quarter, and 


both thyſelf enlighitned; and thy Body | 


ſuſtain'd 


I-prefuine to ſpeał diſtinctly f them; Lara, 
they are more t ban the Hairs of my Head; 
infinite in Number, as well as-conſiapt in 
Duration; the Renewal of every Morning. 
as Well as the unwearied Attendants of 


by the infiiite Variety of Bleſ- 
ſings both of Heaven and Earth. Should 


every Nigbt! How. precious alſo are thy vx. 
Thaughts unto me, O God? How great is (78, : 


the Sum of them? JE] ſhould: preſume to 
count nbem, they are more in Number than 


| the: Hair. of my Head! More glorious and 


wi reſplen- | 
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may not perhaps be ſo much ohſeru d by 


—— — Wien 
XI. . ans winder ther PreiBind of 
S we me 


ble Guard of —— 
_ ewake:up, I am Hill in thy reviving' Pre- 
—— I ga farub, thou givdeſt 
ae by the Hand, and leadeſt me duough 
every Step and 1 of 2 3 
Lifgo bnd of yd ns 
Tus sr common Ae Weditigs 


the ſtupid and inconſiderate Part of Man- 
kind; but they are never the leis the Ob- 
you of Wonder, 1 


W of the Blefliigientiances Wi Va- 
lue of it, and the Continuance perpetuates 
and invigorates the Obligation of 'Grati- 
tude. We are, by St. Paul's Direction, 
to give thanks akoays, and for all things, un- 

to God. Every Day is a divine Feftival! 
fer ever and ever, the Rotation and Circle 


pfl cxty, Of our Praiſes ! Every Day (continues the 
3, 2, 3, 4. devout. Pſalmift) wi I give thanks unto 


thee, and praiſe thy Name for ever and 
ever. | Every Day will I magnify thee,” O 
God, ts and a 


for 


The diene, 1 Ne. 
N 3 0 br Part e *. 
nb E of bis Greatneſs, Te Mnril 
cine abundant Kindneſs ſhall. de ſhewed,.7: 
ang. Men foall fing of thy | Righteoxſneſs. | 
The Tord is gracious am bountiful; Long- ver. 8, 9 | 
ſuffering and ef great. Goodneſs W loving to 
every Man, end:merciful over all his Watks., 

Exo this Glimpſe of Nature and Pro- 
vidence; of the Formation of Man and 
the Subſerviengyof the whole created 8) 
ſtem to his Pleaſure and Entattainment 3 
who can forbear the. Rapture of the Ha, dof 
vi? What Tongus does not glory in Boa. 
ſtaſy and Triumph? Lora! ahnt is Man, Pl. vii. 
that thou art mindful of him, aud the Son + 56,7, 
of. Man- that thay ifitet: him g Thou mas 
deft him lower than the. Angeli,' to crown 
him with Glory, and Warſhip.. Thou madaſi 
lim to. have Dominion uf ne Warks: of thy 
Hands; and thou haft, put all things in:Sub- 
jethion under bis Feet.: All Sbegp and Oxen; 
yea, and the) Beaſis af the! Heid, the Fouls 
of the Air, and the: Fiſhes: of ithei Sas, and 

ever | walkerh e toe Ratls ad 

the Seas. W ort fil Lin gen 

Tuzsx Benefits of, Dae of E 
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192 The Rualfcatios of Prayer. 
Sr RM. joyment, of Providence; of Superiority," of 
XI. Duration, wid ir Mig a to take ſuch 
VS Hold of the Soul, and to be ſo fiveted and 
cemented into the Affections, that a Man 

muſt ſacrifice his Reaſon, and diveſt hin- 

| ſelf of his very Humanity, if he ſhould 
ceaſe to be grateſul? For what a Reflecti- 

on is it to a ſenſible Being? What am A- 
buſe to the Sovereignty of our Nature, 

and the Dignity of our Stations, that * 

rael ſhould nos know, that God's on elect- 

ed and diſtinguiſh'd People uli nor con- 

Jeb xi. feder! Afe now the Beaſts; and they ſhall 
7 8. reach thee; and the Fowls' of the Air, and 
T.̃ bey ſhall tell thee + Or. ſpeak to the Barth, 
and it ſhall teach thee; and che Fiſhes of 

the Sea ſhall declare unto thee. The whole 

Courſe of brutal and inanimate Nature are 

ſteer d by Inſtinct to make their Acknow- 
ledgments to their Almighty Creator. The 
Heavens declare the Glory of God, and the 
Firmament heweth his Handy- . Day 

and Night, in their regular Changes and 
Viciſſitude, are the ſtanding Harbingers of 

Praiſe and Adoration, and are perpetually 

forcing and inculcating their Lectures up- 

on the reprobate and obdurate Sons of 


o! 


Of . 88 thi Tar, 0 ere berge 
e 19 Wichdüt nee: Contes late f 
7 it an preſcht Bene faction. . it 


A Cheater > the Doys 4 
3 8 tales id 2 a 


by oy thy x Remember him ups 
e 2 on og In the Nigbt- 
BW Cory and Sllence com. 
Pole thy, Trobe ofts, and 4 perpetual Senſe 


thy Teugue. No Time or Place is im.” + 
Proper for this Divine Exerciſe: "I 
e ablorb'd i in this vigorous Contemplatlon 
of the Divine Favor: Solitude and Re- 
tirement are to. refreſh. our Memories 
e and Converſation ; are to accu 5 
Tongue and invigorate our "ik 
Gut 0 dance of the Heart is the 
Toh to ſpeak: The Nature and Quality 
7 wa are to be di play d: 
h are to be furvey'd with 
oe Hg an Be and all their plentiful 
nfluences commemorated Witti elt 
and Adoration. Thy Mercy, O' LoHd, pf = | 
reacheth unto the Heavens, and thy Faith- $6 
Fulneſs unto the Clouds. Thy Righteouſneſs 
PBandeth like the ſtrong Mountains, and thy 
Vor, III. O Judgment: 


of- Gratitude Rt y- thy Heart and actuate 


194 De Bualifications of Prayer. 
Sn - Judgments like the great Deep. Ho en- 
XI. cellent is thy Loving-kindneſs, O God, and 
SY how precious thy Thoughts towards the Sons 
e Men! O how various are thy Diſpen- 
fations! How great the Sum of them ! FVI 
_ ſhould attempt to count them, they are more 
in Number than the Sand If I ſhould call 
for a Scrutiny, they exceed. the Hairst of 

my Head, Thy Work, O Lord, is bonou- 
rale, and thy Righteouſneſs endureth for 
Paal. cle. ever. Of! may all thy Works continue to 
97 10. praiſe thee, O ” Lord and thy Saints give 
| thanks unto thee, May every. Mouth Heat 
the Praiſe of the Lord, and all Fleſh give 
thanks unto his holy Name for ever and ever. 
Rev. iv. For thou art worthy, O Lord, to, receive 
49% Glory, and Honour, .and Ws! . for thou 
baſt created all things, and for thy Pleaſure | 

they are, and were created. 

To God the Father therefore, to God 
che Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, be 
render'd and aſcrib'd all Might, Majeſty, 
' Adoration and Praiſe, both now and for | 

_  evermore. Amen, 
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FIND IXVL a8, 19, 20 


1 regard 1 niquity in il 2 

| . the Lord will nat hear me. 

Bus verily God hath heard me: He 
hath attended 70 the Voice of. my 

; Pray er. — 

B Bud, be God, which bath not . — 
away my 0 nor his TOW! 
"from. me. 


* 


Three following Heads? 

* Or the Qualifications of Profil 401 
kak the ſeveral Impediments which pre- 
The ent their Acceptance with God: 7 
| O 2 1 "yer 


| 


FROM theſe Words, nnn 
former Diſcourſe to treat * N XII. 


196 The Ryalifications of Prayer. 
SERM. * I regard Intquity in my Heart, the 
SY 3 nne e 

H. Tur Affurance we have of à gra- 
| cious Audience of our Prayers, if we 
are not. feficight? in the due ghd fe- 
gular Performance of them : But ve- 
rily God hath Reurd me : He hath at- 
tended unto the Voice of my Prayer. 


III. Tun Returns to be made on our 
Part to an indulgent and -meiciful 


God, for hearing and grant 
Weqpveſts: Bl:ffed be God, whi which % | 
not turned away 1 te nox I 
© Mercy from m. 

% HAYE. already diſcours d wet ypon 
the Firſt of theſe general Heads; and, 
without any Repetition of what ths been 
already deliver'd, ſhall 'now an ! 
upof che F-omd, pin wx oh 

Tun Aſſurance we have of a "gracious 
Audience of our Prayers, if we are not 

„ . > deficient in the due god regular Ferform- 

ace of them; But. verily Gad hath heard 

ne: He hath attended ta the Price of 
Prayer. Ale 2440 1 

As we live. under the Protection of 
- God's. graciqus and merciful n 


bu 94 > J 


The Quulifcations of Prayer igy 
and dte fuſtain'd by the ſundry Promiſes 8 N N 
ahd Stipulations of an Almighty and Im- XII. 
mutuble God to his faithful People; fo VV 
we ſhould duly conſider the Conditions on 
our Side to ſecure this Protection and Aſ- 
ſiſtanet of Heaven; and by the Regulari- 
ty of our Faith, and the Conftaney of our 
Obedience, lay hold of the Fathers Pro- 


miſes, . 


his metorious Sb. 
or Ws ire with the proforndeR Aw an 
5h Reverenes te conſider, that ſtrict are the 
77 Commands of a righteous' God; Strait ir 
e Gate, and narrow is the Way that land- 


Son erb to Lift, and fr there are that find it + 
3 | And therefore we are to be conſtantly up- dire h N 
deen on che Watch, and inceſſant in our En- 


ey ee not to be miſguided by the 
<5 of miſtaken Travellers, nor to 
cious . bite a Hägtious and enfruting Mublitude 


to db evil. G! lay aſide all vain Confl- 
dences and preſumptuous Imaginations, 
and ſteer thy Courſe by the Guidance of 
Reaſon, and the unerring Dictates of re- „ 
val'd Truth. Tryft in the Lord with a , u 
thine Heart, and lean not to thine own Un: 5. 6. 
3 : th all thy "0 athnowledse 

Q 3 bim, 


198 The Ba e * P- "VE" 
Sz R M. him, and he ſhall dire thy Paths. 
NI. _ Uyon ſuch an Application to God, and 
Vſuch a dutiful Reliance upon his Promiſes, 

we hape the Aſſurances of his Divine 

Word, the Merits of his Eternal Son, and 

the Interceſſion of the Holy Spirit, to ne- 
| ____ _  gotiate at the Throne of Grace, and ac- 
5 compliſh the devout Requeſts of his Ser“ 
vants here upon Earth. We are indeed 
ignorant of our own Happineſs, and un- 
worthy of our own {elves to approach the 
Preſence of our God; yet if there be not 
wanting a willing Mind, and a ſincere Af- 
fection to the God of Truth, and a duti- 
ful Regard to his Commandments ;.. the. 
Rom, viii. Spirit will help our Infirmities, and male 
26. Interceſſion for us with Groanings which 
cannot be utter d. We have a. 
Advocate at the right Hand of the 7 ather, 
and the Adminiſtration of his Spirit here 
upon Earth for the Conduct of our Lives, 
and the Regulation and Influence of our 
Actions: And if we follow his Divine 
Phil. iv. Suggeſtions, and in every thing by Prayer 
8. 28 and Supplication, and Thankſgiving, let our, 
.* Requeſts be made known unto God, the; Bleſs, 
| fog of Heaven nd Earth ſhall attend " 
2: ns @ 


*- 


The Qualifications of Prayer. 199 
and the Peace of God which paſſeth all U- SIR M. 
derflanding keep” our Hearts "ond Minds XII. 
through Feſus Chriſt. | — 

Bur ſtill, my Brethien, we are to 
conſider that the Promiſes to our Devo- 
tion, and the conferring of Spiritual and 
a Temporal Favours, are owing to the Piety| 
of the Petitioners : F we regard Iniquity 
in our Heart, the Lord will not bear us; 
he will reject our Petitions, or convert his 
Bleſſings into Curſes,” ard make us as mi- 
ſerable in the Enjoyment, as we ſhould 
otherwiſe have been 1 0 ard Fernen 
of his Favours. | 
Lr us, — be e in 
our Ways, regular in our Lives, uniform 
in our Actions, and devout i in our Appli- 
cation to Heaven; and then let no Man 
deſpair of ſuch a Redreſs of his Grie- 
vances, as infinite Wiſdom ſhould judge 
expedient for the Sufferer, and infinite 
row 3 to the Neceſities of the 

by ws are always to eber G we 
are to petition with Reſignation and Hu- 

mility, and not to ſet any real Value upon 
eee eee, buttoremit 
n O "ht all 9 


20 The Qualifeations of Prana 
All our Grievances to the Goodneſa and 
„ Merey of God; and when gur — 
tures have done their utmoſt, te reſign 
qur Wills and Affection to he Niſpglal 
of Almighty Wisdom, and to applayd tho 
Eyents which his rightecus Hand, ſhall 
produce amongf the Sons of Men. 
Ass. Alas . Vr are net able of dum 
ſelves to \belp. or ſaluss, nor capable of . 
ing what is for the Relief of our Necoſſi- 
ty. and the real Advantage of our Tenn 
poral and Eternal-Cirenmiſtances, without 
the Guidance of the Spirit, and the, inui- 
gorating Influence of Almighty. Grade. 
Qur many Inſoleneies and Preſumptions rmiſt 
throw us out of the, Care and Protection of 
Providence, did not Mercy interpoie in our 
Favour, and ſkreen,us from thoſe Puniſh-, 
ments and Judgments which our Sing havs 
moſt righteoufly, deſerved. The Conſidera - 
tion of our own unworthy ſelves, and the 
Compariſon of our repeated. Crimes with 

the Strictneſs of infinite Juſtice and Recti. 

tude, muſt perplex and intimidate the 
Guilty, without the Interpoſition of Mer 

ch, and the bountiful Promaſes of a; for- 

race Bing. God. if. thav, Lord; ſpoulgh- be 


* * > Q extreme 


- 


_ Tho Valiſcatiant of Prayer, nor. 
to mark. what is dine umiſi, wah Sn NU 
5 r But there:is Mari AI. 
with thee,” therefore Malt thou be frurud e 5 
It is Mercy which ſwectens the Approaches © © 
of Majeſty; and\tahes of the Dread and 
Terror of Juſtice, which throws the re- = 
lenting Penitent into the Arm of his Res 
dormer, rr eee e | 
nan aol Vengeance. 

The proud may ariſt, 4 can en 
tion of naughty Men may ſeek - after 18). . 8 
Soul, and not ſet. God before their Eyes + 
But in the midſt of theſe wicked! Pars _ —_ 
fuits and Conſpirkcies, the Lord is full of _ 
Compaſſion, and Mercy, Long-Juffering, and 
flenteous in Geodneſe and | Truth,' turning 
to the afflicted, and giving Strength bane 
his Servonts, this ey ioo hate ut nay 
fre it, and be gſbamed : Beeauſe the Land ö 
hath kuchen the diline[e0, and enforcer H 
dejected and'forrdwtnl. . | 
urn then unt thy 20% 0 ny Sul, 
for the Lard-bath\rewardrd thes, Provi- 
dence, protects. Mercy  ſereens, and Om- 


nipotence guards the Innocent. I bo ſbal 
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harm you; if you he Followers of that which 
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S ERM. Day, nor the Ambuſh that is covered by 
NIE Night, nor the Peſtilence that killeth in 
3 The. Lord is the Portion F his 


29. 


People, aui Facob is-the Lit of his Tnheri- 


„ God it thy Refuge, 


and underneath are the everlaſting Arms: 
He is the | Shield of thy Defence, and the 
Sword of thy Excellency, mating thine E- 
nemies to be found Liars unto thee, and ex- 
— thy Fees" fo [Fread' __ thei bigh 


I «7 


2 doi confider'd the't two . do 
ctrinal Points which ariſe from the Words 
of the P/almif, and the Qualifications | 
on our” Part for the Acceptance-of our De- 
votion at the Throne on _ yum 14 
w ne e 11 00 

IIIA and laſt place, ta cloſe whe his Dif: 
nds with an Encouragement to publick 
Prayers in this Place, where the Honour 
of our God dwelleth,' and/in the Language 
which the Wildom: of his Church has pre- 
ſerib'd : Bleſſed, eternally bigſed be God, 
who hath not turned à deaf Far to bur 
Proyer, nor hid bis Mercy from us. 

FN this Aſſurance of God's 


and Favour to his People,; and his f nume - 


8 ; rous 


the eek ifications 71 et 203 

rous 1999 repeated Promiſes of e 
in their ſeveral Exigences and Ne- XII. 
ceffities; I am engag'd with Boldneſs and — 
Sincerity. to apply myſelf. to thoſe. whom 
Providence has plac d under my Care, to 
conſider the Advantages which they in this 
Place enjoy of offering up their Praiſes 
and Prayers to God t uice every Day, and 
in jointly petitioning their Heavenly F a- 
ther, with the whole Chriſtian Church, 
for the Neceſſities and Conveniencies both 
of Soul and Body in this Life, and the j 
Inheritance of e er in ms *. to 
come. Fr 
Tus Privilege of public Hein 1 
great in itſelf, and fo neceſſary and uſeful 
to our Chriſtian Profeſſion, and ſo ſtrongly 
inculcated by the Laws of God and Na- 
ture, that nothing is more to be wonder d 

at (both from the Principles of Intereſt 
and Duty) than the ſlender Attendance at 
our daily Prayers, and the proſecuting of 
every idle Diverſion to 55 ae 704 
Frrindice of Devotion. 

Tun Profeſſion. of our Faith i is * — 
be holden with Arg F ickleneſs, Waver- 


206 Tho Qualifcarions of Prep. 


Senn. yt gr — to be negledted as the 
. Mioimts'of fome it. The Apoſtle's Aﬀer. 
dos upon this Stbject, "in his BpyPle tothe 


Hebrews," is very awful and perer ptory, 
and His Words upon | the Duty of Prayt 
ee Mose HR always make the deepeſt 
Impreſſion upom our Hearts, and place the 
ſtricteſt Guard upon our Confeiences,” If 


ay fir wilfutly, (ſays he, upor this fp 


Hebr. x. tat Duty of Devbtiom:)/ I tvb will 
u, "offer that "ot" Bede feet u, the 


Knowledge” of th uth, there remain. 
erb no more Sactifice” for Sin, but u rertuin 
fearful looking for of Fudgment, and fiery 
Aae, Fe 4 dewntty tb the Hikter- 
Jv 111% 160196 
On! That all 56 Ws -onter 


the Opportunity of Divine Worſhip; would 
ſetzouſty conſider the deplorable "Conſe. 


quences of their Ingratitude and Profuſe- 


neſs; And would alert the Honour 6f God, 
and promote the Intereſt of theit irnmortal 
Souls by the Fervor and Frequency of their 


Devotion, and their conſtant Union and 


| Comtnunion With Chriſt, in'a due Cele- 


1 


Ts 
Service of the Church; and ttiſe away 


bratioit * It is the 


4 : Apoſtle 8 


Apatile's Advice, ang aide ane 
and in every Thing d ** XII. 


— Chih, — Dive. 5 
| ficient in the bang. nur gn. an 9 7 81 


Ex . 
Ven Motley his Tine in Idle. 
neis or Pleaſure; or What is worſa, in 
Frofuiſtneſs and Garhivg, reflect upon the 
Uſe and Improvement of his Talent 40 
thaſe wife Purpoſes," which the Diyine = 
Done has. graciouſly lent them ? They Mate. xxv. 
wialed and extravagant, .#hou At- and 3 
cazelefs Servant, they, cughteſt-7o have gu | 
ay Money 10 the Exchangers, that at w 
coming Tmght bavie recetued nine own with 
fury. Take: therefore the — 2 
A that hath mide ſuchi an ill Uf of it;: 
and caſt ye the unprofitable Servant I | 
fen Dar ni,: There e e am 
ha tied) Mme oh 0 8 mv 

Fon Mob f chdniite of this Punihnbent, 


nnd * * of you Newaard- in the 
Jntgrno. Lord, 


206 The Qualifications of Prayer. 
Sx RN. Lord, perſevere inthe Dutiesof Religion with 
XII. Zealand Aſſiduity: Watchand pray always; 


* continue in the Duty of Prayer, and watch 
inftantly in the ſame, both in Seaſon and 


44 # M 
11 


10. 


your Calling and Election ſure in Chriſt Je. 
i Fet. v. 8. us; be ſober, be vigilant ; becauſe" your 
Adverſary the Devil, ai a roaring Lion, 
_ avalketh about ſeeking whom he may — 
Whom reſiſt fedfaſt in the Lord; confront 
with the Merits of your Saviour, and re. 


We Devotion 
| 5 Now all this Variety of Expreſſion 
| 3 2 | 0 al theſe pathetical — from in- 
ppir'd Writers, and all theſe Examples of 
the Saints and Servants of the Lord con- 
vey to us the conſtant, the careful, and de- 
| vout Attendance upon the Duty of Prayer. 
Bar. V. 1. ct We are not to make it a TrApep3ov, or 
. . % By-buſineſs of our Life; (a Matter of 
*« {mall Conſideration or Indifference, of 
Curioſity or Chance) to be tranſacted 
« vvith a drowſy and faint Heart, with a 
« deſultorious and light. Endeavour, by 
Fits, as s the Humour taketh; but that, 
N accounting 


2 Pet. out” of Seaſon © Give all Diligence to make 


pel with the Heavenly erg of Faith 


. 4% EF OP . 


The Qualifeation of P Payer. 


dee e «If tn nad $29. 


Nature, and weightieſt 


we XII. 


te do adhere eee ee eee eee * 


« * regard it with undiſtracted 
, Attention, purſue it with unwearied 
1 Diligence, being always upon the Guard, 

* wakeful and expedite, intent upon, and 
apt to cloſe with any Occaſion ſuggeſt- 
ing Matter thereof.” 


Tux Time of our ſojourning here, my 
Brethren, is but ſhort and precarious ; the 
Approach of Judgment is ſpeedy and cer- 
tain; the Scrutiny into our Actions ſhall be 
exact and accurate; and the Sentence of 
our judge peremptory and irrevocable. 
The Lord furniſh us with Oil in our 
Lamps, and Grace in our Hearts, that we 
may go out with Joy to meet the Bride- 
groom Grant that the Incenſe of our 
Morning and Evening Sacrifice may, like 
Cornelius Prayers and Alms, come up for a 
Memorial before God, and take Heaven by 
a conſtant, holy, and devout Violence. 
The Lord comfort, ſupport, and ſtrength- 
en us all in the Day of Adverfity, Trial, 
and Temptation : : The Lord influence and 


purity 


XII. his Holy" Ppirit: 1 
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The Ungrateful Courtier. . 


| Gt XL. 23. 


Yet del not. the chief B acer. remem- 
ber Foſeph, but for gat bim. 


F we would underſtand the Drift and Sz RN. 
Meaning of theſe Words, which are XIII. 
relative and dependent, we muſt carry our alli 
Eye back to the Context, and find out 
their Connection and Importance by ex- 
amining the Particulars of the foregoing 
Story. £ | 
In the former Chapter, we have an 
Account of Foſzph's Misfortunes in E— 
gypt, and his falſe Accuſation and Impri- 
ſonment for not conſenting to the wanton 
Solicitations of his Miſtreſs, and Yau 8 
the Bed of his Maſter. 
 DvrinG this Confinement of esl, 
two of Pharaoh's Servants, (the chief But- 
T0. Bi. P | ler 


FE ur 


SERM, 
Zager 


ve.” 1. 


4. 


The U norateful Courtier. 
ler and the chief Baker) were caſt into 
Priſon for offending their Lord the King: 
And the Captain of the Guard was ſo 
wrought upon by the Abilities and Fide- 


lity of Joſeph, that he committed to him 
the ſole Care and Cuſtody of both theſe 


new Criminals. 

In a ſhort time after their Commit- 
ment, the Butler and the Baker had each 
of them a very terrifying and ſurpriſing 
Dream; and being under a Concern for 
an Interpreter, Joſeph was directed by the 
Spirit of God to fall in to their Aſſiſtance, 


and to give a right Solution to their pre- 


ſent Difficulties. | 
TRE chief Baker's toda 1 (according 


to Foſeph's Interpretation) foretold his 
Ruin in three Days; and the chief But- 


ler's, his Reſtoration in the fame Space of 


Time: And all that Foſeph defir'd of the 


latter, was to remember him when he came 


to his Glory, and to repreſent the Injuſtice 


of his preſent Confinement to Pharaoh. 


Bu r ſee, ſee the curſed Ingratitude of 
a Courtier, nad the unſpeakable Perfidiouſ- 
neſs of a-falſe Friend! See how the Ear of 
a Prince changes the Manners of a Man, 


and 


E2 


The Unprateful Courtier. 1 
and the Hurry of State juſtles out the Ob- ERM. 
ligations of Conſcience ! See how a new XIII. 
Promotion may wake us drop an old Ac. WY 
quaintance, and the Aﬀfluence of Plenty 
and Honour perſuade us to overlook the 
Poverty and Diſgrace of a Brother's in H 
1 3 

The chief Butler remembred not 7 pb, 
but forgat him. 

From the Words 1 ſhall take oath 
to enquire into the ſhameful Ingratitude 
of the chief Butler, and to expoſe his 
Rudeneſs and Injuſtice to Foſeph, from 
the ſeveral Particulars of this Story, as 
they are related by Moſes, or may be fairly 
collected from Matters of Fact, without 
ſqueezing or wreſting the Sacred Text: 
And here every thing conſpires to make 
the Action odious and deteſtable, and all 
the Paſſages of the Hiſtory fix a reproach⸗ 
ful Character upon the principal Agent. 

I. Tur Circumſtances of Time and 
Place, when and where this Action 
was committed. 

I. Tre different Fate 5 the * But- 
ler's Brother-Criminal.” 

m Tue Reflections which he ſhould 

> havg 


92 


212 The. U. ngrateful Courier. 
SE RM. have nom made upon his late Condi- 
XIII. tion of Life. 

w. His unexpected Reſtoration to his 
late Poſt. 

V. TAE Qualifications of the Perſon 
who oblig'd him with the Interpre- 
tation of his Dream, 

VI. Tur moving and pathetical Peti- 
tion to be remembred by him in his 
future Advancement. 

Al theſe, I ſay, were ſufficient Ar- 
guments to refreſh the Memory, and move 
the Compaſſion of this forgetful Man. 
And becauſe Ingratitude is a Sin of the 
deepeſt Dye, and to which the Nature of 
moral Juſtice, and the common Princi- 
ples of Humanity have the greateſt Ab- 
Hhuorrence; it may not be improper to look 
into all the aggravating Circumſtances of 
the chief Butler's Crime, that we may 
come to a juſt Notion of our Duty in this 
_ Caſe, and learn how to behave ourſelves 
with all Deference and Civility to our 
Friends and Benefactors. 
I. Tur Circumſtances of Time and 
Place ſhould have made the chief Butler 
| TOTS of Va 5:44 
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The Ungrateful Courtier. 213 
Tur Time of this Action was when SRR NM. 
both of theſe Priſoners were under the XIII. 
moſt diſmal and melancholy : Apprehen- 
ſions, by a ſhocking and ſurpriſing Dream; | 
a Dream which carried ſomething great 
and extraordinary in the Womb of it, and 
yet impoſſible to be unfolded by the Wiſ- 
dom and Sagacity of Man. The Pre- 
diction was certain, and the Event deter- 
mind; but the Explication was hidden, 
and the Fact a Myſtery. The Traces of 
Divine Wiſdom were unſearchable to a 
common Eye, and the Counſels of Hea- 
ven envelap'd in Darkneſs and Obſcurity, 
till the Divine Interpreter ſtruck a mar- 
velous Light from the Y:fion, and gave a 
true and eaſy Solution of the Riddle. 5 
As to the Place of this Dream, it was 
in Priſen, which did not a little contribute 
to the Horror of the thing, and make the 
Interpretation the more deſirable. The 
News of a Pardon is a Subject of uncom- 
Joy to any Malefactor; but a Patent 
for an Office at Court, and the Exchange 
of a Dungeon for a Palace, muſt be a 
double Surprize to the Priſoners of Death, 
and turn Joy into Ecſtaſy and Raviſhment. 
3 The 


214 The Ungrateful Courtier. 
Sr nM, The Chief Butler was, without doubt, 
XIII. conſcious of the Heinouſneſs of his Of- 
WY fence, and ſenſible of his Maſter's Diſplea- 
 fure and his Soul could think of nothing 
but Execution, and would willingly 180 
clos'd with the Propoſals of Life upon any 
Conditions : And- what a Tranſport muſt 
we then think him to be in, when the 
Fury of the Storm was blown over, and 
the King's Indignation pacified, and- the 
® Way prepar'd for his Re-eſtabliſhment ? 
Had he always continued in Plenty, and 
been the Favourite of his Maſter, an Ad- 
dition to his Fortune might have been no 
Surprize to his Expectations, and a Remo. 
val to an higher Poſt in the Government, 
but a neceſſary Qualification for his paſt 
Services : But to be tumbled down at once 
from a Court to Priſon, and to lie under 
the Sentence of Death, and expect the 
Executioner every Moment ; and then to 
be rais'd up to his former Glory on a ſud- 
den, and to have an expreſs Meſſenger 
from Heaven to tell him the joyful Tidings 
of it: This muſt raiſe uncommon Motions 
and Raptures in his Soul, and onght to 
me him * reſpectful to every 
| "07 
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The Ungrateful . 


Agent who contributed to the Revolution SE mat , 


and Change of his Circumſtances. 


II. Axor Motive to Gratitude, 
was the Difference of the Chief Butler's 
Fate from that of the Chief Baker. For 
they had both of them (as far as we can 
collect from the Hiſtory of Moſes) equally 
incurr'd the Diſpleaſure of their Maſter, 
and were under Apprehenſion of the ſame 


Condemnation. - They were Brother-Cri- 


minals, and Fellow-Priſoners; and yet 
their Fortunes had a different Turn, and 
their End was remarkably various. The 
unexpected Deliverance of the Chief But-. 
ler was an unuſual Theme for Praiſe and 
Gratitude ; and the Mercy he receiv'd in 


the room of Judgment, ſhould have en- 


larg'd his Bowels towards his Fellow- 
Sufferer and Compauton in Bonds. For 


what can be more moving and affecting, 


than to ſee ourſelves ſnatch'd from the 
Jaws of Death, and made the Objects of 
Mercy and Pardon, whilſt the ſame Of. 
fences render others obnoxious to the Se- 
verity of the Law, and facrifice their Lives | 
to the Fury and Reſentment of their 
Prince? How ſurprizing is it, that the 


The U ngrateful Churtier. 


Sz RM. ſame Hand ſhould take me out of the Pit, 
XIII. and plunge my N eighbour with greater 
WY Violence into it? That the ſame Meſſenger 


ſhould foretel my Deliverance and Reſto- 
ration, and produce the Dead Marrant for 
m y Brother-Criminal s Execution? With 
* Eagerneſs and Satisfaction muſt I re- 
ceive this pleaſing Meſſage, and with what 
Gratitude careſs the Perſon that delivers it? 
How charming are the Lips which ſpeak 
ſuch pleaſant things, and how beautiful the 
Feet of him that bringeth ſuch good Tidings 
of Liberty and Salvation ? What Reward 
can I think ſufficient for ſuch an acceptable 
Piece of Service? What Schemes muſt I 
frame for the Promotion of my Benefactor? 
What Ties and Obligations muſt T lay up- 
on my Soul, to remember my F riend when 
I come to my Glory, and enjoy the ; Hap- 
pineſs of his Predictions? b 
III. A farther Argument for Gratitude 
is to be taken from that miſerable Con- 
dition to which the Chief Butler was ſo 
lately reduc'd, and from which he was 
promis'd fo ſpeedy a Deliverance by the 
Mouth of Joſepb. : 
Any thing that affects ourſelves, not 
only makes a deeper and more ſenſible 
| * 


The U »prateful Courtier. 


Imprefſion upon our own Minds, but car- Sn RM. 


ries our Bowels with a greater Degree of XIII. 
Tenderneſs towards our diſtreſs'd/Neigh. "Vo 


bours. The Conſideration” of our own 
Misfortunes muſt force any thing but a 
Rock or a Stone to compaſſionate others 
in the like Caſes, and the Congruity of 
Circumſtances puts all Heads and Hands 
to work for the Redreſs and en | 


of Fellow-Sufferers. 


Wir what Contempt do we lookin up- 


on that King of Egypt who knew nat! Ju- Exod. i 


ſeph, and what a Monſter do we paint him 
out in our on Imaginations, every time 
we read the moving and pathetical Parts 
of that Hiſtory? Who could think that 
the whole Nation ſhould reap ſo much 
Benefit by the Bleſſing of God upon the 
Endeavours of one Man, and the Reve. 
nues of the Crown be augmented to that 
prodigious Degree by his wiſe and prudent 
Management; and yet that any of the 
Royal Family ſhould perſecute the Poſte... 


rity of their Benefactor, and make their yer. 12. 


Lives bitter with hard Bondage, in Mor. 


tar and in Brick, and in 5 manner Ll 
* 
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218 The Ungrateful Courtier. 
$SzxM. -' Ons would reaſonably imagine, that all 
XIII. Sorts of Perſons, who ever knew what 
CY Calamity meant, ſhould have ſome 
Throws and Agonies at an Object of Mi- 
ſery, and pity thoſe Misfortunes in ano- 
ther, which they have fo narrowly eſca- 
ped themſelves, They cannot be Strangers 
to the Bitterneſs of the Soul in Torment, 
nor inſenſible of the Weight of that Bur- 
den which depreſſes the Shoulders of the 
Captive; and it is monſtrous, that they 
ſnould not touch with one of their Fingers, 
nor ſend ſo much as a kind Wiſh, or a 
good Word, for the Deliverance of the 
Sufferer. It is St. Paul's Advice to the 
Heb. xiii. Hebrew Converts, To remember them that 
3. are in Bonds, as bound with them: and 
them that ſuffer Adverfity, as being your- 
ſelves alſo in the Body. And the Prophet 
Amos vi. Amos very ſeverely reprimands thoſe; who 
$6. chanted to the Sound of the Viol, and in- 
vented to themſelves Inſtruments of Muſick 
like David; who drunk Wine in Bowls, and 
anointed their Heads with the chief Oint- 
ments; but were not grieved for the Afﬀui- 
ion of Foſeph, nor ſhewed the leaſt Con- 
cern for the Captivity and Deſolation of 
their Brethren, _ 
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The Ungratefa Courtier: 21 9 


CERTAINLY Mirth cannot be very St RN. 
ſeaſonable, and Laughter muſt be Folly XIII. 
and Maznefs, when we have ſuch miſera- - 
ble Spectacles before our Eyes; and the 
lamentable Groans and Shrieks of our Fel- 
low - Creatures are perpetually ſounding in 
our Ears. He who can find any agree- 
able Entertainment at ſuch à time, comes . 
up to the Barbarity of that Nyman Empe- 
ror, who diverted himſelf with his Fiddle, 
whilſt the Capital City lay in Flames, and 
play d and ſung whilſt the Wealth of his 
Subjects was turning into Aſhes, This 
Melody in Heavineſs is a Burleſque upon 
human Nature: 'This inſulting over the 
Calamities of our Brethren, is an Affront 
to the Providence of God, and a Contra- 
diction to all the Precepts of our Holy Re- 
A 
I yow'T fay, that the chief Butler's 
Carriage to Joſeph did come up to the 
Cruelty of Nero: The Text is pleas'd to 
repreſent his Crime under the Expreſſion 
of Forgetfulneſs ; a modeſt and faſhionable 
Word, to palliate and colour over all the 
Neglects, Injuſtice and Ingratitude of great. 
| Men towards their Inferiors! A Word to 


excuſe 


—— 
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8ER N. excuſe Promiſes, and abſolve Vows; to 


* anſwer Petitions, and pay Debts; to put 

” off the Importunity of Clients, and dif. 

Card the Obligations of our Friends! 

In ſhort, the Chief Butler's own Im- 

priſonment might have whet up his Me 

mory, and quicken'd his Conſcience: The 

bitter Potion which he once drank, might 

have till preſervd the Reliſh: in his 

Mouth, and the eminent Services of Jo- 

Jeph might have been remember d before 

this time: For how could he eat the 

Fruits of the other's Prediction, and not 

conſider the Hand by which it was reach'd 

out to him? How could he enjoy his Eaſe 

and Liberty, and wallow in all the Ex- 

ceſſes and Glories of a Court, and yet ne- 

ver beſtow a Thought upon his impriſon d 

1 Benefactor, whoſe” Fret were till hurt in 

18. The Stocks, and into whoſe very Soul the Iron 
enter d. 

IV. Tun next thing that ought to have 

obliged the Chief Butler to Gratitude, was 


his unexpected Reſtoration to his old Poſt, 


and the freſh Capacity he was in to be ſer- 
viceable to his Brother-Priſoner : For the 


1 


\ 


Text tells us, that (according to Fo/eps's 
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In 


of his Dream) the Chief SR RN. 


Butler was, in the ſpace of Three Days, XIII. 
reſtor'd to his But lerſbip again, and gave 


the Cup into Pharaoh's Hand. This more 
immediate Acceſs to the Royal Preſence, 
and frequent Attendance upon the Perſon 
of the King, muſt give him a fair Oppor- 
tunity of infinuating the Grievances, and 
a plauſible Pretence of repreſenting the 
Calamities of his Fellow-Sufferers. For 
he ſeem'd now to have the Reins of Ju- 
ſtice in his own Hands, and Mercy and 
Power were at his ſole Diſpoſal: He 
ſeem'd to be re-eſtabliſh'd for the Good of 
the Public, and to be advanc'd himſelf for 
the Support of his Friends. He ſeem'd to 
be made a Favourite, that he might plead 
the Cauſe of the Afflicted; and to have 
the Ear of his Prince, that a might re- 
preſent the Cafe of his Fellow- Subjects. 
His late Experience of his Maſter's Cle- 

= mency might embolden him to petition for 

another; and the notorious Injuſtice which 
was done to an innocent Perſon, might 
give him Hopes of ſucceeding in his Re- 
queſt, and almoſt affure him of a favou- 
| ___ . from a merciful Prince. 


Now 


S ERM. Now when there was ſo great Expect. 
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XIII. ance, and ſuch little Performances from 7 
WYVV this new-rais'd Favourite; when his ; 
portunities were ſo many to. ſerve an old 
Acquaintance, and his Endeavours ſo faint 
and languid in the Execution of it; what 
Tongue can be charitable to the Character 
of ſuch a Man? What Pen can ſufficient. 
ly expoſe his Baſeneſs and Ingratitude? 
He, as prime Minter, ſhould have in- 
form'd his Prince of the State of his King- 
dom, and done Juſtice to the injur'd Sub- 
ject; but inſtead of this charitable Repre. 
ſentation, he acts the Politician in Dil- 
guiſe, and under the Colour of Forget ful. 
neſs, commits the greateſt Piece of In- 
juſtice to his Benefactor. 
V. AmwoTHER Motive to Gratitude in 
the 'Chief Butler, was the Virtues and 
learned Qualifications of ohh. 

For Men of no Parts and Endowments M 
to inſiſt upon diſtinguiſhing Marks of Fa- 
vour and Promotion, argues no ſmall De- 

gree of Pride and Impudence, and it would i 

be Weakneſs in- their Friends to ſollici 3 
their Intereſt, and Folly in great Men 90 
comply with their Deſires : For as Snow i 
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8 and as Rain in Harveſt, fo Ho- SB RM | 

nour is not ſeemly for a Fool, But when XIII. 

Merit and Virtue come in to back their VV 

Pretenſions, and the uncommon Excellen- 

cies and Qualifications of the Petitioners 

are ſufficiently tried and known to the 

World, then the Recommendation ſhould 

be handed about with more Vigor and In- 

duſtry, and the Promotion of ſuch emi- 

nent Perſons is but a Debt to Jane, and 

a Reward of Merit. wal 3 ; 
Ix the Caſe before us, we FEW a very 

furpeifieng Example of Worth and Good- 

neſs under the moſt unjuſt Proſecution : A 

fit Opportunity preſents: itſelf for the De- 

liverance of this injur'd Priſoner, and. the 

Perſon oblig'd has it in his Power to do 

his Benefactor Service. The more to en- 

courage him in this Work, he has a per- 

ſonal Knowledge of the Qualities and Vir- 

tues of the Man he was to ſerve, and 

wanted no other Remembrancer but his 

own, Experience, nor any other Recom- a 

mendation but the known Merit of his 

Friend to puſh him on to the Underta-.- 

bing. The Chief Butler had ſufficiently «|. 

taſted of Joſeph's Bounty, whilſt, he was 

under his Cuſtody in Priſon, and had Prof 


enough 


224 
SE RM, enough of his Abilities from the ready y and 
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II. . Interpretation of his Di He 


muſt of neceſſity think that Perſon” highly | 
favour'd by God, on whom ſuch extraor-. 
dinary Endowments of Wiſdom and Learn. 


ing were conferr'd; and that he was rais d 


up for ſome great Deſign to the People 


and Country where he liv'd.' For him, 


therefore, to be unmindful of this worthy 


Perſon, was to contradict the Providence 
of God, and affront that Almighty Wiſ. 


dom, which bad given ſuch Gifts uni 


Men, and employ'd ſuch Inſtruments in 


his Service: For to ſtifle ſo much Merit in 


a Priſon, and deprive the Public of ſuch 


Gen. xl. 
14, Is. 


an ineſtimable Bleſſing, was enough to re- 
duce him once more to the Dungeon, or 
bring him to @ worſe Place of Torment. 
VI. Tux laſt thing to move the Chief 
Butler to Gratitude was the earneſt and 


pathetical Petition of Fo/eph : For when 


he had given the Chief Butler the com- 
fortable Interpretation of his Dream, and 
foretold his ſpeedy Reſtoration to his anci- 


ent Glory, he did in his own behalf im- 


plore his Intereſt and Fayour with his Ma- 
ſter, in theſe modeſt, but melting Expref- 
tions: : Think on me, when it ſhall be well 


r . W w woo. A 


with 


: 


Telling 


2 


with:thee, and fhew: Kindneſs," I pray thee, S E RNM. 
unto ne; and mute mention f me unto Pha- XIII. 
raob, and bring me out of this Houſe': for .. 
indeed I as ſtolen away out fete Land „ | 
the. Hebrews ; and bere alſo bave. I Aon . 
nothing, oo 00 1 * me into . 
Dungton-. 

Tur * & his Cate, Tow. 79 | 
was moving, and the Injuſtice of his Ene- 
mies / notorious; His Circumſtances: were 

to be pitied, his Perſon was deſerving, his 
Sufferings were exquiſite, and his Petition 43 
reaſonable. The Obligation he had laid 1 
upon the Butler was great, and the defir'd | 
Return but very ſmall, . For he, did not 
deſire any thing troubleſome and expenſive eats? by 
at his hands; neither did he inſiſt upon Ln 
any extravagant Preſents or Gratuities for 

his paſt Services; but only ſolicited a piece 
of Juſtice. for a falſe Impriſonment, and 
begg d one kind Turn in Requital of ano. 
ther. And certainly a modeſt Recom- 
wendation of a deſerving Perſon was no 
great Hardſhip, to a Man under ſuch pow] al ita 
| erful Obligations; and a few good Words 
: in behalf of an old F riend and Benefactor, 

could have been no Detriment to the Ho- 
| nour of a Courtiey"s But, on the contrary, 

Vor. III, „ f 
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SERM. it would have riveted his Intereſt with his 


XIII. Maſter; it would have teſtified his Grati- 

PP? tude to the World; it would have un- 

loos· d the Fetters of the Innocent, and pro- 

_ cur'd aa of his Ding In- 
terpreter. 

HAvinG now run thamels 3 1 pro- 
poſed to inſiſt upon from this Subject, 1 
muſt beg leave to recommend Jeſepbs 
Piety to your Thoughts, and the Patience 
of his Sufferings to your Imitation, in the 

Language of our Holy Church, for the 
Co of this Digue ddl, 


lang. 3 o Lal who never faihf to hola 
govern them, whom thou . 


2d Sunday 
after Trin 


thy Rledfaſt Fear and Love; Keep us, ut 
beſeech thee, under the Protection of thy 
good Providence | ; and grant to thy People 
that they may love the things which thou 
commandeſt, and bear with Patience what 
thy Wiſdom and Goodnefs ſhall inflitt ; that 
__ fo among the fundry and manifold Change! 
of the World, our Hearts may furely there 
be fixed, where true Foys are to be found, 
VM Fefu 1 our CIOs Amen. 
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* TY 9 ſhall look upon me, * ; 
_ they bave pierced; and they ſpall 
mourn for him, as one 'mourneth 

| "for hir oniy Sen, and al! be' in 
Bietern | or him, | as one that is 


: 3 
' 


in Bitterneſs for a Tick born.” " 


4 
5 


MY "HE Paſſion of our 1 Be dad "AIM SERM, 
has been the Subject of this Neeb XIV. 
Meditation, that we might be duly af. Vo 
fected with the ſtupendous Love of God 
in the myſterious Work of our Redemp- 
tion, and arrive at a juſt, Deteſtation and 
Abhorrence of thoſe, Sins, which have 
been the melancholy. Cauſes of ſuch ex- 
quiſite and unparallel d Moria LON 


© F Tur 


228 The Paſſion of our Saviour. 
SRM. Tus Church, upon this Occaſion, has 
XIV. repreſented to you the Man of Sorrows, 
ad acquainted with Grief, in the pathe- 
tic Strains of the Old Teſtament, and et 

forth the Death of che Hoh Feſut, as it 

is hiſtorically related in the New by the 
Evangelifts in their Goſpels, and as pathe- 

tically gloſs d upon by the Apoſtles, in the 

ſeveral Parts of their Epiſtles. | 
Wu a T.femains-now' for me to do, ii 

only to collect ſuch Paſſages of our Sa- W 

* viour's Paſſion, as ought annually to be + | 
commemorated by Chriſtians; and to point 
out unto you, what a Share our Sorrow 

is to bear with his Agonies, <oho/e Soul 
was this Day made a Sacrifice for Sin, and 
whoſe Merits became the Purchaſe of Hap- 


i 


pineſs and Imtnortality. n 


Hall look upon me whom they hav 
MA: >" pierced; aud they ſhall mourn for him; an 


V 
8 


— 


„ mourneth for his only Son, and ſhall be in 

of Bitterneſs far him, as one "that i es in Bit 
erg for” bis H ln. . 

Tur this Portion of ee has a 

Aelatlon to the Sufferings . of the Meſfah 

will appear as well from the important 


Ae of the Words themſelves, » 
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from what hol David. has ſaid concern- SE T5 
ing piercing oo "Hands and bis Feet ; XIV. 
and that larger Account which Jaiab has Pr xxl. 5 
given, of his being | fricken, ſmitten . . 
God, and afflifted : of being wounded for 4. 5 
our Tranſgreſfions, bruiſed for our Iniqui- 
ties, and ſuffering the Chaſtiſement of our 
Peace upon him, that with bis Stripes we. 
might be healed. And to put the Matter 
beyond Diſpute, St. Jobn, in the Cloſe of John xix. 
his Goſpel, applies this Paſſage of the Pro- 
phet Zechary to the laſt Scenes of the 
Crucifixion of - Fe/ics : They ſhall Took upon. 
him whom they have pierced, © 

Now this Contemplation of our Sa- 
viour in his laſt Agonjes, may have a 
man principally to five Things. 

1 To the Dignity of the Perſon ſuf⸗ 

fering. 

II. To the Exquiſiteneſs 90 his Pain, © 
III. To the Patience of the Sufferer, 
IV. To the Love of God the Father 
and the Son, in tranſacting this bit- 
ter Part of our Redemption,  - 
® 15 To that Condolance and ſympa- 

| thizing Sorrow, we are to have with 
our Redeemer in his Agonies: 7. bey 


23 ſhall 
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| ſhall mourn for him, as one mourneth | 
for his only Son, and ſhall be in Bit. 
terneſs for him, as one that is in Bit. 
terneſs for his Firſt . 
I. LgT us look - unto him that was 


7 as to the Dignity of his Per ſon. 


TA our Saviour was Very God, as 
well as Very Man, has been the Catholick 
Doctrine of all Ages: And the Union of 
both Natures in one Perſon was highly ne- 
ceſſary for the Efficacy and Meritoriouſ- 
neſs of his Sufferings. For as the Godbead 
is in itſelf wholly :mpaſible, ſo the Con- 
junction of the Manhood. was requiſite to 
complete this Scene of Miſery. For 
though Chriſt ſuffer'd only in his Man. 
4 yet the Godbead —— united to it in 
the Time of ſuffering, the Act became 
meritorious by the Dignity of the Divine 
Perſon who ſuffer d. 

As Hereſies, in Proceſs of Time, aroſe 
in the Church; ſo the Divinity of our 
Lord was call'd in queſtion, and the Im- 
poſſibility of a /ifering God might be 
largely inſiſted on, But that a Divine 


_ Perſon ſhould ſuffer in his Humanity, is 


F Inconſiſtency ; 8 that the Value of 
Fi | his 


The Paſſion of our Saviour. 
his Sufferings ſhould 


and Happineſs of all true Believers. 
In this Point, the Old and New Te/ta- 


ment agree, that the Perſon ſuffering was. 


God as well as Man. In that Part of the 
Text, which is choſen now to be inſiſted 
upon, we find him pierced and crucified 
as Man; but in the Words which imme- 
diately precede, we find the ſame Perſon, 


231 


d be rated from the $ AN. 
XIV. 
Divinity of his Perſon, is the Comfort 


(who was thus pierced and crucified) pour- Zech, xi 


ing upon the Houſe of David, . e. be 
Inhabitants of Feruſalem, the Spire of 
Grace and of Supplication. 


Now, it is agreed upon by all Writers 


and Parties, that In/þiration and Grace are 


the ſole Gift of God, and cannot be con- 


ferr'd or diſpos'd of by any Mortal: And 


therefore, he that promis d the Effiſon of 
his Spirit upon his Church, and did af 
terwards miraculouſly compleat it at the 
Day of Pentecoſt, could be none other 
than.God: And it is as plain and conclu- 
five on the other fide, that he was really 
Man, becauſe they were to look upon him 
whom they bad pierced, "Their Eyes were 


to behold that a Pirit had * arid Luke 


* 
* 


xxiv. 30. 
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Sx AM. Bones, as they ſaw bim buwe; and their 
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XIV. Obſtinacy to be ſatisfied by viewing the 
Rin” Print of the Nails in his wounded Hands, 


25. 


vos the Jewiſh Religion was introductory to 


and thruſting their Fingers into his bleed- 
ing Side. And this brings me, 
II. To conſider the Exguiſiteneſs of the 
Pain, which the Saviour of the World 
underwent in the inn, of ys 
kind. 
Trar the Meſſiah of the World was 


to be. a ſuffering, as well as a triumphant. 3 
Prince, is confirm'd by the whole Strain 


and Tenor of the Old Teſtament, The 
Example of the. Patriarchs, the Lan- 
guage of the Prophets, the Government 
of the Fews, and the Inſtitution of Sa- 
crifices, do all bear Witneſs to this im- 


portant Doctrine, and centre in the Truth 
of it. Abel and Jſaac were the firſt Re- 


preſentatives of this great Oblation. The 
Bondage in Egypt was a faint Emblem of 
the Slavery of Sin, and the Deliverance 
from Pharoab a Forerunner of the Spiri- 
tual Redemption and 8 aluation of Man. 


kind. 


Bur above all, the wks Scheme of 


the 
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the Chriftian ; and all the legal) Sacrifice & x RN. 
were but Hyper and Figures of the'\great XIV. 
and meritorious Sacrifice of our Saviour's GORE 
Death. He was the Lamb without Spot or 
Blemiſh, flain from the' Foundation of the 
World ; the Ranſom, the Propitiation, the 
Atonement, the 'Sin and Peace- offering, the 
| wht Sacrificed for us. WK 

Tuts is he, whom we are now to hok 
en as one whom our Sins have pierced 
And if we would ok upon bim with the 
Eye of Faith, and to the ſerious Purpoſes 
of a Religious Life, we muſt carry our 
Contemplations from Gethſemane to Cal. 
vary, and attend him through thoſe ſeve . 
ral Scenes, which were antecedent and TE 
preparatory to his Diſſolution, as well as 
the finiſhing Act on the Croſs, and the 
cruel and barbarous manner of hi $ giving 
up the Ghoſt. Y 

In the Night, wheat he, was to be be 
tray d, he retir'd into a Garden, and de- 
clar'd to three choſen Witneſſes of his 


Paſſion, That be begun to be forrowful and Mate. 
very heavy. As the Clouds thickned andèꝰ me 
the fatal Hour drew on, he made 4 far. ö 


ther Declaration of the Increaſeof his An- 
guiſh, 


F 
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Sz KM. guiſh, in that bis Saul was exceeding for. WW 
* rowful, even unto Death, His Grief grew IM 
d: 28. more quick and pungent, ſurrounding the 
whole Soul, and reaching to the moſt ſe- 
cret Corners of the Heart; forcing a Pa.. 
ſage through all the Pores of an agonizing 
Body, and diſcharging its Fury in great 
Drops of Blood. In the Height of this 
_ Diſtreſs and Perplexity. he fell upon his | 
| Face, and in the humble Poſture of a 
Supplicant, and with the ſtrongeſt Impor- IM 
tunity and Tears, thrice pour'd out tha 
ſame Words, notifying by the Repetition 
and Ardor of his Prayer, (for St. Luke al- 
| Lukexxi. firms, that being in an Agony be prayed 
more earneſt) that if Poſſible that Cup 
might paſs from bim: If it comported 
with the Striftneſs and Immutability of 
God's Decrees, and the Ends of his Wiſ- 
dom and Juſtice to ſave Mankind by any 
other Methods, the Condition of his hu- 
man Nature prompted him to deſire an 
Excuſe from that bitter Potion, which he 
was now going to drink. Nevertheleſs, 
V. Ax. (ſays he) nat as I will, but as thou will. 
8 my Father, if this Cup may not paſt 
away from me, except I drink it, thy Will 
My: * TORY” be 


* 


e 


oo 


Father for the Redemption of Mankind. 
has puzzled /ome of our Commentators 
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be done. In the midſt of his e 
was full of Reſignation, and preferr'd the LIV. 
Will of his Father, and the Redemption IV 


of Mankind, to any Relaxation of bodily _ 
Pain, any Abatement of Spiritual Anguiſh. 
In the Prog reſs of this unparallel'd Paſ- 


ſion, we find the Lord of Life and Glory 


paſſing through ſeveral intermediate Scenes 
of Contempt and Ignominy, of Inſult 


and Dereliction, of Subornation and Per- 
jury, of Spitting upon and Reviling, of a 


barbarous Arraignment and an unjuſt Con- 
demnation, till at length extended on the 
accurſed Tree, he breathes out into this 
doleful Exclamation, My God, my God, nary 
why haſt thou forſaken me? 
. Tris Exceſs of Sorrow in an innocent 
P who had a Body prepar d bim to 
ſuffer in, and who had articled with his 


and Divines, and been accounted for by 


others, from a Conjunction of theſe three 
following Cauſes.. 


V., Tur Load of human Guilt, 

2dy, Taz Fury of God's Wrath. 

34%, Tux Quieſcence of the Deity at at 
the Time of our Ins ſuffering. 


* | 


* * * 9 
3 
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| i SEK. If; TRE Exquiſiteneſs of our Saviour's 

i XIV. Sufferings will appear from that Load of 
una Guilt, which was laid upon his 

= soul. For it was not a ngle Crime which 

he ſuffer d for, but all the original and ac. 

1 tual, all the repeated and aggravated Sing 
| of the Song of Adam.  Tgnorances and 

[| Preſumptions added to the Number, Fol- 
1 lies and Perverſeneſſes enhans'd the Sor. 
Ws row. What was already «perpetrated, 3s 
bil well as what was hereafter to be committed, 
1 Was laid upon his Shoulders, and muſt ex- 

6 pect a full Atonement and Expiation from 

| i his Blood. He was the meritorious Sacri- 

1 ioc ſubſtituted for Offenders, upon whom 
4 all the Guilt of their Offences was de- 
voly'd, and by whom all the Bitterneſs of 

. 5 their Puniſhment Was ſuffer'd. - Upon 

; i which Account, he is ; ſaid"to be made Sin 

Ut for us; to have given himſelf for us; to 

|} have once ſuffered for our Sins, the juſt for 


the unjuſt, and to have offered himſelf as a 
Ranſom and Propitiation, that he might 
redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify to 
himſelf a. N Hen ene of Sou 
D 
Lam. i. 12. » Gonfider, therefore} ally ye le 740 50 
Behold ye Spectators and wonder: Tell me, 
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ye diſconſolate and) heavy-laden, ts: there A 
a Sorrow: like unto the Sorrou of Chriſt, XI ä 
in the Day that Go laid upon bim the In- 88 
quities ꝙ us all. Ve Nh gwan under | 
the Tortures of a wounded Spirit, and are 
toſſed with Ty empeſt, and not comfanted, mx 
perceive. how grievous. the Remembrance 
of your own Sins muſt he, and: feet how, 
intolerable the Burden of them is. But if 
eagle Crimes are attended with ſuch Ago- 
nies, . what Aggravati ns muſt numberleſs 
and infinite produce? How. inſupportable 
muſt the Guilt of \the whole World, ap- 
pear, to be? How. ſhocking the Profpe& 
of future Indignities and __ 12 5 
ion ? | | 
" SIN and Deach n their 
new Artillery againſt, the Beſieged, and 
play d all. their auxiliary Forces, as an ad- 
ditiohal Weight upon” Sorrow. The re- 
moteſt Caules * were enliven' d, and t de 
moſt diſtant Events brought upon, the 
Stage. , The lateſt Poſterity appear d ar 
ed With Rancour, and the Sons juſtifed 
the : Villainy of their F athers. Alex "we 
are all of us Confederates and Accompli 
: ces: Actors in the e or Vindica- 


e. togt] ; tors 8 


KD: EE. d rt 5 


239 The Paſſon of our Saviour. 
Sx RM. tors of the Treaſon. Our Sins ſtill ſharpen 
XIV. the Nails of the Crofs, thruft the Speas 
e deeper into our Redeemer's Side, and draw 

Blood and Water from his enraged Wounds, 

Our Luſts are the Thorns which wound 

Kis Temples; our revengeful Paſſions, the 

Gall and Vinegar which diſguſt his Palate; I 

our Ingratitude ftill ſpits in his Face; our 

Malice conſpires with Herod and Pilate; 

our Apoſtaſy wags her Head at bim on the 

Croſs, and our Infidelity cries louder and 
louder,” Crucify him, crucify bim. 

 \"2dh, Tux Wrath of God was a farther 

ä — 2 of the dre ak our Loh 


Nor that God could 8 any 
Diſpleaſure againſt a righteous and inno- 
cent Perſon, as ſuch, or point his Indig- 
nation at his darling and beloved Son, up- 
on his own Account : But the Foundation 
of the Divine Wrath was the Sins which 
the Son had voluntarily ſubſtituted him- 
ſelf to ſuffer for, and to give ſuch a ful 
and adequate Satisfaction, as might releaſe 
the Guitty from any perſonal AA 
to r 1 | 


8 = 0 Aw rene e. 


MN 


T8. . EEE 


S 


FFP 


_ UpoN 


The Paſſion of our Saviour 238 

_ Uyon' this Stipulation with-the Father, Sz nN. 
chis Commutatien of Puniſhment, and XIV. 
transferring the Guilt . the Criminal to „ 
the Innocent, we are to conclude infinite 
Juſtice demanding an 4 for the 
offences of Mankind, and our Redeemer 
offering an Expiation of a Worth and Va- 
lue every way commenſurate to the De- 
merit of Sin. He was not only deſpiſed and 16. li. 
rejected of Men, but | ſmitten of Gad, and ® * | 
offtieted : bearing our Griefs, and carrying 
our Sorrows ;' wounded for our Tramſgreſi- 
ons, and bruiſed for our Iniquities. All we 
like Sheep have gone aſtray, and the Lord 
hath laid on him tbe Iniguity of us all. The 
Floods wwere riſen, O God; the Floods were Pfal. xciii. 
riſen, and the Waves: Vengeance lift up ” © 
their Vaice. The Plawers plowed upon his 
Back, and made long Furrows : Thy Wrath 
lay hard upon him, r thou _ ver * 
vitb all thy Storms. 


B Spectators of the Tragedy; 9 i. 
that paſs by: Behold and ſee, if there be any 
Sorrow like unto my Sorrow,” wherewith the © 
Lord hath afffieted me, 1 the- FO WY . 


11 Anger. 
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240 De Paſſion of our Saviour. 
sax. 34% Fon de greater Eabancement e I , 
XIV. our Redeemer's Sufferings, ſome —5 ſup- = 
* pos dia Mieſcence of the Deity, When he v 
utter'd that mournful Complaint, My God, th 
my God, "why haſt thou forſaken me? For 4 


if the Divinity lay, as it were, dormant 

in the Paſſion, and the Humanity was left 

to ſtruggle with theſe Agonies by itſelf, 

mer: there might be a good Reaſon alledg'd for 
Lake xxii. What. St. Lule hath related, hat there ap- 
43. peured an Angel unto bim from Heaven 
Atrengtiming him. And if to this we ſhould 

add, that the Devil . at this melancholy 

„% Time might collect all his Force, in or- 

«der to fill the Mind of the Sufferer with 
the moſt diſmal terrifying Scenes of 
_—_” and, if poſſible,” of Deſpair,” 
according to that Aſſertion of our Lord 
himſelf to his Crucifiers, This is your Hour, 


ERESEDS2 SANS 


A 


and the Power of "Darkneſs : If upon thek the 
two Suppoſitions, I ſay, which upon the Ble 


foremention d Texts of Scripture have 1 

6 plauſible Appearance of Truth, we can 

believe the Human Nature left. to. itſelf 

and all the Power and Malice of Hell let 

looſe upon it, what * and Anxiety 
muſt 


Ke: Fidder's Body of Divinity, Pal. J. p. 403. 


75e Hafen ef our Fadi 9 


the Prinripalities q Darm? —?—: 
. Ta v8, my Brethren, I have givem ſome 


Meſſiah, both from the 


Teftament;, and the Hiſtory of the Ney; 
aud have endeavobr'd to ſet forth the In- 


ne of his Prin in his lat Minutes, from 


che great Load of human Guilt, from the 
Fury of. God's Wrath, from the Ingrati- 


uade of fipful Men, from the Efforts of 
me Devil, and the Qyięſcence of the Deity 
in che time of ſuffering: And it were 


did not the Time call for a more lively 
and comfortable Repreſentation of it, in 
the Bleſſed Sacrament of the Body and 
Blood of our Crucified Redeemer. 


Inferences, as may be ſuitable to this an- 
| nual Solemnity, proper for the Mortifica- 
tion of Sin, and inſtrumental to ee 
erciſe of Patience and an. 


ſhort Account of the Sufferings of the 
. and the Pro- | 
pbets; from the Predictions of the O 


eaſy to enlarge upon this copious Subject, 


| War I ſhall farther hint fo you at 
preſent,” ſhall, be convey'd in ſuch brief 


[Sor Mi. R rag Puten 


muſt? ariſe ? What terrible Conflicts for 8 RN. 
reſcuing of captive Scult) and finiſhing the XIVZ 
Victories over the Pœmersc of Death, and . | 
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SzEM. 1ſt, Fro this Sufferings/ of our Savi. 
8 2 — - our, we may fee God's Hatred and Aver. 

Jon of Sin, wbo would not come into / 

Methods of Reconciliation and Forgive. 

neſs, till Juſtice was fatisfy'd,” and Ven. 

geance appeas'd, by a full, perfect, and 

meritorious Sacrifice for the Guilt of the 

whole World. In Conſequence of this, 

we are not to cheriſh any Luſts, or in» 

dulge any Practices, which' are fo oppo. 

fite to the Purity of the Divine Nature, 6 

obnoxious to God's Diſpleaſure, fo defer. 

ving of eternal Puniſhment. For if G 

ſpared not his own Son; when he had u- 

ken upon him the Guilt of Sinners, but If 

the freſh Forfeitures and Provocations, thei 

repeated Prefumptions. and Rebellions cf 

thoſe very Sinners incenſe their Judge, and 

Heb, ii. 3. aggravate their Damnation? How ſhall my 

hg eſcape, if we neglett ſo great Saluatim 

Prov. xiv. We Fools, who make a Mock of Sin, of 

9. turn the Grace of God into Wantonneſi| 

Who commence Rebels and Apoſtates al. 5 
Fame 
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* "26h, T nx Suffering of our Saviour may 9x KM. 
direct us to the meritorious Cauſe of our XIV. 

, inaſmuch as it could not pro- W 
ceed from 2 who were all polluted in 
| our Natures, and involv'd in the Curſe of 
Guilt; but "owes its Original to a pure, | 
perfect, and unfpotted Being, who knbw- 2 Cor. v; 
ing Siu, berame Sin for us, that doe Wo 
| 5 a. Fo be mach the Righteouſneſs of God. = 
We are therefore no more Alien, and 
Strangers, Rebels and Exiles ; but Sons of 
God, and Foinr-Heirs with Chriſt ; Fl. Rom. vii. 
low-Citizens with the Saints, and Poſſeſ- 
ſors of endlefs Glory and Immortality. 
For, Thanks be to Gol our Saviour, he 
bath waſhed us in his Blood, juſtified us by 21 
his Merits, ſanctiſed us by his Grace, and 
baving once entred into the Holy Place, eb. ix. 
hath obtained eternal Redemption for us, "# 18. 
| that we who are called might receive the 
„Promise of eternal Inheritance. 
8 34h, To qualify us for theſe Bleflings, 
we are to look upon the Example of our 
«5 of i foffering Saviour, as the moſt perfect Pat- 
FT heb of Chriſtian Fortitude, whether that 
Virtue relates to the oppoſing of our ſpiri- 
tual Enemies, or a perfect Reſignation to 
R 2 the 
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The Paſſo on of. our. N 


S ERM. the Win of God, and an humble Acqui- 
644 6. 1 in the Diſpenſations of 0 


4 Tuxer Suffering of the Son. 0 


God, ſhould more, particularly reconcile 
and inure us to the bearing of AfMidtions, 
For that Part of Life which he voluntari- 


ly made Choice of for our ſake, muſt be 

the moſt. beneficial for our Exerciſe. and 
Conduct, that we may work ourſelyes in- 
to an Imitation of his holy Example, and 


copy out thoſe Virtues. which hone with 
ſuch Luſtre in Adverſity. | 


15 ſurances of Glory; 


WHETHER we conſider Afflictions 3 as 
Viſitations of God, as Trials of the Righ- 
teous, as Puniſhments of the Wicked, 20 


Quickners of Devotion, as Incentives to 


Virtue, as Inſtruments of Grace, and Al. 
we cannot dp better 
than look up to bs, who, bore ſuch Contra. 
diftion of Sinners, who in all aur Aſflidl.- 
ons has been previouſſy afflifted, who by 
ſubmitting has dignified Miſery, and Di- 
grace, and by a paſlive Example has taught 
his Followers to convert Sufferings into 
Triumphs, and to learn by Defeats to be 
more chan Conquerors. 93 | 
E 4 "Ta Ki 


mk „ mT © wut. Sea. oa: 


The Paſſm"of our Subiour. 


TAxR Advice upon this Article in the 8 NN. 
Language of the Church, Who has in- XIV. 
form d us at a time when we ſtand moſt in 
Need of Aſſiſtance, That there uud be no Vift. of 
greater Comfort to Cbriſtiun Perſons} than e Sick. 


to be made like unto Chriſt, by ſuffering pa- 
tiently Advuerſities, Troubles, and Sickneſ- 
ſes. For he himſelf went not up to Joy, but 
firſt he ſuffer'd Pain; he entred not into his 
Glory before he was utes The Croſs 
was preparative to the Crown, the prick- 
ing of Thorns to the Ecſtaſies of Bliſs, the 
Spitting of the Soldiers to the Halleluiabs 
of Angels, and the Inſults of the Rabble 
to the Applauſes of God. So truly our 
Way to eternal Foy is to ſuffer here with 


\ Chriſty and our Door to enter into eternal 


Life, is gladly to die with Chriſt, that we 
may riſe again from Death, and dwell with 
bim in e Tait. Amen. 


N ow to him that fitteth upon the Throne, 
in the Unity of the Holy Spirit, God 
bleſſed for evermore, and fo the 
Lamb flain from the Foundation of the 

World, who hath loved us, and waſh- 
ed us from our Sins in his own Blood, 
: RN 2... and 


Father, be aſcribed 


4 


's 


made us Kings and Pricfs 


unto God and 
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conclude them with the Agonies of dur 
Lord, this Morning; in hopes, that by a 
ſhort Survey of what the generdus Saviour 
of the World acted and ſuffer d for the. Apo- 
kate Sons of Men, we may be brought to 
a Senſe of our ere — nn a 


"R's $16 * 


Subject of Sz RM, 
our Meditations upon the Entrance XV. 


of Paſſiai-Week, ſo I muſt beg Leave! to WY | 


248 The Paſſion of our Saviour. 
SRM. I it nothing to you all ye that paſs y? 
XV. Behold ye Spectators und wunder Can thigh + 
iter Solemnity return without my — 5 
tion or Sympathy in Hearts? Can 5 
the barbarous Acts of PO Nasen b bel 
repeated, and thoſe Perſbnal Sins Mill re-] 
tain'd, which crucify the Lord g 1 of Life a and 
Glory afreſh, and fill put * to an open ba 
Shame f 1 TIK 05 th 
Look, look upon him whom ze NE pier. th 
ced > "Mourn, mourn” for bim, as one muri: th 
eth for bis only Son e in Bitter nei 
Kum, one that it i in . or. hit n 
e RR 105 * ON 
TI 18 Duty of conteinþlating our 8. ni 
ViouP'in his'laR Agonies)" may not imipro- I © 
perly direct our: Thoughts, and entertan I # 
our Meditations upon theſe five Things, 


24A 7 2 1o BoPo2the nnn Perſon faf- 
Katy 8 ſering. 404. enolaiboI 16 & 1 


wy of U. T0 the Exquiſiteneſs of his Pain in 
fiſſefinge iet a Kai nod) bulb 
„ III. Tn E great Patience and Submiſ- 
ion of the Sufferet«; |. Vn mod 
IVM. Tur Love of God the Father 5. 
0 and the Son, in, tranſacting this bit © 
:07 <ter Part of aur Redemption iN L 
V. Tux Condolance and * 0 
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19 KY ene Sofas which we are e 


9 
4 


. 


with our Redeemer in lis Agonies: XV. 


mournerb for” his only Son, and Hall 

be in Bitterneſs fon him, as one that 
1s in Bitterneſs. for his Firft-born. = 
. THE t former of theſe Particulars 
have been the Subject of a Diſcourſe, upon 
the Entrance of Paſſm- Mee: And the 
three laſt would "hs for you, den 
this Morning. 
III. IAM to 3 Bates Cen 
and Submiſſion of the Divine Sufferer 90 
on this Day. 
r $2- As our 9 was 4 Jes. 
pro- ſcrib'd 4 Man of Sorrow, and acquainted Il. li. 3. 
ertain I irh Grief; ſo every Scene of his Life, 
gs. I from the Manger to the Croſi, united in 

ſuf. the Completion of this Prophecy. The 
Tragedy indeed was concluded on the 
in h Croſs; but every Circumſtance of his pre- 
N cedent Life was imbitter'd, every Scene of 
mii. Action interlarded with Miſery. - His Pa- 
„etage was thought to be mean, his Em- 
ather I Pleyment laborious, and his native Country 
; bit ¶ contemptible, Every thing ſuitable to the 
at Deep of his Nature and Perſon was 
athisY wanting, 
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Ss n M. wanting, and all the Enſigns of Majety- 


XV. 


© lofiily deſerib'd by the Prophets, © am- 


e tlie by his Countryman, were 


deficient in him, who wes deſpiſed and re- 


Jefted of Men, wwho was firicken and af- 


Mott vii. fis by God. The Foxes of the Earth 


had Holes, and the Fowls of the Air en- 
joy'd their Nefts, but the ſupreme Lord 
and Proprietor of the Univerſe, the moſt | 


_ High God, Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, 


bad not ſo much as a Place to reſt his Head 


Johni.rr. on. He came to bis own, ad bie e ol 


cerved bim not 


Receive him indeed they ad into a Bras 
bie, lodge him in a Manger, and entertain 
| him with Brutes : And St. Luke gives a 
remarkable Reaſon for this Uſage, becauſe 
there was no room for him in the Im. The 
better Accommodations were reſerv d for 
more honourable and beneficial Gueſts, 
but the Man of Sorrow muſt be thruſt into 
the Habitation of Beaſts, and lay wr 
his Crown with irrational Beings — -/ 
Tux Entertainment through the whats 
Progres of his Life was ſuitable to this. 
Beginning, always attended with a Poverty 
Kel RE RE. # Diſgrace of his 9 4 
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| fn, a Ridicule, of his Miracles, and a 8 
of his Doffrine. IE not this XV. 


the Carpenter's Som, uns the Complinem | 


to the Mah of Davie t Whence bath 
Rebuke of the "Rubbins and Doffors | 
Have any of the Phariſees believed on him, 
was a ſufficient Confutation of all his Wi- 
dom I The Terror of an Excommunica- 
tien awd the rich, who loved the Praiſe J xi. 
of Men more than the Praiſe of Gode 2 


And this People who. bnoweth not the Law Jobs vi. | 


is curſed, was a Damp to the Tepee“ 
we heard him zudy! . 1 

Ix ſhort, ſuch was the Obſtinacy: and 
Perverſcnefs, ſuch the Malice and Dim 
genuity of the leading Part of the ci” 
Nation, that the moſt innocent Actions of 
our Saviour were cenſur'd and ridicul'd, 
and the moſt obvious Truths miſ-eonſtrued. 
aud pi The working of Miracles 
miſt be the Anifice of Beelzebub, and the 
Proof of his Divinity a blaſpheming f 
God: The Freedom of Converſation wass 
reproach'd for Lightneſs and Vanity, and 
che eating with Publicans and Sinners, 
n nn. 


To 


« 
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SRM. To conchide the Tragedy Wen Led 
XV. of Life and Glory mult be brought tothe 


VS painki and) ignominiops. Ct, walt ie J 


forced to tread the M ine-preſi by, e 
| dh to taſte the ,comfortleſs.,Prazybt of 
Niucgar and Gall. Ahe Ne/imuſt enter 
into his Handi, and the Spear into, his 
Side. Dat Face, wbich) was farrer. than 
_ the-Children M. ien, and fall g Gnaces 

dis H¹ννẽ, bee G both ved and reſidaa, inn it, | 
miuſt be beſmeat d. and prophan d witii the 
1 of the Holdiers . That Mouth muſt 

= be Happed, which uttered nothing but 
Peace and Blgſing; and thoſe Eat 
vhich were accuſtomed to Haſamubn ind 
Adorations, muſt bear the ,unmannerly 
Taunts, and maso Urhriäing⸗ ofthe 
Nallet Now oil Stk 
("SYBR, ve ſee, was the. Treatmenti af 
our Almighty. Redeemer, when for the 
Deliverance of Mankind he humbled him- 
ſelf into human Nature, and did not ablur 
"the ly Elite of the Virgin Womb! Thug 
he came ſo his grun, and hig Town received 
him not! Uoleſs Infamy and Diſgrace be 
the proper Reception of a King, and Per- 


ſecution and Dxath the Entertainment of 
a Redeemer But, 


IV. 


1 POR foi Saviour; 433 
a IV, Now THSTANDING this hames Sm 
leſs. Togratitude, and pexyerſe Obſtinacy * 
of finful Men, the Love 0 85 God the Fu- {x 
ther and the San wete moſt eminently con- 
ſpicuous, in tranſacting this bitter Fart of 
our Redemption. Belold hat mannem f: Joh ii. 
Love, (infinite in itſelf, and miraculous in 
its Conſequences!) hath the Farben be. 
flowed upon us, that we ſhould be called. the 
Sons of God t And if Sons, then Heirs * viii. 
Heirs of Gad, and joint Heirs with Chriſti” 
The Father, contracts with the Son, and 
accepts of the Price, which the Son pays 
with his innocent Blood for our Redemp-.,,. + 
tion. Here the Acceptance of the Father 


9 | 


* 8 at % 


was purely voluntary, as the Oblation:of 
the Son was highly meritorious. Infinite 
Juſtice could not be ſatisfied without a 
Compenſation adequate to the Crime; 
and no Sacrifice could expiate for the Of- 
fence, but what was infinite and merito- 
rious as the Object offended. | 
\Cur1ST having articled. 5 e 
with the Father, gave his Life in Ex- 
change for. ours, the fuſt ſuffered for the 
Ungult,, the Fudge for the Criminal, the 
Monarch for the Rebel; that he might re- 
UN deem 
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Sun, deem us from all Iniquity, and furify to 


XV. 
AY 
Tie. ii. * 


dn ey n 
Offering, the Expiation would have been 


2 a P alous 
. 


WITAoUr a Sacrifice thus offer d by 
ed to make the 


imperfe&, 
ous to Puniſhment : Neither could the 
Sacrifice itſelf have been compleat and ef- 
fefual, without the Acceptance of the 


and the Criminal ſtill obnoxi- 


Perſon offended, and the great Grace and 


Mn, 


Favour of God in admitting the Were 
of the Penalty upon another. I i the 
Part perſonal Puniſhment of the Offender which 
Sin gives God a Right to, and which the 
Obligation of bis alben "Laws exatts. 


Man who in his own Perſon was the Of- 


fender, did by that Offence ftand oblig'd 
a perſonal Penalty, and the Crime 


could not be transferred without the Con- 
ſent of the Perſon injur'd ; nor the Equi- 


valent accepted, without his Grace and 


| Favour, againſt whom the Crime was. 


committed, 
Since Man therefor ecvas the original 
Tranſgrefſor, and diſabled by the total 


Corruption of his Nature to extricate him 


The Paſſion of eur Savionr. 


_ felf from his Crimes: Sas nr h. or. 


ftice muft have a compleat Sativfattion, XV: 


of the injur'd Party; what 
manner of Love hath the Father beſtow'd 
upon us, that by the Acceptance of ano- 
ther's Merits we ſhould be reſtor d to our 
loft Privileges, and re-inſtated in the Di- 
vine Favours? What a ſurpriſing Con- 

defcenfion of the Son, that he bas volarns | 
tarily laid down his Life for our Iniqui» 
ties, and by the one Oblation of himfelf 


ind 2s" Nn enn bd commandos We 


Favours. transferr'd, without the Conſent 
and Acceptance 


once offer'd on the Croſs, hath made a full, 


 perfeft, and fuſſicient Sacrifice, Oblation 


3 the Sim een 
World. | 


Bleſſed, bene, * obo u ond Fa fun.; 3. 
ther of our Lord Feſtus Cbrift, who barb g. .. 


bleſſed us with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in 
Chriſt : According as be hath choſen us in 
him, and predeſtinated us to the Adoption 
of Children by Jeſus Chriſ to himſelf, ab- 
cording to the good Pleaſure of his Will, to 
the Pratſe of the Glory of his Grace, where- 
in he hath made us accepted in the Beloved: 


ln whom we hove Redemption through bis 
Blood, 


256 The Paſſon F our Saviour. 
Sz 2M. Blood: tbe Furgiuengſt of. Sine, according 
NY. to the Riche of bis Grace 3 herein be hath 

'Y abonnded towards us. in all Wiſdom and 
Prudence, having made known unto us the 
Myſtery: of his Will, according to bis good 


| 

. e be . purpyſed . 5 6 
2 eig u 0 
2 Pur this tons of the Father's TAY 8 
and the endleſs. Advantages of the Son's c 
Paſſion; from the Reflection upon our 0 
own Unworthineſs, and the bitter Agonies t 
of our cruciien' pg CBI Fg in a 
the N 
Vih and laſt place, B led de in 

- Chriſtian Obſervation of this Day, by a L. 
Condolance and ſympathizing Sorrow with al 
our Redeemer in his laſt Agonies : They ca 

- ſhall mourn for him, as one mourneth for an 
his only Son; and ſhall be in Bitterneſs for ce 
him, as one that is in Biiterneſ for nd on 
Firſt-born, Ol 
SHOULD any Man be cold and "Hi on 

jeſs at this time, let him look to the Sun Ed 
as hiding bis Face in Horror and Compaſ- tat 
fion ; let him hearken to the Rocks, as |} bbe 
burſting for Grief and Indignation. The De 
Veil 7 the N was rent in twain, the ag 


— — - 1 — 
— Io vn ors ren 
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Earth quated, the Mountains were Hut, 8ER Me 5 
the Graves were opened, and many Bodies XV. 


of Saints which ſlept, aroſe. 


Aup thall theſe ſtartling and mirieu- 


lous Events ſurround us; and ſhall: we, 
that are the moſt comperiy'd | in the Trage 
dy, be ſuch thoughleſs and unconcern'd 
Spectators of it? Shall the whole Courſo 
of lifeleſs Nature be under Horror and 
Conſternation, and rational Creatures be 
the only Beings incapable of Impreſſions, 
and devoid of Reſentments? Look, O 
Man, to the Heavens, and ſee them clad 
in Mourning at the Expiration of their 
Lord. Bend your Eyes to the Earth, and 
aſk your obdurate Hearts, Whether they 
can be more ſenſeleſs and ſupine, than dull 
and unthinking Matter? Is Man an Ex- 
ception from the Creation; and can the 
only oblig'd Being remain unmov'd at the 
Obligation? Ask your harden'd Conſcien- 
ces, Whether they be more ſtupid than the 
Earth? more unmoveable than the Moun- 
tains? Let them learn Relentment from 
the Grave, and Compaſſion from the 
Dead. Let them be touch'd with the 
Grief which their Zins have produc'd, and 
BA VOI. III. 8 adore 


r 


. ˙ ——— e p ,, 
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Sz M. adore the Innocence which ble ds for our 
XV. shame! N A Ins 

Jer. ix. 1. Ob, that My Head were „ aters, a 42 
| mine Eyes a Fountain of Te ears! The D 5. 
of my Saviour ſhould have its penitential 
Commemoration, and a Senſe of my Sins 

exhauſt the Current! 12 


mo is me, that I ſhould be acceſſory ' 
this Murder, That I ſhould crucify the 
Lord of Life. and Glory afreſh, and put 
him to open Shame ! That 1 ſhould wound 
him daily by my Sins, and bruiſe bim * 


| 1 by my Infidelity ! 


 Wretched Man that 15 am, who Gall | free 

me from this Body of Sin! Who ſhall in- 
tercede for my Soul, when the Advocate 
of Sinners hath rejected me? Whilſt my 
Sins were only againſt God, my Saviour, 
as a living Skreen, interpos'c 4 between me 
and the devouring F lame] But when my 
very Protection is burnt up, what Method 


of Eſcape can be invented? What Poſſi- 


bility of . n Damnation ſug- 
geſted? _ 

| Al As! alas! - all « our fruitleſs Tri- 
als ! after all the boaſted Aſſiſtances of 


reform d 


Reaſon, and the higheſt Improvements of the: ; 


mn 
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refortti'd Nature, we muſt turn back to $2 KM, 

Revelation, and "hook upon him whom we XV. 

have Seer Let the Tyfidel project, and 

the ee ſtorm; let the Heathen 
together, and the People ima. 

; yet the Decrees of Hea- 

den de waltorbts] and the Word of E. 

ternal Truth fandeth firm, having” this 


Seal, Thur there is none other Name dader Ae : 


Heaven, given unto Men, in whom and * \ 
through whom they can obtain Life and bai. 
vation, but only the Name of our Lord Je- 
fus d.. 
Suffer, therefore, the Word of Mir. 
ration freely, O my Brethren, and em- 
brace the Overtures for the Baie of 
your Souls. Confider at leaft in this your 
Day, the #homgs which belong to your Peace, 
before they ure hidden from your Eyes: 
Lay hold of your Redemption by Faith, 
and (qualify yourſelves for Acceptance by 
Reformation and Newnelſs of Life. | 
F it nothing to you, all ye that paſs by ! 
Is it a time to be idle Spectators, or care- 
leſs Obſervers of this deplorable Tragedy 
Is Salvation a Matter of Indifference, or 
the Blood ah the'Covenant an unholy Thing? 
S 2 Why 


260 The Paſſion of our Saviour: | 
SER M, Why ſhould ye court your Fate with Fu- 
XV. das and Pilate? Why ſhould you unite 
— with the Sanbedrim, and blaſpheme with 
the Soldiers? Why ſhould the Heather jo 
* furiouſly rage, and the People imagine. 4 
vain thing ? The Kings and Rulers of the 
Earth ſtand up; and the Fews and Jnfidels 
enter into freſh Confederacies?.-  /_ 

. Hie that quelleth in Heaven ſhall laugh 
* to ſcorn, and the Lord ſhall have them 

in Deriſon: The incens d Monarch ſhall 
ver. 9. bruiſe them with a Rod of Tron, and break 
| them in pieces like a Potter's Veſſel: .. 
| THEN lower your Sails, ye Infidels, 

and be horribly afraid, ye Traitors and A- 
poſtates. Seek the Lord whilſt be may. be 

found, and call upon him whilſt he is near. 
How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great 
Salvation? What further Sacrifice remain- 

eth for Sin, when the Blood of the Cove- 

nant is term'd an unholy Thing, and Defpute 

i offer d to the Spirit of Grace? 
Tux very Devils, we read, may be- 

lieve and tremble : The Powers of Dark- 

neſs may be ſhaken, and Furies and A- 
poſtates view the Triumphs of their Re- 
deemer, and * an deſpair under the 
triumphant 
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triumphant Proſpect. But it is du only, S ERM. 


who ſincerely profeſs the Name of Chriſt, XV. 
and believe in a crucified Meſſiah; it i 


) Now to him who waſh'd us and cleans'd 
! us by his Blood, who died for our Sins, and 
| WW roſe again for our Fuſtification ; to this In- 
k WW maculate; Lamb of God, who taketh away 
\ WW he Sins of the World, and hath nailed 
8, them to his Croſs ; be render'd and aſcrib'd 
* by all the Churches upon Earth, as well as 
be the general Aſſembly and Firſt-born in Hea- 
7 ven, all Halleluiahs and Adorations, all 
at Might, Majeſty, Praiſe and Dominion, 
n- both now and for evermore. Amen. 
The Grace of our Lord FJeſus Chriſt, 

2 and the Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of 
hb the Holy Ghoſt, be with us all evermore.. 
rk- Amer 7 | 

A- | 

1 S 3 « 


You only, who have the Gift of a faving 
Faith, and the Privileges of a Goſpel-Co- 
venant : Dou only, who are ſeal'd to Life, 
who are ranſom'd from Hell, and re- 
deem'd into a glorious and endleſs Immor- 
tality. Amen. 
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Ys, 


ro a Opening of. St. Michael's 
Church in Bash, aſter ĩt was re- 


 buile, Moy: 15, rs 0 


** 1 8 — 
ow es. — — _— = 


Al N N nn S 101 


| | 1,944 n 
Man Refbe# aer to the. Prayer of thy 
3 e 70 bis Anne E 


; RE) 2 dee 
'2 Caron. vi. 19, 20, 21, 5 
| _— . 


55 cn — ey be open upon 05 Hug 


1 Night, upon the Place whereof thau 
baſt ſaid, that thou wouldſt put thy Name 
there; to hearken unto the Prayer, which 
' thy Servant prayeth towards this Place. 
agen therefore:unto the Supplications of 
= thy Servant, and of thy People Iſrael, 

-» which they ſhall make towards this Place * 
Hear tbou from'''thy Dwelling-place, 
even from Heaven; and when thou 

"I forgroe. | rin 


2 : Solomon's 5 rnd at the. Opening of XVI. 


the * 7 22 Ti emple, and the Dedication of Wo 


S 4 "ns 


, 


Ai the Opening of 


SRM. the Service and Sacrifice of the People to . 
XVI. the Honour and Glory of their God. 
WYY Tax Building of this Temple was firſt 


projected by King David, but the Ae- 
compliſhment of the Deſign reſerv'd for 
his Son / Solamom : Fur Dauid ua @ Man 
of War, and had ſhed Blood, and there- 


fore barr'd from that Privilege which” his 


peaceful Succeſſor was ordain'd to enjoy. 
FRoM this ſingle Inſtance we may per- 


ceive, that the Mailing of Churches was 


not thought a Burden,” but an Honour: to 


their Undertakers; inaſmuch as it prov'd 
Aa Bleſſing to their Families, and an Aug- 
mentation of their Subſtance by lending to 


\ Lord, and ſecuring the eternal Happi- 


neſd of our fellow Chriſtians 


! 


David thought it A. 


verty and Naſtineſs were to be the Portion 
of the Great Lord and. Proprietor of the 


Univerſe. | SENG \ FIT Nn 


Upon the like Zeal with this ous 
Monarch, I now congrätulate your I 
AVX , EE! Love and Devotion, "the H 


\ * 
4 * 
0 * 


1 


i 1D 4, 5 RY 3 L Wa 0 ol 
55 Br 


| ce to live in 
a ceilu Houſe, whilſt the Arb remain 
unden Curtains ; as if Splendor and Mag- 
nificence became his Vicegerent, and Po- 


CCC 1 


8 Mich ael's ener d . 
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you have ſhewn to your God, che Provi- Sn K . 
ion you have made for your own Happi- XVI. 
neſs, the Encouragement you have given 


to Divine Worſhip, and the Treaſure you 


have laid up for your immortal Souls. 


'Hzxz Duft and Aſhes are proper gal 


tors to the Divine Majeſty ; here you are 
rank'd in the due Order of penitential 
| Supplicants, and have God himſelf in the 
midſt of you: God himſelf! Preſiding over 


his own Houſe, ſanctifying your Perſons, | ; 
bleſſing his Servatits, and feeding his _ 4 


ſen with the Bread of eternal Life,” 
Ol BLz88ED/are ye, who by this od 
dable Work have provided for your Tem- 


poral and Eternal Happineſs | Bleſſed are 1 Sam. ii, 
ye for the Loan ou have lent to the Lord, 


and the Proviſion you have made for the 
Honour of your God, and the perpetuat- 
ing of his Service : Bleed are ye who 
have enſur d your on Houſes by 
ing the Lord's, and perpetuated your E- 
ſtates bycgrafting Aa Proportion of them in- 


repair- 


to the Inheritance of Heaven. The Gene- 


rations' to come may rail you bleſſetl; and 


the lateſt Poſterity ſerue God in this Placo 


of n Beneficence and Piety. The 
Sr | Kingdom 


C 
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266 4 ws Opening of \ 
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hilſt your Laght ſo comfortably 

SDS ik ber upon Fans that theſe , 175 

and enjoy your geod Works, may Sfr. 
your Father which is Heaven, This Glory 
of God (permit me to ſay it wil al 
ways ſhed its 1 upon —— Teads, 
brighten your Heavenly e and di- 
ſtinguih your li in malt o 
1 and Angels. 

, deueth pur Nation, and bal Wy 17 
4 Snagegue, will be a greater Honour to 
your prime Beneſactor, chan ſtalking over 
the Heaps of Slain, and putting Chains on 
che Neaks of conquer d Nations. When 
Hãiety and Courage, meet in the lame Fer- 
ſon, and the Hero and the Saint actuate 
the General; this, this is conquering for 
the ys of Hoſts, and 1 the Tro- 
e that 3 to do; is to enjoy 
the Bounty of pur ſeveral Benefactors, 
* repay their Generoſity in the Praiſes 
and Adorations of our Maker; to be con- 
ſtant Attendants upon the Sacred Houſe of 
our God, by walking worthy of our 
hn Vocation and Inheritance, and 
W | n 


F.. Michael's Churel, &c. 


pven the righteous Aft towgrds por abe 
tonts of his Villages in ael,. 


rehearfing the righteous Add: of the Lord, 1 * 


Ho bleſſed are the Feet that are em * 


ploy d in , &ringing - good Tidings ! How 


goodly are the Arms that are lifted. up * 


this Service of the God of Heaven! A. 
weke, awake, ye Righteous gate, 4 
wake, and utter your Songs for the Return 
of the 4 into this Habiratian..of the 
Sad of Glory. Be dutiful in your Lives, 
conſtant in your Prayers, ardent in your 
Praiſes, grateful to your Benefactors, fe- 
gular in the Service of the Church; and 
proſtrate to that God, who has ſtrength- 
med your Hands in perfecting this Work 
to che Glow and Honour of his Hay 
Name. 

Tune, this. the Houſe of the Living 


Lord! The Habitation of the God Ja- F 


cob 1 Where Prayer ſhall be made ever un- 
to him, and daily ſhall he he praiſed! Oh, 

let his Ears be open to the Requeſt| of 
Johr Lips, and. his Bleſnge. wait upon 


vour Devotion. Let his Name be weve- 


renc d by your conſtant aſſembling 


toge- 
her, and hie Honqur exalted by th 


Con- 
cord 


- bf | 
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XVI. Praiſes. Let your Hearts be enlightned 
WS by the due Preaching and Enforcement of 


nd Unity of your Supplications and 


his Word, and your Souls eternally ſavd 
1 the Adrminifiration and RE TY 
Sacraments. nnd 

Have reſpect ho the Peper of thy PR 
wants,” and to their 8 * 0 21 
my Cd eee e BB 
Mat thine Eyes may. be ohen e this - 
Houſe Day and Night, upon the” Place 
hereof thou haft "ſaid, chat. thou' wouldft 
2 thy "Name there; to hearken! unto the 
Prayer, which my Servants mm towards 
"this Place. Adder ho Fes o lonq 
-  Hearken therefore unto the Supplicalions 


of thy Servants,” and of "thy People Tſpatl, 


which they ſhall make towards this Plate": 
"Hear thou from" thy Delling place; even 
from Heben; and when thou heareſt,” for 
Slide. * WN 2 1 DN N WK. ann e es 
Tuer Words confift' of many b. 
to and uſeful Branches concerning build- 
ing of Churches to the Honour of God.; 
and the piying of Divine Homage and A- 
"doration in the fame, for the Proſpetity 
of our Bodies, and the Salvation of dür 


"ls. 


I HAvE 


St. Michael's Church," &c. 269 


I HAVE deſignedly made Choice of SERM. 
chem for the Promotion of theſe religious XVI. 


Ends; and, in Conformity to our preſent * 
Meeting, ſhall. beg Leave to recommend 
them to your farther Conſideration under 
theſe Four following Heads: 
I. Tux Duty of public Worſhip, as 
+100 recommended to us in Places particu- 
larly dedicated to God's more imme- 
diate Service: Have Reſpect to the 
Prayers of thy Servants,, and to their | 
Su pplications which they fall. make | 
' towards this Place. i 
| I I. Taz Advantages ariſing to Ke 
entious and ſincere Worſhippers from 
the Diſcharge of this Duty. 
III. THe Continuance of this. Bleſſing 
upon the lively Faith, regular Obe- 
dience, and conſtant Supplication of 
the Congregation: That tbine Eyes 
may be open upon this Houſe Day and 
| Night, upon the Place whereof thou 
haſt jaid, that thou wouldſt put thy 
Muame there. b 
| Iv. A particular Application to God, 
to be always preſent with us in the 
Attendance upon our Duty, and the 
Oblation 
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8 5 
. 


9 YN — ft 
4 4 


At tht Opening of 

Oblation of out Prayers: Healun tor- 

1 tht Suppliburion of thy People If: 
racl, which thiy ſhall make towards 
this Plite* Hear thou from thy 
Dieling. plate, even from Heaven; 
and when thou beareft, a 
I, Tur Duty of public Worſhip is 
here recommended to ns, in Places parti- 
cularly dedicated to God's more immedi. 
ate Service: Have reſpect to the Prayers 
of thy Servants, and to their Sun babies 


vbbicbh they ſhall make towards this Place. 


between the proper Paſtor and his Flock. 
The itching Ears of the Schiſmatic, and 
the wandering Heart of the Noveliſt, are 


As the due Performance of Prayer and 


Thankſgiving is the great End of erecting 
Churches, and dividing the Worſhippers | 


into diſtin& Pariſhes; fo the Order and 
Decency of holy Weorlhip i is preſery'd by 


ſuch a Regulation, and all Idleneſs and 


Wandering are preverited, and a religious 
Harmony and Correſpondence 'is kept up 


both of them confin'd and regulated; 
Schiſm and Diviſion are redreſs'd and mor- 
tified, and the Unity of the Spirit ſtrictly 
guarded and A nai in the Bond of Peace. 
The 


G Michilel's Cburth, ce. = 45 

he ple are inſtrücted in tlleir Buty, 8 E RI. 

and the 1 ink is admonith'd 6 His Cate: XVI. 
Supplicat tion, Interceſſion, Thankſgiving and 


Prayer, are conſtantly y offer'd up fot All 
Perſons, and under all Neceffiles; art Ahe 


Bread of Life duly exhibited to fo 1 


| labour and are 2 laden, and ſeek för 


the, Eaſe and i Refeelhmeit of their Souls. 


e 


Tus are the great Chriſtian Em- 


ployments ; the devout Exerciſes of this 
ſacred Place; 3 the Duties 1 upon Earth, and 
the Qualifications: for Heaven! Thee are 
what we are call'd upon to partake of i in 
this Manfion-Houſe of God, and what 


ve have the Promiſes of our heavenly Fa- 


ther graciouſly to accept, and bountifulh 
to reward. Here you will meet wil 
your Fellow-labourers in the Works of 
Love and Deyotion : Here. you will join 
the Arms of Prayers and Praiſes. to take 
Heuuen by an holy and inoffenſive Violence. 
The Miniſters of God pathetical ly invite 
and wait to receive you into their Society, 


ard tlie Voice of the Prophets (Which are 
read in your Synagogues every Lord's 


Day) cry aloud and ſpare not, and the noble 


Army of Martyrs go before you in all the 
Acts of Worſhip and Communion, 


| 
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- at 6-4 Ge "Ip 
Tun Game prophetic Offices, are. AN 


XVI. r exercis d by the Chriſtian Prieſt- 
e hood, and the ſame Privileges which your 
Fathers enjoy d are now. offer d to your 
Acceptance, whilſt we. call upon all that 
wander to return into the Gates of Truth 

and PR and to refreſh themſelves with 

the Entertainment of this Houſe of God 
25 v. 1, Ho, every one that hungreth and thirfteth | 
5 27 8 94 os Come. here to 15 


nr, 


. 45 ye 77 Mane 72 8 that which. is not 


Bread? And your. Labour for that which 


ſatisfieth not 7 Hear ken diligently unto me, 


and eat ye that which is good, and let your 


Saul delight itſelf in Parneſs. Incline your 
Ear, and come unto me: Hear, and your 


Soul ſhall live. This, this is the Place of 
- ſpiritual Conſolation and Refreſhment ; of 
Union and Communion with God and our 
Saviour: "Come here, ye Hungry, and ye 
ſhall be filled; Came here, all ye that la- 


bour, and are beavy laden; take the Chri- 


ſtian Nie upon your Necks, the Tote that 
is eaſy, and the Burden that is ligbt: Here 


Forget not the aſſembling of yourſelves | tage- 
ther, had wo" an 165 . 
and 


— 
*. 
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and practiſe according to the Exump le of dE 4 
your meek and paſſive Redeemer, * Je XVI. 
ſhall find Neſt unto your. Souls, ane I 
umphs'in-your Aﬀiictions,— e ies o 
Tux Duty and Obligation of public” 4 

Worſhip being thus reesebchn and | 

the proper Place affign'd and peclfed for 

its Performance ; T'ihall now proceed, un-. 


der the n 4 I SITT HE 715 97 2. ] THE $53! Ma | I | 


"ta Divisiox 5 15 5. Fo 
more diftiny is lay 1880 Jeu, ſore of 


Finder Worthippers, "Fm a Ea 5 54 ML TT, 
charge c Wee 
par rd for the F Gn. 10 . 
PRAYER 18 the ſanding, 19 . 
which God keeps 8 Up. an Intercouſe . 
his Church, an- "Has promis d to convey 4 
Bleſſing to bY Servants : : But public Prayer | 
is more ecarneſtly preſp d, and and has fat the 
Advantage -of private, ſhould, they _ 
into Competition one with another, a 
10 Heath #0 be feared in the . Alenth of 725 . 7. 
Saints, and to be bad in eee of all 
them that art round about him. A Day i in 
God's Courts is better than a thouſand ; The 


Beauty of . is the fo of Heaven 
Vor. HI. . and 


er 


02 29 


— 


Al. the Opening as” 2 


ted Fand erg is Ni ee * 
. one ſpeak of bis Maſter's Honaur.— Who- 


ſoever ſhall negleft the Church, or nat fre- 


Mat. xviii. quent her Service, ler him be unto thee at 


17. 


ver. 19. 


an heathen Man, am a. Publiam: Such 
a Perſon excommunicates himſelf, and 
throws his Chriſtian Privileges upon a Le- 
vel with Paganiſm and Infidelity-; and can 
expect no better Fate than the Ignorant and 
Profane at the Day of Retribution.,—7 But 
where the ſmalleſt Nr umber C3 vou, con- 
4 ſcientioul ily 


uſly con forming. and deyout N her 
titioning, [ball agree” on Earth : as touching. 


any thing that ye ſhall 'a "off: i 1 ſhall be done 
for you F my Father which. is in "Heaven, 


The Ag rexinent ſhall” be Tatified 1 in the 
Curt De! and Poſſeſſion deliver' 4. to, 
' the desbüt = faithful Suitors here upon 


ver. 20. Fafth, Where Two or Three, (css our 


* 4 


merci Lord) are gathered together in my. 
Name, there. am I in the 151 of. them. 
There ani 1! preſiding over . their Aſſem- 
blies, enlivening g their Affections, Gs actua- 
us their Tongues, - receiving their Ho- 


* 


cir Requeſts. dans” cl 


"TY 


©.O.then, pay due Attendance upon 


your Almighty Forereigh, and continue 
with 


149 


mage, guardir ng the Petitioners, and cfowne 
ing 88 | 


28 — ow SP hu OI. OY, 


* 
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N 411 Jr Our in Pri ayer and ih Supp fication Sy * 1. 
in this Place where” is Honour bee, IL XVI. 


ald his Pars ore en is his. devout Peti> Ads. rg l 14. 


| bers! 1 


Oben, be ze welle we ropul in | 
Jock Devotions: Be ye zealous to enter 
theſe his divine Cars with Hearts duly x 
qualified, with Minds devoutly humble, - 
with fü Reverènde to Rus Obj ect of 

your Wor (hip, and a "lively Faith wy Af. 

c& in che Merits f your Redeemer, © | 
A S0. thus qualified may boldly aft, 
2 5 ſhalt flitely e Spe Bum; hach feet, 
and Be ſhall find ; may "Fnoch, 454 f it ſhall 
be readily opted unto Bm. No Difficul./ 
ties ſhall obſtruct his Entrance, nor any 
Formalities retard his Peritiond: The 


Throne of Grace i is Hrs for his Addreſ- 


es.; and the Father # ſeeketh Habs fo John iv. 

a bin In port and in Nutb. 23. 
*God is repreſented by. intra Writers, 

ds anxious and follicitqus for the Salvation 

of his Creatures; and with all the Aﬀecti- 

on and Ten dernen of à Father invites you | 

into-His Houſe, and diſtinguiſhies you by | 

the Chilttevttheſs of a Reception, and the x who 

Crater of your Entertainment- All 
| T2 > n 


276 At the Opening "+ 


SER M. Diſtinction of Perſons. is laid ale; and 

XVI. not ſo much the Antiquity of your De- 

dent, and the Gaudineſs of your Dreſs, as 
the Sincerity of the Heart, and the Purity 
of the Affections, are acceptable to him 
Heb. iv. that trieth the Reins „and pierceth even to 

i2. the dividing aſunder of Soul and Spirit, and 

of the Joints and Marrow. 

All things are open to the Eyes of Jim 
with whom wwe have to do "And therefore 
let his Omniſcience awe in this Houſe of 
his Divine Preſence ; let his Worſhip be 

regulated by his own Divine Inſpection, 

and the Hearts and Souls of the Worſhip- 
pers temper d and modell d by the Infuli- 

. | 

Cons1DzR once more, my beloved 
Brethren, the Privileges which ye now 
enjoy, and the Honour and Dignity ye 
are admitted to, of meeting and conver- 
ſing with God in his own Houſe; and in 
Conſequence of this, let your Deportment 
be anſwerable to the Sacredneſs of the 
Place, and let Solomon's Advice influence 

your Actions, and regulate your Approaches 
Keder: „ to the Throne of Grace, Keep thy Foot 
8 with al Diligence, when hee go to the 


AA p 


Sg ns ys = we © 


"Ny 


8. Michael's Church, -&c. 


Houſe of God : Be ſober, be circumſpeRt ; JOY 
more ready to hear than to give the Sacri- XVI. 

fice of Fools. © Be not raſh with thy Mouth, 
nor babbling with thy Tongue; and lee 
not thine Heart be haſty to utter any thing 


_ before God. Conſider the Diſtance between 


Heaven and Earth, between Purity and 
Sin, between Majeſty and Corruption : 


Therefore let thy Words be modeſt and 


few, thy Thoughts duly compos'd, thy 
Carriage regular, thy Heart inflam'd, and 
thy Deſires ſubmitted to the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of thy heavenly Father, — 
Now from this Deportment in the 
Houſe of God; from this Decency both of 
Body and Soul in the Performance of Di- 
vine Worthip, let us be led by ee | 
mon in the} >; | 
IIId place, To conſider the G1 
oh the Divine Bleſſings in this ſacred Place 
upon the lively Faith, the regular Obedi- 
ence, and conſtant Supplication of the 


| Congregation : Have Neſpect unto the 


Prayer of thy Servant, that thine Eyes 
may be open upon this Houſe Day and Night, 
upon the Place whereof thou haſt ſaid, that 
thou: wouldſt put thy Name there, 

| 17 


: j _ 
K —_— 
ꝙ—ꝗy— ro — cr 
EDS? 4 


wes ge 


4 

=_ 4 
7 ES 

* 

1 x 


— * _ 
— 
— + e_—_— 
* 


278 A the Ohe 2 
| Sz. . Upon. this, Head, m Bethe. Iam 
3 more particularly to addreſs myſelf to you, 
that ye would not be wanting in any of 
thoſe Qualifications Which are requiſite to 
your own Happineſs, nor defective in any 
of thoſe Conditions which God has enjoin'd 
his dean in his er ſay here 
1 If, By conflant i in your — 
on Divine Worſhip, not ſuffering your 
Prayers to be only a more. ſolemn Piece of 
Idleneſs, nor tlie Service of your God to 
be only then your, Employment, when 
Buſineſs and Pleaſpre don't call you to 
other Places, nor amuſe dag BP! "_ 

trifling Diverſions. 

24h, Look upon e as thi od 
Buſineſs of your Life, and the due Per- 
formance of it the Security of all temporal 
Bleflings, and the only Proviſion for eter- 
nal Happineſs: It is the Enjoyment” of 
God upon Earth, and the Employment of 
Saints in Heaven: It is the Exerciſe and 
Refreſhment of a Militant State, and ſhall 
be the Glory and Ter of a Cage 


e. $9 


2 


ee eee ve, th 
305, Prksrvrkz and glory in ry in the 6. my 


lemn Performance of Four. national 4 


truly primitive” Religio! A Relig [AXE 
glaring Wu, Affrctation, inc clou ed With 
Moroſeneſs; not diguſting the Weak with 


che Pomp and Thestricalneſs of Rome, nor 


offending the Pure with the Neplipetict 
and Slovenlineſs of Geneva. But 855 all 


things are done decently and in Order all 


things for the Edification of tlie Flock, 
and the Glory; and Praiſe of our God 72 | 
gaviour. The Divine Word is duly 
peach d, the Sacraments rightly admini- 


ter- d, and the Laity debarr d ftem ho 


Part or-Portion of the Chriſtian Ordlitian- 
ces. 

ly Br cautious not to be cut if o or 
debart'd from the Communion of the 
Church, in whoſe Society you live; and 


in whoſe Boſom you expect to be ſaved. 
Remember ſtill that the Power of "rhe Keys 


is left with the Church, and whatloever i 1s 


Bound on Earth ſhall be Bound in H. eaven, 


and nobatſoever is Joojed on Earth ſhall 5 


loofed. in Heaven.” 


-zthhy, TAKt the Doctrine of the Church, 
* upon the Scriptures, for the Rule 


ä of 


A. this n 5 


| $22. of your Li. the Standard of your Acdi- 
XVI. ons, your Charter for Heaven, and your | 

S Aſſurance of immortal Glory. vigww © 

Fon theſe. ſhort Directions fincerely 


given, and I hope as regularly to be pra- 

Cds d, I hall haſten to the Concluſion. of 

"8 Diſcourſe, by adviſing you in the 
IVth and laſt, place, To a 


and the C blation of our Prayers:  Hearken 


unto the Supplication, of thy People Thael, £ 
which they ſhall make tawards this Place: 


Hear thou from thy Dwelling-place, even 


From: ROM and when thou beareft, be. 


give. 


THE, 1 of Public Wor ſhip you 


have. already been acquainted with, and 
; the Aſſurance of God's Preſence in his 
own Houſe i is what 1 have endeavour 'd to 

ſet before you: And now it only remains 
to excite and encourage you to loſe none of 


thoſe Opportunities of attending upon the 


Service of God, and the Salvation of your „ 


Souls, which are at preſent offer d to you, 
and ſhall by the Bleſſing of God be always 
regularly . oD. then conſider 
; the 


140 8 ** 2 


pplication to God to be aeg 
* us i the Attendance upon our Duty, 


ds. >. ws e a> 


JJ... 
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of Chriſtianity, the Dignity of your own 
Souls, and the Methods inſtituted by God wo 


for the Conveyance of Grace, and the En- 
joyment of Happineſs. | Look up to your 


281 
che End of your Creation, the Obligations 8 RM, 


XVI. 


— 


Anceſtors in Chriſt, and let all thoſe that : 


have gone before you in the Ways of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, be Examples of your 
Faith, and Motives to your Obedience. 
Put the Man after God's own Heart in the 
Front of your Devotion; and let the De- 

_ Claration of his Lips, and the Sincerity of 
his Heart, be the Rule of your Life, and 


the Standard of your Approaches to the 


Throne of Grace. A Day ſpent (ſays he) 


in thy Courts is better than a thouſand ; and 
1 had rather he 4 Door-keeper in the Houſe 


. of my God, than harangued with all the 


pular Acclamations of, Saul. has killed 


PO - 
his Thouſands, and David bis Ten thou- 


Jandl. 8 
THis Happineſs which King David ſo 
ardently wiſh'd for, is now in your Power 


to enjoy, and can never be forfeited but EI 
by your own. Negligeace and Profaneneſs! i 


Oh, don't think eligion a Matter of 


* and Indifferenoe, and this Houſe of 
Pop | God 


. . 
: _ 
BH 


—— — — — —— — T_T 
— - 
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SER NM. God to be a Structure of Vanity and 


XVI. 


At che C ora Seck |; 


tation.” Reſpect che Place itſelf as the Re- 


VS pdcnes Ind Haiti of the great God 
of Heaven and Earth, yout devout Meet- 


Dan. vi. 


10. 


Heb. xii. 
23. 


ing together to be a Converſation with 
your Saviour, and your Prayers and Alins 
the Channel and d of n 
Bleff Met ent 

er in the Cujabley; 90 
Window three ti mes a "day" in Prayer to. 
wards the Temple in Jeruſalem, directing 
his Eye to the ſacred Place where his Bo 
dy could not enter, nor His Devotion in 
due Form be preſented,” "But it is your 
Happineſs to enjoy, what bis Piety could 
only wiſh,” and eagerly pant after: And it 
is my repeated Requeſt to you, my Bre- 
thren, that you would frequent this Place 
which you have at ſuch Expence erected; 


that you would ſerve your God regularly, 


devoutly, and humbly ; and continue in 
Love and Charity, i in Prayer, and Commu- 
nion here upon Earth, till ye ſhall be 
tranſ] planted to the Spirits of i uſt 1 Men mad: 
perfect, in the Preſence of. God, and the 
general Aſembly of the Firſt- born which are 
writfen in Heaven. Amen, Amen. 
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| The «Lind ſhall cut of all Maas 


Lips, and the Tongue that ſpeak- 
eth proud Tings. 


W, he have ſaid, gp our wo 


e ave prevail, our Lips are our 
ou. : * Who is Lord over 15 vg 


fervation is ſo univerſally true, that if the 
Son of Man were to appear again upon 


Earth, he would find Truth uy Ho- 


neſty baniſh'd from the Chriſtian World, 
and Deceit and 2 uſurping che 
Place 


* 
— we | 
It 8 


TT is an \ Quad of a] bells ad ju- S RN. 
dicious Prelate of our Bhs rch, that XVII. 


Men are fuch Lovers of. Praiſe that they Sa. 7 Moron ” 
are even patient of Flattery : And this Ob- 


. 
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SERM, Place of them. The Sincerity of true 

XVII. Religion is almoſt quite aboliſh'd and ex- 

ia tirpated, and the very Principles of ſober 

Paganiſm \baniſh'd,, and ſecluded from a 

fallacious and intriguing - World. This 

Practice is univerſal, and the Contagion ſo 

deſtructive, that the Prophet Jeremy s 

Caution is ſtrictly to be obſerv'd, and Pru- 

dence and Circumſpection to guard the 

Jer. ix. 4, Property of every honeſt Man. Take 

* ye heed. every one of bis Neighbour, and 

| truſt ye not in any Brother: For every 

Brother will utterly ſupplant, and every 

Neighbour will walk with Slanders. And 

| they will deceive every one his Neighbour, 

and will not ſpeak the Truth: They have 

taught their Tongue to ſpeak Lies, and wea- 

Ver. 7, 3. Ty themſelves to commit Iniguity. Thine 

_ Habitation is in the midſt of Deceit, 

5 1 5 _ through Deceit they refuſe to know me, and. 

Peęroceed from Evil to Evil, and Ano not 
| me, faith the Lord. 

Tx E fame deceitful Practices are 28 

common in our Time, as they were in the 

A ge of the Prophets, and the fame Prin- 

ciples of Diſhoneſty and Villany now di- 

Ara Chriftendom as much as they for- 

4 merly 


Flattery cenſur d and condemn'd. 285 
merly did Judea. Our Caſe. indeed is 8ER. 
more deplorable than that of the Jews, XVII. 
becauſe our Religion is more ſtrictiy obli-- 
gatory, and lays a Reſtraint upon the 
Thoughts and Affections of the inward 
Man, without any manner of Deviation 
from the Laws of Truth and Juſtice. Ir ip v. 
may. be ſaid by them of old, an Eye for ann 
Eye, and a Tooth for a Tooth ; but I ſay 
unto you, reit not Evil, nor model your: 
Actions by the. ſanguinary Laws: of Reta- 
lation, and Revenge; but love. your Ene- 
mies, bleſs them that curſe you, do_good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them that 

=; eſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute uu. 

BuT notwithſtanding theſe peaceable 
Inſtructions of the Goſpel of Love and 
Forgiveneſs; Malice and Revenge, Ha- 
tred and Perſecution, infernal F Palhood 
and open Violence are as rife and predo- 
minant in the Chriſtian Synagogue, as ever 
they were in the Fewi/b Sanbedrim, or the 
polluted Temple of the Pagan Idvlaters. 
Religion is but a Maſk for Villany, fair 
Speeches the Varniſh of a rotten Heart, 
and long Prayers a more ſpecious ] N 


for the Pillage and Deſtruction of Widnos 
and — —_— | 


* 5 
* 
* 7 


PE. 


Nor 
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SD. Nor nix can put a Stop to theſe Over. 
XVII. flowings of Wickednefs,” but the Interpo - 
mon of Providence, and the Confufion 


of this ' formidable” Army of Blaſphe - 
mers, by the tight” ee of 0 
tence. 
Bur kt wt the wie Da gie bf vis 
Wiſdom, the Knave in his Craft, the Po- 
litician in his Subtlety, the Blaſphemet in 
his Pride, nor the mighty Man in his Vaſ- i 
fals and Attendants. For the Lord . 
cut off all flattering Lips, an nd the Tongue 
that ſpraketh proud things. © Who have ſaid 
01th our Tongues will we prevail, our Lips 
are our own : Who is Lord over us? 

As theſe Words are utter'd by King 
David in his Diſtreſs, a gainſt the reign- 
ing and malicious Para of Saul's Che. 
who flatter'd their Maſter in his envious 
and inhuman Proſecution of his Son Da- 
vid; © they will give us occaſi ion to diſ- 
courſe of the following Vices, as incident 
to high Stations, pernicious to Society, and 
hateful to God and good Men, | 

I. Tux Sin of Flattery, wich perſe- 

15 cuted Davuid, lamented as reigning 
in the Court, and exercis'd by the 
 Courtiers of King Saul. 


IT. Tux 


Flattery. cogr d ak ETD a. 


a 


ct * TRE Defeats and Judgments which S RN 
In the Courſe of Providence, generally; XVII 


..7 lighted upon Sycophants and Flat 


texers: God ſhall. cut off | the Lips and 
1 1 Tongue wache chat; wen e 
—4 5 Things. [i Hi 004311 
La Sangre Naehe of 8 

Vices, which theſe Sycophar 
. FPhatterers, in the Courſe of cheig et- 


cs ing, employ; againſt the Innecent: 
| They haut (eiu, withour Tangues will 


8 


re K GUT, gig R 
4 1" ihiſl Lard wen un pte 


1 WR are preſented 2 e Sin. 6 
Harrery, which perſecuted. "David, la- 
mented as reigning in the Court, and ex- 
ercis'd by the Cuurtiers of Ring Saul. 
Tas. Vice, propoſing either Gain or 
Honour by its Artifices, generally flies to 


the Great and Noble for the Scene of its 


Action, and the Proſecution of, its De- 
ſigns: It never ſtoops to an Inferior, but 

as an Engine of its Eride, a Step to its 
Riſe, and an Applauder of its Proceed - 
ings. . But the Great, and Noble are its de- 
lightful Prey, and. their Fortunes. and. Sta- 
tions have proved a dacrifice to thein Am- 


done bition 
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SE RM. bition and Credulity. When once Men 
XVII. indulge their ambitious Fancies, turn Sche- 
mmagtiſts and Projectors for ſome new In- 
1 ventions, and give into airy Notions and 
= - Propoſals for freſh Diſcoveries, they will 
| find ſomebody to careſs with their Novel- 
ty, and to enfnare with their fulſome In- 
ſinuations and deceitful Propoſals. 
= Tuvs does Flattery infeſt the World, 
Wil. and upen the Ruins of Truth, and the FF 
fl Sacrifice of Honour and Conſcience, makes 
a Prey both of the innocent and ambi- 
tious Part of Mankind, and builds its | 
| Conqueſt upon the heedleſs Heirs and 
proud Pegel both of Honour and For- 
a tune. SY. 
Tux Caps of this favning Fn 


= ; inſinuating Vice are very odious and de- . 
i ſtructive in our temporal Concerns, but \ 
= much more ſo in the Progreſs of our re- K 
=_— _ ligious and ſpiritual Management. The 

4 Corruption of Nature is ſo great, and the : 


Perſuaſions of Vice ſo prevalent ; that it 
requires more than common Reſolution to 
fence againſt the Temptation, and bear off 3 
Innocence triumphant and untainted. Not 7 
| . Rains of Kings, and the De- 
. vaſtation 
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vaſtation of our native Country,” have been 8 E R NM. 
the Effects of this infinuating Vice; ; but XVII. 
all Inrœads upon dur private Propiny: a VS” 
Tricks and Circumwentions of Knaves and © 
Impoſtors are reſulvable into this deteſta- 
ble Cauſe. Tis this which breaks the Ties 

of Nature, which diſſolves the Bonds of 
Amity and Friendſhip, ſerting the Daugb- 
ter- in- lav againſt tile Mother. in- lo, and 
the Mother againſi the Daughter, and mat 
ing a Man's Enemies thoſt' of bis. own 
Hoigſtolu. See an Inſtance of this in re- 
bellious Ab/alor, who by the Flattery of 
Abithaphel vent in to his Father's Concu- 
bines, and deflower I Bed as well as 
invaded his Kingdom. et bas 

Joſepb's Maift refs Was arch Inſtance "6 ' 
of this deteſtable Crime, and nothing but _ 77. 
the immaculate Chaſtity of that virtuous 
Youth could have ſecur d the Honour of 
his Maſter's Bed, and prevented the Per- 
petration of 2 8 wok ie 1 WAngon 
Villany. 
Ahab was ſo . a8 to decking”. i Kin 
publickly that he hated Micajab,  beeauſe i . 
be did not propheſy Good concerning him; but 
Euil; and therefore was unwilling to con- 
Vol. III. 9 ſult 


I YT 1 hk. A hall” 2" hed... 
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SRM. ſult him in the Exp , 
XVII. Gilead. Had the Prophet flatter dd the 

prince, he had always ſtood. fair in his 

Ver. 17. royal Graces; but to proclaim all ael 

 ſeattered as Sheep firaying upon the Maun- 

tains, and wanting 4 Sbepberd, was too 


coarſe a Compliment. for: an ambitious 


King, and confin'd the Prophet to Fetters 
and Impriſonment, aged Lakes. 


of his Monarch in Peace. 8 
Sr. John the B ei loſt boch his Li- 


berty and Life for reproving the wanton 


Embraces of Herod with his Brother: Phi- 
lips Wife : And our own Age will pro- 
duce Inſtances enough of the Arraignment 
and Proſecution of free Speakers, when 
flattering Lips are dignified and careſs d by 


a vicious and vain-glorious World. But 


Truth, my beloved Brethren, is ſtill de- 
lightful ers God of Juftice and Vpright- 
neſs, and will not fail of its juſt Reward 
in a due Place, and a proper Seaſon. And 
this brings me to the next Thing propos d 


to be treated of from the Text, ws. 
II. Taz Defeats and Judgments which 


in the Courſe of Providence generally light 
_ — and Flatterers: God fhal! 


cui 
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rut off 1 the Lips and Tongue * them that SERM. 
Deal proud Things. XVII. 
As Hlartery is a Breach of Truth. 2 


Violation of Speech, and an Impofition 
on our Neighbour, ſo it is the Bane and 
Deſtruction of human Society, and a For- ö 
feiture of that Truſt and Confidence which 
ſhould cement and dignify this lower 
World in Friendſhip and Intereſt, | 
Tus Vice is not only i injurious to Men, 
and deſtructive to Society, but muſt W 
15 highly odious to that Being, who mea- 
| ſures our Actions by the Sanctity of his 
own Nature; who has laid the ſtricteſt 
Prohibitions upon Falſity and Deceit, and 
denounc'd the ſevereſt Curſes upon Lying 
and Per fidiouſneſt The Lord is abun- pg 
dant i in Truth 'and Goodneſs, and all the xiv. 64 
Morde of his Hands are Verity as well as 
Judgment. Heaven and Earth are filld 
with his Truth as well as Majeſty ; 
and the Congregation of his Saints are 
the delightful Praftitioners of this hea- 
| venly Virtue. Lying Lips (fays Salomon) Prov. xi; 
are an Abomination to the Lord, but they 
that deal truly are his Delight ; and again, 
they that are hs froward Heart are an C. xi. 20. 
U 2 Abomi- 


N 
a 
4 
4 
d 
d 
d 
It 
1/4 
ut 


292 Hlattery cenſur d and condemm d. 
SE RM. Abomination to the Lord, but ſuch as are. 
| XVII, upright in the Way, are his Deligbr. 


niſter and falſe Actions are odious to a God 
-4 Sam. ii. of ſtrict Juſtice, and Purity. The Lord is 


C.xvi. 7. are weighed, The Lord ſeeth not as Man 
Pearance, but the Lord looketh on the Heart. 
Man is more ſubject to Fallacy by reaſon 
of the Narrowneſs of his Faculties, and 
Show and Appearance of Things: But 


God ſeeing into the firſt Conceptions and 
original Tendencies of the Heart, can ne- 


ſeolute Rectitude of his Nature, 300 the 


vacating the eternal Obligations of moral 


rected by the unerring Principles of divine 
Mc. vi. 8. Rectitude. He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, 
what 15 good, and what doth the Lord thy 

God require e Ca thee, but to 2 Juftice, to 


—_— 


Truth is eſſential to the Deity, and all ſi- 


a God of Knowledge, and by tim Actions | 


feeth; fer Man looketh on the outward Ab | 
his Inability to judge but by the outward 


ver himſelf be. deceived, nor by the ab- 


immutable Love of Truth, ſubmit to the 
Deception of any of his ee or the 


Honeſty. The Creature is to be modell d 
and govern'd by the Principles of the Cre- 
ator, and all his Actions regulated and di- 


bove 


* 
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Fellow. Creatures in all the Occurrences 


and Tranſactions of human Life, moſt 
uſefully and | beneficially demonſtrated. 4 
Take Care, 'O Man, to manage thy Body. 


with Chaſtity and Diſcretion, and to res 
gulate every Part and Member of it by 
the Direction and Governance of thy Al- 
mighty Judge. The Lips, in this Caſe, 
ate to be modell'd as well as the Heart; 
Words are oftentimes as criminal as Ac- 
tions, and the malicious Speaker as profli- 
gate a Nuſance as the prophane Actor. 
The Tongue is under legal Reſtraints as 


well as the Hands, and the ſame Law. 


which keeps the one from Picking and 


8 Stealing, confines the other from Lying 


and Slander, There is as much Venom in 
this little Member as in tlie moſt poiſonous 
Beaſts; and all her Motions are as deſtruc- 


tive to Society, as Mutiny and Rebellion | 


to the Welfare and Happineſs of the State. 


Wuox vx would yet ſee a farther Ca- | 


. of the deſtructive Vicks! of this 


U 3 poiſonous 
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| Fe, Mercy, and to wall humbly wirb thy SE NN. 
Gad. In this Juſtice, Mercy, N Hu- XVII. 


mility, thy Conduct to thy Creator is vi- FOO 


* 


* * 
4 >. 


fibly diſplay' d, and thy Uſefulneſs to th 
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SZRM. poiſonous Member, let him caſt an Eye 


XVII. into the third Chapter of St. Farkes's E- 
at piſtle, and the third and following Verſes. 
-— ui. 3: Behold, ( ſays the Apoſtle) we put Bits in 


Ver. 5. 


Ver. 6, 


Ver, 10. 


the Horſes ' Months, that they may obey us, 
and we turn about their whole Body. Be- 
bold alſo the Ships,” which thaigh: they br ſo 
great, and are driven of fierce Minds, yet 
are they turned about with a very ſmall 
Helm, hither foever the Governor liſtetb. 
Even. fo the Tongue ts à little Member, but 
boaſteth great Things. The Tongue is a 
Fire, a Warld of Triquity, it n the 
whole Body, and ſetteth on Fire the Courſe 
of Nature, and itfelf is ſet 'on"Pirg of 
Hell. For every kind of Beaſts, and of 
Birds, and of Serpents, ' and Things in the 
Sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of 
Mankind. But the Tongue can ns Man 
tame ; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly 
Poiſon. Therewith' bleſs we God, even the 
Father; and therewith Curſs' ae Men, 
which are made after the Similitude of 
God. Out .of the ſame Mouth proceed 
bleſſing and curſing. My Brethren, 1 
Things ought not fo to le. f 
pen a Perverſian of this I 


a ergſur d and n d. 


of Praiſe is an Affront to God the Giver SERM. 
of ſo excellent and uſeful a Gift, a ſcan- XVII. 
dalous Diſgrace to the Excellency” and. 
Dignity of Creation, a Fallacy upon the 
Credit of our fellow Creatures, a De- 
ſtruction of the regular Courſe of Na- 
ture, a Baniſhment of Truth and 1 
from the World, an Introduction of He 
upon Earth, and a metamorphoſing te 
4 entle Race” of Mankind e : 
ALE hace Abend Conſsqueners 
of a vicious Tongue, and are too fre- 
quently diſplay d in the Interoourſe and 
. Tranſactions of this lower World. Ob jer.i iz. 6. 
- | -Hubitation is in the nid of Deceit\, 
through Deceit they refuſe to kn me, 
ſaith the Lord. So univerſally true is the 
"Complaint of the Fſalmiſt upon this Sub. 
| ject, and ſo well grounded his Petitions : a 
gainſt Contempt, Reproath, and Obloquy. 
Per O God, from the gathering to- pt lxiv. 
Kerker of the Proward, and frun the Infur- 2 2, 3s 42 5» 
retfion of wicked Doers : Who have ber 
5 Tongue like a Sword, and Shoot n 
' their Arromr, even bitter Worth. That 


f e neh privify foot at kin chan ir pe. 
j "W 4 - fudaenly 
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SERM. ſuddenly: de tbey bit him, and fear me; 
XVI J. They encourage themſelves, i in Miſchigf. an 
commune among themſelves hom they may lay 
* | Snares, and ay, that no Man Hall fee 
them. Gel 434 0-40 3th: 2 
Bur — * theſe ſecret Con- 
| Arivinars.and. helliſh;Enterprizes, a God of 
Truth will-blaſt and diſſipate all the Un- 
dertakings of Infidels and . Apoſtates,,, and 
croſs their. derpeſt Schemes with Vexation 
N. 7s 8, and Diſappointment, God ſhall. ſuddenly 
Noot at them with a ſiuiſt Arrow, tbat 
they may be udunded. Nea, their own 
Juongues ſball make, them; to fall, inſomuch 
at ag feeth them. ſpall laugh them to 
furn. And all Men: that, ſee it ſball ſay, 
This bath Ged done, for. they ſhall berceiue 
that it is his Work., The Righteous, hall 
rejoice, in the Lord, and put "their Truſt in 
Him; and all they that ane true of. Heart 
. 48 rejoice. The Cataſtrophe of the Wick 
ed ſhall be a Triumph to the Righteous, 
- and, the Defeat of his Schemes the Stabi- 
lity and Honour. of the Church. Then s 
pt xexvil be Bae fp diſquieted, O my Saul, nor. fret” 
* .thyſetf hecauſe F the. Ungodly, neither be 
lt. ad againſt the evil-Doers.. Fer 
—_— 2 wicked 
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wicked Doers ſhall be rooted out ; and they 


that patiently abide the Lord, thoſe ſhall XVII. 
inherit the Land. Hope thou in the Lord, er x. ic. 


and keep bis Way, and he ſhall promote 
thee, that thou ſhalt poſſeſs the Land. 


When the Ungodly ſhall periſh, thou ſhalt Ver. 35. 


fee it, I myſelf have ſeen the Ungodly in 
great Proſperity, and flouriſhing like a 
green Bay- tree. I went by, and lo he was 
gone; I ſought him, but his Place could 


no where be found. 


For the Proſperity therefore of our 
own Lives, Fortunes and Intereſts ; for 
our Security in this preſent World, and 
our Happineſs in the next; for the Obli- 


gations we owe to Civil Society, and the 


religious Ties of our Chriſtian Faith ; 
let us love as Brethren, and act as Dilci- 
ples of the holy Jeſus; let us be pitiful, 
be courteous, governing our Lips as well 
as our Actions; not rendring Evil for | 


Evil, or Railing for Railing, but contrari- 


wiſe Bleſſing ; knowing that ye are there- 1 Pet. iii. 
unto called, that you * inberit a 'B eſe * 


„ing. Amen. 
Now to God the Father, Ge. 
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ORs X11, 1 


The Lak d ſhall cut off all wn 1 
_ Tips and the Tongue that _ = 
erb proud Things. 


1. ho have aid, 23 our Tongues 
* We prevail, our Lips are our 
: Wi bo is Lord over us? 


HE tuo former of theſe Particulars 82 RM. 


having been already inſiſted upon XVIII. 
| in a former Diſcourſe before this 5 


dience, 1 ſhall, this Morning, betake my- 

{elf to the latter, and fo finiſh my Thoughts 

upon this Subject. 

III. T8, here is a Specification of ſe- 
veral Vices which Syeaphants and 
Flatterers in the Courſe of their act- 


300 ns cenſur d aud condemm d 
S ERNI. , employ againſt the Righteous: 
SIS. Thy have ſdid, With our Tongues weil! 


we prevail, our = are our own ; 


* Eee ords ace age a JUG 
obſervable, and; propet at Mi time to be 
inſiſted upon: 

I THE Perſons commonly attack d by 
Flatterers, ſuch as the innocent, cre- 
dulous, and un guarded Part of Man- 
Eind. wa 1 8 W WY \ 3 TY 

*, 2d, Tu E Abuſe which Platters and 
Sycophants make of the Gifts and 
Endowments of Speech: They have 
aid, Mith our To * well we — 

1 0 

Zadhy, THE vain "Can fone in kate 
own flattering Abilities for the ef- 
fecting of their malicious gps: 
Our Lips are our own. 155 

4455, Tur arrogant Boats of lade. 

| FR upon God or, in the 

_ Perpetration of their ſevera Acts of 
Villany and Perfidiouſdeſß: | Who 16 
Lord over us 

I, Tur firſt thing obſervable ka ihe 

Ter ext, is the Perſons attack d oy . 
nn 40, 47 T9 3 ſuc 


* 
* * * + 
: — 


4 — 
8 


due cent 


Attacks and Artifices, of. a and and defignr. 
ing Men, and by their Frankneſs and Cre- 
dulity are a more eaſy Pr N to Kpaves and 
Sycophants than the ts ang. cauti- 
ous Part of our Species. * A 
As every Brother. will carl ſupplant, J er. ix. 4- 
* every Nei gbbour deal with Slanders 3. 
ſo our Eyes ſhould be turned inward, as 
well as wander abroad ʒ and Caution Ga 
cure our own Houſhold, as well as. guard. 
againſt a more open and powerful Enemy. 3 
Tu Prophet Jeremy is very express 
and importunate upon this Topic of Slan- 
der, and adviſes us to Warineſs and Cir- 
cumſpection from the general ee IH 
of Manners, and powerful Inundation of 
Vice upon the habitable World. Whey bend ve ver. 3. 4; 
their Tongues (fays. he) /ke their Bow:for*” 
Lies: but they are not valiant. for the Truth 
upon the Earth.” T berefore tale ye | heed 
every one of. hts. Net 'ghbour, and truft ye not 
in any Brother. For they will decei ve eve- 
ry. one. his Neighbour, and will not ſpeak. 
the T ruth They have taugbi their Tongue 
TN | to 


ch as the Nee e mme —— it 
— Part of Mankind. For theſe XVIII. 
Perſons lie more ppen and expo to the — 


_* 
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SER NM. to beak Lies, and weary themſehves to com- 
XVIII. i Dniquity. Thine Habitation is in the 


„i of Deceit; through Deceit they refuſe 


| | xi. 
$6. 


ver. 7. 


ver. 9. 


and deſtructive, and the Covert of Friend- - 


to know me „ ſaith the Lord. 

Ir was the Pſalnift's Complaint, That 
bis Enemies. pale againſt bim; and all their 
Wiſhes were, When ſhall be die, and his 


Name periſh? And if he cometh to ſee ne, 


(ſays he) he peaketh Vanity, and his Heart 
conceiveth Falſdoad within him; and when 
he cometh forth, be telleth it. All that 
hate me, whiſper together againſt me : A. 
gainft me do they deviſe my Hurt. Neo, 


mine own familiar Friend in whom I truft- 
ed, which did eat FP Bread, hath | lift 


up his Heel againſt me. The Nearneſs of 


the Relation, and the Greatneſs of the 
Obligation, makes this Vice more odious 


ſhip gives the peſtilent Flatterer a more fa- 
tal Paſſage to the Heart of the Innocent, 


I is not an open Enemy that hath done me 
this Diſbonour ; for then I could have born 
it. Neither was it mine Adverſary that 


did magnify himſelf againſt me ; for then 
peradventure I ſhould have bid myſelf from 


him, But it was even thou, my _ 
5 3 
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aul mine cn. familiar Friend; We tek Shu My 
furet Counſel together, and walted in the XII. 


Houſe of God as Friends, Religion was a 


. Cloak for Villany; long Prayers: devour'd 


paved the Way to the Chambers of Death 


and Deſtruction. Well therefore might 
our Saviour adviſe us to be w/e as Ser. 


fents, as well as innocent as Daves + To 


beware of Values in Sheey's Cloathing, and 
to guard our Virtue, as well as defend our 


Lives, by Circumſpection and Courage. 
It is Solomon's Obſervation, That + in Vam 1s. 


the Net fpreag in the Sight of any Bird, or 
the Fruler's Hope accompliſh'd by an 
open - Diſplay of | bis Stratagems, For 


there muſt be Artifice and Concealment 


for catching the Prey; and ſmooth Words 
and plauſible Pretences muſt enſnare the 
Innocent, and ſacrifice the Credulous and 


Unguarded. | It 1s Diſcretion muſt pre- Prov. ii. 
ſerve thee, and Underſtanding that ſpal! 3. 


keep thee : To deliver thee from the Way of 
the evil Man, from the Man. that Recketh 


reward things: Who leave the Paths of 


 Upraghtneſs, ta Ya in the W: e Y Darke 
* — ok 


"Font 


em d. 
= we [Puig this Reporſntation, my Bie 
XVIII. hren, of human Actions, and the Com- | 
gans of the Prien, againſt the dect. 
ful Inhabitants of their Times; from the 
fraudulent Dealing of à vicious World, 
and the Decay of Honeſty and plain Deal- 
ing from an intriguing and avaritious Ge- 
neration; we too fatally experience the 
Truth of the Doctrine in the Text, and 
the Expediency of inculcating the Precepts 
of the Old Teftament, ' for the greater 
ſtrengthening and illuſtrating the Dy 
of the New: << Mo 
Now both the Law and the Copa 
unite- together in the Condemnation of 
Flattery, and preſs the Doctrine of Truth 
under the ſtricteſt Penalties, and ſevereſt 
Anathemas. Let me not give flattering : 
"Titles to the Mighty, ſays Solomon; and 
though the greateſt Monarch upon Earth, 
pᷓept the moſt exact Preacher of Humility 
and Condeſcenſion. St. Paul and St. Pe- 
ter preſs this Evangelical Doctrine i in their 
ſeveral Writings and Epiſtles to the 
Churches, and condemn. all Faljty. and 
| Lying, as oppoſite to the Goſpel and li- 
ving . Doane of Eternal Truth. Put 
them 
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them in mind (ſays St. Paul) to eas en 
e no Man. Speak not evil one of another, XVIII. 


ſays St. James. Wherefore, laying. afide NY li. 1. 
(ſays St. Peter) all Malice, and all Guile, James iv. 
and Hypocrifies, and Ervyings, and evil v pet. ii 
Sealings, as neu- born Babes deine tbe 
fncere Milt 0 the rs that Je may on 
240 1 to conſider the Abuſe which | 
Flatterers and Sycophants make of the 
Gifts and Endowments. of Speech: They have 
aid, With our Tongues will we prevail. 

As Speech diſtinguiſhes Mankind from | 
the ſeveral Parts of the Creation, and was 
given by the Author of our Being for a 
Mark of Dignity and Pre-eminence, and 
to make the Occupiers of it ſerviceable in 
all the Affairs of human Life, and exem- 
plary i in the Service of the Almighty Do- 
nor; ſo the Perverſion of this F aculty is 
an Abuſe both of God and Man, and re- 
duces the Perverter of it below che Rank 
of irrational and ſenſitive Beings. The Ox 
knows his Owner, and the Aſs his Maſter's 
Crib, and by the Motions of natural In- 
ſtinct pay that Homage to the Hand that 
feeds them, which is neceſſary to the Pre- 
| ſervation. of their ſeveral Beings. . But 


Vor. III. - Man 
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SE RM. Man being endow'd. with an higher Prin. | 
XVIII. ciple of Thought and Reflection, '6f Rea. 
| LY” fon and Devotion, is enabled to uſe the | 
Sit of Speech to promote the Praiſes of 
huis Creator, and eſtabliſh the Intereſt and 
Happineſs of his Fellow- Creatures. The 
Sun knows his up-tv/ing and going down; | 
and the Moon and the Stars obſerve the 
Order of their Conſtitution : But Man be. 
ing a free Agent, is govern'd by the highe: | 
Principle of Reaſon, and directed by the 
Organs of Speech to uſe his Freedom ac. 
| cording to the Dignity of his Nature, and 
to raiſe his Tongue to the Service of hi 
Maker, and the Advantage and Happine 
of his Fellow-Creatures. © 1 | 
 Tars is the lofty. and diſtinguiſhing 
Bellie of Speech; and if any one per. 
verts the Uſe of it by Lying and Falſhood 
by Cheating and Diſſimulation, by Frau- 
dulence and Knavery, he is a Nuſance w 
the Creation, an Enemy to Society, | 
Robber of his Brethren, and a Traitor t Fl 
his God. But, | 
zZah, e 0 this Ob- 
ligation to Charity and Beneficence both 
in our Words and Actions, and this com- 
7 Charge your the Abuſe d 


2 
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— 
— 
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1 


our Advice, and the Miſchiefs of this un- 


amongſt a ſlanderous and abuſive Genera- 
tion of Men. Our Tongues are dum bun, 
fys the proud, the cruel and deſigning 
Part of Mankind; flattering one, inſulting 


the Mighty, trampling upon the Beggar, 
and magnifying the Oppreſſor. We have 


che Cuſtody of this Member in our own 
power; and by Right of Donation, and 


make ſuch Uſe of it, as ſuits with our Con- 
veniency, as notifies our Pleaſure, as ſe- 


ernment in this lower, World. From 
hence the ſeveral Miſchicfs and Diſtur- 


ruf are e and, Rapine and Deſolation infeſts 


one Part off Chriftendom;. Wars and Deva. 


WL 
both being another, vn 


bb lamities for theſe deſtructive Evils of a 


Flattery cenſar d and condeniv'd. 
ruly Member are too viſible and apparent 


another; idolizing the Proud, cringing to 


ſtations are 1 oe" cap e and 20 þ 
"BUT we need not g to National ca. . 


N X 1 A 


. 


and the Linemtiouſneſs of an in- SR RN. 
venom'd and petulam Tongue; yeg the XVIII. 
Practice of the World runs counter to all WW 


che natural Settlement of Ptoperty, may 
cures our Intereſt, and promotes ouf Go: 


© dances of public Bodies and Communities 01 


3 08 Raus cenſur d and condemn d. 


SN RN. poiſonous Tongue, but all Men may fs 
XVIII. the terrible Effects of it in their reſpective 
Families and Neighbourhoods. Fun 
| whence come domeſtic Wars, and bitter 
| Fightings amongſt you, but From the fau- 
cy  Provocations of a-; virulent Tongue: 
From whence proceeds the Ruin of a good 
Name, the Contention of Neighbours, the | 
Breach of Friendſhip, the Litigtouſneſs of a 
our Courts, and the Cruelty of our Judg. WU ' 
ments and Executions, but from this 
Mint of Villany, which ſets on fire the 
Courſe of Nature, and breaks all the ami- | 
cable Bonds of Juſtice and Charity amongſt 
Prov. xvi. the Sons of Men? The froward Man ſou- 
28, 30. eth Strife, and a. Whiſperer ſeparateth 
chief Friends, He ſputteth bis Eyes to di. 
| viſe froward things ; moving bis Lips be 
= bringeth Ewil to paſs. He that goeth a- 
chap. xx. bout as @ Falt- Haarer, revealeth Secrets : 
19. therefore meddle not with him that flatter- 
Rom. xiv. eh with his Lips. But follow | the things 
* which make for Peace, and. things where- 
with one may edify another: And if it le in 
© poſſible, and as much as in you lieth, liue 
ii. Peaceable with all Men. For "whereas there H 
* is among you Envying, and Strife, and Di- * 
T3 Cs and walk as Qu 
5 Men! 


Rom. xii. 
18. 
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Men? But the Fruit of the Spirit is Love, 8 ERM. 


Foy, Peace, Long ↄfulfering, Gentleneſz, — 
Goodneſs, Faith," Meekntfs, Teniperance : &JXY 


Againſt: ſuch there is no Law. And they 1 235 «kt 
| that are Cbriſts have crucified tbe Fleſh, ** 


with; the Aﬀettions and Luſts: Have lept 
under the Turbulence of this unruly Mem- 
ber the Tongue, and 1 it in Sub- 
jection to the —_—_ ara a Mode- 
ration and Charit. 

Bor how e to this C Chriſan 
Temper, how repugnant to the meek and 
forgiving Doctrine of the Goſpel, are, in the 

At place, TE arrogant Boaſts of Men 
deſperately wicked, of an Independance 
both upon God and Man, in the Perpe- 
tration of the ſeveral Acts of their urge 


and Perfidiouſnefs, Who, * e 


Lord over us? wy 
Ibo is e oer ad: A profane and 

inſalent Challenge in Defiance of Omni- 

potence! A daring Contempt of Provi- 


dence, and a blaſphemous magnifying of 
inſolent Duſt and Afbes! 


BuT thus you may ſee, Power in ths 


Hands of the Wicked is very: aſſuming 


and dogmatical, arrogant and preſumpti- 


| Wy * the Providence of God, as 


1 well 


320 
SERM, well as lording over the Actions of our 


Flattery cenſur d and condenni'd. 


0 AN. Fellow Creatures! Tab, ſay theſe furious 


Job xxi, 
14 15. 


Deſgas. 


ſerve bim? „ 
i ue pray unto bim? 


and Downfal of Kingdoms to ns 


TT" Spirits, ſhall God underſtand it, and is 
there Knowledge in the moſt High# Or elſo 


they ſay unto God, Depart from us; for 


we defire not the Knowledge of thy" Ways, 
For whet is the' Almighty, that ine ſhould 
1 


Tuus Religion is but. A Face! to . | 
ring Tyrants ; and Prayers paſs for an idle 


Amuſtment with the gay and wanton Part 
of our Species, Victory and Succeſs are 


imputed to an A , Hieſb; and the Riſe 


and Courage of enterpriſmg Heroes, 
Nav, to ſtoop yet lower: Every FEY 
rior Mechanic glories in his own Inven- 
tions, independent of that Being ho en. 
ables him to work, who ſtrengthens his 
Hands in bis ſeveral Enterprizes and Un- 
dertakings, and bleſſes the Means which 
his Wiſdom has inſtituted, and his Power 
invigorated for the a nnpliſhme! ic * 


Now to thats ind Kick like PRE” 
ane who glory in an Am 


of Fleſh, and expect Sueceſs hy ER 
IE ; N * | | y 


p » * a ——_ 7 
/ 
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only of their own Faculties, St. James has SB NN. 

given the beſt Advice in the fourth Chap- XVIII. 

ter, and the thirteenth and following Ver- 1 
ſes: Goro:now, he thut ſay, Today ur to- 
morrow we' 10111 go into ſuch a City, and 
continue there a Year, and buy, and ſell; 
and get Gain. Whereas ye know not who! 7 
Gall be on the morrum. Therefore, take ns yah. vi, 
Thought for the morrow : for the murrotb 34 
ſhall take thought for the things of itſelf : 
Suffictent unto the day is the evil thereof," 
WI are to look upon Futurity with a 
religious Negligence and Indifference, ane 
not form any Schemes by our own Strength 
and Wiſdom of the Prof f = 
wicked Agent, or the Jullitablenel> 
immoral Act. For how often is the i. Job xxi. 
of the "Wicked put out? And how often 17. 

' cometh their Deſtruction upon them? God 
diftributeth Sorrows in bis Anger, and lay- ver. 19. 
eth up their Iniquity for their Children. 

Their Eyes ſhall ſee their Deſtruction, and ver. 20. 

_ their Lips ſhall drink of the Wrath oh * 
Amme A At 

Hear, therefore; N the Gale of - the 
wobal⸗ Matter, and from the Juſtice of Pro- 
vidence, the Demerit of Sin, and the Cer- 

u. ac of Puniſhment, let us be induc'd 0 

* 4 fearch 
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SE RM. ſearch and try our Ways, and to turn uno 
XVIII. the Lord our God — . 
— Nov from all vain Confidence i in our 

own Strength, and impious Independance 

on Almighty Providence; from an inſo- 

lent Conceit of our own Wiſdom, arſd an 

irceligious Contempt of the Divine Good- 

neſs; let us take the ſtricteſt Care, con- 

ſtantly and religiouſly to abſtain, always 

remembring thoſe important Advices of 

e to the Muelites, with the Recital of 

which I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe. Be- 

Deut. viii, ware that thou forget not the Lord thy God: 
14 * 7 > Left when thou haſt eaten and art full, 

and haſt built thee goodly Houſes, and dwelt 

therein ; and when thy Herds and thy Flock 

multiply, and thy Silver and thy. Gold is 

multiplied : then thy Heart be lifted up, and 

thou forget the Lord thy God, which brought 

- thee forth out of the Land of Egypt, and 
From the Houſe of Bondage: And thou ſay 

ver. 17, in thy Heart, My Power, and the Might 
T of my Hand, hath gotten me this Wealth, 

But thou ſhalt remember the Lord thy God, 

for he it is that giveth thee Power to get 

- Fealth. — To this God, the Giver of all 

good Gifts, and the Protector of all inno- 


cent Perſons, be renger'd and afcrib'd, &c. 


— — 


— 


The power and Wiſdom 0 
of God in employing 
little Inſtruments in 
the Works of his * 
vidence. „ 


2 Pi * n 
. 


Ex oO bp. iii. 11. 


And Mo 72 ſaid unto Gad Who am 
J, that I ſhould go unto Pharaoh, 
and that I ſhould bring forth the 
Children of Iſrael out of Egypt? 


IN the two firſt Chapters of this Book 8 E R NM. 

1 of Exodus, we have an Account of XIX. 

the Male-Adminiſtration and Tyranny 9 

the Egyptian King, and thoſe rigorous 

Burthens and Taxes which were impos'd 

upon the Children of 1/rael. 

In a word, through this whole iniqui- 

tous Reign, the 9 of the People of 
? | God 
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SER M. God was fo barbarous, and their Bondage 
XIX. ſo intolerable; that the Cries of the Di- 
WY teſſed went up unto the Lord, and mov'd 
Exod. ii. Heaven. to Compaſſion: For God heard 
UE their Groaning, and God remembred bis 
| Covenant with Abraham,' toith Jſaac, and 
with Facob, and Got hoked upon the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, and Gott bad Reſpect unto 
them. 

In the Beginning of this third Chapter, 
the; Lord appears unto Moſes_in a flaming 
Fire, and declares his Intention of ſending 

him in an Embaſſage to Pharaoh, to me- 
diate the Deliverance of. this afflicted Peo- 
ple; but Moſes being ſenſible of his n- 
capacity to diſcharge fo weighty and ho- 1 
nourable a Truſt, does, in the Spirit of WW 
Meekne/s and Sincerity, make this modeſt We 
Excuſe to the Almighty : Who am I, that r 
T fhould go unto Pharaoh, and that I ſhould 
bring forth the ee 8 grom E. 
| gp? r 
Fon theſe Words 1 propoſe t to do the | 
Three following Things, 1 
1 To produce and explain thoſe ſeve- 
ral Reaſons which might prevail with 
" pes, to think himſelf uncapable of 


delivering 


Mane ood Wiſdom of God, &c. 305 
delivering fuel from their preſent 8 E RH. 
Slavery and Oppreſſion in Egypt: 99 
Nn bo am ri F WIS 


raob? 
ar To . * God is per ro 
pleas d to make uſe of ſuch little and 
inconſiderable Inſtruments, as M. ** 
in his own Eyes feem'd to be, for 
the bringing about of great Defighs.* 
m. To conſider” what Effect and in- 
5 ak ſuence theſe Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence ought to have ts our Lauf 
and Converſations. 
1 1 ar. to produce and explin eg 
ſeveral Reaſons which might prevail wich 
Moſes to think himſelf neee. deli- 


vering Tjrael. | TR * 
Ax p theſe may be well ſuppoſed to a- 
rife from a ruofold S 
, Tux Impradiicablenes of $i] 


„ m * . OW 
Abbes ; 


10 ut, Tur Unktnch'of Miſe bete 
ploy'd in ſueh an Undertaking, ' 
1 e then, Taz” Demand of Moſes for | 

= KL the Deliverance of Mael might ſeem im- 

practicable for theſe tuo Reaſo ns: 


y__ hed 


ft, THz 
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_ Tux Profits which the Egyptians 
reap d by the enen Dance, gf the 
Jſraebites.\\ | 

4 THE Fears and Jealouſies which 
the Egyptians were under, that the 
 ſfratlites might wage War againſt 
them after their Departure. 

1 1 As to Pharaoh's: Profits and Ad- 


| vantage s by. the Labours of the 1/ael:tes, 


theſe Sil appear to be very conſiderable, 
if we conſider thoſe heavy and numerous 
Burdens which the Egyptian Taſk-maſters 
by the King's Command impos'd upon 
them; and the Diligence and Fidelity of 
the People in ſubmitting patiently to their 
Rulers, and rendring n the Tan. 
of tbeir Brick. 

Sox Uneaſineſs we may be ale muſt 
naturally be complain d of under theſe ri- 
gorous Impoſitions; but the Complaints, 


inſtead of mitigating, did but exaſperate 


Exod. v. 
. 


their Rulers, and enhance their Burdens. 
The Petition of the Sufferers was fruitleſs 
and ineffectual, and the only Redreſs from 
a tyrannical Pharaoh was, Ie are idle, ye 
are idle; therefore ye ſay, Let us go, and 


ds ſacr: fie unto * . * there be 


more 
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more Burdens laid upon them for their & E RM. 
mutinous Petitions, and let their pretended XIX. 
Zeal for a foreign God be cool'd in their — 
Labours for their hive gry rg age 8 
Service. — 

Tuxsx Severities of the Bejptian court 

to the Mae lites were what we may upon 

the Principles of worldly; Policy account 
for, if we caſt our Eye upon the 377 

Verſe of they 12th Chapter 'of Exodus; 

where we find the Number of Men which 

left Egypt, and follow'd Moſes by God's 
Command into the Wilderneſs) was about 

Ax hundred thouſand, befides Women, Chil- 
dren, and Strangers. Now it is incredi- 
ble to think what a prodigious Revenue 
muſt accrue to the Crown from the Hands 
of ſo many Slaves, eſpecially if we conſi- 
der that their Taſes were doubled after 

| Meofes had petition'd for a Deliverance, and 
the Tale of their Bricks was rigotouſly | 
exacted, notwithſtanding the Government 
had leflen'd their own Expence, and de- 
nied the Labourers at Materials to 
work . | 

Wnuo therefore can fappoſe. but chat 
Pharaoh, who was an abſolute Prince, 
and 


— — — — « Q l _ 1 V 10 


SRM. and a Tyrant in his Nature, ſhould not 


XIX. embrace all Opportunities of augmenting 
YV his Revenue, and promoting the Renown 


and Honour of his Kingdom? And what 
more plauſible Methods could his Policy 
or Council ſuggeſt to him, than to excuſe 
his own native Subjects, and lay the Bur- 
den upon Foreigners ? This was the way 
to ingratiate himſelf with his, Friends, - ag 
well as keep down his ſuſpected Enemies; 
to erect new Pyramids for the Honour and 
Magnificence of Egypt, and to enrich his 
Country by thoſe very Hands whom he 
now ſuſpected to be ready op tho Enflav. 
oy and Ruin of it. For, | 
-'2dly, ANOTHER Thing n mi gbt 
make the Departure of the £ Children f 2 
rael difficult, was the Jealouſies which the 
Egyptians lay under, that the Hraelites 
might return, and wage war againſt them. 
Tux Egyptians muſt be ſenſible of the 
Injuries they had committed, and the Cru- 
elties they had tranſacted upon an inno- 
cent People; and they could not ſuppoſe, 
but this inhuman Treatment muſt ſtill 
rankle upon the Memories of the Op- 
preſs d, and put them as ſoon as poſſible 


upon 


* 


aſperate their Spirits, and double their 


— upon their Perſecutorrs. 


Pzbaraob was fully inform'd of the grow / 
ing Power and Strength of the Muelitet, 
and had a great many ſecret” and miipi- 


ving Thoughts, what their Increaſe and 


Strength would terminate in. He found 
them to be an Over-Match for his own 
Sudects; and if any civil Diſſention, 
or foreign Troubles ſhould ariſe, what 
might not ſuch a potent and enrag'd PEG. 
ple effect, if they ſhoald take up Arms, 
or fide with à difaffected Party? The 
ſafeſt way, therefore, was to weaken 
their Hands and reduce their Numbers, 
and to cow and debaſe their Minds by a 
State of Slavery and Oppreffion. 6 This 
Expedient was the Reſult of Pharaobꝰs 
own Reflection: And in the #7 Chapter 
of Exodus, and the gth, roth, and rith 
Verſes, we find him thus communicating 
dis Scheme to the Stateſmen and Politi- 
Clans of his Kingdom: Behold, rhe People 


of pe, * ldren of Trae! are more, and 
 mightier 
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upon Reprizals. The - preſent Petition 8x K M+ 
was founded upon a Grievance,” and the XIX. 
Neglect of a Redreſs would probably ex 


. 
\ 


320 ä e. 
SE RM. migbtier than we : Let us deal wiſely with 


XIX. them, left they multiply, and it come to paſs, 
Aas when there falleth out any War, they 
join alſo unto our Enemies, and fight againſt 


us, and ſo get them up out of the Land: 
Therefore they did ſet over them Taſe- 
maſters to aſſtict them with their Burdens : 
And they built for Pharaoh Treaſure-Ci- 
ties, Pithom and Raamſes.— But, 
II. As this Deliverance of Iſrael did 


ſeem impracticable in itſelf, ſo it was 


much more improbable that Mo ofes ſhould 
be the Inſtrument of it: Who am I that I 

ſhould go unto Pharaoh? For, 
1/t, Moſes thought himſelf deficient in 
Eloquence to addreſs himſelf to the 
..2dly, Hz knew his Nation to be odious 

do the Egyptians, _ 

_ - 2dh, Hz could not but be ſenſible of 
his preſent Diſgrace at Pharaoh's 
10 ach, He muſt ſuppoſe, that his Pe- 
tition for the Mraelites might look 
like a Pretence to free them from the 
Juriſdiction of Pharaoh, that he 
might rule over them himſelf. | 
ee if Tus 
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1, Tuz firſt Reaſon to induce Moſes SE RM. 
to think himſelf an unfit -Inſtrument to XIX. 
| il with Pharaoh for the Deliverance "VV 
| of his e was his want of er 
"_ | 
Tris is an Excl g which he TY 
monde to God, when he firſt commu- 
nicated this Deſign unto him. O my God, 
(ays he) J am not eloquent beretofore, nor 
fince thou haſt ſpoken unto thy Servant, but 
Jam flow of Speech, and of a flow Tongue. 
Nor but that Moſes was ſkill'd in all 
the Arts of the Egyptians, and learned in 
the profoundeſt Parts of intellectual Sci- 
ence, and was particularly eminent for 
the Livelineſs of Fancy, as well as the 
Sedateneſs of his Judgment, as appears by 
the Compoſure of the Pentateuch, and 
thoſe many lofty Hymns and -judicious 
Remarks, which are\diſpers'd and ſprink- 
led through the ſeveral Parts of that learn- 
ed Work: But it muſt till be confeſs'd, 
that the want of a graceful Elocution 
| ſtifled the Effects of his Wiſdom, and 
made his 10 unſucceſsful in che pub- 
lic and active 8 A e 224 


Vox. III. Y Tuts 
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SERM. . 
XIX. 


Tris, eminent Perſon ſtiles Himſelf 
Be,, which, whether it re- 


gards the Slowneſs of his Diſcourſe, or 


the Heſitancy of his Tongue, argues a 
Defect in that Torrens dicendi copia, in 


that Fluency of Speech and Utterance of 


Words, which would pave his Admiſſion 
to Pharaoh's Preſence, and greatly expe- 
dite his preſent Undertaking, It is no 
mean. Matter to harangue it to a Prince, 


and to ſpeak pertinently to a Court; and 


it calls for great Boldneſs and Preſence of 
Mind, and abundance of natural as well 
as acquir d Endowments, to qualify a Man 
for a public Embaſſy. Beſides, it is pro- 
* that the Egyptian Court might be 

the beſt Judges of Performances of that 
nature, becauſe they had engroſs d moſt 


Part of the Learning of the World to 


themſelves; and the wiſeſt Men of Greece, 
ſuch as Pythagoras and Socrates, were 
forc d to travel thither to be inſtructed by 
their Magi, and learn the Rudiments of 


that Philoſophy, which they een 


taught in their own Country. 


Moss, therefore, who was an hum- 


ble and modeſt Man, might be naturally 
inclin's 


* 


. — | 


own Parts, as to excuſe his A 


before the Egyptians; and becauſe he 


wanted the Advantages of a good Blocu- 


tion, might be doubtful of his Embaſly to 


the , polite and learned Stateſman of Pha- 
raub s Curt. 

"AND chis Argument had ſo 4 
Weight in it, that God promis'd to ſup- 


| ply the Deficiency of Moſes's Tongue by 
the Oratory of Aaron, and to influence 


and actuate the Powers and Faculties of 
them both by a ſupernatural Aſſiſtance. 


Who (fays he) hath made Man's Mouth P Exod. iv, 


Or who maketh the Dumb, or Deaf, or t 
Seeing, or the Blind? Have not 1the Lord ? 


E not Aaron the Levite thy Brother ? " "ie 
know that he can ſpeak well. — And thou iS, 1 
| ſhalt ſpeak unto him, and put Words in his 


Aud I will be with thy Mouth, 
with bis Mouth, and will teach you 
what' you ſhall do. And he ſhall be thy 


Spokeſman unto the People : And be ſhall 
be, even be ſhall be to thee inſtead of a 


| Mouth, and thou ſhalt be to him inſtead of 


God. 


Y .a adh, 
1 — 
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inclinꝰd to have ſuch a Diffidence of his 8E RM. 


2dly, ANOTHER. Argument to deter 


© XIX. Moſes from this Embaſſy to Pharaoh, and 
WY redeeming his Brethren from their preſent 


Slavery, was the Odiouſneſs of his Nation 
fo the Egyptians. For the Egyptians had 
ſuch an Antipathy to the Hebrews, that 
they entertain'd none of them in any other 
Capacity than that of Slaves, till the Time 
of Foſeph; and after his Deceaſe, they 
ſoon forgat the Kindneſs which he did to 
their Nation, and reduc'd his Kindred and 
Poſterity to the old State of Bondage. 
Tu Ar the Egyptians had this Diſguſt 
to the Hebrews appears from Genefis the 
xliiid, and the 32d Verſe : Where we find 
that in the Entertainment which Toſepb 
made for his Brethren, the Servants /et on 
Por him by himſelf, for them by tbemſelves, 
and for the Egyptians, which did eat with 
him, by themſelves : Becauſe the Egyptians 
might not eat Meat with the Hebrews; for 
that is an Abomination to the Egyptians. 
And when Pharaoh, for the Merit of Jo- 
ſeph, had given the Iſraelites Liberty to 
dwell in his Kingdom, he allotted their 
Poſſeſſions to be ſolely amongſt themſelves, 
for fear a promiſcuous Settlement might 
TH give 
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give Offence to his own Subjects. What Sz RM. 
was the original Occaſion of this Pique is XIX. 
not ſo eaſy, nor indeed material for me at 
preſent to determine : But it is certain, 
that inſtead of being allay'd, it was aug- 
mented in ſucceeding Ages, and Moſes 
himſelf had widen'd the Difference by ſe- 
veral perſonal Affronts and unpopular. 
Actions to the Egyptians. 

Zaly, Moses's preſent Diſgrace at Court 
| might render his Requeſt to Pheraob i im- 
practicable. | | | 

Moszs was in Exile for affiſting his 
Brethren, and ſlaying an Egyptian; and 
the Occaſion of his Flight was to avoid the 
Diſpleaſure of the King, and to ſecure his 
own Life. For when Pharaoh heard this Exod. u. 
thing, he ſought to ſlay Moſes : but Moſes:"5 
fed from the Face of Pharaoh, Lg 1 
in the Land of Midian. 

Now, who can ſuppoſe 0 incon- 
ſiderable Refugee ſhould return trium- 
phantly in the very Face of Juſtice, and 
appear boldly before a potent Prince, and 
demand freſh Terms for his Countrymen, 
when he himſelf was obnoxious to the 

wy and wanted a Protection for his own 
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SNN. Perſon. Apprehenſion in the firſt place, 
XIX. and Death in the next, was the leaſt which 
[ nch a ſuppos'd Malefactor could expect 
and his preſent Requeſt, inſtead of clear. 
ing his Innocence, might aggravate his 
Preſumption, and more openly expoſe 
him to the N of a — and * 
Enemy. 
4thly, Tur Petition of Moſes br fur, 
might look like a Pretence to free them 
from the Juriſdiction of Pharaoh, that he 
might rule over them himſelf, This wat 
what his own Brethren check'd him with 
long ago, and unhandſomely requited hit 
paſt Services with this upbraiding Sarcaſm, 
Who made thee a Prince, and a Fudge ov 
1s? And this Suggeſtion might be im. 
prov'd from the Interceſſion of Ms for: 
People that were uncafy under their pre- 
ſent Circumſtances, and hankering after 

diſtant Countries, and a new Form of Go- 
vernment. For, from hence a Jealous 
Prince might conclude, that Mo/es acted 
the Part of a Politician in Diſguiſe, and 

was willing to (et the diſcontented Hu- 
mours afloat into the Body, and eneouragt Ml 
a malcconteat” * — Party to — 
ut 
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ry zealous Hp their Authority and are 


willing to conſtrue all Petitions for the 


Liberty of the Subject, Infringements of the 


Prerogative, and ready to puniſh the Pro- 
moters and Abettors of ſuch Petitions, as 


mutinous and ſeditious Perſons. And al- 
though Meſess Deſigns were not of this 
Nature, and he had no other End in pro- 
poſing the Deliverance of his Brethren, 


chan the Compliance with the Cotnihands | 


of bis God, and the Settlement of the 


People in the ancietit Poſſeſſions of Ca- 
naun; yet Pharaoh being govern'd by the 


Maxims of other politic Princes, might 


reaſbnably ſuppoſe the contrary; and he 


having an old Grudge againſt Moſes for 
killing the Egyptian, his Malice might 


_eafily repreſent any thing to the Dif. 


vantage of the Petitioner, which was pro- 
1 by a Perſon hated and diſgrac dd. 
'FRoM this ſhort Account of ſome of 


thoſe Difficulties which Moſes muſt pro- 


baby meet with at the Egyptian Court, 


_ we may conclude, that if he relied only 


__ His own Strength, and r natural 
* 4 "9 
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about his own ambitions Deſigns of Em- S ERM. 
, we know, are generally ve- XIX. 


5 
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Sz RM. Event of things, there was ſome Reaſon 
XIX. for his replying. thus unto God; Who am 


. 


I, that I ſhould go unto Pharges, and that. 


I "ſhould bring forth the Children of Ifrael 
out of Egypt? 

I SHALL now haſten to the general 
Obſervation which I propos d to make iow 
this Tranſaction, vix. 

2dly, How God is oftentimes ho dto 
make uſe of ſuch little and inconſiderable 
Inſtruments, as Moſes in his own Eyes 
ſeem' d to be, for the bringing about the 
great Deſigns of his Providence. 

God, being in his own Nature Omni. 

tent —_ Omniſcient, has no need of the 
Advice and Aſſiſtance of any of his Crea- 
tures; but can with equal Eaſe bring a 
bout the wonderful Effects of his Provi- 
dence, by the moſt abject and contempti- 
ble, as well as the moſt promiſing and 
powerful Means ; And it is farther re- 


markable, that God, in the Government 


of the World, does chuſe to act by theſe 
unlikely Methods, either to demonſtrate 
the Excellency. of bis own Attributes, or 

to mortify the Pretenſions of the Haughty, 


or magnify the Weakneſs . * In- 


ſtruments. B Dip 
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Dip he not deliver Jacob and all his SB RM. 
Family, Pharaoh and all his Kingdom, by XIX. 
the. Prudence of Fofeph, who was at firſt Cen Ax. Ar. 

fold by his Brethren, and afterwards treat- 7» Kc. 
ed as an inconſiderable Slave in Egypt ? 

Dip he not by the Means of Rahab the jog. k. 4, 
. preſerve the Meſſengers that were & 

ſent to ſpy out the promis d Land; and by 
the Sound of a Trumpet demoliſh the Walls: 
of Jericho, and —— ber King and migh- 
ty Men of Valour into the Hands of Feſtua? 

Dip he not, by the Advice of a little: Kings 
Captive Maid, inform Naaman the Syrian 1 Ke 
of a Cure for his Leproſy; and by. ſome 
ſtrange and unaccountable Accidents reſcue 
his Servant David from the Malice and 
Perſecution of Saul? 

Wurx a Man projects the moſt, "ox 
lays his Plots the deepeſt, he is oftentimes 
countermin'd in his Deſigns, and foil'd in 
his Expectations: But when he leaves the 

Event to Providence, and acts in Submiſſi- 
on to the Divine Will, he ſafely ſteers his 
Courſe by an inviſible Hand, and. obtains 
his End by ſome unthought-of Means. 


| Wnar is more caſual and ſurpriſing 
than the Fate of War, 
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Sx x M. the beſt· ooncertedd Meaſures for Victory 
XIX. fruſtrated and diſappointed? The Battle is 
5 Kea, not always to the Strong, nor the Race th 
il. rhe Swift; but Time aud Chance happeneth. 

to them all. A Multitude of Chariots and 
ee and a Number of Men and Arms 

are not always the Fote-rutiners of Victo- 

ry; but ſome unſeen Aceident does com- 

monly turn the Sucteſs of the Field, and 
conſign the Triumph to the weaker” Vide, 

| In this Cale, Sblhmon inſtandes in à ' poor 
Eccleſ. ix. 203Je\ Man, (whoſe Wiſdom was deſpis , 
„ and Whole Services irreguited) that deli- 
vered a Clry from the Siege of a greut 

King, When all the Strätagems and Pre- 
cautions of the moſt evpettenc'd Officers 

and Commanders fail'd."*And it is an Ob- 
ſervation from propharie Fiftory, that tnoſt 

of the' memorable Battles which were ever 
fought, - have been obtain d by the fnalleſt 

Numbers over the greateſft. 

Tubs is God wonderfully pleaſed” to 

notify his Power by* tlie Weakneſs of his 
Inftruments, and by His On fignal"Tnter- 
poſition ta teach tlie Hero not to truſt in 

the Multitude of his Men, and the Strength | 

1 Cor. i. 8 his Hotſe: Por: Gol "hath rohen The 

27, 28,29. - | | _ 
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wink Things of the World, to tonfound the 8 E KM, 
Thinifs which ave mighty * Aud baſs Things XIX. 
of the" World, and Things which are de- FW" 


Died, bath God choſen ; yea, and Things 

_ ahith are not, 'ro bring to_nought Things 

. that are. Por the Fvoliſbneſt of God 1s 

wiſer than Men, and the Weakneſs of God 
il. fronger than Men.” 

"A rARrTHER Inſtance we have of this 
Truth, in the firſt Propagation of the 
Goſpel, and its facceeding Progreſs in the 
primitive Church, For God did not eſta- 
bliſh his Kingdom by the Force of Arms, 
or the Favour of the ſecular Power; but 
by a Set of Miniſters, who were mean 
and deſpicable in their outward Circum- 
ſtances, and had no manner of Relation 
to Kings, nor any Intereſt in Courts. One 
would have thought that the moſt likely 
way to gain Credit to a new Religion had 
been to ſue for the Protection of the Ro- 
nan Emperors, and to retain the Philoſo- 
phers of bens on its Side: But the Au- 
thor of our Faith would not ſubmit to 
theſe mercenary and popular Methods; 
but by the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, and 
the plain Evidence of naked Truth, con- 

Gb | verted 
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SER. verted the World from their ; 
XIX. and Idolatry. The Diſciples and Mini. 
9 ſters, which were employ'd in this Ser- 

vice, were plain and illiterate Men, brought 
up at the Feet of no Gamaliel, and bleſſed 
with none of the Advantages of a liberal 
Education; and yet they appear d at a 
Time, when Learning was in its full Lu- 
ſtre, * flouriſh'd under the Influence 
and Protection of Auguſtus; and by the 
Aſſiſtance of God, and the Dint of Truth, 
encounter'd with the greateſt Maſters of 
Reaſon and Eloquence in Greece and 
Rome: They put to Silence all the Schools 
and Univerfities in the World, nonplus'd 
the learned heathen Philoſophers, and. 
Jewiſh Rabbies and Doctors, and made 
the Wiſdom of the World become Igno- 
rance and Fooliſhneſs : And this they did, 
not by the pleaſing Inſinuations of Rhe- 
toric, and the Graces of Speech; not 
ſolely by the Strength of Argumentation, 
or the enticing Words. of Men's: Wiſdom ; 
but in Demonſiration of the Spirit, and 
the prevailing and unaffected nee of 
Truth. 
We » foe, therefore, that the weak and 
| inconſiderable 
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inconſiderable are commonly the Inſtru- SE RA. 
ments of God Almighty's' Providence: XIX. 
That moſt of the Turns and Revolutions 


which have happen'd in the World, moſt 
of the Succeſſes and Victories which have 
been gain'd by one Nation over another, 
and more eſpecially the miraculous Pro- 
pagation of the Chriſtian Religion, were 
all owing to the Bleſſing of God, upon 
the fincere Endeavours of ſome inferior 
and contemptible Perſons. 

1 s8H0VLD now haſten to the laſt Head 
of my general Diviſion, which I muſt 
_ confeſs was principally in my. Intention 
upon the firſt Choice of this Text of Scrip- 
ture: But this being a copious and practi- 
cal Theme, I ſhall rather diſmiſs the Au- 
dience with a ſhort Sermon, than tire their 
Patience by a long Attendance, or abuſe 
my Subject by a flight and curſory View 
of what is uſeful and inſtructive. 

I sHALL beg leave to cloſe up this Diſ- 
courſe of Moſes's Modeſty, and God's 
Wiſdom in the Employment of little 
Things in his Service, with an excellent 
Collect of our Church, who in the ſame 
our of Meekneſs with the Hero of my 


Text, 
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SE RM. Text, diſclaims all ſelfiſn and preſump- 
XIX. tuous Confidences, and entirely throws her 
WY Supplicants upon the amn, 
— of God. 18 1041 * 


\ | ud Sunday e God, * feet that u We * 
| no Power of ourſelves to help ourſelves ; 
keep us both outwardly in our Bodies and 
inwardly in our Souls, that we may be de. 
fended from all Adverſities which may hap- 
pen to the Body, and from all evil Thoughts 
which may aſſault and hurt the 2 _ 
* Cbriſt our ae - 
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The power ariel Wiſdom 

of God in employing 
_ title Inſtruments in 
the Works of his Pro- 


Vidence. Aach n 
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warmen R 


Exon. nll. On 


? Ai Me Mia ſaid unto God, Who am 
I. that I ſhould go unto Pharaoh, 
; and that 1 ſhould briug forib tbe 
. e 4 Ifracl out of Egype # 


H ERE is bing more ſurpriſing 8 x R M. 
in the hiſtorical Part of Scripture, XX. 

nothing more demonſtrative of the Power 
and Goodneſs of God, than the De- 
ſtruction of Pharash, and the Deliverance 
of the aelites. Every Circumſtance in 
this Narration is miraculous, and every 
Event looks back upon that Covenant of 

| God, 


E 


7 
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| SERM, God, which was fo ſolemnly enacted with 
| | XX. the Patriarchs, and fo punctually perform'd 
N " > to their Poſterity. 

Tu Ar Part which Moſes acted in this 
Deliverance is fo entertaining, if we pe- 
ruſe it as a bare Matter of Fact; and ſo 
venerable and inſtructive, if we conſider it 
as under the Conduct of an over-ruling Pro- 
vidence; that I thought I could not better 
employ my Time, than in collecting the diſ- 
pers'd Particulars of this Hiſtory, and pre- 
ſenting you at one View with the great 
Modeſty of our celebrated Jew:ſh*Cap- 
tain and Lawgiver, and the wonderful 
Interpoſition of the Divine Power far the 
Reſcue of an enſlav d People. 

Tu Deliverance was fo great in its 
own Nature, and to be attempted by ſuch 
inconſiderable Inſtruments, that Moſes could . 
not think himſelf commiſſion'd in the fo 
Undertaking without a particular Miracle ar 
from God; and had afterwards ſome reſt- 3 
leſs Doubts and Suſpicions of a Miſcar- gh 
riage, as often as he reflected upon his pre- pr 


ſent Circumſtances, and his own natural vil 
Infirmities and Incapacities for ſo {e a - off 


Work. Des. th 
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* Maſe erte l gg hs am Pig 
that I ſhould go unto; Pharaob, and that £.. XK&% . *\ 
uud bring forth the Children of thee! A 

z out of Egypt? | tra be 
Fon theſe: Words I propos'd in wy 
laſt Diſcourſe to do three Things... 

* To produce and 1 the * 
Reaſons which minke: prevail with 
Moſes to think himſelf uncapale of 
delivering Mae. 

U. To ſhew how God is ofingdimer 
e to make uſe of little and in- 
cConſiderable Things for the ain ; 

about of great Deſignsss. 

III. To conſider what; Effect and In- 
fluence theſe Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence ought to have u WE] Minds 

x. and. AQI0N8 tc vc; | 

 HavinGalready cam 
for the. Two former, of theſe Particulars by 
an Induction of ſeveral Inſtances from the 

KF Ja Hiſtory and the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, I ſhall now apply myſelf in a more 
; practical manner to the Third and laſt Di- 
] viſion of my Text, viz. 
To ſhew what Effect yes pd ei 
theſe Dif penſations of Providence ought 
0 to have upon our Minds and Actions. 
Vor. III. 2 1. THEY 
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S ERM. . Tux v ſhould teach us not to de- 
XX. ſpair in any Condition of Life. 
F 405 To fly always to God for Help 

Fe 4 
FE | and Comfort, f 


\ 3dly, Nor to contemir little Things 
48. Nor to fe the Strength of 
: ourſelves or others. 
85090 Nor to feat this Menaces tn 
_-, Infultsof Tyrants and Oppreſſors. 
Gehly, To give Praiſe to God for all 
. ſignal Succeſſes and Deliverances. 
705. Nor to oppteſs the —— 
Who are ſo much Wahet che Protec: 
tion of Providence! \ 
- 1}, Ir God is pleas'd 4 FR hin: - 
ful Things to paſs by the Means of /:tfl: 
and inconfiderable Inſtruments, we ſhould 
not deſpair i in any Condition of Life, For 
it is in the Power of God to effect our 
Deliverance, and free us from our Cala- Þ 
mities, by whatever Methods and Con- 
trivances he pleaſes: And ſince he is the Þ 
fame yeſterday, to-day, and forever, we have 
the ſame Reaſon now to depend upon his | 
Truth and Immutability, which his faith- 
ful Servants had in the former Ages of the 
Church. Perhaps it may be agreeable to 


t // T Ws or Fe 


1. 


* 


ene 


The Power and I aum of God, &c. 339 
his Wiſdom to bring us under Aflictiont, 8 RN. 
for no other Cauſe than the enlivening our XX. 
Faith; the Trial of our Patience, and tbhjie 
exciting of our Minds to a more vigorous 
Confidence and Affiance in his Mercy: 

And then we may be ſure that he will not 
leave us deſtitute in the End, or diſcard us 
in our Miſery; but will either ſupport us 
with the Comforts of his bleſſed Spirit, or 
find out the moſt proper and ſuitable 
_ for our Deliverance. and Preſerva- 
For ubo is he that uill harm you, * a 5 lids - 
ye 1 Followers of that -which is god? For * 
= God is very merciful, compaſſionate, and 
— juſt; who doth not/ aff uillingiy, or Lam. iii. 
: WR grieve the Children of Men; nor ſuffer his 33 
d {ME Servants to be tempted above that they are 1 Cor. x. 
x WM able, but will with the Temptation alſo 7 
nate a way 70 eſeape, that _ _ be able 
a- 1 to bear it. 
n- War then, a your — 
he ſtances may be reduc'd, and your Intereſt 
ve decay? Though Friends and Acquaintancde 
his ſhould ſtand afar of, and your very Rela- 
h- tions and Kindredabandon and: diſcard you? 
the What, though your Houſes ſhould be de- 


-to wald by en — Tempeſts, and 
tis your 


SERM. 
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your Children buried in the Ruins of them? 


XX. Though your Patrimony ſhould be ra- 
A rag'd by the Incurſion of an Enemy, and 


your Goods and Perſons s carried into a fo- 


reign Captivity? Let hut Caſe. is ſo far 


from being deſperate, and your Fortune 


irretrievable, that new Friendſhips may be 
contracted, a better Intereſt form'd, and 
more laſting 2 urea to our 
Poſteritꝛ. 

Tux great Fault of Mankind — any 
temporal Misfortunes is, that they are 
impatient of Delays, and willing to pre- 
ſcribe their own. Time of Deliverance; 


not conſidering the Variety of Ends which 


a wiſe Providence may bring about by one 
Action, and the aſtoniſning Scenes which 


are to be opened, when all Things are 
prepared, and wrought up for a Diſcovery. 


SOMETIMES the Sufferer's Virtue, like 
Gold, is to be purified and refin'd in the 


Furnace of Afliction: At other Times, 
the Perſecutors are to be harden'd for De- 
ſtruction, and to be made the Inſtruments 


of Vengeance upon their ownſelves.. 


SOMETIMES Captivity is to be ſweet⸗ 
rind, the Dungeon to commence a Palace, 
TOY 8 und 
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ments are | Blemiſhes 1 0 to a 
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and Fetters and Manacles to be turn'd into 8 E RM. 


Crowns and Bracelets: At other Times an XX.. 
Example is to be given to the Church, SS 


|. the | Executioners to be converted by m- 


Reſolution of Martyrs, and Poſterity en- 


Ins by. the OP of N pre 
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U n e our 5 — wy 
and whatever Good the Lord may propoſe 
to extract out of Evil, Acquieſcence and 
Reſignation are the indiſpenſible Duties of 
a: Chriſtian, Murmurings and Diſappoint- 


on hs : x 3 
Sufferer. 34 [435 £38 + B. 1 21 131 » of 4$* 


24h, LT us in al our psd con- 
a fly to God for Help and Comfort. 


1 


For fo whom ſhould awe go, but unto hum, Jobn ri, 


who bath the Words of eternal Life? To" 
whom ſhould we addreſs ourſelves, b 
unto him, who is oblrandwilling'10 help 
us? Human Creatures may not be at hand 
in our Diſtreſs; and if they wete never ſo 
well inclin'd, it may be frequently out of 


their Capacity to aſſiſt us: But God can 


pleaſes, and with the utmoſt Eaſe and Ex- 
* remove all Obſtacles and Impedi- 
2 3 ments 


oi 
| 
4 
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S . ments out of the way of our Happineſa. 
XX. The Spring of Action is entirely in his 


WY Hand, and he keeps the  Upiverſe in 


If. lix. 


2 Power 18 | all-ſufficient, 


Conformity and Subordination to the Di- 


| = no 33 of his 3 


Government; nor incapacitated himſelf 


from interpoſing upon any ſudden Emer- 
gence or Diffculty. His Arm is nat 


ſharined that it cunnet ſave, neither his 


Ear heavy that it cunnot: bear. With a 
Nod he checks the Exorbitancy of Princes, 
and quells the Riots and Tumults of chis 
lower World. With a Look: be dries 1b 
the Ocean, and with a Word he rempoes the 
- Modntans. He brings Light out of Dark- 
"'neſs by his Omnipotency, and ſaves the 
Souls committed ta his Charge by: his 
Gootineſs and Clemency. His Ears are 
den to the Gries off the Fatherleſs, arid he 
zs an indulgent eee to the wenne 
and. Orphan. | 1 nion 1% 
Tuno' he 3 duke rhe Bas. 


PL. xviii. den ih Biarineſs; and maketh Berz 


1 


chtb their Covering; yet by the Brigheneſi 
FOE ra are ſoon diffi. 


pated, | 
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pated, and Calmneſs and Serenity return 3 1 


upon the Face of the, Kartb. In the ER. XX. 


tremities of his Servants,. be loves-to make. NV 


the 5 een "ncaa 3 


every Element tobe the. ha he of his 


Pleaſure, l ben the Poor. and. Needy ſeek 1 7 xli. 17, 


. Water, and there is nung, and yheir Tongus, © 
| faikth. for Win: I the-Lord. will bear 
* them, 1 the God of Hear! will not forſake 
chem. I ill open. Rivers in high ae 

aud Fauntgins in the midi of Halles. 
dy, LET: the Example of Moſer teach 

is not to contemm little (Things. . 

2 y, Limb in the natural. Body has 
0 N and proper Eſe, and there ſhould 
5 no Strife or Mutiny, amongſt the Mem- 
bers, for fear of incommoding or diſturb- 
ing the Head. The mralleſt Vein or Ar. 
tery is the Conveyancer of Blood and Spi- 
Tits, and contributes to the Beauty and 


Service of the Univerſe. Nee Members, 1 Cor. xl. 
<which cem to be- more feeble, are neceſſary, 22, 236! 


and our arg Parts weve ee 
2 T | Wav | 


mi of God, . 
SEM. War then ſhould we flight any thing 
XX: which is tifeful and ornamental in inſet 
and which'our own precarious Nature may 
make us ſtoop and be oblig d to? But a. 
bove all, hy ſhould we depreciate thoſe 
lite Things, which God is pleas'd to 
make the Inſtruments of His Providetice. 
and the Channels throu! th Which he con- 
veys the greateſt Bleſſings upon the Sons 
of Men ?? God in his infinite Goodneſs 


fit to employ, and What ſubordinate A- 

gents it is moſt proper to work with: 

And we have the higheſt Reaſon to ap 

plaud the Diff hella of his Providence, 

and to fix our Eſteem v pon. whatever i 

the Meſſenger of bis Glory, or the Con- 
veyancer of gur THappinelb. Fou have 
heard already, how' God was pleaſed to 

| propagate: his Goſpel by\ weak and inconſi- 
derable Means, and as it were, out of the 
Mouths of Babes and Sucklings, to ptoclaim 

his Statutes and Edicts to the Kings ond Ru. 
*. lers of the World. Where now is the Wiſe ? 
"962% * Where is tb Scribe l "Where is the Diſputer 


* Ws dom of * W. rid? For after 'that 
in 


and Wiſdoni knows what Miniſters it is. 


of this World? Hatb not God e 1. 
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in the Wiſdom of Cod, the World by Wiſ- SRM. 
dom knew not God, it pleaſed God by the . | 


Fooliſhneſs of preaching! to Ju _ that 


| believe- 


At, LET us not rely upon our own 
or orber Men's Strength: For all Power 
in the Creature is delegated and deriv'd 
from the Creator; and he ſuſpends the 
& Operation, or promotes the Efficacy of 
human Means, according to his abſolute 
Pleaſure. The Commiſſion is but limi- 
ted, and Execution cramp'd ; the Agents 
are mortal, and their Projects fantaſtical. 

God oftentimes overturns the Might of 
potent and enterpriſing Heads, and diſſi- 
pates and confounds all their flaviſh Ad- 
herents and Votaries. How deſpicable 
have the Princes and Rulers of this World 
appear d, when they have once preſumed 
on the Strength and Situation of their own 
Dominions, and thought to awe the reſt 
of Mankind by their vaſt Treaſures, nu- 
merous Forces, and invincible Armadbes? 


Were is no King ſaved by the Multitude of Pl xxxili. 
an He: A mighty Man is not delivered“ 


by much Strength. An Horſe is counted 
= by a vain thing to oY his Rider, nei- 


ther 
Y 
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SRM. ther can his Courage, or Souls 
XX. entitle him to the Garland. | 
— How deſpicably do the Writers 4 the 
Old Teftament ſpeak of the Folly and Stu. 
Pidity of the Children of 1/rael, when they 
left God, who was a certain Support, for 
the Aſſiſtance of other Nations, ho were 
deficient in their Promiſes, and precarious 
Jer. ii. 36, in their Supplies? My gadde/t thou about, 
5 (fays the Prophet Jeremy) ſ%o much 1 
change thy Way? Thou. alſo ſhalt be aſhamed 

of Egypt, as thou waſt aſhamed of idſyria 

Yea, thou ſbalt go forth from him, and 

thine Hands upon thine Heau: Fur tha 

Lord hath rejected thy Confidences, and thay 

ſhalt not proſper. The pr incipal Perſon, is 

left out in the Compact, and therefore 

the Foundation was badly laid, and Suc- 

ceſs was never like to attend ſuch vain- 
glorious and  ill-conecxted Politics. For 

Rank. 400 the Inbabitants of Egypt, all the Con- 
6. 7. federates and Allies hall know that I am the 


Lord, becauſe they baue been à Staff f 


Reed to: the Houſe of Iſrael. When they 
took hold of thee by thy Hand, thaw. didf 
_ and rent. alle. their Shoulder ; and 

dee leaned upon thee, thou  brakef 


and 
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„% n a Stand. Sx RM, 


were — — . and nothing ſtable 

and permanent coul} be.condied mh: 
Tur Prophet Hoſea ———_—— 

the ſame Purpoſe, and grounds his Accu- 


', I fations upon the like ſenſeleſs and incon- | 
11 WW ſiſtent Proceedings. Ephraim feedeth on Hoſea xii, 
d the Mind, and — after: the Eaſt © 
a, Wind : He daily ncreaſeth Lies ang Deſo- 

ud Wl lation, and they do make'a Covenant with 

ve WW te Afirians, and Oil is carried into E- 


ger. But, alas! all theſe Contracts and 
5 Allunces with foreign and powerful Na- 


tions, were no manner of Security to the 
Few:ſb State: And as long as God was not 
conſulted, nor Heaven brought into the 
Friendſhip, all Amity and Correſpondence 
and unſucceſsful. Such cxtraneous Helps 


Reed, nic too fahle for a Support, and 


too dangerous to be telied upon; and if a 
Man lean thereon, it will give him a Full, 


* TY 4 
N. ds 
N 


5thly, | 


and Confederacies, you ſee, like * i dm 


, 


348 The Power and Wiſdom of God, Re. 
SA RM. prbly, LET us not fear the Menaces 


NATURAL — and Reſolution are 
of great Service to the Accompliſſunent of 


any Enterprize, or Affair of human Life; 
and it is obſervable, in all the Hiſtory of 


the Jeuiſb Nation, that when any warlike 
Expedition was dictated by God himſelf, 
or ſet on foot by the expreſs Revelation of 
bis Prophets, the Harangue to the Gene. 
ral before the Engagement was to-perſonal 
Valour, and ihe Army was to expect Vi. 
ctory from the Bleſſing of God upon their 
Bravery and faithful Endeavours. If the 
Threatning and Malice of the adverſe Par- 
ty had been any Foundation for Deſpair, 
the Iyaclites muſt have been in a deplo- 
rable Condition in this Enterprize of Nic. 
ſes, and could never in ſucceeding Times 


have expected ſuch ſurpriſing Deliveran - 


ces from Sennacherib, Antiochus, and others. 

The general Exhortation under theſe Dan- 

Numb. iv. gers, was, Fear not, nor be e 
8 Nuit yourfekves like Men, and ſee tbe Sal. 

2 Nie ii. an 'of God. My Sons, be ye zealous for 

Tow” " the Lau, und give your ſelues For itbe Cove 

nant 480 your — Call to Gs 

what 


XX. and Inſults of and ka 
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what Acts our Fathers did in their Time, ſo SE RM, 
ſhall. we receive great Honour, and an ever- XX. 
lafting Name. Ve muſt expect to meet — 


| with powerful Oppoſition, and many fiery 


Conflifts ; but as long as your Orders are 

from a ſuperior Power, ye are to march 

on in Virtue of hit Strength and Commiſ- 

fion,, and to look upon the Swaggerings 

and Menaces: of proud and mighty Men, 

as ſo many Arrows thrown againſt Hea- 

ven, and returning with greater Fury up- 

on the Head of your Adverfaries. Whom 

haſt thou reproached and 'blaſphemed? A. II. xxxvii 
gainft whom haſt thou exalted 'thy" Voice, 
and lifted up thine Eyes on high? Even a- 54 


gainſt the Holy One of Iſrael. By thy Se- 
vants thou haſt reproached the Lord, nes 
haſt ſaid, By the Multitude' of my Chariots © 
am I come up to the Height of the Moun- 
tains, to the Sides of Lebanon; and I will 


cut down the tall Cedars thereof, and the 


choice Fir-trees thereof : And T will enter 
into the Height of his Border, and 1 Fo- 
* F his Carmel. 


But why boaſteft thou thyſelf, hin 55 rel u. 


rant, that tbou canſt do miſobief; "whereas "» * 


* n of God endureth yet daily? 'The 


8 2 | Virgin, 


350 The Power and Wiſdom of God, &c. 
SE RM. Virgin, the Daughter of Zion, hath. deſpi. 
XX. ſed thee, and laughed thee to ſcorn; the 

WS Daughter of Feruſalem hath ſhaken her 
Head at thee. Thy Commiſſion, O Ty. 
rant, is ſhort, thy Power limited, and thy 

Malice impotent. For when we ſee the 
moſt daring Attempt upon a Conſtitution, 

and Might, Policy and Treaſure at the 

Command of the Aggreſſor; we find the 

Interpoſition of Providence to be ſignal and 

miraculous, and the Defeat ſudden and 

unexpected. This is an undoubted Maxim, 

Pro. ri. Dat there it no Wiſdom, nor Undenſtand 
30. ing, nor Counſel, againſt the Lord. If the 
Ads v. Work be of Men, it will come to nought; 
3%, 39- but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it. 
Job xi For, behold be ſendeth Counſellors away 
17:20, 21. Boiled, and maketh the Fudges Fools, © He 
removeth away the Speech of the Truſty, 

and taketh away the Underſtanding of the 

Aged. He poureth Contempt upon Prin- 

ces, and weakneth the Strength of the 
Mighty. e d 
WHERE now are your. Projectors and 

\ Politicians ? Where are your 'Tyrants and 
Oppreſſors? Of what Service are Men and 
Arms? The Rattling of Chariots, and the 

N Prancing 


S8 N SN S 


WED Gr S8 2 38 8 8 5 


Gf 


. 


> SPSS EEzAS S os wy I Ir, 


ERECT TSB AE 


08 


The Power and Wiſdom of God, &c. 38 U 


Praticing of Horſes ? Ceaſe ye from Mar, SM. 
whoſe Breath is in his Noftrils : for where- XX. 
in is he to be accounted of ? Fear not the 4 44 


Werds of a_finful Man: for his Glory ſhall : Mac. ii. 


he Dung and Worms. To-day be ſhall be 6. 
lifted up, and to-morrow he ſhall not be 


found,” becauſe be is returned into his Duft, 


and his Thought is come to nothing. 'Where- 
fore, ye my Sons, be valiant, and ſhew your- 


ſelues Men in the behalf of the Law, 105 by 
it ſhall you obtain Gr. 


6thly, As God is the prime c. ſo 
let him have the ſole Praiſe for all _ 
zucceſſes and Deliverances. 


FLAT TER is very current in a mer- 


cenary and deſigning Age; and Heroes 
and Conquerors are willing to be extoll'd Fa 


| and deify'd. Some faint” Acknowledg- 
ments indeed are preſented in the Temple, 


and ſome - maimed” Spoils may be offer'd 
to the God of Victory: But the loudeſt 
Hoſannas are repeated in other Places, and 
the richeſt Trophies reſerv'd for a different 
Conqueror. But be not deceived! God i, 
neither to be moch d, nor affronted. He 
is nice in his Honour, and jealous of his 
Prerogative; ad will not ſuffer any thing 
to 


«a 


"2352 The Power and Wiſdom of God, &c. 
SERM. to be aſcrib'd to a Mortal, which i is appro- 
XX. priated to his moſt Sacred and Eternal Ma- 

iesy. To make too many Saviours of 

. our Country and Guardians of our Liber. 
ty, may look like an idolizing of Earth 
and Aſbes, and may ſeem to intrench up- 
on the Titles, and vacate the ee 

of the Almighty. 


= = 58m >> SS = ,., 


7th, LET us take great Care. not to 
oppreſs the Innocent, who are ſo much 
under the Protection of Providence. "es 


Wes know what was the Fate of Pha- 
raob and the Egyptians for tyrannizing 
over the T/-aelites ; and we are not to look 
upon theſe hiſtorical Facts, as ſo many ro- 
mantic Stories, or exempt Caſes : But muſt 
expect that Violence and Oppreſſion will 
meet with the like Succeſs in all other par- 
ticular Inſtances. God made Mankind to 
be uſeful and communicative, to be cour- 
teous and affable to their Brethren; and 
not to domineer and inſult, not to perſe- N 
cute and devour one another. Tho he is 1 
the Founder of Authority and Pre- emi- 
nence amongſt the Sons of Men, and has 
communicated ſome Share of his Power to 


his 


The Power and Won of Gul) de 59 
- Þ his Vicegerents upon Earth; yet he has B = 


confin'd Vengeance to himſelf, and reſery'd XX. 
we Cauſe of the Righteous and Innocent "VP 
for his'own Deciſion. I it be that pre- 
ſeruerb the. Souls of bi. Saints, and is an 
Aſylum to the Afflicted in the needfull time | 
of Trouble. It is he that is a Strength to If. r. 

the Indigent in his Diſtreſs, a Refuge from © 

the Storm, a Shadow from the Heat, when 

the Blaſt of the terrible ones is as a Storm 

againſt the Wall. He either appears viſi- 

W bly againſt the Plots and Machinations of 
che Haughty, or raiſes up unexpected 1 
8 Friends to ſuccour and ſupport his Ser- | 
K vants ; or by ſome. ſecret and unſeen Me- 

0- WU thods defeats the Deſigns, and confounds 

it I} the Malice of their Enemies, 

AP | 
To this kind ao gracious God, there- 

to WW fore, who is a Father to the Orphan, and 

- Ka Huſband to the Mid; who pleadeth 

the Cauſe of the Indigent, and ehen them. 

to Right who ſuffer Wrong, be aſcrib'd, as 

is moſt due, all Might, Power and + yy 

nion, from henceforth and for « evermore. 

An 
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Vor. III. Aa : 9 O Lord, 


254 The Power and Midlum of Cu; Sec. 
G 6 If toy i ehe eee wid 
XXX 0 Lard God, why: ſeeft- that wwe pus nat 
Dt a, Tull in any thing that we do z dnerci. 
. SAY x hiee (Oy thy Pomer aue nay be 
defended againſt all Adverfity, through: Few 

ſus iter dent ee, t mh 
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; mee ſhew, me the Path of Life: 


e Preſence is Hanel, Yah 
1 ee. 1 Hand there aca 


17 "AU N 8 LY ; Ray 190 "x 
Kh bo 1 AY : th | 1 Ns 3 G 928 
i HAT EVER. 5 wands 

e fect Notions ſome People 


ls of a future and immortal State, an 


bow ignorant ſoever they may lupe = 
Bulk of the Few: Nutiom to be of: eters 
nal Bliſs: or Miſery yet an impartial Sur- 
vey of the Lau and the. Prophets will ſoon 
recifyiitheſe- infidel Notions, and ſettle the 
ſtricteſt Harmony betvyeen the W titings 
of Matet. and the Goſpe o FJeſus bin. 
As the Lau Was ar Schpol-waſterido = 
laing udo the more manly W 6 
5 2 -the 
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Sx NN. the Chriftian Faith, and to inſtruct us in 
XXI. the Rules and Meaſures of holy Living; 
ſo we are only to expect in the New Tefta- 


ment what was anciently predicted in the 
Old, and the farther Naehe and En- 
forcement of thoſe. Precepts, which con- 
vey Life and Immortality by the ſole Me- 
rits of our Everialiing Advocate and Re- 
deemer. 

Verily there 11 4 Reward to "the Righ- 
teous,. doubtleſs there is a God that judgeth 
the Earth. Nay, ſo certain is this Judg- 
ment, that the Fudge fandeth at the Door ! 
80 ſuperlative is this Reward, That” Eye 


O ii. hath nor feen, nor Ear beard, neither hath 


it entred into the Heart of Man to con- 
ceive the things which-\God hath prepared 
- for them that love bim Ye Trumpet ſhall 
hund, and the Dead ſhall be raiſed incor- 
ruptible ; free from future Shocks and 
Diſaſters, and no longer fubje& to Pains 
and Corruptions ; but immortal as the an- 
gelic Sons of God, and glorified and trium- 
phant as their Almighty Maker. ben 1 
awake ub, I. ſhall be filled with thy Righ- 
zeoufneſe, and riſe reſplendent with thy in- 
Nog 12 — wh woes that my 

e RA © Redeemer 


of Celeſtial Happineſs. 3357 
KNeueemer livetb, and that he ſhall ſtand at SERM. 
the latter Day upon the Earth: And tho' XI. 
after my Skin, Worms deſtroy this Body, yet Mt Dore HER 
in my. Fleſh ſhall I ſee God: Whom TI ſhall 25. 26, ay. 
fee for myſelf, and mine Eyes ſhall behold, 
and not another; \though my Reins be con- ll 
ſumed within me. Thoſe that ſleep in the Dan. xii. 
Duſt of the Earth ſpall awake, ſome to cuer -:. 
laſting Life, and ſome to Shame and ever- 
laſting Contempt. And they that be miſe 
ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firma. 
ment, and they that turn many to Righ- 
teouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and ever. 
Then Bleſſed are the Pure in Heart, for Marth. v. 
they ſhall fee God. Then the Righteous ® cap. xiii, 
thall be more pure than Light, more re- 43. 
ſplendent than the Sun, in the Kingdom of 
their Saviour; and Fear ſhall be baniſhed 
from the little Flock, whoſe Father's good Luke xii. 
Pleaſure is to give them the Kingdom. 
IN ſhort, my Brethren, Glery and Ho- Rom. ii. 
nour, and Peace, and Bau raity,” ball! 
be to every one that obeyeth the Truth, and 


7 worketh Righteoufneſs : for we all of us 
and, and rejoice in the Glory of God; and cap. v. 2. 
. being made free from Sin, and becoming the 
R e of God, we have our Fruit unto 
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SNN. Hulineſs, and the» End everlaſting Life. 
Fer the Gift of God's eternal Lift, and 


Rom: wi. Nom vit by our Chriſtian Birthright we are Heirs. 
- of God, and\Foint-heirs with Chriſt ; and 


Mt 


ſt» 
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being juſtiſted by his Merits, we ſhall be 


gloriſied in his Kingdom to all Eternity. 
Tus you ſee, my Brethren, that the 


La and. the Prophets, that our Saviour. 
and his Apoſtles, unanimouſly center in the 


gracious and immutable Promiſes. of God 
to his faithful and obedient Servants; and 


that theſe: Promiſes: ſhall be fully com- 


pleated after the Reſurrection of the Body, 


and its Re-union with the Soul, in an in- 
cCorruptible and immortal State, and the 
PFPlruition of everlaſting Bliſs, by the Me- 


rits and Triumphs of this our victorious 


Redeemer, in the ewerinſtäng Kingdom of 
bis. Father. | 

- Wherefore, ſince we are encambaſi'd . 

. awith ſuch, a Cloud of Witneſſes, and have 


our Faith confirm'd by ſuch irrefregable 
Teſtimonies, and our Expectations enli- 
ven'd by the Promiſes of that.God whaican- 
not lie, and the Merits. of that Redeemer, 


who articled for the Salvation, and paid 


down the Ranſom 8 all the diſobedient 
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Sons: Adam ; let us come boldly to the Sin = we; 


the 1 Covenanis and Obligations 
moſt diſtant Poſterity. Bebala, 
v0 ir the accepted Time ; now is the Day 
of Salvation: Embrace the Opportunity 
that is generouſly offer d you, and don't 
ſuffer any Delays to retard your Converſi- 


on, nor any Lethargy: or Drowſfineſs to 


fink your Spirits. Be active arid vigilant ; 

be up, and dbing; ' to-day whilſt it is called 
to-day, left' any; of you be harder d and in- 
fatuated through the \Deceitfulne/s of Sin. 
Conie unto) me, all: ye that travel aud are 
heavy.laden; and ye ſball' find Reſt 10 your 


Souls; Aniſt and walk,” O thou diſeaſed. 


Sinner; for thy Saviour calls cher. Return 
to thy Reſt, O thou toſſed: with Tampeſts, 
and afflicted with Storms; for thy Redeom- 
er ſpeaks the Word, and commands a 
Calm; and thou ſhalt be carried with Safe- 


e eee landed with 


e e me eee of Life: 


pe Preſence 1s Fulneſs of Joy, 4A thy: ” 905 


Hund there are Pleaſures for evermore. 


1 IN 


Throne. Grace, and lay bold of the Pro. XXI. 
miſes made to our Fathers, and entaibd by — 
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360 The Joy and" Pleaſure © 
SzRxM. In the Words there are Two Things; 
XXI. which I ſhall beg Leave in my future Diſ- 
WYV> courſes, more fully to recommend to your 

| Conſideration and Obſervance: 

1 THE: Promiſe of God's s Enlightning 
and Inſtructing Mankind in the Ways 
and Methods of their Salvation and 

- . everlaſting Happineſs: Thou wilt ſhew 

me the Path of Life, 

II. A Deſcription of thoſe Joys which 
are to crown the Righteous in a ce- 
|  Jeſtial State: In-thy Preſence is Ful- 
15 | neſs of Foy, at thy right Hand there 
8 dre Pleaſures for evermore. 
I. HERE is the Promiſe of God's En- | 
lightning and Inſtructing Mankind in the 52 
Ways and Methods of their Salvation and 
everlaſting r Thou wilt 1 me 
the Path of Life. 
Gop has not only for a Demonſtration 
of his Power given us a bare Life and 
iſtence here upon Earth, but has crea- 
ted us to be happy, and given us all the 
Powers and Aſſiſtances of obtaining Hap- 
pineſs, and enjoying his unſpeakable Bleſ- 
ſings to all Eternity: Thou ene ne 
the Path a * No | 


| PA 


| — 


* 7 
" * 


of Celestial "Happineſs. 36“ 3 
If In the Revelation of che Divine S ns. 
4 Laws. Eo XXI. 
adh. IN the Guidance nd Direion . = 
| OL GVO IR = 
-- the Ways of Happineſs. | ul 
go 34, In the Obſtacles and Wesen = 
| r py 
445 In dhe Ader of: Steeg 
our Ends by the Aſſiſtanee of God's 
Grace upon our fincere: Ws honeſt 
Endeavours. Fas lee 
1}, Gop has onthe ſhew'd us the 
Path of Life, in the Revealing and Pro- 
OT. of ths Divine Laws to Man- 
4 great and etna Privilege, this 
to the ranſom'd and redeemed. World, 
however an infallible Church may have 
dock'd the Uſe of it, and ſtarv d their 
Members by taking away the Key of N . 
ledge from the Laity l A great Privilege, 
I fay, to inſtruct Mankind in the Principles 
of their Duty, and prepare for them the 
I Materials of Happineſs, and then to re- 
ward them for acting agtgeably to the Di- 
vine * and purſuing that Hap- 
| pineſs 
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The. Foy and Pleaſure 


Sz, A. pineſs which he has fo punctually delinea- 
XXI. ted, and fo graciouſly actuated them in the 
option and Purſuit of! It is, God (our 


indulgent and beneficent God! ) who works 
in us to act and to de according to his good 


giſh Reſolutions, who inflames our earthly 


and phlegrnatie Part, and fpiritualizes our 


groſs Deſires and carnal Paſſions. 
Hp God: left us to ſtumble in Park- 


neſs, and wallow in our Corruption, or 


given us up to the Tyranny of Satan or 
Mercy of Sin, there would ſtill be ſeem- 
ingly ſome- freſh: Cauſe to tax the Rebel. 
lion in Paradiſe, and retort our Miſery 
upon our firſt Parents, and to be melan- 
choly and dejected under the ſtrict Diſ- 
penſations of infinite Juſtice: But ſince 
Revelation has remov'd all Obſtacles, and 


. God's Word is a Light to our Feet, and a 


Lanthorn to our Paths, and his bleſſed Spi- 


rit is our Conductor and Aſſiſtant thro! all 


the difficult Paſſages of a wicked and dif. 
aſtrous World; we have Reaſon to tri- 


umph even in our Unhappinefs, and to 
eſteem our Redemption by Chriſt, and 


Our 


S SSW 0 


a oo 


— 


. 


* 
80 


* 


of E. ray 1 
| aur Aﬀiancy of immortal Glory, more SRM. 
than a Counter- Balance to the Loſs of a XIX. 
terreſtrial Paradiſe, and all the Glories e 
and te N eee eget 
Work 

877. Pan! 18 een Spenden 
this Point, and carries the Merit of our 
Redemption to ſuch a ſuperior” Height to 
Adam's -Tranſgrefſion; cs a Preacher 
cannot touch upon this Subject, without 
the Recital of his comfortable Words. 

be Judgment (ſays he) was by ane nen. v. 
Condemnation; bx the free G7 18 bymony 1s, 16 91 
© Offences: unto. Juſtiſicatiun: For if b nỹe 
Man's Offence: Nuarb reigned by one; much 
more they which recetve\abundance of Grace, 
and of the Gift e, Righteouſneſs, . ſball 

reign in Life by ane Feſus Cbriſti. There- 
fore, as bythe Offence of one Fudgment' came 
uon all Men to Condemnation 5 Jo, -by the 
Righteouſneſs' of one, the free Giſt cama 
upon all Men unto ' Yuflification: of Lia. 
For as by one Man's Diſtbedience niany 
were made Sinners, ſo by the' Obedience of 
ons ſhall-many be 'made'righteous.' 1 | 

Tuus hath God effected our Huppineks, ver. 8. 
ant commended his Love towards\ us, in 


"IN F that 


— . errno err ore a — 
CBA * a * * * C ” 8 x g K * 
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o 
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De Toy and Pleaſure | 
that while we were yet Sinners, Cbriſt died 


for us, And much more then being now 


ver. 9, te. Jaſtiſed by his Blood, ue ſhall be Javed 
from Wrath through him : For if when we 


' the Death of his Son; much more being re- 


were Enemies we were reconciled to God by 


conciled, ue ſhall be ſaved by bis Life. 


| foning of St. Paul is, that we are 


Now the Reſult of all this fine Rea- 


Gainers by the Croſs of Chriſt, than we 


were Sufferers by Adam's Tranſgreſſion; 


n 
AXXV. 10. 


and in the Extaſy of the Evangelical Pro- 
phet may return, as tbe ranfomed of the 
Lord, and come to Zion with Songs and 


_ everlaſting Joy uam our Heads ; and ſhall 


Sigbing ſhall flee away, But, | 4 


obtain Foy and Gladneſs, whilft Sorrow and 


_ ' 2d, Bes1Bxs the Aſſurances which 


God has given us in his written Word, 


and the Directions which his Son has left 


for the Conduct of our Lives; we are 
duely to conſider and applaud the ſtanding 
Aſſiſtances which are reach'd out to us, 
by the Operations of his bleſſed Spirit, 
and the Gracious Influence of our Life 
and Actions towards the Attainment of 
everlaſting Happiness. 


1r 


#1 Cale eftial Hoppind | 36 5 
W God's Promiſe to our R 


epre- SE RM. 
| ſentatives at their original Tranſgreſſion, XXI. 
that the Seed of the Woman ſhould break 
the Serpent's Head; and our Saviour's dy- 
ing Aſſurance to his Diſciples, and in and 
through them, to the ſucceeding Members 
of his Church, that after his Departure 
hence: he would Good them another Comforter, Jo av. 
who ſhould abide with them far 0 
teach them all Things, and bring all Things 
to their Remembrance, oh he had 
ſaid unto them, The Abode of this Cam- 
forter, you hear, was to be everlaſting, 
and his Office of perpetual Aſſiſtance to 
the Chriſtian Church: But foraſmuch as 
Miracles were to ceaſe, as ſoon as the End 
for which they were ordain'd was accom- 
pliſh d; the Comforter's Office was chiefly 
to be continued in the Guidance, Support, 
and Protection of the faithful in the Courſe 
of their Chriſtian Warfare, and the Diſ- 
charge of evangelical Duties. Here our 
Saviour's forecited Promiſe is abundant- 
ly accompliſh'd, that the Comforter ſhall 
abide with ur for ever, and we (hall re- 
_ ceive his gracious Influences and Aſſiſt- 
ances in the Management of our Lives 


thro 


XXI. ance of our Souls to immorta 


The Jo and Pleofure 
Sm N NM. thro! this militant State, and the Convey- 


Kingdom of the Father. 2 500 $8011 
IT let nat your. Hearts he: troubled, 


dor any Difficulties diſmay yon in the 


Pragreſt of your Religion, and the Pur- 
ſuit of your Salvation. 


cies ate renew'd every Minute. The bleſ- 


ſed Comforter is ſtill your Attendant and 
ont 


drive him from your Habitations, he. will 


Affiſtant; und if Sin and In 


akvays work in you both ito will and it do, 


according to his good Pleaſure: He will 
purify your Hearts, ſanctify your Affecti- 


ons, direct your Wills, guide your Acti- 
ons, and prevent) v0 im all your Doings, 
and further you in evey Step of your Pro- 


Freſs to his heavenly; Kingdom. 


ah, A farther Progreſs of God's G00. 


neſs, in ſhewing and. directing us in the 


Paths. of eternal Liſe; is by removing the 
Obſtacles and Impediments WI 


or by the vain Allurements of this World, 


and the Suggeſtions and Flatteries of .cor- 
h Nature. | How- F 


er 


I believe in God, 
vir 1 (uays our Saviour) believe alſo in me. Gods 
Promiſes are ſtill the ſame; and his Mer. 


1 are 


throw in our Way by Sin and the Devil, 


as AW Wm 


: 


of Cri kb,: 365 
|Howzver dark and melancholy the 8ER N. 
oſpoct may ſeem to be upon Earth, yet XXI. 
ſome Beams of Light will always mae 
the Faithful, ſore ſpiritual Comfort re- 
freſh and ſtrengthen the Laboriuus and 
HNewvy laden. Our very Afflictions are 
divine Favours, our Troubles Advance 
ments, and the Mottifications of the'Bo-: ' 12 - 
dy, the Life and Proſperity of the Soul. 1 
in good for me, (ſays holy David) that DP. crix 
have been afflicted : for before Naudt ulis. 57. 71 
ed, Trent ray; bur now baue I kept 
ty Word. Proſperity either lulls us aſleep, 
2 the thoughtleſs and inadvertent 
Simtter in Ignorance and Stupidi); but 
Adverſity awakens us imo Conſideration” - 
and Reflection, gives us a due Notion of 
Pleaſure and Wetitobriels and lifts the 
Soul from the dirty Enſoyments of Earth 


to the more refin'd/ and ſpiritual Exertiſes: | 


of Angels and Martyrs. —And this brings 

me te che 1; 10 floi NH, Fi 
45 And kalt Thidg 1 propos Rom che 

Text, bi. The Qurumte 7, _ car 

Bois, by the' 4 an Cb e up- 

on dur fe eee | 


1170 t 99h 919 Si: off 2113 21 Trot) oll 
5 be Wr 


36 1 


ERM. 


Wr are plac'd here in a State of Trlal 


XXI. and Warfare, and we muſt take the niceſt 
* Cate % to run that ue may obtain; ſo to 
manage our Chriſtian Warfare, that we 
may come off victorious and triumphant in 


1 


the End : So courageouſly 70 fight the good 
Fight, and with ſuch Reſolution and Mag- 


r Cor. ii. nanimity to keep. the Faith, that we may 
9 henceforth put on the Crown of Glory, 
op. which God has 1 _ en r 


en that love him. 


Ou great Encouragen 
Nig Werke; 48; that our Labour is de- 


lightful, and our Reward certain. We 
are not put off with fallacious Promiſes, 


and doubtful and uncertain Events; but 


have all the Aſſurance which any Thing 

future is capable of giving, or an immu- 
table Promiſe of the Futber, and the me- 
ritorious Conqueſt of che Son can entitle 
us t KR. Soon fi 1 
Fox the Completion of: theſe . e 


ble Privileges the Veracity of God is 


ſtak d, the Merits of our Redeemer i inter- 


cede, God's Word and Sacraments are our 


ſtanding Security; the Miſſion of the 


Holy Ghoſt i is the infallible Pledge of our 


FG :  Saviour's | 


t in > DR. 
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of Celeſtial Happineſs. 369 
Saviour's Love, and the Aſſurance of im- SE RM, 
mortal Glory the unalterable Covenant XXI. 
with the Faithful. * 
O! then, let me prevail with you all 
to act up to the Dignity of your Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, and to lead the Life of Faith 
and Obedience here, that ye may be Com- 
panions of your God and Saviour in the 
Kingdom of his Glory, and be jointly 
employ'd with Saints and Angels in Halle- 
luiahs and Praiſes to all Eternity. ; 
I $HALL, beg leave to conchude this 
Diſcourſe with an excellent Colle of our 
Church, which directs our Practice upon 
the Subject we have been treating, and 
would compleat our eternal Happineſs in 
5 che Love and Fruition of our God and 
e 


Saviour. 


O God, ale haſt prepared for 5 that Coll. for 
love thee, fuch good Things as paſi Man's den der 
Underſtandi ng ; pour into our Hearts ſuch Trinity. 
Love towards thee, that we loving thee a= © 
r- bove all things, may obtain thy Promiſes, 
ar | which exceed all that we can defire, through | 
he W Amen. 
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Joy and Pleafur © of 
0 "Ocieſtial Happineſs, un 


wh, * #4 * L 1 


| Bal 
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IVY? 4 * 1 


Tio if 2 d 4 1 Xvi. Pak 73 | | 
Thou wile bew me the Path of Life: 


In thy Preſence is Fulngſs of Foy, 
oy 2 . Hand mens are gen 


+ #7 : g { * 


2 v2 


1 Words 1 were end: WSzRM. 
your Conſideration, in my alt Diſ- XXII. 
courſe, under this Twofold Views | . 


14 


09 * Tur Promiſe of God's nlightning 


Mankind in the Ways 

and Methods: of their Salvation and 

Ho 2 Seeler Happineſs : 2 Ms wilt ſow 
... methe Path of Life. 

n Tux Deſcription afthok en which 

ats to cron the Righteous in a ce- 

leſtial State: In thy Preſence in Ful. 


1 B b 2 | neſs 


372 The Joy and Pleaſure 
SERM. 00 of Toy ; at thy right Hand there 
XXII. are Pleaſures for euermare. 
Wo In treating upon the Firſt of theſe 

Particulars, I endegvour'd_ to ſhew , 
| Goodneſs'of God to'the ignorknt and 
rupted Sons of Men, in the Reveſaons 
and Diſcoveries which his infinite Wiſdom, 
in divers Times and- ſumdry Manners, -has 
been pleas'd to exhibit, for the reforming 
our Underftandings, and the directing our 
Wills, in the Search of Truth, and the 
Practice of Virtue and Holineſs.” 
Ad becauſe fruit is the Gate, \ PEP 
narroto is the Way tbat leadeth to. Lie, 1 i 
proceeded to fortify. yaur. Minds. in \this 
tranſitory. and militant State, and to re- | 
move all Obſtacles and Jmpediments which 0 

might obſtruct and n your Paſlagg to , 

2 Wee, everlaſting. Glory. J ban nos 
I the laſt da 1 apply'd myſelf to 
ſhew, that if there were i in yu A wil- 
ling Mind, and an hearty Readineſs to 

comply with the Lavys and Injunctions of 
your Maker, God would never be want- 

ing to bleſs your ſincere and Thaneſt, En- 
deavours in the Ways of Truth and Righhj- _ 
teouſneſs, and to give you all proper Aſ 

'1 W | "vo 8 | ſiſtance om 


ſeen, nor Ear Heard, neitler laue itntredꝰ 


our Guide and Direction; and from the 


. zh 


7 "REY 


— By appineſs.” 373: — 

fiſtance for the obtaining of everlaſting Canna 

Happineſs and Salvation 
ILSEHALL now proceed a ile farther, S | 

in a faint and wo a Fan our 

celeſtial: Happineſs,” „ n 

IsAaVv, a faint = aper el Deſerip-' | 

tion; becauſe St. Paul, who was the beſt 
dee in this Affair, as being caught up 

into Paradiſe, declar'd, That Eye hade nat Cor. i. 


— 
. — 
1 ry — rm oO 
— * by 
2 „„ 


into the Heart of Man, the things\ aubici 
God bath prepared far them that Tove tim: 
Tu Sxripture, in this Caſe, muſt be 


Light of God's holy Word, we may malte 
ſome Diſcoveries of the Happineſs of the 
Dead in the Preſence of dN 5 5 
the Kingdom of their Redeemer. 41 
To proceed a little more iſtinaly: v „ 
on this Ts We be Nee 120 
e ci 
fl FroM ; ws cadet Docuine & 
the Reſurrection from the Dead. A 10 
l Font the Fulneſs of Joys and 
Pleaſures in a celeſtial State: Ii # 


2 0 Fal 97 , D 


' F4 
70 %"2\Q N WAL "I+32 AI 3316.5 # +5 2 * 10 


Lambs? Za, Fot * inal: Degus f 
XXIII. theſe celeſtial Joys and Pleaſures: 
wang Dey are at 1 Ny" Hens FIR euer 


more. 

e * the Company at Gees 
ty, which are to entertain the Sona 
ful to all Eternit. 
* For the Introduction to a ified 
State, we muſt take our Riſe from the Re- 
f the Dead: ſor without the 
Aſſurance and poſitive Belief of this Do- 
ctrine, all our ſine Diſcourſes of another 
World are but declamatory Harangues, 
and Deſcriptions of an imaginary Paradiſe. 
But, if this Corruptible ſhall put 'on-Incor- 


Inmortality, all the Scoffs of Atheiſts and 
Buffoons are at an end, and a more glori- 
- ous Scene ſhall be difplay'd to the Righ- 
teous, than what the Senſuakſt and Epi- 
cure, in the Height of their Revyeling and 
Wantonneſs, have had the leaſt Glimpſe 
of Enjoyment. -. The Trumpet. ſhall fund 
the. Graves ſhall. be-open'd, and the Dead 
ſhall be raiſed incorruptible : A that are 
in the Graves; all that are in the Repoſi- 
tories of the Dead, ſhall Hear the Voice of 
7 their 


we 


— 


ruption, and this Murtal be clothed with 


/ 


their Judge, and 
the RefurreBion bf eternal Life, and Jome XXII. 


of of if, Babſon 37 5 : 


ſtall come forth, fame to 8. 


"Shame and everlaſting Contempt, in the ch v John v. 
furrettion of Damnation. à•à — 
Arx this laſt Scene of Action, there z 
ſhall be a Re-unlon of Soul and Body to 

be Partners in Bliſs or Miſery; as they _ 

were before Cord panions in a virtuous of 5 
a finfüul Life. A Diſtinctions ſhall then 

be laid afide, all Marks and Dilguiſes of 
Diſſimulation unvelbd, all the Artifices of 


| Crifft and Subtilty defeated, and the trem- 


bling Agents ſtand naked before che im- 
partial Tribunal of their Judge, expecting 
their Fate according to the Quality of their 


Actions. Then /hall the People hear, and god . 


be afraid, and Sorrow hall take hold of the . 
Inhabitants of Paleſtina. Then the Arch- 
angel ſhall erect the Tribunal of our Fudge 
in the Air, and the Lord ſhall deſcend. 


with ten thouſand of his Saints, to execute, a 


Judgment upon all, and to convince all thet 15. 
are ungodly among them, of all their ungod-. 
y Deeds which hy. Babe ungodly commit. 
ted, and of all their hard Speeches wo 15 
. Sinner have elan 40 Hi oft e 
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376 The Foy and Pleaſure. 
SERM. In this Perplexity of the Wicked, in 
XXI. this Hurry and Diſtraction of guilty RP 
VL marvelous Light, ſhall ſpring up to the 
8 * faithful and obedient Sons of Adam, and 
all the Storms of Perſecution ſhall be te- 
counted with Delight and Pleaſure. F or 
beer m. he Souls of the Righteous: are in the Hand 
5: '* Cod, and there ſhall no Torment; touch 
| ' them. In the. Sight, of. the Unwiſe, they 
ſeemed to die, and their. Departure i is taken. 
For Miſery, and their going from us to; be 
utter Deſtruction: But they « are in Peace. 
Fur though they'be puniſhed in the Sight of 
Men, yet is their Hope full of Immortality. 
And having been a little chaſtiſed, they Pall 
be greatly rewarded.: for God proved them, 
">> and found them worthy for himſelf. . They 
ver, 8, 9. . ſhall Judge the Nations, and have Dominion 
over the People, and their. Lord ſhall reign 
* ever, and ſuch as be faithful. in Love 
Le abide with him : for, Grace and Mer- 
cis to his Saints, and be bath Care for bis 

Ele. 

1 bot therefore r of evi] Tidings, 
nor diſmay d in your Progreſs through. a 
Fees. u z. barren and difaſtrous Wilderneſs. Set thy 
Heart aright, and thave unto the "Lord, 


vil "4 2 Gp and 


# 
a 1 2 


everlaſting Foy and Mercy; Ch malt) ait 01 


of. —— 37% 


| aud depart not way, that thou mayſt be in SR I M., 


creaſed at ti la End. Believe in bim, XXII, 


and. le ail, help les; Orden g Joy are. 
aright,,and truſt; in him. Te phat fear the 5 


Lord, apait for his Mercy.; and ga nat g dt, we. t. 
left. ye fall. Ne that fear the Lord, believe. ver. 8. 


him, and your Reward, ſhall not fail. Te 
tha fear. the Lord, hope for. Goods, and, 


THEN be not full of Heavineſs,, O my, 
Saul: Be not diſquzeted within me. O put Phal. xiii 


thy, Truſt in God; far I will yet give hm * 


Thanks, which, i the. Help of my. Counte- 
Ae, and my, gd 2 Lit UP. your. Heads, Pſal. xxiv. 
ye everlaſting. Gates; and be ye lifted up, . 


he everlaſting. Doors, aud the. King of. Glo- 


ry hall, come in. Advance, advance, ye 


Righteous: Put . on.. glorious. Apparel, ye 
di Servants of the holy Jeſus. The 
Gall live " together with my | deod Rach ſhall Ia. xxvi. 
they ariſe. \ Awake, and ſing, ye that Gwell 9. 

in the. Duft :  Farcthy, Deu is as the Dew of _.. .1.+ 
Herbs, and the ofigrts Shall cl et be 
D070 Ke (Wiens N IdK 7 
EB il in t Led, O ge Kultes! 
e good Deeds have enter d into 
. | Glory; 5 


4 — - — a 
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cpr your Reception, und 
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81 ul. Glory; "your Alms' am Charity, your” 
XXII. Faith and Devotion have prepar'd a Place 
all Mgnify and 
diſtinguiſh your Perſons in the Kingdom 
Matt.v.8. of your Redeemer. - Bleſſed are the pure 
in Heart : Bleſſed are the undefiled in the 
Way, "obo walk in the Law of tbe Lord, 
— ſpall fee God, and rige triumphantly 
to his Glory in the” Diy of Judgment and 
_ Retribution.” A, 04 1 
Wu ar Wh bez "our Days upon 


N c 1. 


1 undi be ent in" Orief,, aud our 


2 with Mourning” A. The Scene will be 
ſoon alter: d to our * and Comfort, and 


5 bn the Sufferitigs and "Actions of the 
Ri ghteous ſhall be evetlaſtingly rewarded. 


by a glorious and a ttiumphant Reſurree- 


tion. This is, as it were, the Beginning 
of eternal Life, the firſt Entrance into the 


> 


Manſions of our Father's Glory, and the 
© Inveſtiture” of the Soul in the Triumphs 


| and Vidories of the Captain of our Salva- 
John xiv. tion,” In my Father's "Houſe, (fays our 


3. dleſſed Saviour) are many Manſjons'; "if it 
were not ſo, I would have told your Tgoth 
prepare a Place for you : And i, I go und 


Gem T will cone again, 
eo. Cf and 


th Mc? ff, &% .= 


of 'CuleſfiaÞ-Hlappineſs. 379 
and receive yo unto myſelf,” that ud IS m7. 
um] there ye may a ul. This Change of XXII. 
| Places;/this Alteration dy Death, Ann Af. 
ſurande of à glorious Reſurrection, ſweet 
end alt the Turmoils and. Hardſhips bf 4 
miſerable Läſe, and made "the "Apoſtles 
rake Pleafart in Hfimities, in Naplogeber, 1 Cor. vi. 
in N eveſſities, in Per fetutions,” in Diſtreſſes 
for "Obriff's fete. 2 though it IR 
Tabernacle" bey gude being burthened,' 
yet their Belief and" Afurance was, har 
Moria 6h Fl be fiballow'd up of Life. 
that Poverty ſhould be ſucceeded by Nich. 


h- 
es, and "7 ry Diſpra ce with eternal 
Honours. Por bb C Cauſe," (&ys" St. 
Paul) ve aint N a0. for. r. though” our 01 4 5 is 
ward Man periſb, yet the inward Mam is * 
renewed Day by . For our hight A 
flifion, which it but for u Moment,” work. 
erh for us a far more exceeding hf eternal pa 
Weight of Glory; while wwe Took nt at the 5 
Things which are ſeen, but at the Ti hings 

which are not feen : For | the Things which 
areſeen art temporal, but the Things which 

are not ſeen are eternal. The Bodies of 

the Sufferers ſhall be'no more the” Subject 
of Dileaſes and Perfocutions, nor tec? In 
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380 
SERM.triu y. Death and the Grave; but be 
XXII. — d and ſublimated from all the 


c Corruptions of the groſſer Parts of Matter, 


and We Racunion. with. the Body fitted 


(s Saints — Angels 1n, — of — 


* laſting Light and ineffable Glory. But, 


24h, As we are to be chang'd and pu- 


ri6ed by the Reſurrection from the Dead; 


ſo we are aſſured, in this,refin'd State, to 


I. Ixiv. 


+5 


enter into the Joy, of our Lord, and to be. 
refreſh'd with the Fulneſs of Pleaſure and 
Happineſs: In thy Preſence.is the Fulueſi 
of. Jey; Joy in full Weight, and Meaſure,, 
without any Mixture or Alloy, without 


any imbittering or fatiguing Diſaſters : 
No Interruption ſhall break Four, Pleaſure, 


no. Satiety cloy your Appetites, no Repe- 


tition nauſeate your Faculties: For. ſinre 


the Beginning of the Warld, Men baue not 
heard, nor perceived by the. Ear, neither. 
bath the. Eye ſeen, O God, befides - "a 
what thou haſt prepared for him that wait- 
«th for . thee, Thou meeteſt.. him that re- 
Joiceth, and  worketh.. Righteouſneſs ; thoſe 
that remember , thee in thy Ways, ſhall be 


hint in thy Preſence, and - dignified 
1 qr F124 


wit 


4% To che Greatneſs of "celeſtial 


Ad 


ih Happineſs. 39t 
with Crowns and Scepters in thine ever« Sz AM. 
laſting Kingdom. Come, ye" bleſſed Chil. XXII. 
dren of my. Father; advance, ye ſuffering VV 
and perſecuted Souls; raiſe your Spirits, 


vie pure in Heart, and humble in Mind!: 


For the Day of your Redemption is com- 
menc'd, and it is your Fathers good Piu. 
ſure to give you the Kingdom," Vour La- 
bours are now. finiſh'd,” your Sorrows are 
converted into Joy, your Wounds are 
Triumphs, and 720 Death an Entrance 


upon Immortality. Ir ſball ſtund perpe- Rev. en, 
tually' before the Throne of God, and he thb: 


| Mtteth zn the Tbronce ſhall dell among you. 


Ne. ſhall bunger no more, neither"thirſt-amny 
more; 2 ſhall. the Sum light" on you, 
nor any Heat. Fur the Lamb wich is in 
the midſt f the Throne, ſball feed you, anid 


Mull lead you unto living Fountains of a- 


rers :: And Gd oath Wy * TO. 
from your Eyes. 1 


oys, we may add the Eternity of them: 
At' thy right * there are e for 
ever more Fir FY2 A 
AL un W are el by 
wer ſhort Continuance, and balk the Ex- 
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SAR M. pectation of their Occupiers by their Em- 
XXII. ptineſs and Uncertainty. What is faid'of 
EY the Man of; Honour'by the Pſalmift; is e 
| perimentally true of the | Epicure, the 
Drumtard, the Harlet, the Extortianer, 
or any other vicious Perſon: Tuent Iy bis 
Plat, und lo] be was. gone + T fought him, 
but hecould no-where be found : His Foun- 


dation was upon a ſandy and : precarious 
Bottom; and the Building could not with- 


ſtand; the Shocks beneath, nor the Vio- 
lence of Storms and Tempeſts from a- 
dove: But the religious Architect wiſely 


Matt. vii. builds bis Houſe ahn @ Rock; and th the | 


25. Rains deſcend; the - Floods ariſe,” and the 
Winds blow, and beat upon that Houſe, yet 


it falleth not, becauſt it mas founded upon a 


Rock. Religion is a petmanent and laſt 
ing Foundation, and Godlineſs is profitable 
all Thrngs, having the:Promiſe. of the 


Life which now is, and of that which is to 
come: Time is only an Earneſt” of Eter- 


this World a ſhort; imperfect, and fading 
Repreſentation of the everlaſting Joys in a 


celeſtial ne ag 8 K 3 Hand, 


nity; and the Pleaſures and Affluence of 


a ha 


40 Cele 0 Happineſs: 393 
more l O vaſt Eternity l Ho doſt thou 8 E RG. 
ſwallow up my Thoughts, and nonplus XXII, 
my Imagination] Fr ever more] O thou NN 
unexhauſted Magazine of Bliſs !. O thou 
incomprehenſible Profuſion of Glory 1, 


0 


which after ten thouſand Times ten thou- 


ſand Ages are ſpent, ſhall always be to 
in, and never, never have an End! 
Tur immortal, Crowns, that fade not 
away, ſhall everlaſtingly adorn. the Brows, 
of the Faithful: The Kingdom," that. can- 


| nat be ſhaken, ſhall be the Inheritance of 


the meek and contrite Hearts: Houſes not 

made with Hands, eternal as their omni- 
potent Maker, and entertaining as the Pa- 
radiſe of God, ſhall be the joyful Habi- 
tation of thals WhO once ſiſferd for. 


Righteouſneſs-ſake, and facrific'd oY Lives, 


and Fortunes for a crucified J in 
the diyine Truths of. his everlaſty | Do- rex v 
ctrine and Goſpel.— But, 1 


4thly, A FARTHER ee, ot. 
del 1 ariſes from the NO and, 


>» Sis DIL23 


W rector 
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384 1.9 and Pliers 
SERM. rector in this'Caſe, and from a fort Pa- 


XII. aptraſe upon his Words in the! Leb 
WY Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews © 


and the 22d, 23d, and 24th Verſes, I thall 
conclude this Diſcoufſe. 77 are ce (ſays: 
he) 70 "Mount Sion, und unto the City of 
the Bing God, the heavenly Feruſalem, 
and to un — abls* Company of Angels, 


to the general Aſembly and Circh of. the 


Firſt-born, hich are written in Heaven, 
and to Gid "the Fudge of all, and to the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, and to 
25 the Mediator f the new 'Covenant, 
and to the Blood of ſprinkling, that 2 
erb better Things than that of Abel. 
Taz Apoſtle, in this remarkable Place, 
begins his Deſcription of Heaven by an 
Alluſion to Mount Sion on Earth; and St. 


Jobn, in his Revelatzons, cloſes 7 Cha. 


Rev. xxi. racter of the New Feruſulem . with this 


** pompous and magnificent Deſcription, / that 


the twelve Gates were twelve Pearls, every 
fuer Gate Was of ene Pearl: Ad the 
Street of the City was pure Gold, a * 
were tranſparent Glaſs. In this City he i in 
troduces God himſelf, the lofty One that. 
inhabiteth Eternity, ene With the 


noble 


of Celeſtial « Happineſs.” 385 
nobles Army of Saints and Martyrs, and g ERM. 
wiping away all. Tears | from their Eyes; — 

that there'ſhould be no more Death or De- N 
ftruftion, neither Sorrow nor crying, nei- ug 15 
ther ſball there be. any more Pain: For the | 
former Things are paſſed away; and @ new. 
Heaven and a new Earth, (wherein duel- 
leth Righteouſneſs) ſhall be diſplay d in the 
Place of this fading and elementary Com- 
poſition of corruptible Matter. Then 
ſhall the Judge of all the Earth appear 
with Crowns and Seepters in his Hand to 
dignify the Perſons, and enoble the Ser- 
vices of ſuch as have worſhipped bim in 
Spirit and in Truth; and thro' all the 
Storms of Adverſity, as well as the flat- 
tering Temptations of Proſperity, have 
kept the Faith inviolate and unſpotted 70 
the End. Fur I will give: (ſays God) unto er. 6, 7. 
8 bim that is athirſt, of the Fountain f the. 
t Water of Life freely : And be that over. 
y cometh ſhall inherit all "Things, and I will 
be 
71 
0 


33 


be his God, and he ſball be my Sen. Then 
- | ſhall the everlaſting Gates lift up their: 
n= Heads, the everlaſting Doors ſpall be li 72 3 
of and the, great Voice from Heaven ſhall be 
ne braclan d. Bebold, the Tabernacle * Gd. 
Ble za. M. Ce is 


/ 


386 The Joy and Pleaſure 
SAM. ih with Men, and be will welb-with' thew, 
XA and they fol be bir Pop, and God him 
"FIG ith them, and: be chain 


3 enobled i adorn'd with this | 
divine Relation, thus dignified and diſtin» 
guiſh'd with the Enfigns of the Croſs, 
ſhall the faithful Sent of God come from 
the Baſt and from the Weſt, from the North 
| and from the South, and fit down with A. 
braham, Tjuac, and Jacob, in the Mag- 
| dem of their Father, and triumph with, 
| | Martyrs and Angels, their heavenly Com- 
| panions, to all Eternity. Then, then, 
| | | ſhall the whole Choir of the heavenly 
| | Hoſt unite in Conſort with the Spirits * 

' juſt Men made per fru, and being clothed 
* * qvith vbite Robes and Palms in their © 
Hand,, ſhall Ang Bleſſing, and Glory and 
Honour, and Hallelujabs, and Praiſes and 
Adorations fo him that fitteth upon te 
Throne, and to the Lamb for euermore. 

Now to this bleſſed Inheritance of 
Glory and Immortality, to this feraphic 
Society of the fir/t-born in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, God of his infinite Mercy bring 
us all in the glorified State of his trium- 

2 phant 


of Celeſtial Happineſs, 3% 
phant Church, and the victorious Reign 8 RM, 


of the Meſſab, our 2 King and XXII. 
Saviour. Amen. n 


The Grace of our Lord 1 Chriſt, 
and the Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of 
_ the Holy Ghoſt be with us all evermore · 
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e © Tim ye even unto me ab ali 
Jour Heart, and with Faſting, 
and wi th We ping, and 1 1h 
Mo burning... 
And rent your H zart, and n nor your 
_ Garments, and turn unto the Lord 
your God: for be is gracious and ' 
merciful, flow. to Anger, and of 
great K. N and Wen hin 
| M i. 


TN this Chapter we are . with SERM, 
a very frightful and aſtoniſhing Ac- XXIII. 
, count of the deſign'd Judgments of God * 
vfan Ma Jewiſh Nation. The Deſerip- 
Cc * tion 


: * 


zoo De Duty of Faſting and Prayer. | 
SERM. tion is ſo black and gloomy, that nothing 
XXIII. but the total Deſtruction of this Werid at 
auh AN of the Ls, can 


Wh beds „will luck an Wnubif Su- 
tation, as may make dur Knees, like Bel- 
ſhazzar's, ſinite againſt one another, and 
render dur Heart, in the ia for Bo- 
dies, like melting Wax, _ 

Joel ii. 1. Blow ye the Trumpet in Zion, — ſound 
an Alarm in my boly Mountain : Let all 
the Buhabitants of the Land tremble. And 
who indeed can but ſhake and tremble ? 

What Heroe can ſecure his Courage? 

What Stateſnan maintain his Politics at 

= this. frightfol Juncture? Fur e Day of 

| r (ok 4 pn ger rn 

| De Day of the Lord is great, and very 

terrible, my who can abide it? A Day of 

TRY Darknſe and of Gloomineſs; a Day of 

Clouls and of thick Darknefs, as the Worn- 
ing ſpread upon the Mountains.” All the 
diſmal Appearances of. Nature, all the 

Shock and Convelfions of che Unibente, 

are but faint Images of this approdching 

er. 10. Deſolation. For the Barth ſhall quake, the 


— 


2 ſhall ents, * Sun and the 
Moon 


The Duty of Faſting and Prayer. 391 
Moon Hull be dark, and the Stars ſhall SE RM. 
avithdraw their ſpining. „ 
Tux more yet to aggravate and enhance 

this Judgment, the Enemies which were 

to beſiege Zion, are ſet off in the moſt 
formable Colours, and repreſented in 

all the Terror and Cruelty of experienced 
and unparallel'd Warriors. They are Jaid joel i. 2 
to be à great People and 'a ftrong; there 
hath not been ever the like, neither ſbull be 

any more \after it, even toithe Years of ma- 
-ny Generations. A Fire devoureth before ver. z. 
them, and :behind them a Flame burneth. 
Lite the . Noiſe of Chariots on the tops of 
 Mpuntains ;ſhall. they leap; Hike the Noife f 
a Flame of Fire that devoureth the Stubble} 
45 @ Jerong People ſet in Battle-array > be- 

ore their Face ſhall the People be much ver. 6; 

Gael All Faces ſhall gather Blathneſs. 
. They ſhall run like mighty Men, they. ſhall 
lin the Wall ike Men of War, and they 

Hall march every one on his Ways, and they | 
ball not break their Ranks. Neither ſhall ,.. 8. 

one thruſt another; they ſhall walk every one 

in his Path, and when they fall upon the 
Stood, they ſhall not be wounded, They 
oy run to and fro in the City: They Pall 


Cc 4 run 
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392 The Duty of Faſting and Prayer. 
Sx RM. run upon the Wall, and they ſhall climb up 


XXIII. pon the Houſes : They ſhall enter in at the 
YY Windows like a Thief. 


Now at the Sight of ſo. potent 7 in- 
vincible an Enemy, and under the Terror 


of ſuch fatal Prognoſtics and Ourſes; 
What, O God, could thy People do? Or 
- Whither could they flee. for Shelter and 


Protection? Why! thou thyſelf haſt. in- 


ſtructed them in this dire Exigency: Thou 


haſt inform'd them, that thy Judgments 
are conditional, thy Threatnings revoca- 


2 ble ; and that Sorrow for Sin, and Amend- 


ment of Life, will appeaſe thy Vengeance, 
and reſtore Offenders 0 ty wonted Fa- 
® your. 3 

"Therefore 4 K 0W, 2 the Lon Tur urn 
ye even to me wwith all your Heart, aud with 
Faſting, and with M. "epi, and e 
Mourning. 

And rent your Hes cart; and not your g 
Bent, and turn unto the Lord your God. 


eur he is gracious and merciful, flow to An- 
ger, and of great CA and G 
bim of the Evil. | 


My preſent Buſineſs ſhall be, to ex- 
plain and enforce theſe penitential Words 


of 


The Duty of Fuſing and W 393 
of the Prophet Joel, in ſuch a plain and 8E RN. 
practical Manner, that we may be drawn — 
to Obedience by other Men's Examples 
and from a due Conſideration af the Ter- 
rors of the Lord, and the Demerits of our 
own Actions, break off our Sins by Re- 
pentance, and ſecure the Divine Favour 
and Pardon by Newneſs of Life, - 

Tuksk Exerciſes are the proper Enter- 
.tainment-of Lent; and: I hope that I ſhall 
be neither unmindful of the Rules of Re- 
ligion, nor regardleſs of your ſpiritual Wel- 
fare, whilſt I inculcate thoſe Doctrines, 
which the Solemnity of this Seaſon doth 
now call upon you for the Performance of, 
and to which all the Collect, and Defſons, 
all the Epiſtles and: Goſpels of our Church, 
are in a more peculiar: Manner adapted. — 
In. the Words, now: read to you, there 
are Two Things obſervable 
I. Tux ſeveral Qualifications and "ol 
. perties of true Repentancſee. 
„ 1 Tu R Effect and Sh: which 
h ſuch a Repentance is i to have 
upon God. 
I. 1 8#ALL conſider the 0 Quali- 
ls Kuna and Properties of true Rpentance, 


F beiten 0 in 


204. The Duty of Failing and Prayer: 
Sz RN. in that Order which they are plac'd before 
XXIII.. me in the Text: Twrn ye even ro ms with 
ay, Heart, and with Faſting,” and 


with Weeping, and with Mourning ; and 
rent your Hearts, and not your Garments, 


dns woman e eee mY 
-In-which Words, there are theſe Fowr 
Things propos d to a Sinner ene. 
ing of his Re 
I, A Call for tis immediate. dh, 


or Return from the Error and Wick- 


-.- . edneſs of his Ways: Tum ge. 

. Tun Perſon to whom this -wn- 

- werted Sitmer is to return: To ms, 
even to me, Jarth the Lord. 

uh, Tur Diſpoſition of his Mind in 
Converſion, or the ſincere relinquiſh- 
ing of all his Sins: This turning to 
| God muſt be with all the Heart... 


40350 „Bou x external Signs and Buden- | 


ces of compleating our Repentance; 


ſuch as Faſting, Weeping, and Mourn- 


ing, and renting our Hearts, and not 

dur Garments, and turning to the 
Lord our God. 0 

I, We are preſented. in the Text with 


A * or. Invitation to the Sinner, for his 


immediate 
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en, a fatal Bias upon the Will and Affe- 


— ard a total Corruption of Principles 


in the Fewi/h Nation. They were alfoge- 
der gune but of the way, and become abo- 
minable. The had -ſeiz'd all 
—— an ai and fromthe 
Sole of the Foot even unte the Head, there 
"was -wo Sounidnefs, but Wounds, and Brit- 
ft, and putriſying Sores. Their Faith 
was: ſhipwreck'd, and their Morals de- 
bauch'd. Their Faces were turn'd: froth 
che Lord, an their Hearts cſiranged from 
his 'Ordinances, 

I* is highly debt chat their old 
Sin of | Holatry had ſeiz' d the Yows, wt 
that the Notion of a frue God, who had 


ſo often and ſo fignally deliver'd hem 


was obſcur'd and darken'd in their Minds. 
In this Caſe, they had need of the fame 


Advice, which the Prophet Jeremy and 
his other Brethren ſo frequently inculcated 


to their rebellious Countrymen: Stand ve Jer. vi.16, 


in the Ways and ſee, and aſt for the old 
Waun where is the good Way, and walk 


therein, 


imrneckate Converſion, or Return from 8 E RN. 
the Error and Wickedneſs of his Ways: XXIII. 
Tn ye. This Theys u miſcrible Defocti.. VF | 
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$8 RM. therein, To the Law; and to the Te eſtimo- 
XXIII. /; to Moſes and the Prophets are ye to 
M. v have recoutſe ; and by the Precepts and 
20. Injunctions deliver'd to your Fathers, ye 
are to regulate your 8 and reform 
your Lives. 15 
2dly, Wr may be more fully * d 
in the Nature and Extent of our Conver- 
Jon, by conſidering the Perſon to whom 
this converted Sinner is to return: Turn 
pe to me, even to me, faith the Lord. It 
is God we have offended, and to God we 
muſt make our Submiſſion, We muſt 
turn to God excluſive of all other Beings, 
who have neither the Cuſtody of our Per- 
ſons, nor the Diſpoſal of our Souls; who 
have neither the Commiſſion to forgive, 
nor the Power to inflict eternal Puniſh- 
ment. ; 
Ir is true, if our Offences are 1 
Mien, and either by Words or Actions we 
have invaded their Property, or attack'd 
their Reputation, we are to make Satiſ- 
faction to the injur'd Parties; but, ſo, ſtill, 
as to include the Divine Majeſty, whoſe 
Laws we have broken, whoſe: Govern- 
ment we have invaded, - whoſe Threat- 


nings 
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nings we have contemn'd, and whoſeJudg- S ERM. 
ments we are ſubject to. XXIII. 
I is in vain to addreſs other Deities, A 
or to ſubſtitute Proxies in Heaven for our 
Interceſſors. Ve are to go every one of 
you to your injur'd Neighbour for Recon- 
ciliation; ye are to appear perſonally in 
EL the Congregation to deprecate your d, 
1 and to proſtrate yourſelves in the moſt 
1 | humble Devotion before the Footſtool of 
t | offended Majeſty. Aſemble the Elders, Joel il. 16, 
| (ys the Prophet upon this ſolemn Occa- * 
ſion :) Sancti a Fuſt: Gather the Chil: 
drenj and thoſe that ſuck the Breafts': Let 
no Sex or Age be excus d in theſe national 
Humiliations z but let every one that has, 
or may expect à Hleſſing in the Preſerva- 
tion of his Cquntry, bear his Part in this 
£1} mournful Proceſſion. Let the Bridegroom 
inſt | yo forth of hit Cbambur, and thei Bride out 
N of ber Chgat. Let the accuſtom'd Solem- 
| nities-of Mirth ceaſe,” and 'Sackcloth and 
Alber be the Modding. Garment. Let the 
Pritt, "the Minifters "of. the Lord, weep 
between the Porch" and the Altar, and let 
them jay,” Spare" thy” People, O Lord, and 
9 —ꝛ tv Reproach, Let 


"I 
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SE nM. the Afﬀettions of the People keep, pace 


XXIII. with the Mouth of the Congregation, and 
WY every Tongue declare the ſecret — 

and Compundtion. of the Soul. Fon 
Za, —ů—— che 
| 4 all your Heart.” God will not ba 


pleaſed with partial Obedience, or hypo- 


ry Foints and Marrow; throws by the 
Surface and Outſide of a Penitent ; and-is 


>: 1. pot to be'\impos'd\ upon by the wringing 


of the Hands, or the Formality of the 


Countenance: He requires | Faithfulneſfs 


a bleeding Heart, as well as a mortified 
Countenance, to procure Pardon and Ae: 
ceptance at the Throne 'of: Grace. * Om» 
niſcience is not to be impos d upon by 
Show and Formality, nor Juſtice brib'd 
with partial Obedience. My Son, giue me 
thy Heart, is the Requeſt of our heaven» 


to be repented of, is the guy Evidence of 
Pardon and Acceptance. Ny approach 
ve ny Curtis, ye Formaliſts and Hypo- 
i Why. bring ye me vain Oblations, 

ye 


critical Devotion: He pierces into the ue. 


and Sincerity, Uptightneſs and Conſtaney, 


1 _”=_ 
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ye donble-minded and infincere Converts? & NR I. 
To what End are outward Marks and Di- XXIII. 
ſindions ? Lip-ſervice and bodily Exerciſes 
Incenſe is an Abomination from polluted ; 
Hands; and Prayer from an impenitent 
Heart is an Aggravation of Sin. Heis 
not 4 Feu, which is one outwardly 5 nei- Rom. ii. 
ther is that Circumcifitn, which-15 outard 7 
in the. Fleſh : But be iñ a Jeu, which is 
one inwardly; and Circumciſon is that f 


the Heart, in the Spirit, and net in the, 
Letter, whoſe Praije ts not of Men, but of" 
God. There is a fpiritual Meaning in 


whoever does not attend to the Life of the 
Precept, will find but little Advantag 


from a corporal Compliance with the dead 
Letter. The Prophet Jaiab has long 
ago complain d againſt this People for Hy- 
pocriſy and Diſfimulation ; and our 'Savis! 
our applies the Complaint to their Deſcen 


dants in his Time, That they drem mar t 


um with. their Mouth, and bonoured him 
with their Lips, but bad removed their. 
Heart far from him; and their Fear to. 


wards him was taught by the Pretepts of = 


Men, They had no true Principle of Vir: 


S AM. tue and Holineſs in them; but all their 
XXIII. Actions were turn' d upon a wrong Bias, 
and their Fears were influenc'd, and their 


very Deyotions guided by F —_— nel L 
Intereſt. | * K enn de ii 
TursE indeed were the very beſt an 
mioſt ſolemn of their Performances; but, 
in other reſpects, their Obſtinacy and Per- 
verſeneſs made St. Stephen, at his Execu- 
tion, ſtile them, Uncircumcis'd in Heart 
and Ears; and their ſeveral Doublings, 
Changes and Hypocriſies in Religion oc 
caſion'd that ſtrict and ſevere Precept of 
Moſes, Tbou ſbalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thine Heart, and with all thy Soul, 
and with all thy Might. Whenever they 
deviated from this Role, they were to re- 
cover themſelves to their original Inſtitu- 
tion, and to turn heartily and affectionate- 
ly to God in all thoſe Inſtances of Duty, 
wherein they had W 1 n; 
from his Commandments.” 
Fo what has been faid, 1 hope the 
Founditios: of Repentance may be truly 
laid, and ſome Miſtakes about it fairly 
rectified. You ſee the firſt Step in this 
n Duty, is a Senſe and Knowledge: of 
Sin; 
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gin; ſtom this Krowledge ariſes Deteſta- SR RM. 
tion and Abhorrence; from 2 | 


Prayer and Confeſſion; from Confeſſion, Wo 
Amendment and Reformation of Life, 
I this Gradation or Progreſs of a Pe- 


nitent; the Tips ure to ſpeak from the A. 


bumdance of the Heart ; the inward Paſſi- 
ons and Defires are to be duly inform'd 
and regulated, and no hypocritical 'Guile 
or Oftentation'is'to appear in _ DP 


Geſtures and! Deportment, 


Fox the Completion and priſocting of 
our Reperitance, We are e in 
the * 

If place, TR A'T Kbountecrkil, bd ex- 
tend to every Breach or "wane! Negte® of 

"Trans: niche wb Dodgisg e 
rication in a Point which Salvation de- 
pends upon; no Conceabment in favour of 
a darling and beloved Crime; no Shuffling 
for the Countenance of Men; nor any 


Confidence nn of i n 


upon God. 

"Wi 1e w leck upon Gonſtdves as dead 
1 7 refpaſſes mil Sins, as condemn'd Male- 
factors, who have only a conditional Re- 


Por. III. D d leaſe, 
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SE RM, leaſe, and muſt compleat our Pardon by 


XXIII. the Regularity of our future Actions. 
— Now as we are dead unto Sin by Re- 


pentance, we are to be regenerated by. 
Grace, and to live unto God by Faith and 
Newneſs of Life. We are not to caſt a 
Look backward upon a wanton Sodom; 
nor to ſay of any of our darling Sins as 
Lot did of Zoar, It is but a little one, and 
upon this View preſume upon God's Good- 
neſs to pardon it. Whilſt one Luſt re- 
mains, the unregenerate Principle fer- 
ments, and the Enemy lurks within the 
Gariſon : Inordinate Deſire is not con- 
quer d; and the Concealment of a Spark 
of Fire will ſoon break into a Flame, and 
conſume the whole Houſe. Root and 
Branch muſt be the Work of a Penitent ; 
an utter Renunciation of Satan for the Ser- 
vice of the Captain of our Saluation; and 
not a Relaxation in one Point, for Dread 
of the Guilt of the whole Law. 
- 2dly, Taz Penitent ſhould conſider the 
Juſtice and Holineſs of that God, with 
whom he is now tranſacting and tendering 
his Repentance : This will make him 
2 to appear before the Divine Majeſty 
5 0 7 with 
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with Show and Grimace, and induce him 8E RNM. 
to diſcard all Hypocriſy and Counterfeit in XXIII. 

the Progreſs of his Humiliation. The Lord N. I. N. 
is God of Knowledge, and by. him Actions 3 _ 
are weighed. He ſeeth not as Man ſeeth, * 1 
neither are his Thoughts like our Thoughts : 
for Man looketh. upon the. outward {= 
ance, and is liable to be impos'd upon ; but 
the Lord looketh upon the Heart, and knows 
our Thoughts in the very Act of. Concep- 
tion. Omniſcience pierceth into the Joints 

and Marrow; views the dark Labyrinths 
and Receſſes * Conſcience; and often- 
times draws Evidence for our Acquitment 
or Condemnation from ſuch Facts, as no 
Eye but his own can diſcern, no Judge but 
Omniſcience can be acquainted with. 

 Txxse Conſiderations ſhould work up- 

on a Penitent for ſuch a Regulation of his 

Heart, ſuch a Diſpoſition of his ſpiritual 
Affairs, as God has promis'd to accept, and 

the Articles of the ſecond Covenant have 
entitled the Regenerate and Reform'd to 
the Poſſeſſion of. 

Wux things. are thus e diſpos d 


and ſettled: upon the Chriſtian Plans the 
5 Penitent, in the 


—_—— Dd 2 2 34 Place, 


* 


Sr RMH. 31 place, Comes boldly to the Throne f 
XXIII. Grace; and to his Comfort and Satisfacti- 


an contiders, that all the Proceedings of 
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his Judge are tetnper'd with Mercy, and 
fwyeetned with Forgiveneſs. F rbuu, Lord, 
 fhouldft be extreme to mark what # dom 
amiſs, who intleed could "abide it? What 
Duft and Aſhes could ſtamd at thy Tribu- 
nal, in whoſe Sight the very Heavens are 
impure, and the Angels art charged with 
Polly ? But there is Mercy with thee, theres 
fore ſhalt thou be fearet!! The Demand of 
Juſtice is ſatisfy' d by an all -ſuflicient Sa- 
crifice, and the Bittertief of eternal Death 
Is overpaid : Vengeance and Mercy are 
met and reconcil'd tagetber, and Righteouſe 
neſs and Peace have #ifed each other. There 


＋ vii. 75 now no Condemmut ion to them which are 


in Chrift Feſus, who walk not after the 
Fleſh, but after the Spirit. For the Luv 
of the Spirit f Life, in Chriſt Feſus, bath 
made me free from the Lau of Sin and 
Death. Ariſe therefore, and walk, O0 
thou Sinner, for thy Redeemer hath call- 
ed and Arengthned thee! Come ye, every 
one that rhirſterb, come ye to the Waters : 

Come unto me, all bi * travel, and are 


beavy 


| ſhall be glorious, The Father invites, 
the Son expiates, the Spirit ſanCtifies ; the 


5 . 
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beavy laden; nail your Sins to the Croſs, SER. 


and waſh your polluted Souls in the Foun XXIII 
1 ry Though the Work may as VV 


firſt ſeem difficult and fatiguing, and Ha- 
bits and Cuſtoms are not eaſily eradicated; 
yet the Aſſiſtance 1s great, and the End 


Word informs, the Sacraments ſeal, and 
the Heavens are open to receive your Per- 
ſons, and crown your Labours, 


0 Father of Mercies, jaw God of all Cotes for 
Conſolation, who haſt prepared for them that after Trin. 
love thee, ſuch good things as paſs Man's 
Underſtanding ; pour into our Hearts ſuch 
Love towards thee, that we loving thee a- 
Bove all things, may obtain thy Promiſes, 
which exceed all that we can deſire, thro 


Jeſus Chri, ſt our Lord, Amen. 


No w to the ſacred and undivided Tri- 
nity, to God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons, 
but One Eternal God, be render'd and 
aſcrib'd all Might, Majeſty, Adoration and 
Praiſe, both now and for evermore. A. 
men, | | 


D d 3 De 


406. The Dwiy 0 Faſting * Enn. g 
SERM, 

XXIII. The Grace of our 1 Yeſur Grip, 
ui the Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of 
the Holy Goof, be with us © all eum. 
Amen. 


The Duty of Faſting 1 
on and — 


— 


7 


. II. 12, 13s. 


- 


* - Turn ye even wnto me with all 
_ 


our Heart, and with Faſting, 
and With. "We ecping, and with 
MM 


ournin .. 


* 44 


And rent your Heart; 3 not gour 
' Garments, and turn unto the Lord 
Jour God : for 1 he is gracious and 

.. merciful, flow to Anger, and of 


_ great & gs and enen * 
Ws the Evil. 


HE 3 of Lor aka SERM, 


7 

nn 1 Words once under XXIV. 
of this holy Seaſon will | doubt not, ju- 
Wr. D d 4 


fly 
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SERM. 


XXIV. the cleaning of our Cmfriences from dead 


ſtify the farther Proſecution of them, for 


WWY'Y Works, and the bringing forth Frui ts unto 


Holineſs, not to be repented of... | 

Tur Exerciſe of Kerehhance b EW 
the main Duties of Relgien do chiefly 
conſiſt in; what a Chriſtian is earneſtiy 
and patheticalty invited to; and how the 
Torments of Hell are avoided, and the 
Joys of Heaven "_ d, by the Perform- 


b * 
* 7 
5 N n 4 
5 ance 4 * A % N 8 A x 
o 0 0 a. 


IIa. lviii. 
1. 


Ar this Seaſon we are. parculacly a. 
rected, To cry aloud, and ſpare not; 3 70 Tt We 
up our Voice like à Trumpet, and to Jhew 


the People their Tranſgreſſion, and the Houſe 


of Hfrael their Sin. We are to direct others, 
and reform ourſelves; to perform the Of- 
fices of Paſtor and Penitent with the ſame 


Breath. We are to ſeek into the Priva- | 


cies and Recefles of Conſciences, and ſearch 
out all the Doubles and Windings of Sin; 


| We are to try and examintaur Ways, and 


well as our Lip 


to bring to Light the hidden Works of 


Darkneſs : We are to diveſt Hypocriſy of 


ber Cloak, to hunt out Knavery from her 


Retreat, hd o fs Goo AS 
5 fo as Sak. 


vation. Turn 


2 


: 
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urn ye even unto me with all your SER M. 
Heart, and with faſting, and with weep- XXIV. 
ing, and with mourning. And rent your WS 
Heart, and not your Garments, and turn 
ants the Lord your God + For he is gra- 
cious and merciful, flow to Anger, and of | 
great undes, and an him * the 
Beit ; 
| FRoM the Words e to you, I 
1 in my laſt Diſcourſe,” theſe t ̊ 
Things to your Conſideration : ne 
1. THz ſeveral Qualifications, and Pro- 
perties of true Repentance. | | 
Rhee THz Effect and Influence which 
ſuch a ee 18 N to have 
upon Gd. 
1 I PRoes'p N 550 
tions and Properties of true Re- 
pentanee in that Order which they are 
placed before me in the Text: Turn ye 
even to me with all your Heart, and with 
faſting, and with weeping, and with mourn- 
ing. Aud rent your Heart, and not pour 
Garments, ee arr 49,6 
God. 
In- whdeti-Wards; they ite theſe) four 
Things propos d to a Sinner for the effect- 


iff, A 


— 


ing his Repentance: 


410 The Duty of Faſting and Prayer: 
SRM. /, A Call for his immediate Conver- 
XXIV. gon and Return from the Error and 

—Wickedneſs of his Ways. 
1 ah, Tux Perſon to whom this con- 
verted Sinner is to return: To me, 
even to me, ſaith the Lord. W 
; 3dly, Tus Diſpoſition of his Mind. i in 

Converſion, or the ſincere relinquiſh- 
ing of all his Sins: This turning to 
. God muſt be with all the Heart. 
athly, So. external Signs and Evi- 
. © dences of, compleating our Repen- 

tance ; ſuch as faſting, weeping, and 

mourning, and renting our Hearts, 
and not our Garments, and turning to 
the Lord our God. 

THz three former of theſe Particulars 
have been already offer d to your Conſide- 
ration in our laſt Diſcourſe, and the Sin- 
ner has been admoniſh'd to relinquiſh his 
Errors, and return to his God, and to 
manage the whole. Progreſs of his I; 5 
tance with Uprightneſs and Integrity. 


I $HALL now haſten to the laſt Head 
of the ſeveral Qualifications and Proper. 
ties of ttue Repentance ; and that was, 

 4thhy, Pere * 1 — 1 Evi- 


* 
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dences of compleating our Repentance, 8 ERM. 
ſuch as faſting, weeping, and mourning, XXIV. 
and renting our Hearts, and not our Gar- | 
ments, and turning to the Lord our Gad. | 


I. Tux firſt thing enjoin'd in this Ca- 
talogue of en er r n is 
Jaſting. 


NorwrrüerAnpbne the Lightneſf 
with which ſome modern Writers have 
treated faſting, and the Negligence. and 
Looſeneſs which the Profeſſors of Chri- 
ſtianity habe: N ee in the Performance 
of that yet we are poſitively aſ- 
ſured; 4 it was ſtrictly injoin d to the 
Jeuiſb Church, and continued by our Sa- 
viour under the Evangelical Diſpenſation. 
Tux Humiliation of the Vraelites upon 
their ſeveral Offences, their abſtaining 
from Meats, their mourning for their 
Sins, and their leaving off their Orna- 
ments upon a Proſpect of God's Wrath, is 
very viſible to every one who! looks into 
their Hiſtory, and is in the leaſt acquaint. 


eld wſch their Lato and their Propbets. 
Tur ix celebrated Sabbath was a aweekly 
Faſt; and their abſtaining from Labour, 


ö from Meat, and from Sin, were the eſ- 
* | ©-fontial Duties of that holy Day. 
| In 


3 
. 


4 The Duty af Falling and Prayer. 
Su AN. I any Difficulty or Difaſtor this Peo- 
AV. pie of God appointed particular Days of 
VS Humibiation-and Abſtinence," in order 10 

mortify their Body, and give themſelves 
wholly to Devotion, that they might de- 
precate Gods Wrath, and avert ſome im- 
pending Storm _ ent en 2 | 
. 6 
In the vil Diflentions WON Jad 
ee, recorded in the 20th Chapter 
of Judges, .] find at the 26th Verſe, 
28 that all the Pooplo wen: n and came wite 
| the Houſe f God; and wept, amd ſat then 
before' therLurd, and: fafted: that Day ati i 
Bven, aud offered Burntcafferiug,. a 
* mann n nei 
Fux fame Nractios was followed; by 
Pink in the Afflictions of his Fami, as 
well as the Sins of his Subjemt: And the 
Danger of 2 Chd as well as the threatned 
Ruin of his People, brought both tha He- 
ther upon his Knees, | nen e ta 
Sackclath and Alles! [is I wo; 
TAE Piophats,\nboſe BuGneG:t mY 
to call the People ta Repentance, and to 
inſtruct them in. he Method of perform- 
ing it, are yet more expreſs and cpious in 


, #*©% * * 
1 TX 5 £7 at 2" Bs 2 1 
4 IG 0 *auk 16419 


* 1 : 5 


the Do&tine of fifings andas-Gccahont ITT Y 
offer d, made it a neceſſary and cnſtitu - XXIV. 

eat Pare of cher moſt folema Worlhip z. 
Sackclath was to be on the Loins, and 
Aſhes on the Head of a Penitentts a kor- 
tur d Body, and a' trembling Soul were to 
declare the Agonies of Sin, ahd unteroede 
ding a Faf at the Return of che etre 
from the Bab Captivity, and their 

Re; ſetrlement in Paliſtinr; (namely) bar 

they might affiet themſelves Before tba Ezra viii. 

God, ro Jock M lum & right May for m. 

. ee, ans u all me | 
Subſante. + 
ö Spade ins _, =- 

their Re-ſettlement in their own Goantry, | 
When a. Diſcovery was made, that both 

People, Prieſts, and Trulbes had Got made 
a tlie Separation from idolatrous Nations, 
but polluted themſelves in the Abomina- 

Ttiots of a vicious Neiphbouthoerd, and 

2 the Tntermixtwre f Blood and Marrige 


| with Pagans ; we find that "this zealous 
| Governor Pzra rent his Garment an H. Ez » 
| Wok, rd plack'd off "the Huir "of 'bis * 


by”. « hh : Head, 


| 414 The Day of Faſting "RF A 


i a A * 
6 4 , b = 
- $7 8 * a 
7 n "I" 


St RM. Head, and of his Beard, and ſat down afto- 
XXIV, nied. Then were aſſembled unto him tvery 
WV ne that trembled at the Words of the Gad 


of Iſrael, becauſe of | the ' Tranſgreſſion f 
thoſe that had been carried away: And 
Ezra ſat aſtonied until the Evening Sa- 
crifice ; and at the Evening Sacrifice he a- 
roſe up from his Heavineſs, and having rent 
bis Garment, and his Mantle, fell upon bis 
"Knees, and ſpread out his Hands unto the 
Lord his God, and ſaid; O my God, I am 
aſhamed and bluſh to lift up my Face unto 
' thee, my God: Fur our Iniquities are in- 
c.reaſed over our Head, and our Treſpaſs 1s 
"grown up unto the Heavens. Since the 
Days of our Fathers have we been in a great 
Treſpaſs unto this Day, and for our Iniqui- 
tres have we, our Kings, and our Prieſts, 
been delivered into the Hand of the Kings 
.of the Lands, to the Sword, to Captivity, 
and to a Spoil, and to cafe * . 
as it is this Day.— | 
In this exemplary Deportment of * Soul 
we have all the mortifying Duties of a 


Faſt ſet out to us, both in puniſhing the 3 


Body, and humbling the Saul; both in 
Ss. 0-5 aac of - Sins, and deprecating of 


Judg- 


The 3 and P rayer.. 


Judgments; both in renting the Garments, Sz RM) 
and difguringthe Countenances; in bend- XXIV. 
ing the Knees, in ſtretching out the WO 


Hands, in falling on the Faces, in enu- 
merating our national and perſonal Sins, 
and interceding for our Governors and 

Country, as well as our own Souls and 
private Families. 9 202 


Now in all theſe Acts of Self-denial, 
Abaſure, and Penance, the Pride and 

Stubbornneſs of an haughty Body is hum- 
| bled; the Soul quickens and revives by 
Mortification, the diſtreſs'd Prodigal re- 
covers his Senſes, and returns with Tears 
and Submiſſion to his Father's Houſe. 
Alx the Caution that ſhould be uſed in 
this Point, is, that we do not place the 
Efficacy of our Repentance too much in 
outward Formalities and bodily Auſteri- 
ties, but in the Correction and ſubduing 
of Sin, and in the humbling and purify- 
ing the Soul from internal Blemiſhes and 
Corruptions. Bodily Exerciſe in itſelf, 
and excluſive of Spiritual Duties, profiteth 
But little: But as it withdraws the Fuel 
from Luſt, as it weakens the Faculties 
from the Proſecution of Evil, and reduces 
TY g mme 


* 


6 The Duty of Fafling and Prayer: 
SYR. the 


Body to a Degree of Impotence and 


XXIV. Diſqualification from ſinning; it is of ex- 
_ WV cellent Uſe towards ſtrengthning the Mind, 


8 * of: N. 


Tur Prophet Jaiah has fo — ary 
punctually ſet forth the Conveniencies and 


"Is Abuſe of Faſting, the proper Uſe and hy- 


Abuſe of that Duty; and there- 


in the Appendage of ſome practical Truths, 
and the Avoidance of ſome dangerous Er- 
rors, that it would argue a great deal of 
Ignorance in our Profeſſion, and Diſre- 


gard to our Audience, to treat of this Sub- 
ject without reciting his Words. : 

The Man of God, upon this Occaſion, 
to add the more Solemnity to his Diſ- 
courſe, introduces the Almighty himſelf, 
declaring his Sentiments, and dictating to 


his Prophet from his own Mouth, and in 


his own expreſs Words, the Neceflity, 


Sims, Net they ſeek me daily, und delight 


Obligation, Nature, Duty, and e 


of Faſting. 


ee Pare 208, Ie thy e hike 


& Trumpet, and fhew my People their 


'Tranſgreſſion, and the Houſe of Tfrnel their 


to 


* 0 ” 1 ; | : ; | ; 
The Day of Rufinig and Prayer: i 


ts know my Ways; as 6 Nation that did gu nA 


Rig bteoufur 
of their 
nantes of Faftace eng 
fruaching lo God. | 
Tur Oſſice e i A ne en At M 
We Prop, e e ee 
Zea), Intrepidity, and Vebemence in the 
Execution of it. The Saund was to go 
into the Euds ef the Land, and the Loud- 
neſs of the Cry unto the diſtant Corners of 
Palefline;; ſummoning every Perſon, af- 
fecting every Age; reclaiming the Hypo- | 
crite vf his religious Service, and entring 
into the Hearts and Con ſciences of clan- 
deſtine Sinners. The Prexepſigns e Rr 


end ſanſiał not the Ordinance XXIV. 


Schowes. of | eee ee and 
formal: But now che proper, Seaſon is ad- 
vanc'd of ſearching and trying our Aan, 
of looking into the Validity of our Dewp- 
tion and Repentance, of examining the - 
Grounds of our Communion itſelf, and gf 
ſeeing with what Ardour and Sincerity we 
offdfd the Tribute of our daily Sacrifice. 
Bow may be as much Foxmality, and 
* OL. ws Ee 1 


bey af of me the Ordi. WY | 


418 The Duty of Fuſting and Pra u 


SRM. as little Truth in the Pretenſions of Reli- 
XXIV. gion, as in the cuſtomary Civilities of 
common Converſation, and Men may be 

"i forward to juſtify themebves,. as they 


If. tviii. 


are ſervilely complaiſant to oblige others. 
Wherefore have: we faſted, ſay they; and 


_ thou ſeeft not? Wherefore have we affiitted 


our Soul, and thou tale no Knowledge ? 
The Accuſation is noiſy and bold, and the 
Defence built upon Services which were 


never conſcientiouſly and regularly per- 
form'd. Alas; ye Hypocrites, your very 


Abſtinence is Vanity, your Retirement 


from the World an Inlet to Villany, and 
the very Length of your Prayers prepara- 


tory to the devouring of Widows Houſes. 


ver. 3, 4 Bebold, in the Dope your Faſt you find 


Pleaſure, and exact all your Labours: 


Bebold, ye faſt for Strife and Debate, and 
to ſinite withthe Fiſt of Wickedneſs. Inſtead 
of perſecuting your Body, and humbling 
your Soul by your Mortification, ye do 
but gratify your Revenge in impoſing more 
rigorous Burthens upon others, and requi- 
r of Service from your De- 
. * 5 n emmon Days. There 
a be ane of Devotion in 


your 


* ef 


The Duty of. Faſting and Prayer: 419 
pour cuſtomary Auſterities; but your re- 8 RM; 
al Deſign is to form Parties, to propagate XXIV. 
Contention, and to Nec the n * 
and Unguarded. 201-1 
I Tv therefore You "wth faſt t to Pl 5 
Parpaſes; other Meaſures muſt be taken, 
and other Virtues exercis d in the Courle 


of your Mortification : What theſe are 
ſhall be yet more particularly (tho briefly) _ 
ſumm'd up to you in the Words of the | 4 
Frophet Jſajab, that Pageantry and Oſtenn | 
tation may be avoided in Faſting, and the 5 
ſpiritual Improvement of the Soul, duly 
manag d by the Reduction and Mortifics 
tion of the Body. | i 
1 / then, A Reformation is lh in 
the common Courſe of Faſting, as it pla- 
ces too much in the outward Exerciſe, and 
too little in the internal Purity and clean- 
ſing of the Mind. Ye ſhall not faſt as pe In win 
do this Day, to make your Voice to be beand 4. 5. 
on high. Is it ſuch a Faſt that I have abo. 
ſen? 4. Day for a Man to afflif# his Soul? 
s it to bow down his Head as 4 Bulruſh, 
arid. to ſpread Sackcloth and Aſbes vader 
him? Wilt: thou call this a, Faſt, and an 
I * Day to the Lord? Theſe Auſte- 
; | E e 2 rities 


| 
1 
1 
| 


420 The Duty of Faſtirig and Prayer. 
Sz R Ri. rities ſavour too much of Vanity and Often- 
XXIV. tation, and waſte in Ceremony What is 
TY expected in Subſtance. They flutter too 

much upon the Dae to ſink with any 
Depth into the Heart. We ſee the Hy- 
pocrite, but loſe the Saint: Hear the Pro- 
e — fill . the Porforman- 
OH 
Bor, in n Oppedtbs to this Ntarthinels 
and Fotmality, our Siviour's Advice is, 
Matt. vi. hen ye faſt, be not as the Hypocrites, +4 

9 = fad Countenance : for they disfigure their 
aces, that they may appear” wnto Men o 
faſt. Inſtead of dejected Locks and 
mournful Voices, ſordid Garments and 

fqualid Countenainces, (the monrnful Ap- 

pendages of theſe hypocritical Faſts) it is 
more eligible to practiſe the common Cu- 
ſtoms of an ordinary Day, and to employ 
your Coſt upon cleanſing and purifying the 
Fer. 18. Mind, That ye may not appear unto Men to 
af, but unto your Father "which ix in fe- 
| cret 3 and your Father Ig TO eg tn 

_ _-*-2dly, THe proper — of a Faſt is 
Charity, or the abſtaining. outlelves Ant 
| he ny ſatisfy others. Is 


4 


The: Duty ef Faſting and Prayer.” 42 
ours is to ſhew-itſelf in all the different Sz AM. 
Shapes wherein the Neceſſity of our Neigh- XXIV. 
bour ſues for our Aſfiſtance, and the re. 

trenching of our own ſuperfluous: Living 

may be aſſiſtant to the Deſtitute and Af. 

flicted. I not this the Faſt that: Lee 

choſen ? To lagſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, * 7 
| — the heavy Burdens, and to let the 
 Oppreſſed go free, and that we break every 

Yoke ? & it not to deal thy Bread to the =_ 

Hungry, and that thou bring the Pran that bl 
are caſt out, ra th Houſe ? When thou ſeeft 

the Naked, that thou cover him, and that 1 
thou hide not thyſelf from thine cum Fleſh 2 
Tus ſeveral Acts of Charity and Be. 

| neficehee (which the Penitent is here obli- 

gated to by the Propher) ſhew us in what 

Channel Abſtinence is t6 diſchatge itſelf, 

and vrhat is to be the Employment of our 

Subſtance, as well as the ſubduing of our 

es upon theſe Days of Humiliation. 

The Expreſſions of Naiab, which ſeem to 

leflen a Faſt, are not excluſive, but _ 
_ parative to other Duties, which may 
of more extrinſic Value, but can me no 
ye deſtructive of Mortification. It is .,, 
5 5 FOmmen P 2hraſcology of Seriptuce, o Comment 
at wes * expres Jab 


= 
. 
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422 The Diity of Faſting. and Prayer. 


Sx nm... expreſs. the Preference-that is due to 
XXIV. one thing before another, by Terms 


Vx <« which expreſs the rejecting 


of that which 
is leſs worthy. So when God ſays by 
the Mouth of the Prophet Hoſea, that he 


i, will. Babe Mercy and not Sacrifice, the 
Mleaning is not, that he rejects Sacrifice; 


which he had ſo frequently and poſitively 
inſtituted in the Moſaic Law; but that 
Mercy is to be preferr d before Sarriſct, as 
a Service more acceptable to God, and be- 
neficial to his Creatures. Juſt fo the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks of Faſting, as a thing in itſelf, 
and abſtracted from other Duties, of little 
Significancy, (tho' it was enjoin'd by God 
in the Old, and practis d by our Saviour in 
the New Teftament : ) But the lowering of 
Faſting is, that it might not place Viriue 


barely in the outward Act, but to ſhew 


ee 


45 . 
*% + 


how. the Performance of Mercy is a more 


preferable Service, without which Faſting, 


(tho! inſtituted by God, and ed by 
Penitents) will not avail any thing. e 


_ 340, WZ ars to conſider Faſting, there. 
| fore, in Oppoſition to ſore Formaliſts and 


Hypocrites, only as a Means of mortify- 
- Ing the Feen, for YE, "Encouragement of 


me 


The Daly of Faſting and Prayer.” 423: 
the Spirit, and the Exerciſe of Devotion 38 RN. 
and a proper Seaſon for retrenching the XXIV. 
Expences of a luxurious Life, that We 9 

may be able to ſupply the DP e 25 
our indigent Neighbour. 

'FRomM ſuch a e of a l. = 

ous Faſt, let us proceed, in tze | 
4b and laſt place, To ſee the W = 
Advantages which the Prophet pronoun- | 
ces to his charitable -Fafter. | ¶ thou draw I. lviii. 
out thy Soul to the' Hungry, and ſatiſq tb 
afflicted Soul; if thou take from the midſt 
of thee the Yoke, the putting forth of the 
Finger, and ſpeaking of Vanity ; then ſhall 
thy Light riſe in Obſcurity, and thy Dark- 
neſs be as the Noon-day ; thy Light ſhall 
break forth as the Morning, and thine 
Health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily ; thy Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall go before thee, and the Glory 
of the Lord be thy Rere-ward., Goodneſs 
ſhall protect thy Perſon, and Mercy ſhield 
thee from Danger : 'Thy Charity to others 
ſhall enrich thyſelf, thy Feeding of the 
Hungry fill thine own Belly, and thy 
Cloathing of the Naked warm thine own © 
Back. The' Lord ſhall guide thee continu- ver. 11. 
ally, and ud rig thy Soul in Drought, and 
1 E e 4 mate 


SW NN. make fat thy Bones: and thow ſhalt be lil 
Garden, and like a Spring of 


4 


XXIV. a Tarerea | 


„ gelt 


Waters | fail not. 
Fence againſt Want here, 


hbueresſter: Thy Faſting and Am fhall 


aſcend like Incenſe towards Heaven, 

fianctify thy Ptayets : 
5 ſhall perfume the Regions of Bliſs, 
lift che charitable: Offerer to the 
Daubrurs of Gl 


good Deeds 


* 
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= Turn yt even unto me we all 
ee Heart, and 1988 8 2 ing, 
N and wit 5 e 


"Mourning." 2 OO 
And rent your Hops, and not your 


ments, and turn unto che Lord: 
Jour God : for he ts 0. and 


1 rent Kind ufo, and repentethbim 
. of the Evil. W 


them was propos d to n Conſideration 
in the following Method: 10e 


þ- 
n 


I. By 


. K 5 
48 5 


1 


HE SE Words have bech alread | S ERM. 
the Subject of Two Diſcourſes be- XXV. 
fore this Audience, and the Proſetution of WWW 


SERM. 


—_—. 
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* — 
- 
- 
RT * 
5 8 7 Oo 
y v 4 
„ 
9 * at 
4 ( 
* 
\ . * 
„ 


The Duty of Faſting and Prayer. 
I. By deſcribing the ſeveral Qualifica- 
_ tions. and Properties of true — 


tance. = 
* By ſhewing the Effect ad Influence 


© which fuch a Repentance'1s promiſed Þ : 


to have upon God. 


Ix diſcourſing u pn h It of theſe * 

Heads. 1 thought it proper to ſpecify the 
ſeveral Ruabfications and Properties of true 

Repentance in that Order which they are 


5 pac'd before you in the Text: Turn ye 


even to me with all your Heart, and fx of _ 


Fruſting, and ith” Weeping, and unth 
Mourning: and rent vou Heart, and not 55 


„„ 
Ix Which Word We ate theſe El 


Things propos d to a Sinner I * eee. 


ing his Repentance: AS N de "rave 
., A CALL for his Anne de 1 
verſion and Return from the 


N J 


% 


#06; 


your Garments, and turn * Fi fas N 5 


and Wiekedneſ of his Ways: Tim 


en. Tur Perſon: 10 Vhom this c- 


verted Sinner is to return: Jo ne, 


even Tone, Jatth the Lord. A 976 oo + t 


cots Tux Diſpoſition of his. Mind in 


„ or the fincerd a: + 
4 ing 


The Duty of Faſting and Prayer: 


427 


ing of all his Sins: This ad 40 du RN. 


Sad muſt be with all the Heart. 


XXV. 


uh, SoMe external Signs and Evi WA 


27d dences of compleating our Repen- 


tance j ſuch as. faſting, weeping, and 


RY muurhing, and renting eur Hearts, 
| - at and not our Gurm 
the Lord our God. 


14 . 
_ 


* Iſt Taz. Three former of theſs Parti- 


ah have been already inſiſted upon, as 


5 proptr Entertainments for your Thonzhts 
and Actions in this penitential Seaſon of 
Ten The Fuurth conſiſting of many 


Subdiviſions and important Directions to a 
en muſt beg a Rehearing, and a 
ore particular Diſcuſſion of its e 
s_ and A 5 this e Days t 1 


and Evidences . our * 7 


tance, as ſpecified in the Prophet, by ;Faſt- 
ing, Weeping, and Mourning, and renting 


our Hearts, : and. not aur Garments, and 


furning to the Lord aur God.': |; . 
Tax: FHirſt, in this Catalogue of Datics, 


eojpin'd' 'a Penitent, is Faſting, which 1 


have largely inſiſted upon in my. laſt Di: 
courts ; and hall 6 now p 


D | py” TUG 


ts, and e 1% 


36d 4: b 


428 The Duty of Faſting and Prayer. 

SIAM. 24 Tux mention'd by the Prophet, 

| |. XV; reg © ani ern 
j II ing. 2 

| 41 Wur N the Heard is affeted, 1 Eye 

will expreſs it, the Viſage will be diſor- 

der d, and the Tongue utter its Abhor- 

rence in ſuch nn dc vs 

theſe are: 

Furlber, I fd ns againſt Hea- 

e den; and in thy Sight, and am no-mbre 

© worthy ta be: called thy don. Rebellion 

& has cancell'd my Relation to thee, and 

Diſobedience thrown me out ef thy 

“ Protection. My Treſpaſſes are gone 

< before me to Judgment, and my Pro- 

=. vocations have bolted the Gates of Pa- 

<«« radiſe againſt me. Lord I in the midſt 

* of Judgment think upon Mercy. Con- 

© fider my Contrition, accept my Tears, 

(8; e Pains, and ſtrengthen me in 

e my Dejection and Agonies with the re- 

„ viuing Comforts of thy bleſſed Spirit. 

Tauts is the mournful Language of a 

true Penitent ! Sorrow cannot be hid, nor 

Afffiction reſt only in the Heart: They 

ſeek a Paſſage through -2 torturd Body, 

diſbutthen thetnſelves in Floods of Tears, 

BALFT NS and 


De Duty of Faſting and Prayer, 429 
and would waſh away their Guile by the SE RM, 
Streams of their Eyes. NV. 

In; this. Senſe, the Prophet. Feremy 8 
| nighe wiſh his Head were Waters, and bis Jer. ix. 1. 
Eyes a Fountain of | Tears, that they might * 
run down and ceaſe not without any Inter- 
miſſion, for the Deftruflion of the ner 
of bis Ginful Pert. 2 

Job e ane Jeb Te 
4 leave off. his Heavineſs, forget bis 1 8 
Complaint, or comfort himſelf, oor fear 
Goo wemls raw bold him innocent. 

Hor David complains, that bs Life Pf. xxxi. 
wat ſpent with Grief, and his Years with © 
 Jighing, that his Strength failed, becauſe of 
his Iniquities, and his Bones were conſumed 
Iy reaſon of his Sin. And though this 
Perſon has acquir'd the Title of Holineſs, 
and is ſtyl'd the Man after God's own 


Heart, he was ſo far from pleading his 
Pet bling or cloaking his 
Wickedneſs, that he was eminently re- 
markable for Humiliations and Confeſ- 
ſions; for debaſing hinwelf, and exalting 
God's Goodneſs; for the ſtrongeſt Appli- 
cat ions to the Throne of Grace, that his 
-Sins might be blotted out bythe Mwtdtude = 


#30 The Duty of Faint and Prayer. 


| SERM. of God's tender Mercies, and his Soul 
XXV. waſt'd from his Iniquities, and his Con- 
* ſcience cleans'd from the Pollution oF His 


1 Kings 


xxi. 27. 


Guilt. Nannen 
Bur foraſmuch ſtill, as os Words 12 


Actions of holy Men may be ap'd and 


counterfeited by Hypocrites, and a wicked 
Abab may rent his Cloaths, and put Sack- 


| cloth upon his Fleſh, and  faft and lie” in 
Sackcloth, and walk 2 7 3 it wi Hl be, pro- 


per in tze n 
34 Place, That Wie nn of our : 


. weeping be a real and religious Sorrow. 


For Tears in themſelves, and vented by 
| ſome Perſons, and upon ſome Occaſions, 


may poſſibly be hypocritical. and forced; 


but Sorrow muſt be a real Paſſion, . and 
flow from a hoon that cannot be con- 


troverted. 
Sucha Sorrow ang St. 5 n 


he reflected upon the Denial of his Maſter, 


to weep bitterly: Such a Sorrow penn' d the 


Lamentations of Jeremy, and makes all ſuc- 


coeeding Readers ſympathize in the Miſeries 


of his Country: Such a Sorrow brought 
thoſe penitential Expreſſions from . 


Pſalmiſt, when he lamented his own per- 


ſonal 
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ena] Faults, or the national Sins of the 8K 1 
People: Mine Eyes run down. with Mater, XXV. 

becauſe Men keep not thy Law. T truly am ra 

: ſet in the Plague, and my Heavineſs1s ever —_— 

in thy Sight. Till confeſs my Wickedneſs, * © 
and be ſorry for my Sins. O! Make me Pal. cxix, 
to go in the Paths of thy Commandments, 38. 55 
and quicken me in thy: Word. Turn away 
mine Eyes from bebolding Vanity, and ſta- 
bliſh 0 this: unto my en Ser- 
vant. | 
Six we lach Klim aa feel to: row our 
| greateſt, and moſt inveterate Enemy; an 

Enemy, which has diſpoſſe(s'd us of what 

is valuable in this World, and uſed her 
utmoſt Diligence to exclude our Expecta- 
tions from another. She arms the whole 

Courſe of Nature againſt us, and endea- 

vours to betray and ſeduce us in every Ap. 
petite and Enjoyment. She attacks us from 
every Quarter, propoſes her Allurements 
to every Paſſion, and ſtill leads us captive ä 
by ſome inſinuating Luſt, or overbears our 
Virtue by ſome enſnaring Tem ptation. 
Without are F ightings, and within are 
Fears: Open Attempts, or ſecret Machi- 
nations, to force us from our Guard, ar 


- * 
7 C 2 - 
_ 
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ig — n into A Ls paler 


* Men has. we nd i 


| buy our own ſelves, 


paG'd with ſuch a Cloud of Infirmities ! 
_ Surpriz'd in every Act, betray d from eve- 
ry Quarter Impos d upon by our Friends, 
ond captivated by our Enemies] Seduc d 
enflay'd by carnal Va- 
_ nog wy Wag our own. Ns 


8 pro Who dall afin us in this Day 


of Danger? Who ſhall cxtricate/us from 


this Load of Sin? Who ſhall cob the 
Enemies? 

Thanks be 0 Ges PW EY 
Victory through our Lord Yeſus Chris ! 
Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who died 


for our Sins and roſs again for our pa. 1 © 


fication ! has repair d our natural 
Faculties, and given a freſh Turn to our 
Souls: Who works in us both to awill 
and to do, according to his good Pleuſure; 
"who actuates our Deſires, enlivens our 
Faith, ſweetens our Afflictions, confounds 
 Rtifies our Sufferings, and crowns our La- 
bours with everlaſting Rewards, — _ 


TuE 


oi nnn * 0 * 
i 
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Tux Condition, we ſee, of our Salva- SR RM# 


tion, is true and ſincere Repentance; and — 


a farther Inſtance of it in our Spiritual * 
| Progreſs, is what the Prophet i in the. 

476 Place injoins and requires of us, by 
renting our Hearts, and not our Garments.” 

THESE Words are to be underſtood 2 


1 cording to that Cuſtom which I mention'd | N. £ 
before amongſt the Hebrew Writers, in- | 


a4 AY. 


L - * * = 


timating the | Preference that is due to one Leb: 


ting above another in Terms which expreſs 


the rejefling of that whith is leſs worthy, 


So we read in the. 6th Chapter of \ Hoſea, 


in Loc, 


o 


and the 16th Verſe, that God would have 


Mercy and not Sacrifice ; that is, accord- 
ing to the H ebrew way of Expreſſion, 
„ Mercy rather than Sacrifice. God in the 
Inſtance before us, by commanding us 70 


rent aur Hearts and not our Garments, does 


not ſpeak excluſively of outward Signs and 
Tokens of Repentance, (fo they be rightly 


qualified and -prepar'd from within) but 


does more particularly and vigorouſly in- 
force the Reformation of the Mind and 


Conſcience, than any outward Show of 


Humiliation and Debaſement. However, 
theſe bodily Chaſtiſements | e Corte: 
Vo L. II. N R | tions, 


> 
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SY AM tions, © theſe external Teſtimonies ef in- 
| XXV. ward relenting are no ways to be excluded 
from our 'Mortification, but rather to be 
included it in them, as appears from the Ac 
tions of the greatef _ id NT: recorded 
in Scripture, © 
Gen. Tnvs we read yy Yael; 12 Bis 
81-20 Chaths,. and putting Sackchth upon bis 
10 65 1s a Long,” Job rent bis Mantle, and fell down 
| -. upon the Ground, and vor ſhipped,” Daviu 
took: bold of his Cloaths und rent them; and 
likewiſe all the Men that "vere with them's | 
And they mourned aud wept, and fofted a- 
til Even, for Saul und for Fonathan: his 
Son, and for the People of the Lord, and for 
the Hoteſe of Iſrael, © 9 ec * 1 


eee eee 
By theſe ont ward Acts * for — 
geb Men 125 


Reſentmen of their Mind, and 7 rent - 
Garments as well a8, chtir Hearts. The 
Piety of theſe holy Perſons -juſtifies their 
Actions, and the Sincerity of their Souls 
is difplay'd by the Management of their 
Bodies. ” Theſe Men are Preſidents for us 
to copy after, for fear our Religion ſhohld 
reſt in Form and Ce mony, and Princt- 


ple be juſtled out by Show and Pretenſion. 
Nh at ALL 
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ALL outward Acts may in themſelves 8 N. 
ba accounted hypocritical and oſtentatious, XXV. 
without that internal Principle, which N 


ought to be the Cauſe, the Concomitant, 
and Sanctifier of them. The Heart, in 
Scripture, is repreſented to be the Princi- 
ple of Exiſtence, and the Seat of Action; 
and great Cate and Diligence ſhould be 
employ d to ſecure this Fountain of Life, 
for fear the Streams which iſſue from it, 

ſhould be naſty, i impure, and vicious. My 


— Son, ſays Solomon, give me thine Heart, Fw: xxili. 


and let thine Eyes obſerve my Ways. And ** 


again: Kæep thy Heart with all Diligence ; cap. iv. 


Porn out of it are the Iſues of Life. The ©? 
trueſt Sacrifice is a pure and contrite Heart; 
and the plaineſt Indications of Piety, are 
the Works that flow from theſe: n 
and well-· grounded Principles. 
Ou Saviour, in n to „ Sab 
mom's Doctrine, as well as Way of Expreſ- 
ſion, tells us, that our of the abundance of 
the H eart,. the Mouth fpeaketh ;- and that 


from. the Heart proceed evil Thoughts, yy. wy 


Murders, Adulteries, Furnications, Thefts, 19. 
falſe Witneſſes, Blaſphemies; and theſe are 
* things aobich dgfile a: Man. From 
TS: theſe 


436: The Dity of Taping and proper. 
sR N. theſe Defilements the true Chriſtian is to 
XXV. free himſelf, by purging and cleanſing the 
» jnward Man, and purifying that Fountain 
fromwhence thoſe corrupted Waters flow, 

For as Sin is apt to harden, and Pride to 
| ſwell the Heart, and Both to make it re. 
ſolute. and daring in its unlawful Enter- 
prizes; ſo Humiliation and Penance are to 
bring down the Pride and Stiffneſs there. 
of, and to introduce a more ſedate and 
calm Diſpoſition upon the penitent Soul. 
I is not Sackclsth thrown round ths | 


1 nor Aſbes ſprinkled on the Head of 5 3 


2 Sinner; it is not a mournful Voice, a 
© trembling Hand, and a-disfigur'd Counte- 
nmnnance, which can appeaſe the Divine 
— Wrath, and procure Acceptance ; But the 
=. Heart muſt be rent, as well as the Gar- 
ment, the Mind muſt correſpond with out- | 
ward. Geſtures, and Subſtance and Truth 
come into the Place _— Form and Cere- 
many. n | 
"IM ths. many 3 of hook 
Men! in Scripture, which have been altea- 
dy produc'd,” the Practice of F aſting muſt 
appear laudable and important: But then 
the Hearts of cheſe good Men are ſuppos d 


a 
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* 
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* 
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The Duy of Put and PETS 437 
to aceompany their outward Geſtures; and SERM,” 
from the Pulneſs thereof, both their XXV. 
Mouths ſpake, their Hands acted, \and WWW 
their Fleſh was mortified. Neither muſt 
we -reſt only in corporal Severities, and 
ſome other external Acts of Penance; but 
mingle a real and cordial Sorrow with our 
Faſtings and Prayers, if we would pleaſe 
that Holy Being, who defireth Mercy and Hof. vi. 
not Sacrifice, and the Knowledge LE God®: 
l more than Burnt-offerings. 
Wurxx our Hearts are thus rent, t 
is, ſubdued and mortified for their Wick - 
edneſs and Impiety, we may well addreſs 
ourſelves to God in the penitential Strains 
of the P/almift, and expect Forgiveneſs 
- + through the Merits and Mediation of his 
85 N eqn Senn. 


Have mercy pon me, O God, After thy Plalm Ii. 
great Goodneſs : According to the Multitude 2. 16, 10 
of thy Mercies, do away mine Offences ; for 
thou defireſt no Sacrifice, elſe would I give 
„ But thou deligbteſt not in Burnt- 


| offerings. The Sacrifice God is a trou- 
© Bled Spirit: a broken contrite Heart, 
; 0 g thou Hep nat EATS. 


bah, | 


ee IE laftly, Tur Condlation of _ 
XXV. Prophet's: Advice (to ſhew the Neceſſity 
and Importance of his Subject) is much 


the ſame as the Beginning: The Leſſon 


being repeated to refreſh the Memory, and 


f the Obedience of a Penitent. Turn 


unto the, Lord your God. What Turning 


to the Lord may has been already 


explain'd and enforc d; and there is no- 


thing remains now. to be added, but < 
fhort Remark or two upon the. peculiar 
Emphaſis in the Words, The Lord your 
God, For though God, by Right of Crea- 
tion, 5 a Reſpect to all his Creatures 

a i ſupreme King and Lord both 150 


Heaven and Earth; yet by Covenants and 


& -» 
3 
C 


Promiſes, he had, as it were, tied himſelf 55 


down to the Jewiſh Nation, and made. the 


_ «largeſt. Conceſſions to Abraham” and bis 
x pal for « evermore.. ' Look now toward H ea- 


ven, and tell the Stars, if thou be able to 
number them : for ſ ſhall thy Seed be. 


Ly What Nation 15 there ho great, who hath 


God fo nigh unto. them, 4 the Lord our God 
is in all things that we call upon him for ? 
And what Nation is there Jo great, that 
bath Statutes and Judgments 5 righteous, 


as 


The Sick if HA tio 430 
4s all this Lau mHhieh I ſet befor q- this 5 | 
Day? Nom rbergfore, F ye will obey my XXV. 
Voice indeed, and keep ny Cvuenbnt; thin Feut N. 
ye ſpull be a peculia Trekive unto nan 
all. People wr Side a of Priefis, and 
un holy Nation: and I h beaj".you pon 
Eagles Wings, and your: Feet: full Poſſeſs 
the Gate of yo ur Enemless. 190015 
Now, ſince God had been N 
ous to the Maelites, and ſtood ina nearer 
Relation to them than to other Nations, 
the Exhortation in the Text of Turning to 
him,” ſhould have no'finall Efcncey upon 
a People, who really ſtudied their own 
Intereſt, and had duch Ponte Bree 
God's 'ebhtinaed Favours ?! W monde | 
Ap if we Would extend Un Weg- 
ment to the Chriſtian Pifpenſution, our 
Gratitude muſt riſe in proportion to the 
Mercies recciv'd, and the Eternity of Glo- 
ry propoſed to the Faithful. Our Hopes 
are grounded upon better Promiſes than a 
temporal Canaan, and as much exceed the 
legal Happineſs of the Jews, as Heaven 
doth Earth, or Eternity a Moment. 
Come unto me, all ye that travel, and 
are Ny laden, and ye ſhall find Reſt to 


* 
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* your Souls. Be converted, and ye ſhall 
. zu-: Learn of ne, and your Happineſs 
* we ſhall be like mine. For Jeſus is the Com- 
pletion of the Law, and the Mediator 
on Neu Covenant... Our High Prigſt ts 
enter'd into the Holy of Holies, there to re- 
wan forever; and mb Intercefiob. Gar 
| Kinners, that, the Number af the, Eledt 


1 there, we, n de 


4 10 of * 7 - ; 4 5 6 4 4998) F £ '3 4 : 4 * 5 15 Th fad + « 
4 


ö 90 * Ng : y ; 
Which God of his ibu Mercy. _ 
7 the alone Merits and powerful — 7 
n of the. ſame Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: To 
whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt 
. ÞDbeafſerib'd all Praiſe, Advration and Powe 
. * now and MF ever. Amen. 
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may in due time be compleated; and 
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